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Yes, There are Trials, BUT There is HOPE!   Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

  

Storms seem to be getting more and 
more powerful    like the recent flooding in 
Louisiana.  Pestilence seems to be getting more virulent like 
the spread of the Zika virus.  Then there is the scary spread of 
infectious diseases through our food supply like the Hepatitis 
A scare on Oahu.  However, nothings so destructive and 
devastating as the ills caused by man.  Crime, immorality, 
and war take the lives of vast numbers of men, women, and 
children in very inhumane ways.  Twisted and demented 
desires and ideologies cause so much fear and concern.
 
Men turn to politics to solve much of these problems by 
passing laws and regulations to address these problems.  
However, very little has been done to decrease these 
concerns.  In fact, all of these troubles still continue to 
grow and get worse.  Law Enforcement tries to protect 
by policing all of our communities from those who try 
to impose themselves on others that they want to take 
advantage of.  Medical science tries to find cures for 
devastating medical conditions with some successes but 
the vast majority of ills continue to go unhindered.  This is 
in spite of billions of dollars spent in research and testing.  
 
All might seem to be very dismal and depressing.  The 
Word of God tells us that all of these things are a part of 
the kingdom of this world, but we are not to fear or be 
dismayed.  All of our trust needs to be placed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The world has given itself to the efforts of 
man and it is not getting better.  BUT, there is hope that 
comes from our Lord.  Our God is a God of Love and Grace.  
Chet Crain stood in the gap for me a couple of weeks ago 
and he shared in a powerful manner the truths of Proverbs 
3:5-6 (NLT) 5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do 
not depend on your own understanding. 6  Seek his will 
in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. 

 
Trusting in the Lord is the answer and the cure for all of 
man’s ills and fears.  He can change the hearts of man and 
miraculously cure all ills.  Proverbs 3:7-8 (NLT) 7  Don’t be 
impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD 
and turn away from evil. 8  Then you will have healing for 
your body and strength for your bones.  The answers are to 
be found in the Lord and not in the wisdom of man.  Politics 
and science have done some good but yet great concern 
and fear still exists over the rising challenges that were 
mentioned above.  Men have become distracted by our own 
answers because we have been consumed by ourselves.  
We need to turn to being consumed with the Lord God 
Almighty.  Proverbs 3:1-4 (NLT) 1  My child, never forget 
the things I have taught you. Store my commands in your 
heart. 2  If you do this, you will live many years, and your 
life will be satisfying. 3  Never let loyalty and kindness leave 
you! Tie them around your neck as a reminder. Write them 
deep within your heart. 4  Then you will find favor with 
both God and people, and you will earn a good reputation. 
 
However, let me give you a warning.  We should not be 
turning to the Lord Jesus Christ just because we want the 
social and biological ills that surround us to be cured.  Jesus 
paid the ultimate price for us by sacrificing His life that all of 
our sins might be forgiven.  Not so that we can have a better 
life with all of the comforts and desires that this world can 
offer to us.  Jesus did not sacrifice His life so that you can 
have a better earthly life but that we might have an eternal 
life with Him.  We cannot forget that this world should not 
be our goal and desire.  Our sights should be focused on 
Heaven.  By focusing on Heaven you would also be desiring 
to see all around you to also be focused on Jesus.  1 Timothy 
6:17-19 (NLT) 17  Teach those who are rich in this world 
not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so 
unreliable.   Their  trust  should   be   in  God,  who  richly 
gives  us all  we need for our enjoyment. . 18  Tell  them  to 
use their  money to  do good. They should  be rich in good 
works and  generous to  those in need,  always being ready 
to share  with  others. 19  By doing this they will be storing
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up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life
 

As this world gets worse and worse, these conditions point to the only hope that is in Jesus.  Whether mankind 
will turn to Jesus seems to be doubtful.  Let me share with you why it is so doubtful.  Christians, or those who 
call themselves Christians, need to really be Christians.  The word Christian means to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ.  It means to be a full follower who fully loves and obeys Jesus Christ.  Partially following is never what 
scripture (the Bible) calls us to.  In fact, scripture tells us that you will either be for Him or against Him.  Partially 
following Him is actually trying to balance yourself on the fence.  Scripture really tells us that even if you are 
doing a good job of balancing on the fence, you are actually against Him.  The world will never become full 
followers of Jesus Christ if Christians (who are supposed to be full followers of Jesus) don’t model that kind of life.

Let me ask that you join me in praying for a genuine REVIVAL to immerse Valley Isle Fellowship and all churches.  
A Revival so powerful that it would overflow the churches and begin to change all of our communities.  A Revival so 
powerful that it would change our trials and challenges into victories.  Victories that will lead countless numbers of 
men, women, and children into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ and an eternity with Him.  God bless you all!

*   *   *   *   *

Yes, There are Trials, BUT There is HOPE!
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro     (continued from page 1)

Disaster Relief
Special Offering 

will be taken next week 

Sunday, September 4, 2016
to benefit the churches of

The Baptist Association of 
Greater Baton Rouge

See letter on page 3 regarding this 
special offering.
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Note to MCBA Pastors from: 
Patrick McAlister, Director of Missions/Partnership 

Coordinator at Kihei Baptist Chapel
Aloha Gentlemen,

I would like to ask for your assistance with an effort to help the people affected by the flooding in South Louisi-
ana.  As most of you know, last month we hosted a Mission Team made up of several churches from our Part-
nership with the Baptist Association of Greater Baton Rouge. 

The team spent most of their time here in Maui investigating how their individual churches might come along-
side our churches within the MCBA in the future.  Out of this trip has come a tentative plan for a team to come 
to Maui in March to assist Pastor Randy with several construction type projects around the campus at Kahului 
Baptist Church.

In addition to this Laura Blalock from Jefferson Baptist Church in Baton Rouge conducted a very success-
ful and informative “Children’s Ministry Leadership Training” which was well attended by a total of 5 of our 
MCBA churches.

I wanted to give you this information because several people from this team were DIRECTLY affected by the 
flooding including the loss of their homes and everything in those homes.  

Pastor Bruce Worrell of Sherwood Baptist Church was part of the team and his church was completely flooded 
to a depth of about 4 feet. I’ve attached a promotional flyer with a picture of his church so that you have a frame 
of reference as to the extent of the damage. Please feel free to print and use this flyer. 

I would like to ask you to look on this as an opportunity to send aid directly to people affected by a disaster who 
have a direct connection with our churches here in the MCBA.  I am coordinating with the Assistant Director of 
the Baptist Association of Greater Baton Rouge, Chuck Lowman, for relief efforts and he has assured me that 
a portion of any help we provide would go directly to these team members.  Chuck Lowman also informed me 
that there are about 6 churches in the Association that were completely flooded, none of which had flood insur-
ance.  The need going forward is going to be huge and I believe we can be a part of addressing some of that 
need in a direct way.

I have contacted Pastor Jay Wright at Lahaina Baptist, Pastor Randy Pauley at Kahului Baptist and Pastor 
Jay Armstrong of Kihei Baptist about pooling some monetary resources to go to this effort.  We are going to 
promote this to our congregations for the next two Sundays and then on Sunday Sept. 4th we will be taking a 
special offering to raise funds for the relief effort.  The funds will go through the Baptist Association of Greater 
Baton Rouge and then directly to affected people and churches.  

I would like to ask you gentlemen to pray with your church about the possibility of joining with us in order to 
truly represent the entire MCBA in this effort. 

If you need more information or more details on any of this please don’t hesitate to email or call me.  My 
contact info is below. Personally I would consider any response to this to be very special and close to my heart. 
Some of you may not know but Donna and I are from Louisiana.

Aloha, God Bless and thank you for your Kingdom mindset,

Patrick McAlister
Director of Missions/
Partnership Coordinator 
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Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
Today, Aug 28     Team 1:  Marion K, Karen F,       
                             Kolbe F, Alysha F, Melanie F

Sept 4                  Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
                             Krystle A, Dmitry V

Sept 11               Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R,  Francis C

Malama Pregnancy Center
3rd Annual Fundraiser

Hope for Ohana
Luau Banquet & Silent Auction
Saturday, Sept. 10 @ 4:30 pm

King Kamehameha Golf Club
$20/person  Contact Sarah 344-2216

                  High Street Lawn          
                        Care Schedule

Week of Sept 1-3
Jimmy Asio

Week of Sept 8-10
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Sept 15-17
Volunteers Needed 

High Street Cleaning Schedule
Week of Sept 1-3

Mickie & George Aikala

Week of Sept 8-10
Volunteers Needed

Week of Sept 15-17
Volunteers Needed

TONIGHT!
Aug. 28, 2016

5 - 7 pm
Church fellowship potluck!

Find out what’s going on with building.
Find out how YOU can be a part 

of  God’s ministry here at VIF.
Sign-up for potluck in back.
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Two Thirds World 
Network

Yard Sale

Coming 
Saturday, September 10, 2016
Donations will be accepted at the Annex

Wednesday, September 7- Friday September 9
Contact Grace (357-4553) for drop-off appt.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

                                       
      On Mission For Christ . . .

                                       This October 7-17, a mission           
    team will be traveling to 
         Samar, Bohol and Luzon to 
continue on mission for Christ.  Mission ministries will 
include medical, evangelism and prayer walking at vil-
lages.  The mission team will also help with disciple-
ship training at the newly built worship center in Luzon.  

Pray for the mission team as they prepare 
to  follow God’s call to be on mission for Christ.  

International Mission Board

Connecting Through Prayer . . .

* It’s exciting to see the harvest unfold in the lives 
of children, students, and families in Armenia; thank 
the Father for sending so many laborers to the field to 
work in camps this summer!
* Praise God that gifts given in honor of a worker 
among the Deaf in Mexico who went to be with the 
Lord in January made possible the translation of seven 
Bible stories into Mexican Sign Language!

NAMB Missionary Spotlight

SBC Chaplain Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

August 2016
28   6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
   9 am - Worship Service   `   
   10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
     - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
   5:00 pm - Church Fellowship Potluck

29   6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

31   6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

September 2016
 4   9 an  - Worship Service
   10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property
        - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
   6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

  5 Labor Day - office closed     
 10 am - 2 pm  MCBA Annual Labor Day Picnic @  
  Wahikuli Wayside Park, Lahaina

  7   6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

7-9 TTWN Yard Sale donations drop-off (contact Grace M)

8-20 Pastor Darren on vacation

10 TTWN Yard Sale @ Annex 7-10 am   
 MPC Luau Banquet & Silent Auction 4:30 pm

11 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service   `   
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting @ Conference Room  
 6:00 pm   Worship Service/Study

12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

14 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

18 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service   `   
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm   Worship Service/Study

19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com
SUNDAY MORNING

SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Jesus Came to Seek and to Save the Lost
 Luke 15:1-32

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
(Page 1 of 2)

I. The _______________ - Luke 15:1-2
 A. Jesus focused on the _______ 
 B. The Church ______________

 C. The Church did not   _____________ Jesus

II. Lost  __________ - Luke 15:3-7
 A. The __________
  1. Concentrated on the _________
  2. Left the church in the ______________
 B. The  _____________
  1. ______________ diligently
  2. Does not _______  _____ 
  3. _______________ the search with a _________
 C. The ________________
  1. A time of great ______________ over the one __________
  2. __________________ and _________________ are good

  3. But __________  _______________ is for those who get ________

III. Lost _________ - Luke 15:8-10
 A. ______________  __________________
  1. She _________ the coin
  2. She ___________ up her home
  3. She  __________ the coin

 B. ___________________

(continued next page)
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Jesus Came To Seek and To Save The Lost
 Luke 15:1-32

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
(Page 2 of 2)

IV. Lost _________- Luke 15:11-32
 A. The younger son’s _________________
  1. ____________  his inheritance ahead of time
  2. ____________ it all
  3. ____________ to his father to be a servant

  4. Father ______________ him home as a son

 B. The older son 
  1. ______________ throughout the years

  2. _____________ at the celebration 

V. The Rejoicing Church
 A. The __________ is represented
 B. The ___________ Church
  1. Is about the ____________  _____________                                          
  2. _____________for the Lost
  3. ____________ over the saved

  4. ____________ Disciple Makers 
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