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Culture and Faith in Jesus   Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

Faith in Jesus Christ is a game changer.  You become a new creation.  2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) This means that any-

one who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!   Your faith in Jesus 
Christ brings  so many changes t hat Jesus becomes first and the highest priority in your life.   Cultural heritage, social .    

and economic status, political persuasions, and even 
educational and professional training all take a secon-
dary position next to your allegiance to Jesus.  Look at 
what Galatians 6:14-15 (NLT) says; 14 As for me, may I never 
boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in this world has 
been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has also died. 15 

It doesn’t matter whether we have been circumcised or not. 
What counts is whether we have been transformed into a 
new creation.   
      Your faith in Jesus Christ will take 
precedence over all of your earthly 
relationships.  Matthew 10:37-39 
(HCSB) 37 The person who loves father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me; the person who loves son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me. 38 And whoever doesn’t take up his cross 
and follow Me is not worthy of Me. 39 Anyone finding his life 
will lose it, and anyone losing his life because of Me will find 
it.   This passage seems to be very harsh and maybe anti-
relational.  This is far from what it is really saying.  Jesus is 
really saying that He needs to be the priority relationship 
over all other relationships.  He needs to be first over son or 
daughter.  You can even include in here that Jesus needs to 
be above your husband, wife, father, mother or any other 
person.  This is because your earthly relationships need to be 
governed by your relationship with Jesus Christ.  This being 
the case, your relationship with Jesus Christ will cause you to 
live out your fullest potential in all of your earthly relation-
ships.  For instance, for we who are fathers, being fully com-
mitted to Jesus Christ brings the Holy Spirit’s empowerment 
to become the best fathers that we possibly can be.  This is 
because we no longer father in our own wisdom and power 
but rather in the wisdom and power of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself.  This can be accomplished only if we love Jesus with 
all of our heart, mind and soul. 
     Wherever people have given their lives to Jesus Christ in 
full, society begins to be impacted.  Total commitment to Je-
sus comes at such great cost that it has caused many to be 
martyred for their love and faith in Jesus Christ.  As people 
brought glory and honor to Jesus through their lives, their 
deaths solidified and empowered the cause of Christ to move 

forward.  Moving forward meant in many cases that culture 
and society began to change.  An example of this can be seen 
in our own nation’s history as our fore fathers escaped Eng-
land and its oppression of a monarchy where religious free-
dom was virtually nonexistent.  In the new country they 
sought to set up a democracy that would grant the freedom 
to worship. 
     Compelling earthly forces can aggressively, and sometimes 
even persuasively, press upon our faith in Jesus Christ to re-
move Christ from the throne and put Him into a secondary 
and subservient position.  It is only as we love Jesus with ALL 
of our heart, mind and soul that we will be able to resist 
these earthly forces.  In fact, this kind of love and commit-
ment to Jesus Christ will empower us to move from a defen-
sive stance, to an offensive stance, that will advance the 
cause of Christ.   
     Nothing is more important than loving and obeying Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus loved us so much that He made the ultimate 
sacrifice in giving up His life.  He did this in order that we 
might have the opportunity to have our sins forgiven and the 
promise of eternal life.  His love and sacrifice should move us 
to an equal response of love and commitment to Him.  Our 
love and commitment should also be so supreme and high 
that we are willing to give up everything in order to love and 
serve Him.  The amazing thing is that when we do that, He 
showers us with His abundance.  John 10:10 (NLT) The thief’s 
purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give 
them a rich and satisfying life.  
     My encouragement to you is to love, Jesus Christ, with all 
of your heart, mind and soul in order to bring everything un-
der His control.  Al-
low all of the earthly 
forces surrounding 
you to come under 
the control of His 
love, grace and 
mercy.  Let Him 
transform and re-
new everything and 
everyone around 
you to bring glory 
and honor to Jesus 
Christ. 
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Our Weakness and Jesus’ Power  

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

1 Cor. 12:7-10:  
7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the 

surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three 
times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.. 

 

 

Paul founded the church in Corinth. He was their spiritual 
father but there were men who had snuck into the church and 
were causing problems. They were pointing out Paul’s obvious 
weakness. They were pointing to his weakness to disprove him 
being a legitimate apostle. Paul defends his office throughout 
the book of Corinthians but here in 2 Corinthians 12, he takes 
another route. He points to his weakness as proof of his 
apostleship because Christ’s power was obviously working 
through his weaknesses.  
 
As Paul revealed in chapter 12, the Lord set a weakness (we 
don’t know exactly what it was) on Paul. Paul pleaded for relief 
and the Lord explained that the reason behind Paul’s weakness 
was to keep Paul from becoming conceited after experiencing a 
glorious vision of heaven. Paul understood that He saw God’s 
will and purpose only after the Lord responded to his persistent 
prayers for relief by explaining the purpose of the weakness.  
 
Sound strange to you? Weakness as a Christian virtue doesn’t 
seem to fit into our worldview as Americans. In our culture, 
human strength is a virtue and human weakness is a vice that is 
something to be destroyed, hidden and never discussed. This is 
so engrained in our society that many church-going people 
believe the saying “God helps those who help themselves” is 
actually found in the Bible and something to live by. There are 
entire American made theologies that celebrate human 
strength and teach that God wants us to be free from all 
weakness and have as much health, wealth and prosperity as 
we can obtain.  
 
The Corinthian church had the same ideal. They valued human 
strength and they refused to believe that someone who 
claimed to be an apostle could be so utterly weak and 
unimpressive in person. Paul’s physical fragility, in their eyes, 
proved that he didn’t really know God. How could God speak 
through someone who lacked in form of earthly strength, 

prestige or prosperity?  
 
What about you? Do you see weakness as something to hide, 
mock or avoid? Is weakness a virtue or vice?  
 
According to Jesus, in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, weakness is a 
virtue because it gives the Holy Spirit space to make the power 
of Christ perfect in us while we are weak. The Lord is reminding 
us that God, working mightily through the sinful, frail and weak 
man, is exactly how God has worked since the beginning 
(because God gets the glory). 
 
Think about all the stories of God’s people in the Old 
Testament. Noah was a drunk, Abram and Sarai couldn’t get 
pregnant, yet God promised him descendants that would 
outnumber the stars, Moses was slow of speech, yet God used 
Him to lead a people out of Egypt. Think about the nation of 
Israel, they were a small people group who were enslaved in 
Egypt and instead of choosing the biggest and best nation, God 
chose the small enslaved people to be His People. Gideon had 
his army whittled down from 30,000 to 300 men. David was a 
little runt who slayed a giant. It seems that God liked choosing 
weak men and women or taking the strong and making them 
weak in order to use them for His glory.  
 
Why does God want to use human weakness, as a primary tool, 
in His people?  
 
Listen to Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29: 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 

wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 

not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish 

in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 

despised  in  the  world,  even  things  that  are not, to bring to  



 

 

 

Our Weakness and Jesus’ Power (cont.) 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might 

boast in the presence of God. 

I think it’s important to now look at 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
again. 

9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 
 

So, why does the Lord make us weak? Because, He wants the 
power of Christ to be perfected in us, and the only way that 
happens is in the midst of our weakness. 
 
But, why? Why is my weakness the place for Christ to be strong 
in me?  
 
Because, in God’s infinite wisdom and love He understands that 
the only thing that will truly satisfy is to find comfort in His 
presence and strong hands. Because the Lord knows our 
strength is fleeting, our wisdom limited, our souls sinful and our 
love shallow. It is because the Lord knows that it is only in our 
weakest state that we realize how much we need our redeemer 
and Lord. Our strength prevents us from running 
wholeheartedly after Him because we are too busy depending 
on ourselves. The truth is that we are all weak, but most of all, 
we have learned to hide well. The Lord is calling us out of the 
darkness and calling us to stop playing hide and seek.  He is 
calling us to allow honesty to reign in our lives in order for the 
power of Christ to be seen through us.  
 
Our honesty about our weakness provides the fertile ground 
for the Lord to perfect His power in us. That is why in verse 10 
Paul states that he is content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions and calamities, because, when Paul 
was weak, then he experienced the strength of the Lord. 
 
Paul found strength in weakness because the strength that was 
present was not his own but the Lord’s. The Lord’s strength 
would only be granted when Paul recognized and 
acknowledged his weakness. 
 

I think Paul summed all of this in 2 Corinthians 4:7: 

 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are 
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our 
bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to 
death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but 
life in you. 
 
If all we show the world that our strength is in ourselves, then 
the world only sees our limited puny human strength and that 
makes us no different than them; this is not what the world 
needs to see. We want them to see the power of God’s love, 
mercy and grace in Jesus Christ. We want them to see the 
beauty and power of Jesus. We want the world to see the cross 
and see hope and salvation rather than a mere religious 
symbol. If this is what we want, then the world should see the 
Lord in us, calling us to come to grips with the fact that we are 
all “jars of clay who afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed…” because the 
power of Christ shines brightly through our weaknesses and 
persecutions. This is what makes us so countercultural. The fact 
that we revel and boast in our weakness while the world is 
ashamed and hides their weakness; it is the cold water to the 
face of a dying world. What will shake this world is not a bunch 
of strong religious people but a bunch of weak people, boasting 

in their weaknesses and Christ’s strength to  keep us no matter 
what. May we remember the simple fact of 2 Corinthians 
12:10: 

10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 
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Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0529 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

5th Annual Fun Run 
 

T W O  T H I R D S  W O R L D 

NETWORK will be holding their 5th 

annual Fun Run on  

Saturday, October 10, 2015.  

Runners/walkers will gather at 5:00 am at Valley Isle Fellowship 

and make their way at 5:30 am to Kihei’s Kalepulepo Park, a total 

of 10 miles.  If you would like to participate, sponsor a participant, 

or if you would simply like more information, please visit the 

website:  http://twothirdsworld.org or contact:   Grace Motonaga 

(cell: 357-4553). We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by 

building leaders and shaping the future. 

Registration Packets  available on back table 

PHILIPPINE FALL MISSION 
2015  

A CALL TO PRAYER  
 

Two Thirds World Network is once again 
putting together a mission in the Philippines this Fall.  Please begin praying how 
God may use you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philippines.  God is 
amazing  in the way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards and across 
oceans.  Often we go in thinking we will be an instrument in God’s Hands to 
change other’s lives when in reality we find that it is our life that is changed. 
Won’t you seriously consider joining us this Fall to see how God can work in 
miraculous ways for His Glory?  We would love to have YOU!! 
 

Tentative Schedule: November 6-20 2015 

Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

If interested or would like more information: please contact Vince Bagoyo 
(808) 357-3842 

http://twothirdsworld.org


 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together in prayer 
Sundays 6am  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  

(High St Sanctuary) 
 

Gather together to pray for God to move within ourselves, 
our church, community, nation and world.  Please join us 

for these very powerful times with the Lord and our 
brothers and sisters. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Be in the know.   
Join our text alerts. 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-out 
of messages at anytime by replying, 

‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 
 

Trouble using 81010?   
Try texting @mrvif to  

(808)670-3442 instead. 
 

Standard text message rates apply. 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

 

Week of Aug 27-29 
Edwards, Reimann, 

Kaneshiro 
 

Week of Sept 3-5 
Takaki, Endo,  

Kimura, Yamasaki 
 

Week of Sept 10-12 
Volunteers Needed 

 

 

Week of Sept 17-19 
Volunteers Needed 

  

6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 

 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(High St Property) 

 
6:00 pm 

Evening Service  
(High St Property) 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 

 August 2015 

 

 23 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  6 pm - Pastor Jeremy 

 

 24 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 
 25 Pastor Darren back in office 
 
 26 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 
 30 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
  9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
               6 pm - Pastor Darren 
 
 31 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 September 2015 

 
 2 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 
 6 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  6 pm - Pastor Darren 
 
 7 Labor Day—Office closed 
  NO Prayer Meetings 
     
 9 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 
 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 
 

I Will Boast 

Lord I Need You 

Jesus Loves Me 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Mark 11:15-33:  15 They came to Jerusalem, and He went into the temple complex and began to 
throw out those buying and selling in the temple. He overturned the money changers’ tables 
and the chairs of those selling doves, 16 and would not permit anyone to carry goods through 
the temple complex. 17 Then He began to teach them: “Is it not written, My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nations? But you have made it a den of thieves!”18 Then the chief priests 
and the scribes heard it and started looking for a way to destroy Him. For they were afraid of 
Him, because the whole crowd was astonished by His teaching. 19 And whenever evening came, 
they would go out of the city. 
 20 Early in the morning, as they were passing by, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up. 
21 Then Peter remembered and said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that You cursed is withered.” 
22 Jesus replied to them, “Have faith in God. 23 I assure you: If anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be 
lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says 
will happen, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, all the things you pray and ask for—
believe that you have received them, and you will have them. 25 And whenever you stand praying, 
if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven will also forgive 
you your wrongdoing. [26 But if you don’t forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your 
wrongdoing.]” 

 27 They came again to Jerusalem. As He was walking in the temple complex, the chief priests, the 
scribes, and the elders came 28 and asked Him, “By what authority are You doing these things? 
Who gave You this authority to do these things?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one ques-
tion; then answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 30 Was John’s 
baptism from heaven or from men? Answer Me.” 31 They began to argue among themselves: “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘From men’”—
they were afraid of the crowd, because everyone thought that John was a genuine prophet. 33 So 
they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what au-
thority I do these things.” 

  
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
I.                                     &                         are Powerful:  -  Mark 11:15-18 

            A.   All                             of a Christian need to be based in righteousness & truth. 

                        1. They may be                     . 

                        2. They may be                                   . 

                        3. They must be immersed in                               . 

            B. Evil has                                  with uncompromising righteousness & truth. 

                        1. Evil                                               its attack against uncompromised  

                             righteousness & truth. 
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Living in Power 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 



 

 

            2. Evil seeks to                         &                                righteousness & truth. 

                        3. Evil seeks to                  &                               righteousness & truth. 

 

II. When Jesus is                        there is Power.  -  Mark 11:19-33 

            A. Jesus is full of righteousness & truth and there is                                    in Him. 

                        1. Even the                             of the fig tree was done in righteousness & truth:  

      Mark 11:12-14 

                        2. All the                              ,                         , &                                 of the Lord are good, righteous,  

     and truthful! 

            B. Those who are Christians need to                                           , and not just                         . 

                        1. It is in your                                              & not your                             that you  will be judged on. 

                        2. Matthew 7:15-20  

            C. Righteousness & Truth are determined not by what you                   or                       but  rather    

     by                       you are and                       you do. 

 

III. There is Power in                                 .  -  Mark 11:25-26 

            A. Forgiveness is                                    . 

                        1. v. 25 says that you are to forgive, even if the offender has   

                    _______  _        ___________  ____________   ____________________. 

                        2. Forgive even when the offender is                                         .  

                        3. The key here is                  , not the                                   . 

            B. Unforgiveness brings                                     from                      . 
 

 IV. Fear of Righteousness & Truth empowers                .  -  Mark 11:27-33  

            A. People of                                     (the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders)     

     need to be confronted with righteousness & truth. 

      B. Identifying righteousness & truth is                           and                               . 

                        1. v. 31 – they knew the truth but argued about the  

                                             . 

 
Living in Power  (cont.) 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 



 

 

                        2. They were                            about how others would take their  response. 

            C. Fearing righteousness & truth will cause you to                        from it. 

                        1. By                               it. 

                        2. By                                                                 against it. 

            D. Righteousness & Truth does not encourage                        - (v. 33). 

                        1. John 8:31-32  

                        2. Matthew 7:5-6 
 
 

NOTES: 

 
Living in Power  (cont.) 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 


