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Here we are, already past Thanksgiving and heading towards Christmas and the New Years.  

Doesn’t it seem to you like time is just flying by so fast?  Valley Isle Fellowship has seen many 

things take place during this past year and our faith has been tested.  Every good and perfect 

gift cometh down from the Father above.   

 I N  T H I S  

ISSUE 

I believe that we are in the midst of 

changing our feeling on the challenges 

and trials that come upon us.  As soon 

as we begin to realize that all things 

work together for good for those that 

love the Lord and as we turn our 

hearts to God in praise and adoration 

during these times of challenge and 

distress, it is then that we will see the 

Power of God showered down on us.   

Now is a GREAT time to get it all to-

gether and come in praise and adora-

tion to the throne of God and give Him 

all the glory and honor.  If we, as indi-

viduals and as a church, begin to do 

this, we will see the Power of God re-

leased during this time of peace on 

earth, good will to all men. 

This can mean that during this 
Christmas Season, we could see 
many people saved and their lives 
transformed.  Instead of living as 
victims, we need to live our lives as 
victors.  For He that is within us is 
greater than he that is in the world.  
For we are more than conquerors 
through Jesus Christ who gives us 
life eternal. 

When we begin to live in the power 
of the Lord, we begin to see our-
selves overflowing with a powerful 
love for Jesus Christ.  This overflow 
will be an all consuming love for 
Jesus that will overflow to a world 
that so desperately needs the love 
of Jesus.  It is such a powerful hope 
to see the love and power of the 
Lord come alive in each and every 
person. 

In the past, this experience has 
been called a Great Spiritual Awak-
ening.  This is a power that causes 
us to love the Lord like we have 
never done before.  It is a power 
that causes us to be repulsed by sin 
and to become over powered by a 
consuming love for sinners that 
compels us to witness of the love 
and grace of Jesus Christ that for-
gives, cleanses, and empowers one 
to live above the entrapments of 
sin. 

 

Is it too much to prayer for and dream 
of, a Christmas Season where the peo-
ple of God are empowered to bring 
glory, honor, and majesty to the King 
of kings and the Lord of lords?  Christ-
mas, 2013 can be a page in history 
that marks the beginning of the re-
claiming of the Island of Maui for the 
Lord Jesus.  Reclaiming Maui by seeing 
men, women, and children being 
saved and transformed into people 
who sacrificially love Jesus as their 
Lord, Master, and Savior would be 
very exciting. 

 During this Christmas Season, 
let’s pull out the stops and work on 
loving our Lord like we have never 
done before.  Let’s love Him in a way 
where our love over flows to touch the 
lives around us who truly need the 
Love of God.  It is possible for this to 
happen, so let us work to see this 
made probable.  May the Lord bless 
you with His power and might during 
this blessed time. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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V.I.F  - Visional Intentional Focus 
We at Valley Isle Fellowship need to have a Visional Intentional Focus or V.I.F. for short. It has been said 
that whatever you focus on that’s what you move towards. Let me give you an example. 

One day I decided that I needed a new vehicle and I made it a point to schedule a weekend to intentionally go and shop 
and buy me a new vehicle. I had the money, I was going to take the time to go and shop around for a vehicle and I 
made sure that I would have my checkbook in my hand the day I set out to look for a vehicle to purchase. Nothing was 
going to stop me or get in my way to buy a vehicle at the price I was willing to give for. 

In 2003,  I decided to shop for a truck.  I found a 2001 Toyota Tundra truck.  Everything looked good. The mileage was 
really, really low for a two year old truck. It had a little fender dent but I was okay with that. When I talked with the 
salesperson, we had a disagreement of a $100 dollar difference to purchase the truck. He wasn’t willing to sale me the 
truck $100 less, even when I told him I have my check and I can write the total amount .  That day I left the car lot un-
successful. The following day, as I was driving , all I saw was Toyota trucks similar to the one I wanted. Everywhere I 
went I saw a Toyota Tundra truck. 

The reason I kept seeing the truck was because my mind was so fixed and focused on it to the point that it was all I 
thought about. I knew what was going on around me and what I was doing but all I could think about was that Toyota 
Tundra Truck.  Then I realized I knew the General Sales Manager!  I gave him a call and explained my situation and he 
told me that he would get back to me. In five minutes he called me back and said, “Go pick up your truck”. Today, I still 
have that truck; the problem is it costs too much money to fill up the truck with gasoline being that it has a V-8 engine 
in it. It doesn’t matter though because the end result was I got what I focused my mind on intentionally getting. 

 Today, it is the same for the church that needs to have a visional intentional focus or V.I.F. for short. The question is, 
what do we intentionally focus on that should be our vision? The answer is found in Matthew 14:22-31 and it says,  

 

The context of this passage is Jesus and his disciples were doing kingdom work on earth. People were told to believe in 
Jesus and repent from their sins. In this passage they were coming to Jesus for the healings and wonders that he was 
doing. As the disciples were in the boat going to the other side of the lake a storm arose and caused them to panic. Je-
sus came to their rescue and assured them that everything is going to be okay. Peter went a step further and asked to 
come on the water and walk towards him. Jesus gave the okay and Peter got out of the boat and started walking to-
wards Jesus. However, when Peter started to focus on the storm he began to sink in the water. Jesus came to save Pe-
ter but notice the response Jesus told Peter for the reason he was sinking. He said, “You have so little faith, Jesus said, 
“Why did you doubt me?” 
   

 

“22 Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of 

the lake, while he sent the people home. 23 After sending them home, he went up into the hills by himself to 

pray. Night fell while he was there alone. 24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for 

a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning  Jesus 

came toward them, walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were 

terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he 

said. “Take courage. I am here!” 28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, 

walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the 

water toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. 

“Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” 

Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 
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Continuation from page 2 

When Jesus is not the center of our attention we 
start to lose focus and the things of this world be-
gins to worry and consume us. The only way for 
Peter to remain focused on Jesus in the midst of 
the circumstances is to have faith that He can do all 
things. Peter asked Jesus to save him and that 
needs to be the vision we need to keep envisioning. 

The only thing I wanted to do was to buy me a new 
vehicle. Jesus intentionally came to do one thing 
and one thing only. In Luke 19:10 Jesus said, “For 
the Son of Man came to seek and save those who 
are lost.” It was only that General Sales Manager 
that made things happen for me to buy the truck. It 
is only Jesus that can save people from their sins, 
but I want to add and emphasize something with 
you in light of this passage. In light of how bad the 
world’s past, present and future circumstances are 
or will be, JESUS WILL SAVE PEOPLE. The promise of 
the Gospel is, it will change many lives but it did not 
promise to change the world. 

Let’s continue the vision that Jesus gave us. Let’s 
change the lives of people and pray, that it will 
change the world we live in. When we begin to do 
that, it is the Lord that will lead us to do what He 
wants to get done. Let our lives be “Gospel Cen-
tered”. When our lives are Gospel Centered, there 
will be gospel living, gospel encouraging, and gos-
pel sharing. Have faith in Jesus and you will have 
the joy, the ultimate joy in the Lord.  Let’s pray that 
you and I will have a Visional – Intentional – Focus 
on Jesus, one that would be worth giving our lives 
for. 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 

In place of a grab bag, a $5 cash 

donation will be collected.  This 

proceeds will be donated to VIF  

family in need. 

Seniors Christmas Luncheon 

December 12, 2013 

Kahili Restaurant (Waikapu) 

10:30 am—2 pm 

Today is the last day to sign up! 

 

Contact: 

 Thelma Waki 242-7248 or 

 Cecile Hashimoto 878-3739 

 

CHILD CARE SCHEDULE 

TEAM 5: Shayna Manlapao, Chevelle Moniz, 

Dayna Asuncion, Seth Yamada, Wayne Sniffen 

TEAM 1: Jennifer & Corey Egami, Donna Nozaki, 

Elijah Douglas, Christian Motonaga 

TEAM 2: Joycelyn Kiaha, Marion Kimura, Avery 

Yamada, Zachary Yamada, Kaiani Kiaha, Daniel 

Olaso 

Team 3: Gretel Saros, Rose Quenga, Daniel 

Quenga, Shalia Mendez, Danica Cooley, Dyllan 

Cooley 

Dec 8:   Team 5 

Dec 15:  Team 1 

Dec 22:   Team 2 

Dec 29:   Team 3 

Deepest Condolences to Wendy Isbell  

& Family 
 

It is with deep sorrow that we, the staff and 
members of Valley Isle Fellowship, express our 
sincerest condolences to Wendy Isbell in the 
passing of her dear Father.  Mr. Joyo passed 
away last Sunday morning, Dec. 1st.  Please 
hold the family in your prayers as they go 
through this heavy time of grief. 
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Welcome 

 Jedidiah Makanamakamaeokalani 

Kiesling 

“every good and 

perfect gift 

comes from the 

father above” 

Pastor Jeremy on Vacation 

            Pastor Jeremy & family will  

            be on vacation from 

              Dec 4th—Dec 14th 

              In Dallas, Texas Spending time  

              with Amy’s Family 

 

 

Congratulations 

Keri Kiesling, gave birth to a 7lb 5.6 oz  

20 inches long baby boy on Dec 1 

5:30 pm.   

Keri will be on maternity leave for 8 wks.   

VIF Surf Ministry 

Come join us 

December 23, 2013 

8 am—12 pm 

Kalama Beach Park 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 6:30 PM 
Our annual Christmas Eve service will be held on Tuesday,   

December 24th at the Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.    Invite your families and friends for 

this night of inspiration and worship unto our Lord. 

Let’s pray that this service will bring glory & honor to our Lord 

Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate. 

 

Setup help is needed.  We will start setting up at 5:30 pm.  
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Worker Recruitment & Training Orientation— Jan. 5, 2014  

We have been made aware of a potentially harmful situation that we can prevent.  Child sex 
abuse is occurring with alarming frequency.  Children within church programs are not immune 
to this evil calamity.  Therefore, we are instituting a Child Sex Abuse Prevention program 
within VIF that will train our workers to identify, report, and prevent child abuse.  This will 
include an online video training with a 
program called Ministry Safe.  After watching 
about an hour and a half of videos and 
successfully taking a test, one will be 
recognized as having completed this part of 
training.  There will then be an orientation on 
the Policies and Procedures that we have 
adopted for our ministries.  Finally, we will be 
paying for each person to go through a 
National Criminal Background Check.  We will 
also train each person to carry out the 

Adopted at the VIF Annual Busi-
ness Meeting 
Last Sunday evening at our Annual Busi-
ness Meeting, Pam Edwards, Ben 
Mendez, Grace Motonaga, Andy Sniffen, 
and Dominic Sugitan were elected as 
Trustees.   

The 2014 Calendar was presented.  The 
2014 Budget was adopted.  Finally, our 
Constitution and By-Laws were revised 
because of the possible ramifications that 
the passage of Same-Sex Marriage could 
have on our church.  The 2014 Calendar, 
2014 Adopted Budget, and the revised 
VIF Constitution & By-Laws are being pro-
vided for you today on the back table.  
There are only 50 copies, but more can be 
made available, if you so desire.  (A note 
on the Budget – In putting together 
budget worksheet, the pastor’s formula 
for calculating the total figure was wrong.  
Inadvertently, one line was added twice.  
Therefore, we were able to add the 2 
items that were voted on and we did not 
have to raise the anticipated income.  In 
fact, we were able to add the 2 items and 
we were still $6,822.50 under the antici-
pated budgeted income.  We are sorry for 
the mistake and the aggravation that this 
mistake has caused.) 

Energy Conservation 
We need to be good stewards of all that 
God has blessed us with.  Therefore, we 
are asking everyone’s help to conserve en-
ergy by shutting off all lights and a/c units 
as you leave the areas that you use.  If you 
can do without the a/c units by opening 
windows, then please close the windows 
before leaving.  As we become wise stew-
ards of all that God has given to us, He will 
bless us richly.  A big Mahalo for your help 
in being good stewards of all that God 
blesses us with. 
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A Special Gift for a Spiritual Blessing 

Matthew 1:1-25 NLT 
 

1. The Special gift was ___________  _____________, the Messiah. v.1-16  
 

2. The Father of Jesus is ____________. v.16  
 

3. Mary became pregnant by the ____________ of _____ ________ __________. V.18  
 

4. Joseph continued on by the assurance of ________________. V.20-24  
 

5. Jesus’ name means _____  ________ ________. V.21 
 

 

Jesus is the gift of ____________ ___________ for all who believe in Him.  

NOTES: 

MESSAGE 6 



 

CALENDAR 

TONITE 
Two-Thirds Missions Trip Presentation 
By Grace Motonaga & Vince Bagoyo 

On November 23rd on our Waikapu Property, under the Tent, at night, several of us were 
blessed to hear an exciting account of the missions trip that Grace Motonaga and Vince 
Bagoyo just returned from.  This was a thrilling and heart warming report.  This meeting was 
done on the spur of the moment and emails were sent out to advertise this.  However many 
of you did not get the word or did not get it in time.  Therefore, tonight at our 6 PM Service 
we will once again have the opportunity to hear Grace and Vince.  We want to urge you to 
come and find out what our members are doing in loving serve to the Lord overseas. 
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15 

 

20 

22 

 

24 

29 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2014 DECEMBER 2013 

6 pm (2/3 World Mission Program 

a.m.  Pastor Stephen-A Sacrifice of Love 

p.m.  Pastor Darren- Prayer that Revives 

DOE last day of school for Christmas break 

a.m.  Pastor Jeremy 

p.m.  Pastor Stephen- Prayer that Exalts 

Jesus 

p.m.  Pastor Jeremy—Christmas Eve 

a.m.  Pastor Darren-Jesus, the Hope for the 

Future 

p.m.  Pastor Jeremy- Prayer that Protects 

the Church 
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 9 

 

12 

 

19 

 

20 

23 

26 

a.m.  Pastor Stephen 

Noon-2 pm—Worker Recruitment & Train-

ing Oreintation 

p.m.  Pastor Darren- Prayer for those who 

will be Saved  

DOE students return to school 

8 am-3 pm MCBA Pastors’ Conference 

(Kihei Baptist Chapel) 

a.m.  Pastor Jeremy 

p.m.  Pastor Stephen– A Prayer for VIF 

a.m.  Pastor Darren-Sanctity of Human Life 

p.m.  Pastor Jeremy 

Martin Luther King Day Holiday 

Surf Ministry Outing 

DOE students return to school 

a.m.  Pastor Stephen 

p.m.  Pastor Darren 


