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Feeling stuck in the past with no hope of the future.  Many people that I have counseled have been plagued by this kind of 
despair.  They wanted so desperately to move on into a bright and hopeful future, but could not move beyond the past.  One 
of the joys of the Christmas and New Year’s Season is to be thankful for the past, but to also focus on moving ahead into the 
new year by leaving behind the heavy burdens of the past.  The focus of this article is to remind you of the promises of Scrip-
ture and the great gift that Jesus Christ has given to us.  

 I N  T H I S  

ISSUE 

John 3:16-17 (NLT) 
16

”For God loved the 

world so much that He gave His one and 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

Him will not perish but have eternal life.  
17

God sent His Son into the world not to 

judge the world, but to save the world 

through Him.” 

Please be reminded of God’s love for you.  

Such great love for you He has that He 

gave up His one and only Son that you 

might not perish.  Jesus’ main purpose was 

NOT to come and judge you, but to save 

you.  He knows you so well that He knows 

the exact (running) count of the hairs on 

your head (Matthew 10:30).  His love for 

you is both intimate and personal.  His 

love for you causes Him to know you so 

intimately, that He knows you better than 

you know yourself.  Therefore, He knows 

what you need better than you do.  You 

can trust Him with your whole life because 

of His intimate and personal love for you. 

Sometimes we feel so defeated by the 

sins in our lives that the feelings of 

hopelessness seem to drown us in de-

spair.  However, you remember that I 

said to you that God’s love for you is 

both intimate and personal.  Well, let 

me also say to you that “Nothing is Im-

possible with God!” (Luke 1:37).  Look 

up this verse in Luke and mark it so that 

you won’t forget it.  Nothing is impossi-

ble with the God who loves us so much.  

Whatever He wants to do in and 

through our lives IS possible because of 

His great love for us. 

If you read through the book of 

Jeremiah, you will see that Israel had 

sinned greatly against the Lord God 

Almighty.  Yet, God said, 

 “Nevertheless, the time will come 

when I will heal Jerusalem’s wounds 

and give it prosperity and true peace.  I 

will restore the fortunes of Judah and 

Israel and rebuild their towns.  I will 

cleanse them of their sins against me 

and forgive all their sins of rebellion.  

Then this city will bring me joy, glory, 

and honor before all the nations of the 

earth!  The people of the world will see 

all the good I do for my people, and 

they will tremble with awe at the 

peace and prosperity I provide for 

them.”    Jeremiah 33:6-9 (NLT) 

No matter what sins or circumstances 

seem to be drowning you, you can be 

forgiven and cleansed and set on a path 

leading to abundant joy.  Jesus said, 

“My purpose is to give them a rich and 

satisfying life (John 10:10b).”  Then you 

read “Don’t you realize that those who 

do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom 

of God?   

Don’t fool yourselves.  Those who indulge 

in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or 

commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, 

or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, 

or greedy people, or drunkards, or are 

abusive, or cheat people – none of these 

will inherit the Kingdom of God.  Some of 

you were once like that.  But you were 

cleansed; you were made holy; your were 

made right with God by calling on the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God.”   

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NLT) 

If God can forgive, cleanse, and empower 

those mention in this passage in 1 Corin-

thians, can He set you and I free?  I believe 

so.  You also need to believe that God can 

and will set you free if you will simply to 

submit to Him and lovingly obey Him.  The 

first thing you have to do is to ask Him for 

forgiveness and cleansing.  Then you have 

to ask Him to fill your life with His Holy 

Spirit.  Then you need to forgive yourself 

and live a forgiven life.  When all of this 

happens, just imagine what your future 

hold for you. 

Last question.  What is stopping you from 

living the full and abundant life of John 

10:10b? 

Yours In Christ 
Stephen Kaneshiro 
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Seek by Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 

Every year, December is the time that we focus on World Mis-

sions.  The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is our way of lifting up 

the needs of those around the world that need to come to know 

Jesus Christ as their Lord, Master, and Savior.  We want to en-

courage you to consider giving a sacrificial gift so that those 

around the world can be given the opportunity to hear about Je-

sus Christ.  Every penny that you give in this special offering will 

go to the field.  Not a penny will be kept here in the United States 

and used for overhead expenses.  All of it will go to sharing the 

Gospel with those around the world.  Give lovingly and obediently 

to the Lord. 

2 

TTTThis Christmas was different for me. I 

did not get caught up by the hustle and 

bustle of gift buying. I was not stressed 

in making sure I got a gift for everyone, 

and I did not feel frustrated by the mob 

rush of people in the stores or finding 

parking. I began to focus on one thing 

that helped me in putting everything 

else in its right perspective. It’s not that 

I’m neglecting other things or people, it 

is quite the opposite. I began to see 

things more clearly and in its proper 

order.  

If I can put it in one word that best de-

scribes what I have been doing lately, it 

would be the word, “Seek”. I am not 

perfect but trying hard not to seek after 

things nor powers or gifts but to seek 

after Christ. 

Someone once said, “As a disciple cares 

each day for the things God has trusted 

to him, God, his heavenly Father cares 

for his daily needs.” In Matthew 6:33 

NCV it says something just like that, 

 “Seek first God’s kingdom and what 

God wants.  Then all your other needs 

will be met as well .” 

The word seek has the meanings of; to 

seek after, seek for, aim at, strive after. 

Do you remember when Jesus was talk-

ing to the Samaritan woman at the  

well? He was thirsty and hungry. But 

when his disciples came back and of-

fered him food, Jesus’ response was “I 

already have food to eat.” What 

quenched his appetite? He was minister-

ing to the spiritual needs of the woman 

and the people from her town. How 

about the time when He was tempted 

by the devil to turn stones into bread 

because He was hungry. Jesus said in 

Matthew 4:4 NIV,  

“Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man 

does not live on bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the mouth 

of God.”  

He was on the offense defeating the 

devil and that provided for his emotional 

and physical needs at that time. All that, 

Jesus was aiming at was doing the fa-

ther’s will by Seeking God’s kingdom and 

what he wants. Every one of us I believe 

has three types of needs; an emotional 

need, a physical need and a spiritual 

need.  

We all look for things or people to take 

care of our emotional and physical 

needs and to some extent it’s not all 

that bad. Some of it is good but some 

can really be bad. The way I see Jesus 

meeting his emotional and physical 

needs is by seeking for and after his 

spiritual need first and foremost, and 

that is by seeking after the Father. He 

did it by loving God his father and want-

ing to please HIM. When Jesus is seeking 

after the father for his spiritual needs, in 

reality what he is doing is seeking after 

the Father’s desires and what pleases 

him. That has always met Jesus’ emo-

tional and physical needs because he 

trusts the father from that point on.  The 

context that surrounds Matthew 6:33 is 

that the Jews need to walk by faith in 

God. Prior to hearing that verse, the 

Jewish people had never walked with 

God in faith. It was always by the com-

mands of the written and oral laws.  

When I seek after Jesus, I strive after 

him by aiming my life to following him 

and  I believe I will begin to know what it 

means to walk by faith in the Son of 

God. As Jesus placed his life in the fa-

ther’s hands and be certain to be cared 

for, so will I place mines, in His…...SEEK. 

“Seek first God’s kingdom and what 

God wants.  Then all your other 

needs will be met as well .” 



 

 
Pastor Darren Sarmiento  

My Hope for the Future 

Matthew 19:16-26 KJV 
 

16
And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 

life? 
17

And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou 

wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
18

He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no mur-

der, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
19

Honour thy  

father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
20

The young man saith unto him, All 

these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 
21

Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go 

and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow 

me. 
22

But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 
23

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 

of heaven. 
24

And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 

man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
25

When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, 

who then can be saved? 
26

But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, with men this is impossible; but with 

God all things are possible. Matthew 19:16-26 KJV 
 

1. He did not see Jesus for ____________ ________ _________.  

 

2. He did not accept Jesus' _______________. 

 

3. He will never know Jesus' _______________. 

 

The Lord has everything except...._______. 

NOTES: 

MESSAGE - AM 
3 



 

 
Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro  

Prayer that protects the church 

Colossians 4:2-4 

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 
3 

At the same time, pray 

also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on 

account of which I am in prison— 
4 

that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 

1. Focused ________________ 

 a. ______________ 

 b. ______________ 

  c. _______________ 

2.  Mission _________________ 

  a. Open  ______________ 

  b. ________________ 

NOTES: 

MESSAGE - PM 
4 
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Energy Conservation 

We need to be good stewards of all that 

God has blessed us with.  Therefore, we are 

asking everyone’s help to conserve energy 

by shutting off all lights and a/c units as you 

leave the areas that you use.  If you can do 

without the a/c units by opening windows, 

then please close the windows before leav-

ing.  As we become wise stewards of all that 

God has given to us, He will bless us richly.   

A big Mahalo for your help in being good 

stewards of all that God blesses us with. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

PRAYER MEETING CANCELLED 
 Wednesday, January 1 

We will start again on 

January 8, 2014 

Volunteers Opportunities 

Church Facilities on High Street - We need volun-

teers to help clean: 

4 Bathrooms   

Floors  - Vacuum\sweep\mop 

Empty trash 

Your help and hands are needed in volunteering once 

a week either Thursday, Friday, or Saturday  to keep 

our church facilities clean.  If 3 people were to volun-

teer each week, it would take only 

about an hour or so to complete.   

By joining together in this task, we can 

bring glory and honor to the Lord and 

have fellowship and fun at the same 

time. 

 

Please pray about offering your extra 

time.  Sign up will be at the back table.   

Event Schedule 

FRIDAY, January 3 

7-8:15 pm 
Praying Through Scripture Part I 

8:15-8:30 pm - BREAK 

8:30-9:15 pm 
Praying Through Scripture Part II 

SATURDAY, January 4 

8:30-9:40 am 
 The Biblical Basis of Meditation 

on Scripture 

9:40-9:55 am - BREAK 

9:55-11:05 am 
 Methods of Meditation on  
 Scripture Part I 

11:05-11:20 am - BREAK 

11:20 am-12:30 pm 
 Methods of Meditation on  
 Scripture Part II 

Admission is Free - Register by emailing at  

info@waterhouselecture.org Or call (808) 732-5561 ext. 204 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Worker Recruitment & Training 

Orientation— Jan. 5, 2014  

We have been made aware of a potentially harmful 

situation that we can prevent.  Child sex abuse is 

occurring with alarming frequency.  Children within 

church programs are not immune to this evil 

calamity.  Therefore, we are instituting a Child Sex 

Abuse Prevention program within VIF that will train 

our workers to identify, report, and prevent child 

abuse.  This will include an online video training with 

a program called Ministry Safe.  After watching 

about an hour and a half of videos and successfully 

taking a test, one will be recognized as having 

completed this part of training.  There will then be 

an orientation on the Policies and Procedures that 

we have adopted for our ministries.  Finally, we will 

be paying for each person to go through a National 

Criminal Background Check.  We will also train each 

person to carry out the spiritual ministry that they 

volunteer for.  All of this will be introduced on 

January 5
th

 and we will give you some time for a 

questions and answers. 

We are requiring these measures for all who work 

with children, 18 years old and younger.  We are in 

need of more workers in all of the ministries from 

Youth down to child care.  The need is so great that 

we are considering closing some ministries because 

of a lack of qualified workers.  Parents, we know 

that you want the best ministry and care for your 

children and so do we.  We want to therefore urge 

all of you parents to get qualified in these ministries 

and to serve all of our children.  Doing this will also 

have the added benefit of helping to create an 

atmosphere where ministry to your children could 

continue even in your homes.  Please pray and 

consider being a part of actively ministering to your 

children and the other children of VIF. 

Politics & the Church by Stephen Kaneshiro 

As I have revealed to you in the past, I am very leery of the 

church’s involvement in the realm of politics.  Even my 

staff, Pastor Darren & Pastor Jeremy, are both highly skep-

tical of getting VIF involved in this realm.  I know that the 

church’s highest and primary mission will always be the 

sharing of the Gospel to see men, women, and children 

saved and then discipled into a mature and reproducing 

faith in Jesus Christ.  That will always be front and center in 

all that Valley Isle Fellowship does.  The fear and skepticism 

comes as we try to mix our highest calling with this new 

involvement.  If we ever take the spotlight off of winning 

people to faith in Jesus Christ and discipling them, we will 

loose our moorings as a Christ centered church. 

Therefore, here is what I want you to consider and pray 

about.  As a private citizen, not as your Pastor, I plan to 

keep informed and involved in political issues that affect 

the morality of our community and society.  I have outlined 

some convictions that I need to keep aware of and to do 

my best to work for. 

I will work diligently to support in every way people and 

organization who hold these same values and will work 

diligently to restore these values in all government sectors. 

1.  To restore a Representative Government where elected 

officials represent the people. 

2.  To restore the highest level of integrity within all levels 

of government where elected officials’ word can be 

once again “trusted.” 

3.   To restore righteousness to our state: 

a. Promoting and protecting religious liberties. 

b. Promoting and protecting traditional marriage and 

family as the cornerstone of society. 

c. Defending human life from its earliest moments to 

natural death. 

If you would like to join me in this journey to try and ac-

complish the above stated thoughts, then I would ask that 

you follow me on my personal email.  On my personal 

email, I will attempt to witness of the saving grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and to disciple people by saying that we 

have to make a difference in our society and community.  

This can be accomplished by knowing the moral and politi-

cal issues and then trying to affect a Biblical World View by 

voting properly at the ballot boxes.  I will be setting up this 

blog in the next few weeks and then I will let you know 

where to find me.  I will start this blog by letting you hear 

what I am hearing about “Pono Choices,” the sex-ed pro-

gram that has been released upon our Intermediate School 

Students.  With so many things happening in VIF, I am not 

so sure how active I can be on this blog, but I am planning 

to do my best to make a difference. 

(Con’t) 

The personal email that I have set up is 

mailto:snkaneshiro@gmail.com.  If you will send me an 

email at this address, I will send to you the information 

that I have mentioned above.  This action is being taken to 

make sure that we don’t water down what we are trying 

to accomplish in Valley Isle Fellowship.  God bless you all 

as you seek to be all that Christ is guiding you to be.  May 

you bring glory and honor to Him in all that you think, do, 

and say. 
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Senior Pastor 

Stephen Kaneshiro 

(808) 419-8100 

icastephen@gmail.com 

Pastor of Discipleship 

Jeremy Kaneshiro 

(808) 280-2780 

vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Pastor of Worship 

Darren Sarmiento 

(808) 757-1651 

darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

473 S. High Street | P.O. Box 886 | Wailuku  HI  96793 | (P) 808.244.0865 (F) 808.249.0235 

Email: vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com | Website: www.vifmaui.com 

December 2013December 2013December 2013December 2013    

29 - am Preaching - Pastor Darren  

        pm Preaching - Pastor Jeremy 

31 - New Years Eve 

January 2014January 2014January 2014January 2014    

5 -   am Preaching—Pastor Stephen 

        Noon-2pm Worker Recruitment & Orientation Training  

        pm Preaching Pastor Darren  

7 -   DOE Students return to school 

9 -   MCBA Pastors' Conference (8am-3pm ) 

                                            (Kihei Baptist Chapel) 

12 - am Preaching - Pastor Jeremy 

        pm Preaching - Pastor Stephen  

19 - am  Preaching - Pastor Darren 

        pm  Preaching - Pastor Jeremy 

20 - Martin Luther King Day Holiday (Office Close) 

        Surf Ministry Outing 

23 - MCBA Executive Board Mtg 

26-  am Preaching -  Pastor Stephen 

        pm Preaching -  Pastor Darren 

1 -   New Years Day (Office Close) 

Child Care Schedule 

Today 

Team 3: Gretel Saros, Rose 

Quenga, Daniel Quenga, Shalia 

Mendez, Danica Cooley, Dyllan 

Cooley 

Jan   Feb   Mar  

5 : Team 4  2 : Team 3  2 : Team 2 

12 : Team 5  9 : Team 4  9 : Team 3 

19 : Team 1  16 : Team 5  16 : Team 4 

26 : Team 2  23 : Team 1  23 : Team 5 

      30 : Team 1 

 Teams   

Team 1 - Corey Egami, Donna Nozaki, Elijah Douglas, 

Christian Motonaga 

Team 2 -  Joycelyn\Kaiani Kiaha, Marion Kimura, 

Elaine Yamasaki, Avery\Zachary Yamada, 

Daniel Olaso 

Team 3 -  Gretel Saraos, Rosie\Vicky\Daniel Quenga, 

Shalia Mendez, Danica Cooley, Dyllan Caolie 

Team 4 – Karen\ Kolbe\ Alysha Fontanilla, 

Judy\Jaydee\Jules Giron, Janice Robello 

Team 5 -  Shayna Manlapao, Chavelle Moniz, Dayna 

Asuncion,  Seth Yamada, Wayne Sniffen 


