
 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

Love God. Love His Church. Love His World 

Christmas is over, but…: by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

I pray that you and your family had a great and blessed Christmas.  However, let’s not forget to love, honor, 
and serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  So many times, right after Christmas comes to an end, so does 
our love and devotion to Jesus Christ.  I want to encourage you to keep the Christ of Christmas in all of your 
New Year’s plans and activities.  Remember that He is not only the reason for the season, but He is also the 
reason for our living.  We need to live for Him at all times.  

As you look to closing out this year and 
looking forward to a new year, don’t 
forget to make loving Jesus with all of 
your heart, mind, and soul the highest 
priority in all your life and plans.  This 
would be the greatest thing that you 
could do and this is why it is called the 
Great Commandment.   
 
As all of us here at VIF look to a new 
year in 2015, let’s start planning to 
make this next year a year that will 
bring glory and honor to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  The only way to ac-
complish this is to focus on loving the 
Lord like we never have loved Him be-
fore.  It is difficult to concentrate on 
loving the Lord with all of your heart, 
mind, and soul when the difficulties of 
life fall upon us.  However, this is when 
it becomes most important that we fo-
cus on the Great Commandment.  It is in 
loving the Lord supremely that all of 
God’s power and glory becomes so evi-
dent. 
 
I believe that 2015 could be a very tu-
multuous time in our world, nation, 
state, and even in the County of Maui.  
As you study what is going on in politics, 
social life, and even in the church you 

will see that devastating changes are 
occurring.  As I read scripture, I see that 
it says that it will be like in the days of 
Noah when the Lord returns.  I also 
know that scripture says that no one 
knows the time of His return.  However, 
scripture also says that we need to 
study the seasons and the signs.  With 
all that is currently going on around us, 
if this is not like the days of Noah where 
there was so much immorality, corrup-
tion, disrespect, and self-centeredness, 
then the "days of Noah" will be horrific.   
 
The only way to be victorious during 
tumultuous and horrific times is to keep 
our eyes on Jesus.  This was dynami-
cally, but painfully, demonstrated in the 
1st Century where many Christians re-
fused to betray their love and loyalty to 
Jesus Christ.  Therefore many were im-

prisoned, 
p e r s e -
cuted, and 
martyred 
for their 
love, faith, 
and com-
m i t m e n t 

to Jesus.  Instead of having their eyes on 
the things of this world, they kept their 
eyes on the author and finisher of their 
faith who promised them an eternity 
with Him in the glory and joy of Heaven.  
The songwriter wrote so appropriately, 
“…and the things of earth will grow 
strangely dim in the light of His glory 
and grace.”  
 
I believe that 2015 will hold some very 
challenging and stressful days.  Through 

 

these times of challenge we have to re-
member, and be committed, to the fact 
that God is also in control, especially 
when it seems that He is not in control.  
He holds us in the palms of His hands 
even through the storms of life.  We 
need to remember that He has already 
won the battle and we just need to keep 
our loyalty and faith in Him. 
 
Dear people of VIF, we need to begin 
planning and setting the course to love 
Him with all that we are and with all 
that we have.  Can 2015 be the year we 
turn the corner and love Him su-
premely?  That choice and decision is up 
to each of us as individuals.  I encourage 
you to set your course and be deter-
mined to arrive at the shores of loving 
faithfulness to Jesus Christ.  God bless 
you all. 
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What Are You Thankful For? 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Hebrews 10:1-4 
 
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the 
true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continu-
ally offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would 
they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been 
cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these sacri-
fices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins. 
 
Have you said "sorry" but knew that saying “sorry” wasn’t enough because you had messed up pretty bad?  You could tell that 
“sorry” wasn’t good enough for the other person, even if you really meant it. How does it work with God? When we mess up 
does He expect us to be sincere in our feeling “sorry”?  By what measurement does He forgive us? Usually in church, we hear 
“you need to really mean it when you confess.” Can our sincerity forgive sin? Will our sincerity convince God to stop being angry 
or disappointed with us? Can our sacrifices and hard work prove worthy enough to God to forgive? 
 
St. Athanasius, a church father, wrote in “On the incarnation”: 
 
Nor does repentance recall men from what is according to their nature; all that it does is to make them cease from sinning. Had it 
been a case of a trespass only, and not of a subsequent corruption, repentance would have been well enough; but when once 
transgression had begun men came under the power of the corruption proper to their nature and were bereft of the grace which 
belonged to them as creatures in the Image of God. No, repentance could not meet the case. What—or rather WHO was it that 
was needed for such grace and such recall as we required? Who, save the Word of God Himself, Who also in the beginning had 
made all things out of nothing? His part it was, and His alone, both to bring again the corruptible to incorruption and to maintain 
for the Father His consistency of character with all. For He alone, being Word of the Father all above all, was in consequence both 
able to recreate all, and worthy to suffer on behalf of all and to be an ambassador for all with the Father. 
 
I am thankful for Jesus that my standing before the Lord is by His blood covering all my sins. I am thankful that I don’t have to 
sacrifice bulls or goats (who by the way can’t forgive sins anyway) to plead for forgiveness. But that I can run to the cross every-
day and be reminded that at the cross ALL my sins were wiped away…and be reminded of the glorious truth that Jesus is my 
confidence and my prayer is that all of our hearts would echo Philip Bliss in his great hymn “Hallelujah, What a Savior” : 
 

“ Guilty, vile, and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God was He; “Full atonement!” can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior!”  
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A Special Movie at Tonight’s Service: 

Tonight we will begin our service at 5:30 PM to allow 
us a little more time to watch the movie, “Last 
Ounce of Courage.”  This is an inspiring movie that 
will challenge all of us in the areas of God, Country, 
and Family.  Please join us a half hour earlier at 5:30 
to be inspired.  Oh, by the way.  It might be good to 
bring some Kleenex with you tonight. 

  \     Schedule  
         

Today  
December 28, 2014 

Team 4 

Karen Fontanilla 
Judy Giron 
Jaydee Giron 
 

Jules Giron 
Kolbe Fontanilla 
Alysha Fontanilla 



 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Do you, or someone you know, need 
groceries?  Then come to the back of 
the church TODAY, DECEMBER 28th, 
to the Food Pantry to grab a bag of 
groceries and share a prayer giving 
GLORY to GOD as he grows us in 
knowledge and grace. 
  
A bag of groceries in someone’s life 
may be just the opportunity to supply 
a need, develop a relationship, and 
share the truth of God’s Eternal love 
in the Gospel of Jesus.   The pantry will 
be open to distribute a bag of grocer-
ies to members of our church, friends, 
and neighbors. The plan is to make 
ourselves available to both be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to meet prac-
tical needs, as well as to create oppor-
tunities to develop relationships and 
share the Gospel simply defined as 
God’s perfect love for us in Jesus 
Christ.  
  
Stop by the back of the church.  Get a 
bag. Bring a friend or help identify 
someone who may be blessed by a 
visit and a bag of groceries.  If you 
know anyone outside of our church 
with whom we can share the true gos-
pel as we meet physical needs, let us 
know. God will use us all for His Glory 
as we live out Acts 2:42-47. We all 
have something to share as brothers 
and sisters in God’s family.  
  
If you have any questions, please feel 

free to contact Vince Bagoyo at: 357-

3842 or bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com. 
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Volunteers 

Needed! 
We are in need of people to 
volunteer to clean our 
church facilities on High 
Street.  Tasks include: 
 
Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
1. Vacuum floors 
2. Empty rubbish  
        containers 
3. Straighten room/dust   
        as  needed 
 
Please sign-up in the 
back  or call or email the 
church office if you'd like 
to help.  We ask that you 
choose one day of the fol-
lowing: Thursday, Friday, 
OR Saturday of the week 
that you are able to volun-
teer to do the work.  
 
If three people were to vol-
unteer each week, it would 
take only about an hour or 
so to complete.  By joining 
together in this task, we 
can have fellowship, fun, 
and bring glory and honor 
to the Lord.  Please pray 
about this need.  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

On Sunday, January 4th and 11th, we will be 
having a Question & Answer time, starting at 
1pm.  These two sessions are very important and 
we want to urge you to attend them so that you 
will be as informed and enabled as possible to 
pray effectively for the business session that we 
are calling on January 18th.  During this business 
session, we will be voting on some very impor-
tant matters.  There will be a period of prayer 
and then ballots will be passed out to the mem-
bers of the church to vote on the issues ad-
dressed. 
 
 Next week in our Newsletter, we will be trying 
to lay out, in a clear way, what we will be ad-
dressing and voting on.  These issues include 
leadership, vision and construction financing.  
Please plan to attend, and participate, in the 
Q&A sessions, as well as the business session.  
These issues are vital to the life and ministry of 
our church.  Thank you! 
 
Schedule 
January 4th - 1pm @ High St Property 
January 11th - 1pm @ High St Property 
January 18th - 8am service (ONE service) 
             9:45am business session 
              NO Sunday school or childcare 
  At Wailuku Elementary 



 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The office will have a special schedule in this week.  
We pray you have a most blessed New Years! 
 
 December 29th—30th: Office Open 
 December 31st: Office will close at noon 
 January 1st: Office Closed 
 January 2nd: Office Open 
 January 6th: Office will resume regular  
      schedule 
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NO PRAYER  
MEETING 

on December 
31st. 

Will resume on  
January 7th 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Today's Worship Songs 

Everyday 

My Hope Is In You 

Enough 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2014/2015 Calendar 

 

December 2014 

 
 28 VIF Food Pantry 
  AM - Pastor Stephen - A New Beginning 
  AM - Tear-Down: Christmas Decorations @ WES 
  5:30 PM - “Last Ounce of Courage” 
   
 31 Office closes at 12pm 
  NO PRAYER MEETING 
 

January 2015 

 
 1 New Years Day: Office Closed 
    
 4 AM - Pastor Stephen - TBA 

  1 PM—Q&A Session 

  PM - TBA 

  
  

January 2015 

 

 11 AM - Pastor Jeremy - TBA 

  1 PM—Q&A Session 

  PM - TBA 

  
 16 Waterhouse Lecture Series: Biblical Counseling 
  Conference at Kahului Baptist Church 
  
 17 Waterhouse Lecture Series: Biblical Counseling 

  Conference at Kahului Baptist Church 

  
 18 8:30 AM - Pastor Darren - TBA 

  9:45 AM—Business Session 

  PM - TBA 

  

 19 Martin Luther King Jr Day: Office Closed 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 
*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Hoowaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI96793 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:14 (ESV) 

mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com


 

 

 
A New Beginning 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

Philippians 3:12-14 
 

 I. Pressing _________ 

 

 II. Forget the ______ 

 

 III. Achieve the _______ 

 

 IV. ____ _________ Back 

   Luke 9:62  

 

 

Notes: 
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