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When I  think  of  Christmas,  I feel just as 
grateful  and  indebted  as  when  I think  of  Easter.  For 
without Easter, there would be no Christmas.  Also,   
without Christmas, there would be no Easter.  Christmas 
begins the unfolding of the story of God’s redeeming love 
and grace.  In love, Jesus Christ was born and in love, He 
was sacrificed.
 

When I contemplate all the challenges that God went 
through to allow His one and only 
begotten Son to become His final 
and ultimate gift of mercy and 
grace, I am humbled and brought 
to tears.  As you read this article, 
spend some time thinking about 

this gift and then thanking the Lord for His wondrous 
love, mercy, and grace.
 

The Old Testament is the story of the “fall of man” into 
a life of sin.  The rest of the Bible is the story of God’s 
unwillingness to “give up” on sinful man.  He gives us 
the sacrificial system so that we would have a way to 
atone for all of our sins.  However, the nature of man 
simply uses and abuses this whole system of God’s love 
and grace.  Mankind did not deserve a way out of our 
sins, but it was God’s love and grace that provided this 
way of escape.  Mankind turned God’s mercy and grace 
into a ritual that lost its meaning and man turned it into 
a formula to forget and lay aside his sins.  Mankind lost 
their love and loyalty to God almighty and began to drift 
away from Him.  So far that they even began to worship 
other gods, while doing the rituals of “forgiveness.”  

God then began to send His prophets who began to warn 
mankind of the error of their ways and the punishments 
that lay before them if they refused to repent of their 
sins.  The prophets taught of God’s love and grace, but        
mankind desired their own ways and thought that they 
could have the best of two worlds.  The best of God’s 
love and grace (because they were fulfilling the rituals of 
the sacrifices) and the best of the world’s desires.  These 
prophets  warned  the  people  of  God’s  judgment  for 
refusing to repent, but they chose to reject the messenger 
and the message.  They ridiculed, persecuted, and even     

martyred God’s messengers (prophets).

Then a period of 400 years of silence began.  This is a 
period of silence that began with the ending of the last Old 
Testament book of Malachi until the birth of Jesus Christ in 
the book of Matthew.  This is known as a period of silence 
because it appears that for those 400 years, God was silent.  
During those 400 years, God was preparing to break this 
silence by sending His only, begotten son to give mankind 
their final opportunity to receive His mercy and grace.  For 
thousands of years, God was sending His love and grace 
through His prophets, whom they rejected, and now He 
would be sending His very best, but last, gift.  
 

Christmas represents the fullness of time when God sends 
His best and final gift of love, grace, and 
mercy.  He sends Jesus to sacrifice His 
life on the cross so that all of our sins 
could be accounted for and paid for.  
He was sacrificed so that we would not 
have to suffer the eternal punishment 
for our sins.  Christmas represents God 
unfolding and unwrapping this unmerit-
ed gift.  Although we did not and do not 
deserve it, God desires it.  God’s history 
of His love and mercy is so important 

to remember as we look forward to Christmas.  Without 
knowing and acknowledging this history, Christmas will 
lose its meaning and become very trivial.  The glory and 
richness of the Christmas story is wrapped up in the love, 
grace, and mercy of God demonstrated to all of mankind 
through out history.  But, don’t forget that Jesus is  God’s 
best  but  final gift of love,  grace,  and mercy.  Therefore, 
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the gospel resounds
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 2016

VIF giving to date
$1515.00

Saturday, December 24
6 p.m.

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria

Invite your family and friends
as we worship and celebrate

the Birth of Our Savior

Sunday, 
December 25
9 a.m. @ WES

NO Sunday School
NO evening service

to miss Jesus is to miss out on all of God’s love, grace, and mercy.  To reject Jesus is to reject God’s love, grace, and 
mercy that He has tried to offer to all of mankind through-out all of history.  

For all of us who live and breathe on this side of Christmas,  we are  living in the  middle and in  the prime time of 
God’s love.  We have the opportunity to express a gratitude of indebtedness by loving the Lord our God with all 
of our heart, mind, and soul because of all that He has done for us.  He is truly the reason for the season.  Merry 
Christmas to you all!
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HONOLULU (BP) -- As Americans commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
some Christians also are remembering a series of evangelistic harvests that emerged from the death and destruc-
tion.

Among those to find a saving relationship with Jesus in the              
aftermath of Dec. 7, 1941, were the commander of the Japanese air 
fleet that carried out the attack, Japanese Buddhists in Hawaii and 
other Hawaii residents who heard the preaching of missionaries      
recalled from East Asia.

‘Impressed & captivated’ by Christ
Capt. Mitsuo Fuchida of the Japanese Imperial Navy was perhaps 
the most high-profile participant in the Pearl Harbor attack to find        
salvation years later.

Leader of the 360 planes that killed 2,403 Americans in a
Photo from Wikimedia                                       surprise attack, Fuchida survived six plane crashes in World War   
Commons/Public Domain                                  II before being handed a Gospel tract in 1950 at a Tokyo railroad         
                                                                     station, according to a report by Fuchida published in 1951 by 
                                                                     Kentucky Baptists’ Western Recorder newsjournal.

The tract told the testimony of American soldier Jacob DeShazer, who was captured by the Japanese during 
the war then came to faith in Christ in captivity through reading the Bible.

“With a desire to read the Bible, I purchased one and started reading,” Fuchida wrote. “Before covering the 
first thirty pages, my mind was strongly impressed and captivated.”

Fuchida “was convinced,” he wrote, that he “should first of all become a good Christian.” So he contacted the 
company that published the tract and was shown “from the Bible how to become a Christian. I then opened 
my heart and accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Savior on April 14, 1950.”

Within months of Fuchida’s conversion, he found himself participating in an evangelistic campaign in        
Nagoya, Japan, with Southern Baptist missionary W.H. “Dub” Jackson, a former American fighter pilot.

Jackson, 92, told Baptist Press he remembers standing atop a Chevrolet panel truck with Fuchida as both 
shared their testimonies, inviting onlookers to attend evangelistic meetings and calling them to faith in Christ.

“I thought, ‘How amazing. Here is a guy that was against us a few [years] before, and now both of us are 
witnessing for the Lord on top of this Chevrolet,’” said Jackson, who went on to lead Southern Baptists in 
partnership evangelism campaigns around the world.

A decade later, Jackson encountered Fuchida again in Dallas at the Baptist General Convention of Texas’    
annual evangelism conference and learned the former Japanese commander had become a Presbyterian   
evangelist -- a capacity in which he served until his death in 1976, appearing alongside Billy Graham on at 
least one occasion.

(continued on page 4)
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ʻA great influx of Christians’
In Hawaii, the evangelistic harvest following Pearl Harbor began within a year.

The day following the bombing, martial law was declared on the islands. Buddhist temples and Japanese           
language schools were closed in an effort to limit gatherings of Japanese people that could be used to 
communicate intelligence information to the Japanese government.

As a result, some Japanese Buddhist parents began sending their children to Christian churches in an effort to find 
an alternate source of spiritual instruction.

Chris Martin, executive director of the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention, said the religious liberty of Buddhists 
was not seen as “of importance” at the time compared to the perceived threat to national security. He noted 
indignities committed against Japanese-Americans like imprisonment in internment camps.

Still, Edith Gima, 87, a Japanese-American believer who has lived near Pearl Harbor since before the attack, told 
BP “many of the Buddhist kids came to the churches, and some of them became Christians.”

After the war, “some reverted back to Buddhism,” said Gima, a member of First Baptist Church in Wahiawa, 
Hawaii. “But we did have people who were Buddhist that came to our churches.”

One Buddhist woman from the island of Molokai, Gima said, became a Christian at a Baptist congregation on 
Oahu while seeking medical treatment in the Honolulu area. When she went back to Molokai, she started a Sunday 
School in a Buddhist temple, and the group became Kaunakakai Baptist Church.

Mori Hiratani, 88, also was among the Japanese-American Buddhists to receive Christ in the wake of Pearl 
Harbor.

On Dec. 7, 1941, he was riding his bike to a Buddhist temple on Oahu when he saw Japanese planes attacking 
nearby Wheeler Army Airfield and was forced to return home. With Buddhist temple attendance eliminated from 
his routine, Hiratani began attending a Baptist congregation about a year later and was saved.

Hiratani went on to serve 47 years as pastor of First Baptist Church in Pearl City, Hawaii, before retiring in 2002.

“At least at Wahiawa Baptist Church [today First Baptist Wahiawa], there was a great influx of Christians” 
following the U.S. entry to World War II, Hiratani told BP. Of church members “my age, there were 17 people who 
surrendered to the Lord’s ministry ... some Japanese. There were also Koreans and Chinese.”

A convention is born
Among the fruit of the post-Pearl Harbor influx of believers to Hawaii Baptist churches was the establishment of 
the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention in 1943, Martin said.

Southern Baptist missionaries had been fleeing Japanese aggression in East Asia since the late 1920s, Martin said, 
but the flow of missionaries increased after 1941, with those workers bolstering Baptist ministries in the islands.

“Some of our historic leaders in the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention were born-again Buddhists, who as 
children during these times were led to Christ by the missionaries,” Martin said.

(continued on page 5)
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“The war had so many incredible negative aspects for Japanese residents here,” Martin said. Yet it “really opened 
people to see and understand the Gospel because of the hardships.”

Martin added, “As far as the Kingdom work is concerned in Hawaii, all the results of war in our early days were 
very advantageous to the proclamation of the Gospel here.”

__________________________________________________________________
David Roach is chief national correspondent for Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist Convention’s news service. BP 
reports on missions, ministry and witness advanced through the Cooperative Program... 

Reprinted from Baptist Press (www.baptistpress.com), news service of the Southern Baptist Convention.
~   ~   ~   ~   ~
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Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
 Today, Dec 18  Team 1: Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F 

 Dec 25  Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
    AV

 Jan 1  Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C.

 Jan 8  Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
     Gwendolyn R 

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Dec 22-24
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Dec 29-31
Volunteers Needed

Week of Jan 5-7
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Dec 22-24
Volunteers Needed

Week of Dec 29-31
Volunteers Needed

Week of Jan 5-7
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 
rmd.at/mrvif

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  
You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Sereer of Senegal and The Gambia (suh-RARE) - In the 
month of November, a volunteer team came to work among the 
Sereer. They worked in the “Harvest Hope” gardening project, 
visited in courtyards to share the love of Christ, showed the 
“JESUS” film, and prayerwalked. Please pray that the Lord will 
work in the hearts of the Sereer people touched by this volunteer 
team, drawing many to faith in Jesus Christ.
* Southern Thai of Thailand - (tie) - “Our Southern Thai 
Team works alongside Baptist churches in the 14 provinces of 
the South to help engage them and to train these believers to 
reach the lost. Over the past year, two churches in particular 
have allowed us to work alongside them. In the past few months, 
however, we have seen how the spiritual forces of darkness are 
attempting to bring to nothing the efforts of the kingdom by 
bringing division, complaining, and unforgiveness into one of 
these churches. Please join us in praying for unity and resto-
ration among the believers. Pray that these churches will learn 
what true forgiveness is and how to put aside differences and 
petty arguments for the sake of Christ and His kingdom. Ask 
that new believers will be strengthened and kept from falling by 
the wayside. Pray that our team will also have wisdom and love 
as we attempt to bring healing and help. May the name of Christ 
be honored and exalted in everything that is said and done.”
*South Asian Peoples - One state in southern India is populated 
by millions of people who live in a number of political districts. 
There are numerous unreached people groups there, some unen-
gaged by those sharing the gospel. Pray that Indian workers can 
be placed in each of these districts, with access to communities 
where there is no other Christian presence..

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

December 2016
18 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

21 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

23 Office Closed at noon

24 Christmas Eve Service 6 pm @ WES

25 Christmas Day Service 9 a.m.
 NO Sunday School  
 NO Evening Service

26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

27-29 Pastor Stephen off island

28 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

30 Office Closed at noon

January 2017
  1 New Years Day Service 9 a.m.
 NO Sunday School
 NO Evening Service

  2 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

  4 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

  8 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 11 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 15 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 16 Martin Luther Kingʻs Birthday
 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Birth of a Dream
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. The ___________of building a family. – Luke 2:1-20

 A. Joseph & Mary were married but did not _________________ their marriage.

  - Matthew 1:24-25

 B. Traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem while the ____________  ____  _________

  was arriving.

  1. Risked _____________.

  2. Risked _____________  __________.

  3. Risked __________________.

 C. ________________ visited them on that Holy Night.

  1. Shepherds told a  _______________ story.

  2. Shepherds told _______________.

 D. The results of these risky events caused Mary to _______________ all of these  

  things.

II. Fulfilling the commands of ____________. – Luke 2:21-40

 A. __________________ – on the 8th day.

 B. ___________________  _______________ given in Jerusalem. – Leviticus 12:1-8

 C. Triggered the __________________ of 2 other joys.

  1. _______________Joy.

  2. _____________Joy.

(continued on next page)
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Birth of a Dream
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III. ___________ but _________________ work. – Luke 2:41-53

 A. Joseph & Mary followed all of the ___________  _________________ that they knew.

  1. They _____________ them to Jesus.

  2. They allowed Him to _________________ them.

 B. They allowed Him to grow in ________________.

  1. For 12 years Jesus was _____________ by His family & community.

  2. Departing Jerusalem when He was 12 y.o. was not a ______________.

   - Luke 2:43-44  
  3. Jesus was _______________ in family and in community.

  4. Jesus built __________  _______________ around community.
.

NOTES:
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