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will ever enter into Heaven. 
 
In the rush and stress of trying to get 
the best out of life, we run around like 
a dog chasing its own tail.  The more 
that we strive for what we think is best 
for us, the worse life seems to get for 
us.  We seem work so hard at being 
happy but we find ourselves to be 
more and more disheartened.  We 
need to simply stop and hear what the 
Lord has to say us in Matthew 11:28 
(NLT)  “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, 
all of you who are weary and carry 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  
Then we need to pause and realize that 
what John 3:16 is really saying to us is 
to let God do it His way in our lives.  
Remember that in John 10:10 (NLT) 
 “The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill 
and destroy. My purpose is to give 
them a rich and satisfying life.”  The  
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questions your one and only Son would 
be asking of you?  How would you 
answer those questions? 
 
For God so loved the world so much 
that He gave His one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in Him…  
The Greek word for “believes” is 
“pisteuō,” which really means to entrust 
or to put your whole life into.  This does 
not mean to have only head knowledge 
as simply believing that China really 
does exist on the other side of the 
world from us.  This kind of belief takes 
no entrusting or the putting of our 
whole life on the line for this belief.  
“Pisteuo” demands so much entrusting 
and putting your life into this belief that 
your whole life hangs in the balance 
because of it.   
 
In John 3:16 it means that all that the 
Lord desires of us is that because of His 
great, sacrificial love for us, that we 
would entrust our whole life to Him and 
that we would literally let our lives hang 
in the balance because of our trust and 
belief in Him.  This really means that we 
put our whole lives into His hands and 
allow Him to be our Lord, Master, and 
therefore our Savior.  This is why John 
3:16 says, “For God loved the world so 
much that he gave his one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal life.”  
The fact is Jesus becomes our SAVIOR 
meaning that we will not perish but 
have eternal life.  We will not perish in 
Hell where there will be an eternal 
separation from God and all that is 
Godly.  Instead we will have the eternal 
joy of Eternal Life with God in Heaven 
where there will be no tears nor pain, 
for nothing and no one who is ungodly 
will ever enter into Heaven. 
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God loved and still loves the whole 
world!  This is really the central theme 
behind the whole Christmas story.  
Without God’s love for the world, the 
birth of Jesus Christ would never have 
happened.  Without God’s love for the 
world, we would all be hopelessly lost 
in sin and doomed to hell.  Without 
God’s love for the world, this world 
would be continuously spiraling down 
deeper and deeper into the depravity 
of disgusting sin. 
  
Also, the scope of God’s love 
encompasses the whole world.  Every 
man, woman, and child is addressed in 
this proclamation of God’s love.  His 
love for the world includes every race 
and culture that this world has ever 
known.  Think about it!  It also means 
that God’s love is able to cover 
whatever sin we may have ever 
committed.  It covers from the smallest 
to the most despicable sin that has ever 
been thought of and committed.  God’s 
love is all encompassing. 
 
God’s love caused Him to give His one 
and only Son!  The giving of His one and 
only Son means that He gave His best 
and most precious gift to you and me.  
Imagine if you were God and you told 
your one and only Son that you were 
sending Him to live and die for worldly 
people who where sinners of every 
stripe and color.  These people who you 
were sending your Son to live and die 
for would actually be the ones who 
would savagely beat and crucify Him to 
death.  But you would explain to your 
one and only Son that it was all because 
of your overwhelming love for these 
sinners that you were sending Him.  
Imagine what kind of look and  
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thief is waiting and wanting to steal, 
kill, and destroy you.  However, 
Jesus desires to give you a rich and 
satisfying life.  But the only way this 
can happen is to do it on His terms.   
 
If you have been doing it on your 
terms through all of these years, let 
this year be when all of that changes.  
Let Jesus accomplish, in your, life 
what He has been working to 
complete in your life for so many 
years.  Remember, He loves you with 
a sacrificial love and He desires a rich 
and satisfying life for you.  This can 
only be accomplished when you do it 
His way and in His strength and 
power.  God bless you all as you truly 
celebrate the birth of our Loving 
Lord and Savior by truly doing it in 
His way and in His strength and 
power. 
 
God bless you all as you strive to 
love our Lord with all your heart, 
mind, and soul.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

18 Jesus drew near and said to them, "I have been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth. 19Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them 
my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And I 
will be with you always, to the end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20 Good 
News Translation 
 
 It is that season again when everyone is in the Christmas spirit. There are 
the decorating of trees and homes, weather in Hawaii gets colder (although 
by a miracle it would be nice to have it snow once in awhile) and people are 
out shopping and planning family gatherings. For some people, shopping for 
the right gift, or gifts, can be a love and hate duty. Do you remember a time 
when there was only Black Friday the day after Thanksgiving? Any other 
time after that would just be good deals and sales. That's not true today and 
it’s been getting worse, or some might say better, depending on how you 
feel about  what’s going on in order to get people to shop and spend more.  
Today, stores and malls are opening in the evenings on Thanksgiving Day to 
give people better deals to shop for. I thought, that’s what Black Friday is 
for? Also, the Monday after Thanksgiving, the internet stores are offering  
even "better deals" and they are calling it "Cyber Monday."  
 
Thanksgiving and especially Christmas has been about getting the good 
deals on gifts, either for someone or better yet getting a gift for you.  I am 
not advocating that gift giving is bad and we should stop doing it. In fact, I 
want to focus on the gift giving. I think giving a gift to someone is good and 
sometimes very special. I do want to add that we can at times overdo it and 
probably more times than not. But, let’s focus on the gift giving. 
 
 This year when you go to buy someone a gift I want you to think about 
giving that person two gifts. Right now, you might be thinking that I’m crazy 

because you don’t have that kind of money to buy several people two gifts each. I would agree that I am crazy and 
believe me I know you don’t have that kind of money or at least I know I don’t. However, I still believe you can give two 
gifts to each person on your list and be on budget. When you give a person two gifts I want you to understand what 
those two gifts represent. Your first gift which will be the more expensive of the two will be your initial gift. That gift 
will be more of a material gift of which that person would like and enjoy. The second gift you would give is your 
intentional gift and it will cost you maybe a dollar or two. The second gift would come in a form of a Christ-mas card 
(get it?). Will you give the gift of Jesus to 
someone that hasn’t heard about Him and 
that He is a gift given to us, to them by God? 
Will you share a gift that will last forever and 
one they will never get tired of? The only 
catch to your intentional gift for someone is 
that it comes with you attached. Giving a gift 
to someone is good.  However, helping them 
to understand it and how it works will bring 
them great joy! Make that commitment this 
Christmas season.  Merry Christmas! 
 
 

 

What a Gift! 
By Pastor Darren Sarmiento 
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Hi there! Did you have a nice Thanksgiving? We hope you did! 

Back on the Mainland: we are now trusting God in California.  

Dakota and I were blessed with the opportunity to visit my younger brother, 

Travis, for Thanksgiving. Back in 2012, a year and a half after I accepted Christ, 

the Lord called Travis to Himself as well! Travis was the first person I had the 

privilege to disciple. Visiting him now, we are so encouraged by his unwavering 

pursuit of God, even as a busy engineering major. I know that the Lord has such 

great things in store for Travis!  

Campus and Students: The Master Plan Staff in Colorado are persevering to 

finish out the semester strong alongside of the students. One staff couple at 

Colorado Mesa University shared a recent update, “It has been great to see the 

multiplication happening this semester. Last year, T invited D to 

DCC [Denver Christmas Conference]. D became a Christian there. 

This semester, D shared the gospel with Y who lives on his dorm 

floor. Y became a Christian. Y invited L to the November retreat, 

and L was one of the students who accepted Christ!" Praise God, He 

is definitely at work in the hearts and lives of college students, even 

right now! 

DCC: Dakota and I will be attending the above-mentioned DCC this 

December. We are excited to see coworkers and students whom 

we haven’t seen in awhile. We also anticipate seeing God work in 

the students and our lives through the conference. We’ll be sure to 

share how it goes! If you know of any college students who might be 

interested in attending DCC, you can visit godcc.com  

Please Pray: for us as we trust God in His leading and in living out His love in our marriage. For Travis and all of the 

other college students seeking after God. For our families and friends. 

We are very grateful for each one of you! Thank you for your prayers, encouragement and partnership. May we be ever 

thankful to the God of all grace, love, and hope, “giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ” Ephesians 5:20.                                                                                  

Dakota and Rachael 

                                                                                     

 
MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT 

 

Fort Lewis Students at the Halloween retreat 

Travis, Rachael, and Dakota 

during Thanksgiving 

The Woodie’s Whereabouts 

Dakota & Rachael Woodie |  (970) 596-8692 |  (808) 214-3977 |  woodie.mpm@gmail.com  
To join the Woodies prayerfully or financially please visit: www.thewoodies.weebly.com 
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Walking with God, Walking with Us:  

An Update from the Hodges  

  

DECEMBER 2014DECEMBER 2014  

 

VILA PORTUVILA DO CONDE, PORTUGALGAL 

 Deck the halls with boughs of bacalhau, and tis the season 

to be Portuguese! I’ve told Hodge that with how much I enjoy the 

Christmas season, I was meant to live in Portugal. They decorate 

for Christmas from the end of October until a couple weeks past 

the New Year. And despite the differing traditions and language, it 

is nice to hear familiar Christmas songs (in English) everywhere we 

go.  

 As Christmas services begin to take place in the numerous 

churches here, we ask that you pray with us, that the Gospel 

would prevail and that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts and 

minds of those hearing the message of the Bible, whether for the 

first time or for the nth time.  

 On the night of the 12th, we will be hosting a Christmas 

Party for a variety of our friends. It will be a night full of food, 

games, and cookie decorations. We will also be sharing with our 

guests the Gospel of Christ and why we not only celebrate this 

season, but why we can celebrate every day. Pray the Spirit would 

give us the words and that He would already be preparing hearts 

to hear the truth about Jesus.  

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by 

the word of Christ” Romans 10:17 

 This season, we also challenge you to share the love of God 

with those around you. So many people around the world are 

desperate to hear about a God whose love and grace are without 

end. 

 

 

We participated in a cookie 

decoration workshop at the 

local chocolate shop. 

 

The Peoples 

Tiago Silva: Our chiropractor. Hodge started going to him earlier 

this year as he was having back pain, and I started going to him 

after giving birth. He is an incredibly nice guy. What’s more, both 

Hodge and I have had good conversations with him. He knows 

who we are and what we believe. This past week as Hodge went 

for a visit, Tiago confided in Hodge about an issue in his life. As 

Hodge was able to give wisdom and advice, Tiago was grateful. 

Please pray for him. That the spiritual conversations would 

continue and that Tiago might one day enter into a relationship 

with God, the Father who freely gives wisdom to those who ask.  

 

Elsa and Carlos: Our sweet yet quiet neighbors. Over the past two 

years, we have had casual conversations with this family, but this 

week, as we got together for coffee, the most incredible thing 

happened. We spent several hours talking about God and the 

Bible, because they are Evangelical Baptists! All this time and we 

had no clue. Carlos admitted that one day he would love to quit 

his current job and be in full service to God. And as we are looking 

to start a new Bible study group leading to a church, we realize 

how perfect God’s timing is. Please pray for this couple as God is 

clearly working in their lives. We hope to be an encouragement to 

them and vice versa. 

Our Job, Our Life (a 

reminder about what we 

are doing here) 

While we would love to see people 

we meet and friends we have made 

come to the faith that we believe, 

our job is not to convert people 

(that is the Spirit’s job). Our job, 

simply put, is to tell others what we 

know about Jesus and the truth 

found in the Bible. Sometimes that 

means we start the conversation. 

Sometimes, we instruct and teach 

those interested to know more. 

Sometimes, we are here to en-

courage those who already believe 

as we do. And sometimes, we just 

wait and see how God is working. 

No, we don’t force our faith on 

others, and we don’t trick them 

into having a Bible study. But yes, 

we are open and honest about what 

we believe. Be-cause, really, our 

faith is that important to us. Jesus 

has changed our lives, and we 

know that He can change the lives 

of others also. This is our job, and 

this is our life. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

- 5 - 

 

Today's Worship Songs 
 

Angels We Have Heard On 

High 

You, You Are God 

Conerstone  

Join the surf ministry on Saturday, December 20th at Launiupoko Beach Park, 
Lahaina from 7am—2pm.  All levels from beginner to advanced welcome!  
Don't have a board?  We have extras!  For more information contact: Daryl 
Quenga at 808-357-4694 or dqbeachboy@gmail.com 

 

Join us on TONIGHT at 6pm in the 

Sanctuary as Pastor David Crim, of 

the Two-Thirds World Network, 

brings the message. 

 

SURf's up! 

guest speaker 

 

For children who have completed Grade 1, up to Grade 5, come and 
join us on Wednesday, December 17th, for a Christmas Party at the 
Drayson's.  

456 Alu Road 

Wailuku Heights 

 

G-force 

Christmas Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 24th at Wailuku Elementary School 

Cafeteria 

5pm Set-up 

630pm Service 

Tear down immediately following 



  
              
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

  
 

Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

 

*We are in great need of help for the 3rd and  
4th weeks of December. 

 
 

 
       High Street      

    Cleaning  
     Schedule 

 
Week of Dec 11-13 
Waki, Hashimoto 

Week of Dec 18-20 
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Dec 25-27 
Volunteers Needed 

 

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

	

    

 

     

Schedule  

 

 

Today  
December 14, 2014 

Team 2 

Joycelyn Kiaha  Kaiani Kiaha 

Marion Kimura Daniel Olaso 

Elaine Yamasaki          Avery Yamada 

 

Next Week 
December 21, 2014 

Team 3 

Rosie Quenga  Vicky Quenga 

Shalia Mendez  McKenna Mendez 

Danica Cooley  Dyllan Caolie 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 

 

 

December 2014 

 
   14 AM - Pastor Stephen - An Inconvenient Christmas   
    PM - Pastor David Crim 
  
   17  G-Force Christmas Party @ The Drayson's 
 
   20  Surf Ministry - Launiupoko, Lahaina 
 
   21 AM - Pastor Darren - Christmas: A Time of Great Opportunity 
    PM - TBA 
 
   24 Christmas Eve Service - 6:30 pm - Pastor Jeremy 
  
   28 AM - Pastor Stephen - A New Beginning 
    AM - Tear-Down: Christmas Decorations @ WES 
    PM - TBA 
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 An Inconvenient Christmas 
Luke 12:11-12 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I. Inconvenient _________ - Luke 2:4 

 A. Travel from ____________ in Judea to ____________ in Galilee. 

 B. Leave the comfort of their ________ for the shelter of a __________. 

II. Inconvenient __________ & _________________ - Luke 2:5-7 

 A. About the time of _________. 

 B. ___________ not ________. 

III. Inconvenient ________ 

 A. _____________ was very inconvenient. 

 B. ________ came and was inconvenient. 

IV. Inconvenient ____________ - Luke 2:15-20 

 A. Visitors coming in _______________ and _____________. 

 B. They came in the middle of the _________. 

The Lives of Those Who Inconveniently Submit to Jesus 

1. What kind of inconvenient __________ have been and will be in your futures? 

2. What kind of inconvenient __________ and _________________ will you be called into? 

3. What kind of inconvenient _________________ will He be lead you into? 

4. What kind of inconvenient ___________ will He lead you to _____________? 

OR 

Is He leading you into a life of ___________ and ________?  

 

NOTES:  


