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Christmas is a blessed time.  A time for family 
and friends.  Many activities and person-
al missions to carry out.  The hustle and 
bustle of the season can cause many to 
become so exhausted that they become 
overwhelmed.  In the crush of the stress-
es and strains of this season, it is so easy 
to lose your way.  It is important that we 
never forget the real meaning of Christ-

mas and what we really should be doing through out this 
season.  Yes, friends and family are so very important.  
There are many tasks that we should accomplish.  How-
ever, all of these should be secondary to our mission of 
lifting Jesus up high so that all men, women, and children 
would know that Jesus is the reason for this season.

So many forces and voices are trying their best to elimi-
nate Jesus from this season.  Something as simple as say-
ing “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas” can 
be one’s attempt to eliminate Jesus from the season.  Many 
will say that they don’t want to upset anyone by saying 
“Merry Christmas.”  Let me remind you that the spirit of 
Christmas revolves around God’s love and concern for 
the world.  John 3:16 (KJV)  For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
We who are Christians need to strive to love those around 
us as Jesus loves them.  Therefore, we should not go out 
with any intentions of upsetting people.

However, we must also remember what Jesus said in 
Luke 12:51-53 (NLT) 51  Do you think I have come to 
bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide people 
against each other! 52  From now on families will be split 
apart, three in favor of me, and two against—or two in fa-
vor and three against. 53  ‘Father will be divided against 
son and son against father; mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother; and mother-in-law against 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.’”  Jesus never preached a message of hate.  But He 
did call us to stand up for truth, even if that truth brings 
division.  When someone says “Happy Holidays” to you, 
there is nothing wrong with saying something like, “and

may you have a Merry Christmas, too.”  Yes, there is a 
chance that they might get upset with you, but make sure 
that you continue to love them as Jesus loves them.  If you 
find someone who gets upset at your use of Merry Christ-
mas, you can always respond to them by saying something 
like, “I’m sorry that you’re upset, but Christ has brought 
so much joy to me and I wish that you, too, might experi-
ence the joy that I have and even a greater joy!  This is 
my heart’s desire in wishing you a Merry Christmas.”  Be 
loving and gracious, but don’t be intimidated to be backed 
into a corner where you have to eliminate Jesus from your 
Christmas.  Never be ashamed of Jesus and never be in-
timidated to silence your love and commitment to Jesus.
 

At this time of the year, we truly want the very best for 
all men, women, and children through out Maui County 
and the world.  There is no better gift than giving Jesus 
to everyone that we come into contact with.  Without Je-
sus, they will be doomed to an eternity without Him (hell).  
With Him, they will be blessed with an eternity with Him 
(Heaven).  Therefore, keep Jesus Christ as an integral part 
of Christmas, but do it in the manner and character of Je-
sus Himself.  Be loving, kind, and gracious, but be firm in 
letting Jesus shine brightly in and through you.  A multi-
tude of people desperately need Jesus.  Some don’t even 
know of their need.  Some actively reject and deny this 
need.  You give them your very best when you allow Jesus 
to be praised and worshiped in and through you.  
 

I want to wish you a very Merry Christmas as you allow 
Jesus to use you through out this season.  Love Him with 
all of your heart, mind, and soul and this will empower you 
to lead others to do the same.  You will actively be bring-
ing glory and honor to the Lord and gifting those around 
you with the best that you have to share with them.  God 
bless you as you lift Him high and as you influence others 
to do the same.
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What Motivates You To Live?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

14 Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have 
all died to our old life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 
themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 NLT

Have you ever felt the burden that you don’t do enough for the Lord? Or maybe you’ve said I can’t do certain 
things because I’m not capable or afraid? 

Well, I got good news for you. Jesus will do it all for you and you don’t need to do a single thing. According to 
the Apostle Paul who wrote the scriptures above, it is Jesus who can change a life from old to new; from evil 
to good; from selfishness to selfless. When we read or know about Christians who sacrificially give their lives 
up for Jesus we sometimes feel and think that I’d like to be like them, but in reality we tell ourselves it’s too 
hard. I believe the reason Paul wrote these verses to the Corinthian church was to tell them it is hard but not 
impossible because Paul found what would motivate us to live the life God is asking us to live. In verse 14 is 
where we get the answer, “14Either way, Christ’s love controls us.” We try too hard many a times to do things 
around us to create a change within us. When in fact, Paul said it is because of the change within us that we 
do many things different around us. We have to get to the point that Christ’s love is controlling us. So how 
can you and I have that changed life that Paul talks about? How can we say with boldness like Paul and say 
that Christ’s love controls us? How can we be so motivated like other Christians? The final answer is in verse 
15. Paul reminded the church to remember what Jesus did for us and why He did it. It is the gospel or good 
news of Jesus that changes lives. Paul came to a gripping reality of encountering Christ and truly  knowing 
how much Jesus loves him; I mean really loves him by going to the cross. Paul was not just trying to put words 
in people’s minds but because of his experience with Jesus, he is giving them his personal testimony and that 
carries a lot of weight. Paul revealed the only reason he can go and tell others about the gospel was he now 
know of God’s unconditional love through Christ for him.

Be around other Christians who live their lives as testimonies and ambassadors for Jesus. See what it’s like to 
see Jesus in others and how the Lord is controlling their lives. Get a firsthand look at how the love of Jesus 
motivates other Christians to live for Him. You then, I believe will be encouraged to focus on your relationship 
with Jesus and be motivated to live for Him because you will now know the unconditional love of God given 
to us, to you through Christ Jesus.
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   Did you know that . . .
  - The church office can sign you up to receive our text alerts?  
     Use the communication card to let us know or call  244-0865.



 

Announcements
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the gospel resounds
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 2016

VIF giving to date
$410.00

Saturday, December 24
6 p.m.

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria

Invite your family and friends
as we worship and celebrate

the Birth of Our Savior

Friday, December 16

6 pm - 7:30 pm

See Pam (446-4009) 
or Lani (757-1652) 

for more information.

Sunday, 
December 25
9 a.m. @ WES

NO Sunday School
NO evening service



Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
Today, Dec. 11  Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
     Gwendolyn R 

Dec. 18  Team 1:Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F 

Dec. 25   Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
    AV, Dmitry V

Jan. 1  Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C.

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Dec 15-17
Phil S. 

Week of Dec 22-24
Volunteers Needed

Week of Dec 29-31
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Dec 5-17
Hawea R, Carol Sn.

Week of Dec 22-24
Volunteers Needed

Week of Dec 29-31
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 
rmd.at/mrvif

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  
You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information, call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

      https://www.imb.org/pray/

* CAFE (ColombiA’s Forgotten Ethnos) Peoples - John* ar-
rives at the student center at lunchtime. He is hungry, but the 
table is full of students, so he gets his lunch and heads outside to 
eat at the picnic table. A staff member sees him eating alone and 
joins him at the table. The conversation is honest and deep. John 
is wrestling. He has come to understand the truths of Scripture. 
He has decided to quit his traditional religious practices, seeing 
them as false, but he has yet to make a decision to follow Christ. 
When asked why, he says that he will do it when he graduates. 
Upon further questioning, he makes the following statement: 
“You have to understand. A girl can call home saying that she is 
pregnant, and her family will forgive her. A young man can call 
home and say that he is failing because he is drinking and party-
ing too much, and he will be accepted. But if we call home to 
say that we have changed our religion . . . it is seen as the worst 
thing possible. The consequences are devastating for us and our 
family.” Pray that John and others like him will have the courage 
and freedom to make a decision of faith despite what it will cost 
them. (*name changed)
* Kolkata, India - Two believing women and the daughter of 
one of the women have joined together to continue the work 
that others had begun in one area of town. Twice a month, these 
three meet with a group of women to story the Bible together 
chronologically. The women are excited to learn more about the 
Word, particularly the Old Testament. Lift up these three as they 
prepare the lessons. Pray that this group of women will grow in 
their knowledge and love for the Word.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplain Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

December 2016
4-11 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Week of Prayer for 
  International Missions
11 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

14 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

16 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe

18 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

21 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

23 Office Closed at noon

24 Christmas Eve Service 6 pm @ WES

25 Christmas Day Service 9 a.m.
 NO Sunday School  

 NO Evening Service

26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

27-29 Pastor Stephen off island

28 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

30 Office Closed at noon

January 2017
  1 New Years Day Service 9 a.m.
 NO Sunday School
 NO Evening Service

  2 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

  4 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

  8 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 11 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Importance Found When It is Lost
Luke 22:47-71

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. The betrayal begins a __________________. – Luke 22:47-53

 A. Judas __________  ________ and betrays.

  1. Left the  ____________ and all of its _____________.

  2. A kiss tries to _____________ the betrayal, but it is still a _______________.

 B. The rest of the group begins to ___________.

  1. v. 49 – “… should we fight” – they begin to also leave the _____________  
        of the group.

  2. v. 50 – “… struck at the high priest’s slave, slashing off his right    
        ear.” – failed to be the men that Jesus ______________ them to be.

 C. Jesus does not  ______________ them.

  1. v. 51a – He ____________ them – “No more of this.”

  2. v. 51b – He ____________ them how to live – “… He touched the man’s   
        ear and healed him.”

  3. vs. 52-53 – He teaches them how to ______________ to adversity.

II. The _______________ of a fractured group. – Luke 22:54-62

 A. The _______________ viewed through the life of Peter.

  1. ___________ dictates. – v. 54 – “Peter followed at a distance.”
  2. ______________ become natural. – vs. 56-60
  3. _____________ but still _____________ . – vs. 60-61

 B. Ends in bitter ______________ . – v. 62 – “Peter left the courtyard, weeping   
     bitterly.”

(continued on next page)
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Importance Found When It is Lost
Luke 22:47-71

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

III. The value of a __________________ life becomes more important. – Luke 22:63-71

 A.  _________________ and ____________encourage you to cling to the values of Jesus.

  1. Jesus was alone with His  __________________.

  2. Jesus did not ____________ Himself.

  3. Jesus did not seek to _____________ His persecutors.

 B. Values of Jesus are __________ and ___________ in the good times and in the bad  
     times.

 C. This model gives hope to the group’s _________________ .

NOTES:
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