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There are so many times when life gets so hard that you 
cannot help but feel like you are failing.  I feel like that so 
many times in my role as your Senior Pastor.  I work as hard 
as I can, but trials and challenges seem to abound even more.  
In fact, crisis and destruction seem to be mounting up into a 
gigantic tsunami.   

Over the past months, we 
have seen the people of 
Valley Isle Fellowship come 
under tremendous medical 
challenges.  We have seen 
some who have died. There 
are some who are facing 
critical situations that have 
or who are requiring some 
major surgery.  We are also 
seeing some marriages that 

are so troubled that they are on the brink of divorce.  Finally, 
we continue to see some who are simply leaving VIF. 

It is hard to keep your head above the water so that you 
don’t drown when trials like this come upon you on top of all 
of the daily things that you have to do in order to do the 
work of the church.  Feeling like a failure also leads to 
discouragement.  Therefore, it is important that I get beyond 
the failures and discouragements and move on to a life that 
glorifies the Lord.  Continuing to live a life in 
discouragements and failures is not a life that is pleasing to 
the Lord.  Therefore, I want to share with you the lessons 
that are helping me to deal with and defeat these troubling 
anxious feelings. 

First of all, I have come to realize that the Word of God has to 
be my solid foundation.  I need to see everything that I do 
and feel through the lenses of the Bible.  The Word of God 
tells me that if I continue to love and obey the Lord, then I 
will know the Truth and the Truth will set me free.  During 
times of discouragement I need to reflect upon the life of 
Jesus Christ.  I ask myself if He faced similar types of crises 
and feelings.  I have to answer in the affirmative.  Jesus also 
faced all of the things that I have, am, and will face.  Yet, He 
was never overwhelmed or defeated by them.  Therefore, I 
need to follow the example of Jesus.  I need to know the truth 

so that the truth can set me free. 

Secondly, there is only one person that I need to seek to 
please and that is Jesus Christ.  As I seek to please Him, if I 
come at odds with others, I have to remember to be pleasing 
to Jesus Christ and not to the people of this world, even if 
means being at odds with people in the church.  I am 
responsible for pleasing a crowd of ONE. 

Thirdly, I must do only the things that God desires and not 
my desires, or someone else’s desires for me.  This is an area 
that I have much difficulty with.  If I was to stay centered on 
God’s desire and to give up my desires and other people’s 
desires for me, then I would be in a much better shape.  Life 
gets to be very complicated when you are trying to please 
too many interests at the same time.  Having blinders on so 
that you can only see the face of Jesus would be a great 
blessing.   

Finally, getting drained and tired are not necessarily bad 
feelings.  If you are getting drained and tired in the work of 
the Lord, then these are good feelings.  You are joyous 
because you are expending yourself in the work of the Lord.  
Therefore, you know that your life is counting for something 
good and holy.  In fact, there is a feeling of privilege because 
God is giving you the privilege of being a part of His 
Kingdom’s work.  To be privileged to be a part of a GREAT 
work is such a good feeling.  Therefore, a goal of mine has 
been to work until I cannot work any more and then to get 
the rest that only the Lord can give.  Then to rise up from 
that rest in the strength and power of the Lord in order to 
expend myself for Him again is a joy. 

Therefore,       feelings       of 
failure and discouragement 
 actually     are    a    blessing 
 because     they     drive  me  
back   to   these  four points.    
The    application   of   these    
points     rejuvenates      and   
Invigorates       me.         The  
application    of   these  four  
points   allows   me    to  live  
in   a  spirit    of   worthiness  
                   (continued on page 2) 
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Feeling Like A Failure 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

and victory.  Circumstances may not change, but when my heart changes it  gives  me  the  
hope  and  vision    to     change     the  circumstances that  surround  me.   I  am  very 
conscience that  I desperately need  to  apply these    principles    in    the season of life 
that I am now surrounded by.  God please use   me  in  spite  of  who  I am and change me 
into the person that will bring glory and honor to you.  
 

 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~     

SHARING GOD’s WORD
PASTOR DAVID CRIM

Senior Pastor of  International Baptist Church of Manila
Director of  Mission field Operations for  Two-Thirds World Network

Sunday, December 6, 2015
9 AM: Missional Revival

6 PM: Testimonies on Living the Life of Disciple-Makers
Fellowship and Refreshments  to follow both services

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people”

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Dec 10-12 

Powell Ohana 
 

Week of Dec 17-19 

Pauline, Kathy, Linda, 
Marion 

 

Week of Dec 24-26 

Blando Ohana 

 

Week of Dec 31-Jan 2 

Blando Ohana 



 

 

 

 

Loving Our Neighbor 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Recently, I came across an article that challenged me greatly. It took a fresh look at the greatest commandment in the 
Bible. I’m sure most of you can recite the greatest commandment from Matthew… 

37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

If you’re like me, you’ve given a lot of thought to the first part of the commandment of loving God but have given brief 
thought into the second part of the commandment that tells us to “love your neighbor as yourself…”. You may have 
thought about the “neighbor” as everybody, like I did, which meant that I should love whomever the Lord brings 
into my path. Now, that’s not a bad thing but one of the things that struck me while reading this article was a 
response to the very thought I had held and what I just mentioned. It read:  

 “we have turned the great commandment into a metaphor. We try to take Jesus seriously when he tells us that anyone 
in need is our neighbor, that even our enemy is our neighbor. We make bumper stickers, t-shirts and posters about 
loving our neighbor, but don’t even know those that live 30 feet away from our house. When everyone is our neighbor, 
no one is our neighbor. We love a metaphoric neighbor with metaphoric love and the metaphoric gospel changes our 
city… metaphorically of course. We need to start somewhere, and why not just start with our actual geographic 
neighbors?" 

I was especially humbled by the last sentence where the author stated that “when everyone is our neighbor, no one in 
our neighbor. We love a metaphoric neighbor with a metaphoric love…we need to start somewhere, and why not just 
start with our actual geographical neighbors? ” and that struck me to the core because I realized that the Lord was 
giving me specific directions on what I must do if I would follow His greatest commandment. I also realized that 
too often, I’m just like the Pharisees and lawyers of Jesus’ time that try to escape the commands by playing word 
gymnastics with definitions and words.  

In Luke 10:25-38, Jesus has a conversation with a lawyer about the greatest commandment and the lawyer recites the 

greatest commandment and Jesus tells him “you have answered correctly, do this, and you will live.” But the 

lawyer doesn’t leave it there because he wants to justify himself and the next verse reads: 29 But he, desiring to 

justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus proceeds to tell the story of the good Samaritan 

and ends the story with a question that demands a response: .’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be 

a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 

said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” Jesus was saying to that lawyer “don’t focus on who qualifies to be worthy 

of your love but ask yourself “what must I do to love my neighbor?””. Jesus was telling him “don’t focus on defining 

neighbor but just love the neighbors you already have and let that be a starting point. Stop getting technical and 

start living out your faith where you already are.”   

You see, it’s easy for us to take theology and dissect it, examine it, question it forever to the point that  the original 
question, theology or thought becomes lost and meaningless. As I read this article, I realized that I was no better 
than the lawyer in the story trying to find qualifications about “WHO?” was worthy for me to be considered “my 
neighbor” than about being a good neighbor and what better place to begin my application of the command than 
my actual physical neighbors. I kept asking “Am I loving my neighbors who live next to me and around me like 
Jesus commanded?” 

The truth is the Lord has been pressing me for a few years to take His mission seriously and engage my community 

around me. My family and I have tried reaching our street for the Lord and this article served to remind me that we 

must first love and that truthfully, my flesh would rather love myself.  

This article served to challenge me to not give up since there really is no fruit. This article reminded me that success is  
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Loving Our Neighbor 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

obedience and that if I’m loving my neighbors as Christ loved me, I will share and the results are up to Him. My 

success is tied to my obedience to love and not my ability to convert people.  

Through it all the Lord has shown me that too often Christians want projects instead of simply taking the Lord at His 
Word and first loving our neighbor. We love projects where we can serve for a short period of time and then get 
out and retreat back to our comfort zones of church community and our personal homes.   The Lord has been 
telling me over and over again, I cannot hypothetically love my neighbors from my home or from a distance but by 
being with them and having relationships with them.  

Since I live on the church property, my neighbors all know me as a pastor which is in itself a huge obstacle but God has 
shown me so much through this process of loving my neighbors. You see, I have been trying to love our neighbors 
here but it has not always been easy nor is it clean. It has gotten messy and hard because the spiritual battle just to 
get outside and have my kids play with our neighbor kids or throw a neighborhood party is in itself a spiritual 
battle. The battle with my own selfishness and comfort in wanting “my time” is revealed when throwing parties or 
spending the afternoons in the front yard or down the street because I’d rather do my own thing.  

Love is not metaphoric but real and practical. It isn’t cold and distant but warm and consistent. It doesn’t try to sell but 
believes out of love our concern for our neighbors' most urgent need to be met in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.    

There has been a lot of awkwardness, closed doors and cold shoulders but the Lord has reminded me over and over 
again that to love people is not a project. I should never see people as a project or people who I’m trying to sell 
something to. But, rather, God has called me to love Him and to literally love my neighbors before myself. Love isn’t 
metaphoric and general but real, specific and practical.  

I realize from the greatest commandment to love my neighbor was not “love them so that I can share the gospel with 
them” ...  That may sound heretical and I don’t mean it to be. What I mean is that the Lord is teaching me that I 
shouldn’t try to put on the outward appearance of loving someone in order to get them to believe something. He 
wants me to love others like Jesus loves me.  

True biblical love doesn’t stay theoretical but spills out in loving those around us. But biblical love doesn’t just spill out 
in good deeds but words and actions. Biblical love cannot stay bottled up and kept contained between an 
individual and God but always spills out in the everyday love and service of those we love. Paul mentioned in 2 
Corinthians 5:14 “the love of Christ compels me…” which helps us understand that God’s love pushes us out 
towards others and turns our attention from ourselves to others. That is the same idea that we see in the second 
part of the greatest commandment when Jesus said “and the second is like this you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”   

In connecting loving God with loving our neighbor, Jesus was letting us know that the measurement for loving God is 
asking ourselves the question “is the love of God spilling out and compelling me to love my neighbor?”  

One caution for all of us is that we don’t see our neighbors as a project to be loved OR to be won to the Lord. They are 
not means to our obedience but souls in which God has called us to care and love. They are not projects but real 
people who God desires us to love. Now, I’m not advocating a retreat from sharing Jesus with people and just be a 
“show Jesus with my actions”. What I am saying is that in biblically loving someone, we will care about the total 
person not just one specific part of them but the totality of their being where as I love my neighbor I will be 
concerned with their greatest need which is Jesus but also their other needs as well.   

The Lord has been teaching me that rather than seeing loving my neighbors as a means to an end, that I would love 
them sincerely first.  And because of that love, my concern and willingness to share Jesus with them would come 
out of love,  concern and  joy  through the  course of our  friendship.  This is an ongoing submission  for me but also 
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Loving Our Neighbor 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

joy in the life of my family because over the course of this effort (going on 2 years now) we have made genuine 
friends and seen God open previously closed doors.  

My hope for all of us is that we would engage our neighbors and love them as God has commanded us to love because 
God first loved us. That our joy in Jesus would translate into a yearning for those living a few feet from our 
doorsteps to experience the same joy.  
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Did you miss getting 
the message regarding  
Thanksgiving Service? 

Be in the know.   
Join our text alerts. 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by re-
plying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808)670-3442 instead. 
 

Standard text message rates apply. 



 

 

 

 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

Flora family on a mission together in Lesotho 

By Marie Curtis, writer and editor for IMB 

LESOTHO (BP) — When Jim and Teresa Flora, IMB missionaries from Hamlin Memorial Baptist 
Church in Springfield, Missouri, think about their work and ministry in the mountains of Lesotho, 
they automatically think of how their children are involved. They are quick to say they rely on the 
prayers and encouragement of their three grown sons and their families in the U.S., but daughters 
Gracie, Anna and Rebekah are a part of each day’s work. 

“We view our ministry as a complete family job,” says Teresa, who was called to missions as a child 
in Girls in Action. 

On a typical Saturday when the family heads into a rural village, Gracie reviews the Bible story she will teach, Anna makes 
sandwiches with the bread she baked Friday night, and Rebekah loads balls into the truck and reviews the games she will play 
with children. 

When they arrive, the girls engage the children while Jim greets a young pastor and Teresa, a registered nurse, checks on several 
villagers who have been sick. As the worship time begins, the family joins the crowd sitting on the ground as Basotho children 
shove to sit in their laps. When it’s their turn to teach a Bible story, the Flora daughters stand before the crowd with confidence 
and share from God’s Word. 

Jim says he loves seeing the uniqueness in his daughters and the ways that they are using their gifts. 

“They have some of their own ministries,” Jim explains, like Gracie who took the initiative to learn and then teach simple sign 
language to the church family of a Deaf girl. 

“They do some discipling with teenage girls, they do storying in the village and they do a lot of baby holding and playing games,” 
Jim adds. 

The girls also are helpful when church teams come from the U.S. The logistics of hosting short-term groups is extensive, but Jim 
and Teresa say that they couldn’t reach these mountains for Christ without the support. Long-term partnering churches include 
First Baptist Church Perryton, Texas; First Baptist Church Clarendon, Texas and River Oak Church in Chesapeake, Virginia. 

The girls’ faces light up with smiles as they greet visiting friends and spend the days beside them in ministry — helping in medical 
clinics, serving as guides in the villages and helping volunteers navigate the harsh living conditions of Lesotho. Some days that 
means helping to set up tents where they will camp in remote villages or encouraging a volunteer reluctant to ride a horse up the 
steep mountain trail. Every day is different and every experience is a blessing, the girls say. 

“We want to model for them doing things that you think you can’t do, stretching yourself, being in the uncomfortable places and 
letting God bail you out,” Teresa says. “We want to encourage them to see God working that way in their lives.” 

Lesotho just might be the perfect place to learn these lessons. The Floras live four hours away from the nearest 
grocery store. Trips to a city for supplies will take all day, or sometimes several days if they get stopped at the border 
between Lesotho and South Africa. Roads are often flooded, and some villages become inaccessible. Visiting rural 
villages means hauling camping equipment to stay the night. 

Teresa has held babies as they took their last breath, and the whole family has grieved the loss of friends. Starving 
children continue to break their hearts. Violence against women is a constant concern. Teresa confesses that a few 
moments have led her to say, “Lord, can we keep doing this?” 

Jim says that  the Lord  continues to  sustain  them and renew  their  call.  They understand  the importance  of the task. 
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Flora family on a mission together in Lesotho 
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“We understand that time is short; we understand that in a nation that has the second highest HIV and AIDS rate in the 
world that there are people that we share the gospel with from day to day that will not be here next year,” Jim says. “So we 
do work hard to be good stewards of the Lord’s time that He has given us on this earth because we do believe that it’s 
unacceptable that there are people who have not heard the story of Jesus.” 

Jim and Teresa both confess that the hardest part of living in Lesotho is being far from family in the U.S., which now 
includes six grandchildren. But neither feels reservations about raising their daughters in a remote location, where 
violence against women is common and HIV/AIDS is a leading cause of death. 

They are careful in their daily life and work but do not live in fear. They say their faith that they are exactly where God 
intends for them to be is strong, and they know their daughters are part of God’s plan. 

“God gave them to us for a purpose, and we believe that part of that purpose is reaching the nations,” Jim says. For their 
family, going was the only option. 

“Our prayer is this, that we could teach them more by going than we could ever teach them by staying.” 

The Flora family thanks God for your faithful giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and Cooperative Program, as 
well as the continued prayers of hundreds of churches. But they also want to encourage more churches to send out 
missionaries and teams to join in the work. 

“We’re praying in 2015 and the years to come as we serve God in the mountains that there will be more Southern Baptists 

who come to put their boots on the ground so that we can get the message to every village and to every person so that they 

would have the opportunity to accept Christ as their own.” 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~ 

 



 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 

 December 2015 

 6 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor David Crim, TTWN 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm -  Pastor David Crim, TTWN 

 7 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 13 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

 14 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

   

 

 20 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 21 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 23 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 24 12 noon - Office closes 
  6:30 pm - Christmas Eve Service (WES) 

 25 Christmas Day - Office closed 

 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 

This Is Amazing Grace 

Holy Is The Lord 

Christmas Offering 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com

