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The Hope In Jesus That I Have Found
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

When I think about Christmas, I think about  
JESUS!  In last Sunday’s morning message, I began 

with Robert Goulet’s version of “One Solitary Life.”   The 
words to the chorus go like, “All the 
armies that have ever marched.  All 
the navies that have ever set sail.  All 
the rulers that have ever ruled.  All 
the kings that have ever reigned on 
this earth, all put together have not 
affected the life of men on earth like 

this ONE SOLITARY LIFE!”  I believe that this is so true 
and I am grateful for its truth.

However, as true as these sentiments may be, I am most 
grateful for what Jesus means to me personally.  No one has 
impacted my life in the way that He has!!!  I have been so 
fortunate to have had such great support and love surround-
ing me from my infancy and into all of the rest of my life.  
Yet, Jesus Christ has been, by far, the greatest impact on my 
life.  As I look forward to this Christmas Season, it gives me 
the opportunity to reflect, to pause, and to be grateful for all 
that Jesus has blessed me with.

Many of you have already heard my testimony, but let me 
take this space to write it down briefly.  I grew up on Oahu, 
in Palolo Valley, the third of 4 children.  I have 1 sister and 2 
brothers and my parents were both very godly parents.  I am 
very fortunate to say that although my family background 
would bring me back to Okinawa and Buddhism, I am a third 
generation sansei immigrant, but I am also a third generation 
Christian.  Both sets of my grandparents were Christians and 
so my children are now fourth generation Christians, hope-
fully and prayerfully, raising their children to be the fifth 
generation of Jesus lovers.  

My childhood years saw me evolve into a child with so much 
fear that now as I look back, I really envision myself as liv-
ing with a ball and chain around my neck.  The only thing 
that seemed to give me a break from many of these fears was 
playing football, basketball, and baseball.  Those physical 
outlets helped me to forget those fears for a while.  When-
ever each particular sports season would end, I would experi-
ence a bit of a depression and wishing for the season to begin 
again.  

These fears affected my personal relationships and even my 
performance in my classes.  However, an experience in High 
School really impacted me and changed the direction of my 
life.  I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior when 
I was 7 years old.  However, I never came to the point of 
realizing that faith in Jesus means giving all of our life to 
Him and not just asking Him to do things for us.  During 
my senior year in High School at Hawaii Baptist Academy 
(on Oahu), at our yearly class retreat, one of my classmates 
asked a bunch of us what he had to do to be saved.  All of 
us went silent and then another one of my classmates took 
advantage of that situation and led my friend/classmate to 
faith in Jesus.  I was left feeling like I had really blown it.  It 
was on that night that I made a commitment to the Lord that 
I would never again be put into that situation of not knowing 
how to lead someone to faith in Jesus.

On that day, I began a journey to submit my life to Jesus.  It 
didn’t happen all at once, but it was a gradual process and 
every time I thought that I had finally gotten it together, He 
would show me how far the journey 
ahead really was.  The Lord also en-
couraged me by showing me how to do 
it and the helpers that He provided for 
me along the way.  He always showed 
me the direction and the resources that 
He would provide if I would just love 
and follow Him.  

It has not been an easy journey, especially since I had to bat-
tle against being an introvert.  Fear of myself and especially 
of others kept me from developing my love relationship with 
Jesus.  That event  in my senior year caused  me to begin to                                                                            
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step out of that introversion by slowly giving control of my life over to Jesus.  The more I submitted, the more the Lord 
put me into uncomfortable situations.  For instance, my first sermon took place a little while after that senior class re-
treat experience.  Can you imagine what it felt like as an introverted senior in High School to get up to preach his first 
sermon?  At the end of 5 minutes, I was over what I thought was my first and last sermon.  Now, look at where I am 
now.  It hasn’t been easy, but it does get easier the more and more you turn over to Jesus.

Jesus has impacted me in ways that I could never have imagined.  He has led me, some times kicking and screaming, 
through life into a life of deeper and deeper love and obedience.  Jesus has had to be the Lord and Master, not me.  If 
I did what I wanted to do, I would still be stuck in my introverted self, hiding from the world and myself.  Life would 
have been very dismal and dreary.  I am so glad that Jesus is still setting me free.  PBPWMGISNFWMY (Please be 
patient with me…God is still not finished with me yet!)  I have come a long way from that introverted child, but today 
I know that I am not the man that I will be when my life of loving obedience to Jesus is done here on earth.  Praise God 
that there is still more of God’s grace and mercy ahead for me.  

This same promise can be yours if you begin that journey of turning your life over to His full control.  I pray that you 
will find hope in my story that your story can also be one of God’s continuous love and mercy being shown through-
out your life.  God bless you as you submit to Jesus Christ during this blessed Christmas Season.  Merry Christmas to 
you and your family.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~
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Women...donʻt miss this special time!

Friday, December 8   6-7:30 pm
Please note rescheduled date.

Week of Prayer
December 3 - 10

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

Sunday,
December 24

6 p.m.



Are We Devoted To Jesus?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento
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14 As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Because of that cross my interest in this world has been crucified, 

and the world’s interest in me has also died. 15 It doesn’t matter 
whether we have been circumcised or not. What counts is whether 

we have been transformed into a new creation.  
     Galatians 6:14-15 NLT

Everything we choose to get involved in will always take some kind of commitment, right? Whether it be exercising, 
hobbies, sports, arts and the many other things that life in America has to offer. Have you ever heard people say, “The 
stronger your commitment, the more devoted you are?” I’d like to say, “When you are devoted to something or someone, 
your commitment naturally follows.” 

The reason I say that is because you and I will never commit to anything that we are not devoted to. For example, I 
started to play basketball in the seventh grade and I liked it. In fact, I liked it a lot. When I tried out for basketball in my 
freshman year in high school I got picked for the team. I have to be honest, I got a bit prideful thinking I was that good. 
Unto my surprise, when practice started and I played among others, boy, I didn’t feel like an awesome player but just 
the opposite. I felt I was not good enough. One day after practice my coach told me that the way for me to improve to 
be a better ball player was to keep practicing what you’ve learned, exercise, but especially play the game of basketball 
whenever you can and play with older guys who are better then yourself. I thought coach was done and I started to head 
to the locker room but he stopped me and said one more thing. He told me, “Darren, if you’re going to do this then you’re 
not only going to need to be committed but you’re going to have to be devoted to the game of basketball.” He went on 
to say, “Being committed is only giving half your best and at some point in time it will run out. But, being devoted, you 
will give your all and your commitment naturally kicks in.” 

NBA Basketball players like Larry Bird, Magic Johnson, Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant were not committed play-
ers to the game of basketball but they were devoted players from the beginning. They trained and worked hard on their 
individual game. They went over and above the practices and trainings that they went through as a team. 

This example relates to Galatians 6:14-15 because Paul is talking about devotion. Paul wrote the letter to the church in 
Galatia because he had heard Christians who were once devoted to Jesus alone were now being led astray by others who 
were creeping in and telling people that on top of believing in Jesus you also need to be circumcised. Those that were 
leading others astray was not interested in glorifying God or Jesus but were doing it for selfish reasons. 

The whole book of Galatians was about Paul telling Christians that you don’t need to live according to the Law but only 
according to the Gospel! In Galatians 6:14-15, in essence, Paul is telling them by using him as an example that all you 
need to be is devoted to Jesus once again and when you are devoted to Him, there is nothing in this world that can entice 
you to belong to it anymore. Nothing in this world will make you choose it over Jesus! 

Paul could use himself as an example of what it looks like not because he could be devoted to Jesus, but really what he 
knew about Jesus and God that he decided that was something he couldn’t live without being devoted to Him because 
nothing else was greater then Jesus.

So, the question I leave with us so we can talk to the Lord is this…Are we devoted to Jesus to live our lives for Him? 
Or, are we just committed Christians that many times give up following Him? We don’t give up on Him entirely 
but we at times get stuck in a rut knowingly that we are not moving or following Jesus? I’m like the church in Ga-
latia, I don’t want to just commit to believe in Jesus but I want to be devoted to Jesus because of the sole purpose 
of knowing who He is. I’ll pray for you as you pray for me that we and all of God’s people are not just committed 
but are really devoted to Him.



Valley Isle Fellowship’s 
Annual Business Meeting Summary

Last Sunday evening, we held our Annual Business Meeting.  In an effort to keep you informed on decisions that 
we are making and have made, here is a summary of the meeting.  

I. The unanimous election of the Officers were as follows:  
  Secretary/Treasurer – Pamela Edwards  
  Trustees – Chester (Chet) Crain, Neil Nakama, Kenneth Sakai, David (Andy) Sniffen, and 
   Steffen Yamada

II. The 2018 Calendar and Budget were unanimously adopted.  Included in the adopted budget was monies 
 to hire a full-time Administrative Assistant.  Pastor Stephen will begin praying and looking for a specific  
 person to fill that position.  

III. God has blessed our church in an abundant fashion and in response to what we believe is the Lord’s 
 desire, we unanimously approved the gifting of funds to the following organizations:
 a. Biblical Counseling Center of Maui (a ministry of Kahului Baptist Church) - $3,000.
 b. Doris Todd Christian Academy - $3,000.
 c. Malama Pregnancy Center - $3,000.
 d. Two Thirds World Network - $3,000.
 e. Kahului School PTSA (to help with needs after the fire) - $3,000.

IV. Finally, Pastor Stephen informed the church that he is restructuring his ministry as the Senior Pastor 
 in the following way.  Recognizing that we are blessed to have a compassionate and gifted 
 Associate Pastor in Darren Sarmiento, Pastor Darren will assume administrative responsibilities 
 for the following areas:
  a. Building and Property maintenance and development needs.
  b. All Ministries and especially the Discipleship development and implementation.

 Pastor Stephen will continue to be the chief administrator of Valley Isle Fellowship, but Pastor Darren’s 
 role will relieve but not remove these burdens from Pastor Stephen.  This new structure of the team work 
 between your Pastoral staff becomes more critical as Pastor Darren takes on a very heavy responsibility.   
 As the Chief Administrator, Pastor Stephen still has the final word, but Pastor Darren’s word and insight 
 will be considered very heavily.

 Pastor Stephen will also continue with the preaching in both AM and PM Services and in Special 
 Services.  He will still lead the Monday Evening Prayer Meetings and still  utilize the Trustees to help 
 guide the Church.  

 It is Pastor Stephen’s intent and desire to use this restructuring to allow him to be more resilient as 
 he ages.  As he feels his age impacting him in greater and greater ways, he  is so grateful for Pastor 
 Darren’s help in taking over major roles.  Therefore, we ask that you pray for both Pastor Stephen 
 and for Pastor Darren as they strive to take Valley Isle Fellowship farther into the very center of 
 God’s will.
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Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of Dec 7-9
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, 
Josie Y, Bautista Ohana, Kathy W

Week of  Dec 14-16
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P,
David P, Chad K

Week of Dec 21-23
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of Dec 28-30
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for 
our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Dec 3    Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, Jaydee  
   G, Jules G
    Dec 10   Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
   Danae O
    Dec 17   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
   Melanie F
    Dec 24   Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
   Lauryn I

  Coffee Bar Ministry
  Part-time

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Requirement

A heart to love and serve God
Job Description

Set-up/Host/Clean-up
Benefits

Joy and Fellowship
Contact

Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Please pray for President Salvador Sanchez Ceren of El Salva-
dor (Central America, between Guatemala and Honduras).
*North Africans of Paris, France-Saida was waiting in a car with 
her husband to board a ferry bound for North Africa when a woman 
approached and offered them a packet of information about the 
Good News. Her husband politely declined, but the woman with the 
packet sensed that Saida seemed to want this information for her-
self. Their car pulled away, and the woman with the packet prayed 
that they would change their minds. And they did! Saida was given 
permission to run back to the woman and request the Good News. 
As she approached, she said, “I have been waiting for this news 
of Jesus my whole life, and here you are offering it to me for free. 
What must I do to follow him?” Before Saida could learn more 
about following Jesus, she was called back to the car and boarded 
the ferry with her husband. Praise God for Saida and this opportuni-
ty to receive the gift of the Good News! Praise him for putting this 
woman with the packet in the right place for Saida to receive the 
Word! Pray that Saida will read the living and active Word and be 
guided by the Spirit to understand. May the Word of God become 
real to her, and may she understand clearly how to follow him. Pray 
that Saida will surrender her life to Jesus. Ask that her life will be 
transformed and that she will desire to share this truth with her hus-
band and other family members. (*name changed)
*East Asian Peoples-Many Japanese and Chinese call Germany 
their home. Pray that those living there will have the opportunity 
to hear the Good News and be saved. With an eternal home in their 
future, pray that they will willingly let go of earthly weights and 
will run their race well.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions 
supports the many International Mission Board missionaries serv-
ing around the globe by providing the resources they need to give 
help and hope to a lost world. Pray that Southern Baptists would 
give generously and sacrificially to spread the good news of Jesus 
this Christmas.

On Mission Today
On Mission Today is the weekly dispatch from the North American 
Mission Board, the International Mission Board and the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission, highlighting the latest news and in-
formation from the entities. Pray for the leaders of the IMB, NAMB 
and the ELRC as they assist chuirchs in sharing the gospel across the 
continent and around the world.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Roy and Mary Callahan 
200 Park Place Dr.
Pearl, MS 39208
handsupoutreach2015@gmail.com
Roy and Mary Callahan are missionaries serving as co-directors of 
Hands UP Outreach of Rankin County Baptist Association in Missis-
sippi. They equip men and women for life and employment through 
job training classes, computer classes, GED tutoring, Bible study, 
English as a Second Language classes and mentoring. Pray for our 
prison inmates to make wise decisions for Christ and to share Christ. 
Pray for more committed participants to be open to their mentors and 
Bible study time at the Grace Center.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

    December 2017
 3-10 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Week of Prayer
     3 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon  - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     6  6:30 pm - Youth Night
     8 Office closed Fridays
 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe
   10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon  - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   13  6:30 pm - Youth Night
   15 Office closed Fridays
   17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School

 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   20 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   22 Office closed Fridays
   24 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
             6:00 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
   25 Christmas Day - Office CLOSED
 Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
   27 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   31 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 No Evening Service

    January 2018
     1 New Years Day - Office CLOSED
 Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
     3 6:30 pm - Youth Night
     5 Office closed Fridays

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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A Journey of Faith
Luke 1:26-56

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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I.   A _____________  ____________. – Luke 1:26-33
 A. ____________ sent as a messenger.

 B. Message puts Mary into an __________________  ______________.

 C. Message brings _____________ and ______________.

 D. Says not to be ___________ for you have found __________ with God.

II.  An ____________  _____________. – Luke 1:34-38
 A. Asked ________?

 B. ____________ is _________________ with God.

 C. __________________ through relative’s blessing.

 D. ___________ and _____________ response.

III. __________  ______________. – Luke 1:39-56
 A. ______________ to Zachariah and Elizabeth’s home.

	 B.	Work	and	influence	of	the	_________		___________.

 C. Elizabeth _____________ and is _____________ by Mary.

 D. Mary expresses the depth of her _________/______________. – v. 46-56

NOTES:

I want to encourage you to prepare for next week’s message entitled
“A Journey from Convenience” by reading Matthew 1:18-25.


