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As Thanksgiving Day has now passed, I pray that 
you will be able to continue a spirit of Thankfulness and 
Thanksgiving.  Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is lov-
ing, gracious, merciful, and an all-powerful God who 
holds to all of the promises and revelations in scripture.  
Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)  For I know the plans I have for 
you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.  When we 
come to the point in our lives when we realize that we do 
have a great and mighty God, one who we can give all of 
our love and desires to and when we yield all of our lives 
to Him, then we will see the great future and hope that He 
promises here in Jeremiah 29.  
 
An attitude and spirit of Thanksgiving will drive away all 

of the negative thoughts and 
feelings that seem to plague 
so many of us.  Negative 
thoughts and feelings cause 
us to walk in the darkness in-

stead of in the light of His love and grace.  This spirit of 
Thanksgiving is so powerful that even during the most 
depressing and troubling days of our lives, Thanksgiving 
will also empower us to live in the kind of victory that 
will glorify the Lord and that would lead men, women, 
and children to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.  This kind 
of Thanksgiving has the potential to power us to and 
through a sweeping revival that can change the course 
of our history.
 
Thankfulness is that state of mind of that chooses to look 
for and center on all of the good and righteous acts and 
benefits of the Lord.  There is no doubt that Thankfulness 
is a choice that has to be made, especially during times of 
challenge and distress.  It is that attitude that says, “the 
glass is half full rather than half empty.”  It chooses to 
make lemonade out of lemons.  It depends on the storms 
of life to bring life giving rains that will nourish the land.  
Thankfulness chooses not to let the negatives dominate 
and control one’s life, but rather to choose to let the at-
titude of gratitude and praise to become the dominant 
character of their life.

The 7 dwarfs in the story of Snow White sang the song 
“Just Whistle While You Work”.  Here are some of the 

words: “Just whistle while you 
work and cheerfully together 
we can tidy up the place, so 
hum a merry tune…”  This 
song from a children’s story of 
long ago, dismisses the temp-
tation to yield to the negatives 

in one’s life and instead, chooses to focus on the joy and 
happiness of the positive aspects of life.  There are so many 
great benefits to the spirit of Thanksgiving.
 
What benefits are there to the spirit of negativity and wor-
ry?  From all of my study and experience I have found 
there to be no benefit, except one.  Sometimes, and only 
sometimes, there can be a heightened sense of vigilance.  
That sense that can help us to fight or flight.  Fighting and 
running from and against the dangers that many confront 
us.  However, as I have studied and experienced the spirit 
of negativity, there are numerous negatives.  Negative im-
pacts on one’s health, relationships, and actions.  There are 
also so many negatives on our walk and relationship with 
Jesus Christ that WILL happen when we yield ourselves 
to it.  
 
Bottom Line:  We are given 
a choice!  It is up to us what 
choice we will give ourselves 
to.  It is a choice for a bright 
and positive future or a dark and 
negative existence.  We need to 
come to the point of respond-
ing to the challenging scenarios of our lives rather than 
reacting to them.  Responding means that we cautiously                                                                                
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(continued from page 1)
and rationally evaluate the situations that confront us and also carefully consider the consequences rather than just 
naturally and automatically reacting to it.  

I want to encourage you to join many of us who are on this journey to let the spirit of Thanksgiving reign and rule 
in our lives.  It is a choice that is difficult mainly because we have let ourselves be programed to be more reactionary 
rather than responsive.  Reprograming and retraining ourselves to be Thankful is difficult, but all of the benefits are 
worth it.  The biggest benefit will be in loving Jesus in greater and greater ways.  God bless you as you continue to 
be a person of Gratefulness and Thankfulness! 

TONIGHT 
@ 5:30 p.m.

High Street sanctuary

Annual Church 
Business Meeting 

Church  members, 
your vote is needed! 

VIF Seniors Annual 
Christmas Luncheon

Thursday, December 8, 2016

at the Kahili Golf Course Restaurant
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Cost is $25 per person 
(including tax and tip)

Main entree: Chicken or Catch of the Day
Seating is limited 

Deadline for reservations is
 November 30, 2016

For reservations, contact:
Thelma   242-7248   OR

Cecile   878-3739

(Please bring a white elephant grab bag)

The Committee for the 

Thanksgiving Turkey Imu 
Project 

sends a big mahalo for your participation and kokua 
in this project.  100 turkeys in the imu.represented 

100 families that were touched by Godʻs love 
through His people.

Psalm 107:1, 8-9 (NIV) 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful 
deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with 

good things



Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
Today, Nov. 27  Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
    AV, Dmitry V

Dec. 4  Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C

Dec. 11  Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
     Gwendolyn R

Dec. 18  Team 1:Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Dec 1-3
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Dec 8-10
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Dec 15-17
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Dec 1-3
Hawea R.

Week of Dec 8-10
Volunteers Needed

Week of Dec 15-17
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 
rmd.at/mrvif

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  
You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.

*Standard text message rate apply.

For more information, call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

      https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Songhai of West Africa - “It is almost unimaginable for us, as 
Americans, to think about giving up our child because we can-
not take care of him. We simply cannot comprehend having to 
choose between using meager wages either to care for a small 
infant or to care for the rest of our family. What if your wife died 
in childbirth and you did not have the means to buy formula to 
feed the baby? What would you do? Recently, some friends of 
ours in a Songhai village called us in a panic, because their niece 
had died during childbirth and the baby’s father could not care 
for the infant. Neither they nor anyone else in the family had the 
means to care for this child. They were at a loss. What could they 
do? Should they give the baby to an orphanage even though they 
wanted the child? As we prayed and sought the Lord’s wisdom 
on this very sensitive matter, we felt the Lord asking us to help 
this family care for the child so that this little baby boy would 
be able to stay with his family. Please pray for baby Duke* and 
those who are caring for him. Pray that he will remain healthy 
and grow into a strong little boy. Pray that he will hear from his 
family members who are Christians of God’s love for him and 
how Christ died for him. Pray that God will use this child’s life 
for His glory and His renown.” (*name changed)
*East Asian Peoples - Over the past several years, many Chinese 
have traveled to Sri Lanka to work on large construction projects. 
Pray that in this largely Buddhist country, God will reveal to Chris-
tians the many ways they can engage the Chinese with the gospel. 
Pray for them to find common bridges that will make sharing easier, 
and ask for the Chinese to have open hearts to receive the truth 
shared.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplain Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

November 2016
27 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service  - Pastor Darren
            Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper   
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 5:30 pm - VIF Annual Business Meeting

28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

30 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

December 2016
4-11 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Week of Prayer for `
  International Missions 

4 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 7 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

11 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     

    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

14 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

16 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe

18 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

21 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

23 Office Closed at noon

24 Christmas Eve Service 6 pm @ WES

25 Christmas Day Service 9 a.m.
 NO Sunday School
 NO Evening Service

26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

27-29 Pastor Stephen off island

28 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Start Right To Finish Well 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento

Matthew 7:21-23 NLT: 21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ 
will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my 
Father in heaven will enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to me, “Lord! 
Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and 
performed many miracles in your name.” 23 But I will reply, “I never knew you. 
Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.”

Three practical ways:

1. _________ your Bible.

2. Do _________ with believers.

3. ____________ in others.
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