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Take Time to Thank the Lord!
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

In Valley Isle Fellowship today, we 
take time to thank the Lord for His 

love, grace, and blessings that He has 
generously showered down on us.  His 
love and grace gave us Jesus Christ 
who showed us how to live in this 
world of sin and degradation.  His love and grace causes 
Him to shower His blessing upon us.

I know that this year has been a very tough year for many 
of you.  So tough that you may be saying to yourself that 
this year, God has not blessed you.  I once heard the story 
of a young frontier boy who saw his mother gather some 
of the neighboring women to work on a quilt.  They spent 
many hours talking and laughing with each other, enjoying 
the company with each other.  Being a little guy, he would 
crawl under the quilt that they were all working on and 
play the hours away.  When he looked up at the quilt what 
he saw caused bewilderment and confusion.  For he saw 
something that looked so ugly and unappealing.  It caused 
him to wonder why they would spend so many hours on 
this atrocious looking thing.

Then he crawled out from under the quilt and started to go 
up the stairs to his room.  As he was going up those stairs 
he glanced down and to his amazement he saw something 
that was wondrous and simply beautiful.  From the under-
side, beauty seemed to be absent and forgotten.  But from 
the heavenly side, the perspective was very different and 
wonder and beauty was glaringly evident.  This little boy 
then realized that the quilt was never meant to be viewed 
from the underside, but from heaven’s side.   Your life 
was never meant to be determined from the underside (the 
side where all of the challenges and trials lay) but from 
heaven’s side (where the beauty and grace of the master 
weaver can be plainly seen).

As we have just come through a time of remembrance and 
prayer for the Persecuted Church all around the world, I 
have learned a deep lesson from them as I have seen how 
precious a treasure Jesus is.  He is so precious that these 
Christians have learned to look beyond the challenges and 

precious a treasure Jesus is.  He is so precious that these 
Christians have learned to look beyond the challenges 
and despair that surrounds them to be able to see Jesus.  
This glorious revelation of Jesus brings joy and strength 
to continue to remain faithful and true to Him.  They have 
nothing but Jesus, but to them this means that they have 
everything.  His love and grace empowers these Chris-
tians to endure whatever Satan may put before them.  

I want you to know that this same Jesus who is such a pre-
cious gift to these Persecuted Christians is the same Jesus 

who is our Lord and Savior.  
No matter how great the tri-
als and challenges that you 
have gone through this year, 
or that you may be currently 
going through, He can, de-
sires, and will do for us what 

He has and is doing for all of those dear Persecuted Chris-
tians all across the world.  His love and grace is working 
something beautiful in and through our lives, but we need 
to view it from heaven’s side not the underside.  

We also need to come to the consuming conviction that 
He is our most precious treasure.  He is the answer when 
everything seems to be falling apart.  He is the answer 
when the pain and discomfort seems to be getting un-
bearable.  The songwriter got it right when he penned the 
words, “look full on His face and the things of earth will 
grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.”  
When your challenges surround you, don’t look at your 
challenges, but look beyond those challenges and look at 
Jesus.  He will give you everything that you need to con-
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Annual Thanksgiving Potluck
TODAY! 

Sunday, November 19, 2017
following morning worship service

No Sunday School
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continue to be faithful to Him until the end.  

As we take the time to thank the Lord for His blessings, pause to look back at the year from heaven’s side, not from 
the underside.  Look beyond the challenges and trials and see what Jesus was doing.  All of you probably know the 
poem that is found on many cards that encourages people, Footprints in the Sand.  Remember, that poem causes us 
to reflect on the huge possibility that during those times when you felt like Jesus had deserted you, instead He was 
actually carrying you.  The reason that we only saw one set of footprints in the sand was because we were viewing 
that scene from the underside and not from Heaven’s side.  God bless you as you pause to remember the precious 
treasure you have in Jesus!

~  ~  ~  ~  ~
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Alert, Church Members!
Annual 

Church Business Meeting

Sunday, 
November 26, 2017

6 p.m.

Pastors Stephen and Darren 
along with their ohana, 

wish you a blessed 
Thanksgiving!

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
    His faithful love endures forever.  

Psalm 118:1 (NLT)

VIF Seniors Annual 
Christmas Luncheon

Thursday, December 7, 2017
at the Kahili Golf Course Restaurant

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Cost is $22 per person 

(including coffee or tea, tax and tip)
Seating is limited 

Sign-up at back table by
 November 26, 2017

Give your cash payment to 
Lillian Takaki

Seniors = at least 62 years old 

***Please bring a $5.00 grab bag gift***

Praise God!
VIF filled 113 shoeboxes . . .that is 113 children 

who will get to hear of Godʻs love because 
of your generosity!



A Weak Christian Is A Strong Christian
Pastor Darren Sarmiento
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“If I wanted to boast, I would be no fool in doing so, because I would be telling the truth. 
But I won’t do it, because I don’t want anyone to give me credit beyond what they can see 

in my life or hear in my message, even though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. 
So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, 

a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud. 
Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he said, 

“My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” 
So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 

That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

2 Corinthians 12:6-10  NLT

In this scripture passage the Apostle Paul is writing a response to what he said prior to it. Earlier he said that he had 
some special revelations about the third heaven. However, Paul felt that he would start to get prideful having that 
special insight if he continued. So, he wanted people to focus on what he was doing and continues to do. 

Paul made a strong statement saying that in order for him to not become prideful or arrogant he was given a thorn 
in his flesh by Satan. Then he pleaded with the Lord three times to take it away and the Lord says, “My grace is all 
you need. My power works best in weakness.” Let me skip to the last verse where I highlighted when Paul said, 
“For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Over the years we have probably heard these two verses many times but do we know the context of why he made 
such a statement? My point is this, Paul’s life was all about sharing the gospel and the way that it was possible was 
not how strong he was but how weak he really was. A portion of his weakness was a thorn his flesh given by Satan 
that the Lord had authority over. The Lord has authority over it because Paul asked the Lord to take it away and the 
Lord said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” 

We need to realize that the Lord wants humble Christians to share the gospel to the world knowing it is He that 
will give them the strength and power to do it. Paul boasted about his weakness so that people would know that the 
strength people see in him is actually the Lord’s strength coming out to accomplish the sharing of gospel. 

When you and I begin to confess our weaknesses to the Lord and humble ourselves either by recognizing it or 
knowing that the Lord is humbling us, then take the words of the Lord as an encouragement and assurance that he 
will use all of us for his glory to be known throughout the world. In my mind I’d like to think that if Paul made a 
statement to us about being weak knowing the Lord’s strength will be given to us that he would say this, “A weak 
Christian is a strong Christian.”

~   ~   ~

Friday, December 1, 2017
5:00 p.m.

For more information contact 
Shanley @ (808)280-2690



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of Nov 23-25
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol Sa, 
Phyllis N, Ken S

Week of Nov 30-Dec 2
Team 4

Hawea R, Wendy I, Lyette K, 
Anna G, Stephen K*, Priscilla T, 
Thelma W, Alvina M, Amelia T-K

Week of  Dec 7-9
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, 
Josie Y, Bautista Ohana, Kathy W

Week of  Dec 14-16
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P,
David P, Chad K

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for 
our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Nov 19   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
   Melanie F 
    Nov 26    Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
   Lauryn I
    Dec 3   Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, Jaydee  
   G, Jules G
    Dec 10   Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
   Danae O

  Coffee Bar Ministry
  
                  Part-time

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Requirement

A heart to love and serve God
Job Description

Set-up/Host/Clean-up
Benefits

Joy and Fellowship
Contact

Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for President Raul Castro Ruz of Cuba.
*Tajiks of Afghanistan (TAH-jeeks) - A Tajik teenager steps into 
her new home after days of celebrating her marriage. She’s now 
living with her husband’s family, as is the custom in Afghani-
stan. The first order of business is to establish her relationship 
to the family. She’s now the lowest in the household and will be 
treated like a slave, doing chores and beaten to ensure that she 
fears and respects those above her. Even her husband will make 
sure that his bride will respect him by flexing his muscle. Soon, 
the young bride will become very bitter and hate will fill her. 
Meet Ella*, who’s experienced this very situation. Although the 
abuse has subsided during the more than 10 years that she has 
been married and the five children she has borne, her heart is 
still filled with bitterness and hate. She fights constantly with her 
mother-in-law, with whom she still shares a yard--yelling, hit-
ting, and biting. She’s at odds with other women in her extended 
family because the abuse has changed her. She now looks for 
reasons to pick fights and always questions motives. Please pray 
for Ella and her husband, Sal*. Only Christ’s love can change 
her heart and the relationships in her life. Pray for her children, 
as they, too, need Jesus. “There is no fear in love; instead, per-
fect love drives out fear, because fear involves punishment. So 
the one who fears has not reached perfection in love. We love 
because He first loved us” (1 John 4:18-19 HCSB). (*names 
changed)
*Last Frontier - Your prayers are needed for partners who were 
recently trained. Pray that they can successfully cast God’s vi-
sion for a people and specifically for church planting. God’s wis-
dom and guidance are needed as they seek him for the “how” 
and “where” to reach this not-easy-to-reach group.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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I always ask for prayer for the medical, mental, social and spiritual 
wellbeing of veterans. In addition, pray for discernment as I care for 
a diverse population along with balancing self-care.

Montreal, QC
“Please pray that the Quebecois, the most unreached people 
group in North America, would continue to discover the gospel 
through Send Montreal church plants.” Chad Vandiver, Montreal 
Send City Missionary.

5,875,680 people live in the metro Montreal area
0.7% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 CNBC church for every 112,994 Montreal residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and their work, 

either through specific ministry prayer requests or on their birthdays.

Jennifer Smith
1703 Orlando St.
Jacksonville, IL 62650
smithjen552000@yahoo.com
Jennifer Smith is a disaster relief chaplain in Illinois currently 
serving children and families as a missionary/teacher in north-
eastern China. Praise that God has answered prayers for favor with 
the people in many different ways and has provided amazing open 
doors for ministry. Please pray that I will be an effective gospel 
witness among the people around me who have never heard the 
name of Christ. Pray for boldness and wisdom to confront my new 
friends who have been raised with Buddhist/Daoist beliefs. Pray 
that God’s love for them will shine through me and cause them to 
ask many spiritual questions.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

    November 2017
   19 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Annual Thanksgiving Potluck   
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   20 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   22  6:30 pm - Youth Night
   23 Thanksgiving Day - Office CLOSED
   24 Office closed Fridays
   26 9:00 am - Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
          10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - VIF Annual Business Meeting
   27 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   29 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    December 2017
     1 Office closed Fridays

 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry
     3 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon  - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     6  6:30 pm - Youth Night
     8 Office closed Fridays
 6:30 pm - Sweet Life Cafe
   10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon  - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   13  6:30 pm - Youth Night
   15 Office closed Fridays
   17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon  - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Thank You to a Great and Mighty God
Philippians 4:10-23
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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I.   I _____ do ________________. – Philippians 4:10-13
 A. Can do with ___________  ______________. – verse 12
 B. Learned the _____________ of living in ____________ situation. – verse 12
 C. I have no _____________. – verse 13

II.  _________________ and ___________________. – Philippians 4:14-17
 A. Gave _________ you  ____________. – verses 14-15
 B. Gave _______________ God  ________ you. – verse 16
 C. Desire a ___________ for your _______________. – verse 17

III. __________  _______, _________. – Philippians 4:18-23
 A.  _____________ provisions. – verse 18
 B. God _____________ for ________ our __________. – verse 19
 C. Thanks to ________ and Thanks to all the ___________. – verses 20-23

NOTES:


