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 While attending my cousin’s funeral and burial 
services this week, I noticed that my family has a 
much easier time saying “Goodbye” than many other 
families that I have seen.  My cousin, Darlene, had 
fought her battle with cancer for almost 10 years and 
then on October 29th she went home to be with the 

Lord.  Darlene was 
married to my cousin 
Tim and  had taught at 
H a w a i i  B a p t i s t 
Academy in Honolulu 
for 41 years before 
retiring.  She was a 

faithful contributing member of Nuuanu Baptist 
Church for many years.  She had the privilege of 
seeing many of her students from HBA and from 
Nuuanu Baptist Church receive Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior and go on to very productive lives in 
society and in the service of the Lord.  She and Tim 
have 3 beautiful daughters and 2 wonderful 
grandsons. 
 At the funeral service and at the burial, I had a 
chance to see friends and family saying “Goodbye” 
to Darlene and giving their condolences to the 
surviving family.  So many expressions of love and 
grace abounded.  Yes, there were a lot of tears that 
were shed, but it appeared to be more tears of joy 
rather than tears of sorrow.  Definitely sorrow over 
the separation that has taken place, but so many 
more tears of joy knowing that we will all see 
Darlene again and she won’t be sick.   
 All of Darlene’s children and their husbands 
are Christians who love and serve the Lord.  All of 
my cousins and their families are also Christians 
who love and serve the Lord.  My uncles and aunties 
have set that same love and service unto the Lord 
for all of us.  Because Darlene’s life was centered in 
loving and serving the Lord, many of those who 
came to the services (and there were many people) 
were students (from HBA & church), fellow teachers 
and staff of HBA, many friends from various other 

churches all over the island, and others who have 
been touched by her life. 
 I can tell you that for me, this was a different 
experience for me because on my side of the family, 
Darlene was the first of my cousins to pass into 
eternity.  On Clarice’s side of the family, she has 
also had a cousin pass several years ago.  
Therefore, I had to hold in check my own feelings as 
the services were held.  However, I must say that it 
was significant to notice that saying “Goodbye” was 
easier, but not easy.  Easier because of the truth that 
I have already shared.  This caused me to be so 
grateful that I have a rich Christian heritage in my 
family.  I noticed that two of my uncles are getting 
very frail and their time on earth is certainly 
numbered.  Yet, I have the assurance that they are 
in the hands of the Lord. 
 Dear people of VIF,  I want to encourage you 
to live your life in such a way that there is no doubt 

that you love the Lord 
and demonstrate a life of 
service unto Him.  Live it 
in such a way that it 
would stand out as 
distinctly different to your 
family and friends.  Live it 
in a way that lifts up 
Jesus Christ so that they 

will be drawn to Him.  Live in a way to glorify the 
Lord.  By doing this, you will give your loved ones 
the best opportunity to be able to “Goodbye” to each 
other in the same way 
that my family was able 
to say “Goodbye” to 
Darlene.  There will be 
nothing more important 
than being able to 
know that your loved 
ones are in the loving 
hands of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   

 

       1 Saying Goodbye is  

 Always Easier When You 
 Mean “See You Later” 
   2-4 Confidence 
   5-8  Announcements 
      9 VIF Calendar 
     10 Sermon 

ISSUE 

IN THIS 

Saying Goodbye is Always Easier When You 

Mean “See You Later”  Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 



 

 

 

Confidence  

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

   What are the discernible results of a church finding confidence in the gospel? Look at what the author of 
Hebrews mentions in Hebrews 10:19-25: 

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest 
over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

   So, the results of confidence in the blood of Jesus enables us to draw near to the Lord in full assurance that we 
are able to draw near to a holy God (as vs. 22 tells us). It allows us to hold fast to our confession of hope 
without wavering (as vs. 23 tells us).  It creates the space in which we consider how to properly stir one 
another up to LOVE and GOOD WORKS (as vs. 24 tells us) and it keeps us engaged in the community of faith 
that we are committed to be called the church (as vs. 25 tells us).  

   These results all come as a result of confidence/assurance. That’s great but for many of us, if we were honest, 
we lack this confidence/assurance. WELL, how do we get that confidence? I’m glad you asked… 

   The answer to that question is found in the verses just before this selection in Hebrews chapter 9-10. I want 
to focus on a few verses that the author uses through these two chapters to build his case on how we are to 
have confidence.  

   Before I get there, I want to provoke a thought with an illustration. Imagine a son getting in trouble with his 
father because he accidently threw his baseball and it broke the window of their car in the driveway. Put 
yourself in that boy's mind: what prevents you from going to the father to confess? What compels him to 
confess? Well, if you're like me you would say “what prevents him from appearing before his father is the fear 
of punishment (just or unjust) but what also compels him to appear and confess to the father is fear of 
punishment…or the prospect of heaping more punishment because there was no willingness to immediately 
confess."  

   Is this how you see your relationship with God? Is this how God wants us to relate to him as Father?  

   Ok, so going back to confidence; look with me to Hebrews 9:19-24: 

24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true 
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was 
it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood 
not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the 
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
judgment,   28 so Christ,  having  been offered  once  to  bear  the  sins of  many,  will appear a  
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Confidence   (page 2 of 3) 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

      second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

  Notice in these verses that the point is that Jesus died ONE TIME for the sins of those who believe in Him. It 
tells us that we don’t have to make sacrifices ANYMORE for our sins; that ALL MY SIN was paid for on that 
cross. He is not suffering for my sin of pride yesterday now…no, it says that was paid for 2,000 years ago on an 
old rugged cross where my Lord and Savior was slaughtered for ALL my sins.  

   Look further in Hebrews 10:10-14: 

10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when 
Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made 
a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time 
those who are being sanctified. 

Jesus isn’t sitting at the cash register bemoaning the fact that we messed up again and 
that He has to pull out His wallet to pay for our mess ups. No, Jesus paid it ALL ONCE 
and He currently sits at the right hand of our Heavenly Father waiting for that time 
when He comes again and judges and remakes all things! Look especially at verse 14: 
According to this verse how are you being sanctified? Are you being sanctified by 

doing good things? By trying to pay for your sins with good works or more study? NO! The author said “by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” 

 
Confidence is born in understanding and believing that you play no part in payment for your sin. You and I 

cannot somehow make Jesus’ sacrifice better with how many verses we can memorize or how many Bible 
studies we have attended. Confidence is realizing the folly of trusting in my own deeds for my justification. 
Confidence remembers I never nor will I ever have a part in spiritual payment/punishment for my sin and 
trusts that all of that was paid in full by Jesus.  

 
This is confidence that the new covenant brings with Jesus Christ. This confidence means that we don’t have 

to look over our shoulder or live lives motivated by fear and guilt by love and full assurance of Christ’s work.  

Look at Hebrews 10:15-18:   

15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16“This is the covenant that 
I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, 
and write them on their minds,” 17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their 
lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any 
offering for sin. 

So, is your faith in line with the new covenant? Does your faith believe what scripture says OR have you 
fallen prey to the fear of future punishment for current mess ups? Dear brother or sister in the Lord are you 
afraid of going to the Lord because you fear punishment? Are you afraid of appearing before our Heavenly 
Father because   of guilt or shame?   Look at verse 17-18   which says,   “17 then he adds, “I will remember their  
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Confidence   (page 3 of 3) 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any 
offering for sin…” Isn’t that amazing?! That God chooses to not remember our sins and lawless deeds NO 
MORE at the cross!!! Verse 18 tells us that forgiveness has already been granted because the only offering 
acceptable was accepted when the Son of God bore it all on the cross.  

Ok, but you may be asking: “It still feels like punishment though! All my friends seem to get away with lots of 
stuff but I get caught all the time!” Or “it seems like nothing seems to go right when I sin in this particular way!”  

   We do not have a petty God who is listing out all our failures and sin (current and future) and then handing 
out punishment accordingly…no, the suffering that we have and WILL experience on this earth is not spiritually 
related to punishment BUT to discipline. God has a long game in mind…he is not playing “tit for tat” with our 
sin (that was all paid for at the cross) but what he has in mind is Philippians 1:6 “and I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ”  and Romans 8:30 “and 
those whom he predestined, he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified.”  

    What God is doing in you is working to complete your sanctification as His child. There will be no children of 
God that will enter the kingdom not looking like God’s kids. We will all share in the same holiness and robes of 
righteousness. The earthly things that are happening to us are not punishment EVER spiritually (this doesn’t 
mean we will face earthly consequences for foolish or fatal decisions) but part of the larger picture of God 
working in the lives of believers to grow them into the likeness of Christ.  

   God uses the furnace of suffering and persecution to sanctify you. We must have confidence that no matter 
the chaos around us, God loves us and is doing something greater in us and for His glory! He rarely uses 
comfort, ease, power or mountain top experiences to sanctify us. So, since this is true, have confidence in this: 
Our Heavenly Father isn’t finished with you! He isn’t some vindictive overlord waiting for you to mess up but a 
gracious Heavenly Father who is working in us a great miracle of looking more and more like His character! 
Thus, we can confidently approach Him because He has our best in mind and that all the punishment for our 
sin was bore by Jesus on the cross. Thus every pain, heartache, suffering and persecution we experience 
yesterday, today or tomorrow isn’t meant to punish us but purify us because our Heavenly Father cares deeply 
about  our holiness. How deep is this love that the Father has for us! 

   Let’s end on another chapter in Hebrews that sums all this up. Hebrews 12:3-17 talks about discipline. The 
author tells us that “…but he (Father God) disciplines us for our good, that we 
may share in his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather 
than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 
who have been trained by it.”  Do you see it there? Discipline is not related to 
punish us BUT FOR TRAINING! So, dear brother and sister, I know this is not 
pleasant to hear but that unfair and mean boss is not punishment for the candy 
you stole when you were 10. Nor is cancer any indication that we were great 
sinners! God is doing something eternal in us and if we can begin to grasp this, we 

will begin to understand what it means to approach the throne of grace unashamed and with confidence 
because of Christ. Amen, Lord Jesus come soon.  
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                          Waikapu Tent Set-Up     
       8 am, Saturday, November 21    

 Bring gloves and covered-toe shoes. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Give thanks to the LORD and proclaim his 
greatness.  Let the whole world know what he 

has done.  1 Chronicles 16:8 (NLT) 

Thanksgiving Service at VIF 

November 22, 2015 
 

 Location: Waikapu Property 
 Schedule:  

  8 - 9:30 am    Breakfast and  

     fellowship 

  10 am     Service 

 

There will be continental breakfast as well as 
a full breakfast for the hearty appetites.!  

needed: 

Pop-up tents 

Please let Pastor Darren or the church 
office know if you have a pop-up tent 
that we could use for our Thanksgiving 

Service at Waikapu. 

 Attention All VIF Members . . . 
   

 Listening Session - TODAY 

             Sunday, November 15, 5 - 7 pm 
 

   VIF Annual Business Meeting: 

             Sunday, November 29, 6 pm 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

VIF Seniors Christmas Luncheon 

Date: Thursday, December 3  

Time: 11:00 am—2:00 pm 

Cost:  $20 includes meal, tax  
   and tip   

Place: Kahili Restaurant 

Menu: Fish or chicken, coffee  
 or soft drink, brownie   
          sundae 

RSVP by November 19 to Lillian Takaki (298-0612), Cecile 
Hashimoto (878-3739 or Thelma Waki (242-7248) . Bring a $5-$10 

door prize.  Space limited.  Payment in advance is appreciated. 

“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 
and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the 
Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 

 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles 
performed many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the 
believers met together in one place and shared everything 
they had.  They sold their property and possessions and 
shared the money with those in need.  They worshiped 
together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity 
all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the 
people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those 
who were being saved.”    ACTS 2:42-47 NLT 

Memorial Service  
celebrating Mary Anne DeVore’s life 

Monday, November 23, 2015   
6 p.m.  VIF Sanctuary 



 

 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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 Local Collection is week of November 16-.  Turn in your filled boxes 
today to Church Office or Pastor Jeremy. 

 

Sunday School for Adults . . . 

Come along on a chronological, Christ-centered journey through the 
storyline of Scripture.  You will encounter God’s plan of redemption in 
Scripture through the study of Bible narrative, the essential doctrines 
of the faith, and the call to join in God’s mission locally and globally. 

Come join us after breakdown!!! 



 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Nov 19-21 

Powell Ohana 
 

Week of Nov 26-28 

Shum Ohana 
 

Week of Dec 3-5 

Edwards, Reimann, 
Kaneshiro 

 

Week of Dec 10-12 

Powell Ohana 

 

  

6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property) 

(Adults-WES) 

 
6:00 pm 

Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 November 2015 

 15 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
  9 am - Pastor Jeremy 
            -  Operation Christmas Child boxes DUE 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
      -  Adult Sunday School  @ WES                  
  5 - 7 pm - Listening Session 
 

 16 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 18 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 21 8 am  - Tent set-up @ Waikapu Property 

 22 8 - 9:30 am  - Breakfast & Fellowship 
  10 am - Thanksgiving Service - Pastor Darren 
  NO Sunday School 
  NO Evening Service 
 

 23 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6 pm - Memorial Service for Mary Anne Devore 
  6:30 pm - NO Prayer Meeting 
 

 25 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 26-27 Thanksgiving Break - Office Closed 
 

 29 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        
   6 pm - Annual Business Meeting 
 

 30 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 December 2015 

 2 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 3 VIF Seniors Luncheon 

 6 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
  9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        
   6 pm -  Pastor Stephen 

 7 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 

*Adults at Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 

Let The Praises Ring 

This Love 

Forever Reign 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

 

Our Healing Savior 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Main point:  Jesus’ healing pointed to a spiritual healing that only the Messiah can give. 

 Physical healing illustrates the ___________________  __________________  all men have. 

 There is no outcast too far from our __________________  _______________. 

 He heals because our Messiah is _____________________. 

 He heals because our Messiah is _____________________. 

 

NOTES: 
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Matthew 8:1-4  (ESV):  1 When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.  
2 And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can 

make me clean.”  3 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be 
clean.”  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you say 

nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, 

for a proof to them.” 


