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In real life, there are so 
many ups and downs.  So many 
that one can easily get confused 
and discouraged.  Satan tries so 
desperately to cloud up things in 
our daily lives in order to get us 
bent out of shape so that he can 
control our disposition and our 
emotions.  Remember that John 10:10a says that, “The 
thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy.”  When 
Satan (the thief) controls our lives, there will be nothing 
but confusion, discouragement, and every evil that will 
permeate our entire lives.  

In John 10:10b, Jesus says, “My purpose is to give them 
a rich and satisfying life.”  I really like what the KJV says 
here, “…I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly.”  When we look at 
the stresses and distresses of this life through the lenses 
of Satan’s eyes, you will lose the beauty and joy that was 
and is fully envisioned by Jesus.  My purpose, Jesus says, 
is to give them a rich and satisfying life.  He means it, 
even though it appears like life’s most virulent challeng-
es may be buffeting us.  Through Jesus’ eyes, you will 
see love, mercy, fulfillment, and grace.  
 

As soldiers of the cross of Jesus, we are given the com-
mand to trust in Him with all of hearts, and do not lean 
on our own understanding.  Then you will have to simply 
follow Him as He leads you down the paths of righteous-
ness.  It is not up to us to decide, at that time, whether 
it is good and proper to follow His instructions.  When 
we come to faith in Jesus, we also come to the point of 
letting Him decide those good and righteous paths that 
we need to follow, once and for all.  Taking Him at His 
word and following Him is the decision that we make at 
the beginning of our walk with Him.  Yes, there will be 
many challenges in remaining faithful to that commit-
ment.  Satan will deceive and lie to you to get you to go 
back on that pledge and commitment.  We need to stand 
strong realizing that we may be weak, but He is strong 
and we can rely completely on Him.

It can be so hard to trust in the fact that the greatest days 

of your life are not behind you, 
but in front of you.  You will 
come to understand and trust in 
this if you accept the fact that 
this world is not your home.  
That you are simply a pilgrim 
that is just passing through, on 
your way home to Heaven.  For 
we are all, as Christians, citizens 

of Heaven.  As we look at what an eternity in Heaven is 
going to be like, we can and will endure anything here on 
earth because of the glories of Heaven.
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NLT) 6  So be truly glad. There is wonder-
ful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials 
for a little while. 7  These trials will show that your faith is 
genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—
though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So 
when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will 
bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day 
when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.
 

Notice what verse 6 says, “There is wonderful joy ahead, 
even though you have to endure many trials for a little 
while.”  This is saying what I’ve already said, that the best 
of your days are before you, not behind you.  In fact, one 
can even come to the point of praising the Lord for the var-
ious trials and challenges that come our way, even for the 
strongest and most devastating ones, because they actually 
build and purify our faith.  Praise, glory, and honor will lie 
ahead of us when our faith is purified.  The real blessing of 
this passage is the building and purifying of our faith.  For 
when our faith is purified, this is when we will bring the 
highest glory  and honor to our  Savior, Jesus Christ.  The
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Is Jesus Worth It?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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(continued from page 1)
endurance of these trials for a little while may be necessary in purifying our faith.  When you keep your eyes on Jesus 
and the eternity that lies before us, it will give us the will, strength, wisdom, and grace to endure whatever lies before 
us.  His love and grace compels us to our utmost for His glory and honor.  
 

The question may be asked, “Is Jesus worth all of that pain and suffering?”  My resounding answer is “YES, HE 
is worthy even more than that!!!”  HE is worthy all that I can ever give to Him.  Even my pain and suffering, which 
will last for only a brief moment.  Jesus is worth it all!!!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

As you fill your 
shoebox, PRAY for 

the child who will be 
receiving your box and 

WRITE A NOTE 
letting them know of 
God’s love and that 

you are praying 
for them.

Turn in your filled shoeboxes 
in the back by 

Sunday, November 13 
or drop it off 

during the week 
at the church office 

Don’t forget to include to include 
your $7 (cash or check) donation.

 Make check(s) payable to 
Samaritan’s Purse 

with the memo line stating “OCC”
Questions? Call 244-0865

ARISE, SHINE  
When we rise up, 

He shines through

You are invited to

 ARISE, SHINE FOR THE LORD 

at the 2016 Baptist Women’s 
World Day of Prayer

NOVEMBER 7, 2016

Valley Isle Fellowship 
High Street Sanctuary
Registration and Snacks

5:00-5:30 pm
Program

5:30 – 6:30 pm

Sunday, November 13:
Open  dialogue  session  to  discuss  2017  
Budget Proposal starting at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, November 27:
Church  members, we need you! Annual 
Church Business Meeting in the sanctuary 
starting at 5:30 p.m.

Tues., Nov. 7
Election Day



To Know How To Live and Not Live, 
Is Not Living At All

Pastor Darren Sarmiento
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Today, I wonder if we know whether we are living for God and Jesus or not? What standard of measurement 
do  we  need  to  help  us figure  that out?   I want us  to look in the area of Bible study  to share one type of
measurement that we should be using. First, let me be clear, this is only one of the ways we can measure if we 
are following and living for God and Jesus. Let me also say that what I will share with you is not an option 
but the right way to live. 

Now,  let me give you  a few verses  I want to  use as  examples to  help us  understand  and  see one  type of 
measurement we should be using. Romans 12:1-2 NLT says, “1And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This 
is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” Another verse 
is Matthew 28:19 and it says, “19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

I’ll get right to the point and not beat around the bush. The standard of measurement to look for is “applica-
tion.” Pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church said this, “Bible study without personal application can be 
just an academic exercise with no spiritual value. The Bible was written to be applied to our lives.” Professor 
Howard Hendricks  has  said,  “Interpretation  without  application  is  abortion.”   I want  to note here that 
application is necessary for our Christian living. In the Bible, God our Father is telling us how to live and 
Jesus our Savior and Lord shows us that we can live that way. God gave us His Son as the example of how to 
live. Jesus gives us the power to live, by giving us the Holy Spirit. 

The verses I gave you pertained to being a living sacrifice for God to use us as He pleases by making disciples 
and baptizing them. For we who are baptized in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy 
Spirit we have all that we need to live an applicable life unto God. If you are involved in the 
process in making disciples for Jesus, then you are living out what you know. 

The reason for me sharing this is because you’ve heard many times we are called to believe 
in God and Jesus and that’s it. But Jesus has been quoted to say, “Come follow me…”, “If you 
want to follow me…” To know how to live and not live, is not living at all. To live an applicable 

life is really living an obedient life. In John 14:15 NLT Jesus said, “If you love me, obey my commandments.” A life 
application reveals your love for Jesus, and it is shown by your obedience not your knowledge. 

I picked Bible study as an example because I believe that in general, we American Christians have so much 
knowledge of the Bible but not enough applicable living. You might be asking how do we live an applicable 
life? I want to encourage you in whatever Bible study that you’re doing, be sure that it leads or connects to the 
gospel, to Jesus.  In all of Paul’s letters to the churches, which is almost all of the New Testament, he always 
brings God’s people back to the gospel, back to Jesus who leads us and directs our every path. 

I’ll leave you with what Jesus said to some religious leaders of his day when he knew they were not living their 
lives for God. In John 5:39-40 NLT Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But 
the Scriptures point to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.” Eternal life started the day you believed and 
continue to this day to follow Jesus.  



Announcements

VALLEY ISLE FELLOWSHIP
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING IMU

VIF reaching out in response to all God has done for us

Valley Isle Fellowship new church building–entrance off Waiale Rd next to Waikapu Gardens

Turkey Preparation:   Wednesday, November 23, 2016  - 4:30 PM

Turkey Pickup: Thursday, THANKSGIVING DAY, November 24,2016 - TBD

Happy Thanksgiving Church Family! VIF will be reaching out to our church neighbors in celebration of the 
GOODNESS of GOD. You are encouraged to participate by coming to fellowship with our neighbors 

and friends as we prepare and place the turkeys in the imu Wednesday evening and
then distribute turkeys on Thanksgiving morning.

Make it an experience for the whole family! 
Come join us as we help our neighbors prepare to celebrate 

Thanksgiving MAUI STYLE!

Information and registration cards are on the back table.

Deadline to register for a slot in the imu is November 17

3 ways to sign up:

Mail in a registration card (must be received before November 17)   OR

Call the church: 244-0865   OR

Online at valleyislefellowhip.com

For more information call the church office at 244-0865

LETS SHARE with our neighbors and friends the TRUTH and DEPTH of His LOVE!

Psalm 107:1, 8-9 (NIV) 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds 
for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.
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A note from the desk of . . .
Franklin Graham
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Annual Thanksgiving Service and Potluck
Sunday, November 20

9:30 am
Potluck following service

Bring your favorite side dish 
to share

Dear Friend,

The most critical election of our lifetime is only a few days away. I’m writing to ask you to please make sure you 
VOTE.

In the last presidential election, it’s estimated that 20-30 million Christians stayed home. We can’t let this happen 
again! The future of our nation is riding on this election: religious freedom, the Supreme Court, protecting the 
unborn and our families, and so much more. The Christian voice needs to be heard on November 8.

In many states, it’s still not too late to register, and some allow you to register and vote on the same day. Find out 
if your state is one of them.

Before you cast your ballot, research the party platforms (in the special Decision election guide) on the issues that 
are important to you—and above all, pray! When you head to the polls, offer to take your neighbors, friends, and 
family who may need a ride.

If God’s people are silent during “such a time as this” (Esther 4:14, NKJV), I fear for what will become of our 
once great and blessed nation. What kind of country will we leave for our children and grandchildren?

Let’s pray together that our nation will turn back to God and that He will heal our land.

Sincerely,

Franklin Graham

P.S. Will you join me in prayer live on Facebook at 9 p.m. ET on Nov. 7*? Encourage your loved ones to pray 
with us, too:

*Monday night, Nov. 7, 4 p.m. (HST)

Tuesday, Nov. 7    
Election Day

Office will be open

Friday, Nov. 11    
Veteran’s Day

Office will be closed

Thursday, Nov. 24    
Thanksgiving Day

Office will be closed

Friday, Nov. 25     
Thanksgiving Break
Office will be closed



A note from the desk of . . .
Patrick McAlister
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Aloha All,

I have a praise report that I wanted to share with everyone. First though, I want to thank you all for such a 
wonderful response to our sister churches in need in Baton Rouge Louisiana. Your offerings are an amazing 
testament to the Body of Christ working together.

I am very happy to report that our MCBA churches combined to raise a total of $9,689.50 to help assist those in 
need as a result of the catastrophic flooding in South Louisiana. 

Today I mailed the check to Chuck Lowman, the Assistant Director of the Baptist Association of Greater Baton 
Rouge whose office will disperse the funds to those in need. Chuck has personally led two Mission Teams to 
Maui to investigate how his Association churches can assist our MCBA churches. This brings special meaning to 
this offering and I feel so blessed to be part of an Association with you, that looks beyond it’s own churches in 
an effort to help Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

It reminds me of the Apostle Paul’s words to us...
4 “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4: 4-6 ESV)

Again, thank you all so much
God Bless You,
Patrick

Patrick McAlister
Director of Missions/
Partnership Coordinator 
 

Kihei Baptist Chapel
1655 South Kihei Road
Kihei, Maui, Hawaii 96753

Help defray expenses for 
VIF Grand Celebration

(tentatively set for Feb. 18-19, 2017)

“Best Wash” at Maui Oil
$12.00 per ticket

NO expiration date

See Joycelyn (283-7606) or 
Clarice (244-0865/463-9981) 

for tickets 
or more information

Checks payable to:
Valley Isle Fellowship

A Maui Express Car Wash and 
Maui Oil Co., Inc.

 Community Fundraiser



Announcements
      

Childcare Schedule
Today, Nov 6   Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C

Nov 13   Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
     Gwendolyn R

Nov 20  Team 1:Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F  

Nov. 27   Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
    AV, Dmitry V

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Nov 10-12
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Nov 17-19
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Nov 24-26
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Nov 10-12
Hawea & Pam

Week of Nov 17-19
Ann M

Week of Nov 24-26
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 
rmd.at/mrvif

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  
You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.

*Standard text message rate apply.

For more information, call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

      https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Northern Thai/Khon Muang of Thailand (cone MOO-ung) - 
“The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the 
ground” with national believers, workers, and volunteers faithful 
to partner in the task. “He sleeps and rises night and day,” work-
ing year after year, wondering about his methods, God’s will, and 
God’s way. Then one day “the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not 
how.” National workers join the team. People show interest; others 
believe. One, two, three, four . . . “The earth produces by itself, first 
the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 
come” (Mark 4:26-29, ESV). The Northern Thai Team writes: “The 
Lord of the harvest is faithful, always at work, and asking us to trust 
Him. Pray for the harvest among the Northern Thai people. Pray 
for Gabe,* Tanya,* Derek,* and Becky.*” (*names changed)
*Bambara of Mali (BAHM-bah-rah) - “Maria* is the first woman 
in her village to become a believer. It was a hard road when she first 
decided to follow Jesus. Her husband threatened to kick her out of 
their home. She had a new baby who was very sick, and we prayed 
together and he is now better. She herself was sick for a time and 
is now much better. Maria wants to be baptized but is scared to be 
baptized in her village. Pray for her as we talk with her about this 
and seek an opportunity for her to be baptized.” (*name changed)
*Last Frontier - Workers are ministering to a number of people 
from a Last Frontier people group. It is difficult for members of this 
group to believe, because they have been taught things that are in 
conflict with the teachings of the Bible. The workers are minister-
ing in a variety of ways to teach the truths of the Bible in the hope 
that all of these people will be saved. Pray for God’s wisdom for the 
workers as they teach, and pray that those being ministered to will 
have ears to hear and hearts to believe Jesus as their Savior.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplain Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

November 2016
  6 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

 7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED  
 5 - 6:30 pm - BW World Day of Prayer - VIF Sanctuary

 8 General Election Day - Office OPEN

 9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

11 Veterans’ Day - Office CLOSED

13 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting - Sanctuary
 6:00 pm - Open Dialogue-2017 Budget Proposal
 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes - DEADLINE

14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

17-19  HPBC Annual Meeting - Kailua-Kona

18 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe

20 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9:30 am - Worship Service     
 11:00 - Annual Thanksgiving Potluck
 NO Evening Service

21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

23 Turkey Imu 
 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

24 Thanksgiving Day - Office CLOSED

25 Thanksgiving Break - Office CLOSED

27 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service 
            Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper   
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - VIF Annual Business Meeting

28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

30 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Jesus Comes to Rescue and Save 
Luke 21

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. Giving to ____________ Jesus. – Luke 21:1-4
 A.  ___________, but ______________ out.
 B. Based on ________________ rather than _____________.
 C. ________________ by love, faith, and obedience.

II. Countering ________________ with ____________. – Luke 21:5-8
 A. Temple’s complete __________________.
 B. Instructed not to be _____________ and _______________.
 C. _________ with _________ attempts to mislead.

III. _______________ for the Future. – Luke 21:9-12
 A. ________________ and ___________.  
 B. Natural _________________ .  
 C. Great ___________________.  

IV. _______________ and ________________.  Luke 21:13-19
 A. Great ____________________. 
 B. Great ______________.
 C. Great _________________. 
 
V. Getting ____________ before getting _____________. – Luke 21:20-38
 A. All centered around ________________. 
 B. Days of God’s _________________. 
 C. A  _______________ time. 
 D. Frightening _______________ events. 
 E. ________________ draws near. 
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