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IDOP for the Persecuted Church
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Today, November 5th, 2017, gives 
us all an opportunity to remember 

and commemorate our suffering brothers 
and sisters all over the world.  These ex-
traordinary people have one driving mo-
tive that compels and drives them to do 

whatever it takes to love and honor their Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  Their love for Jesus causes them to seek to 
honor Him no matter what the cost may be. 

These men and women, and in many cases, children, know 
what it is to be in deep despair thinking that they are all 
alone and that no once cares.  They also know that in the 
midst of this horrifying despair, they know that one per-
son has not and will not forget them.  Psalm 23:4 (NLT) 
4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not 
be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your 
staff protect and comfort me. In the King James version it 
says: 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shad-
ow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.  The Lord Jesus Christ 
sees their every hurt and discouragement.  He weeps with 
and for them, but He also knows the great joy that lies 
ahead of each of them. Hebrews 12:2 (NLT) 2 We do this 
by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates 
and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, 
he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is 
seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.

Hebrews 12:2 tells us that Jesus was able to 
endure even the cross because He knew of the 
JOY that was awaiting Him.  As followers of 

Jesus Christ, these persecuted Christians from all over the 
world are following Jesus and the example that He set for 
all of us, even in death.  They are experiencing the extreme 
sufferings of this evil world because of the “joy awaiting 
them.”  They are looking beyond the sin and degradation 
to the joy of heaven and being with the Lord Jesus Christ 
for all of eternity.  This joy is so powerful that it drives and 
compels them to love Jesus no matter what.  Overwhelmed 
by His love for them consumes them to love Him no mat-
ter the costs that lie before them.

This love is so powerful that they follow Jesus even to the 
point of loving those who hate them.  Loving those who 
evilly persecute and murder them.  Amazing love compels 
them to pray for Amazing Grace to invade the lives of 
their evil persecutors.  Their love for their Lord and Sav-
ior causes them to naturally follow their Lord even to the 
point of praying, “Forgive them for they don’t know what 
they are doing!  Do not hold these sins against them!”  
The amazing love and grace of the Lord has become alive 
and well in their lives.  
 

As we pause to grieve over the atrocities that they are en-
during, let us also pause to pray for them.  Pray that they 
will continue to be faithful to Jesus and that they would be 
able to accomplish all that Jesus guides and directs them 
through.  2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT) 16  That is why we 
never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits 
are being renewed every day. 17  For our present troubles 
are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us 
a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18  
So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we 
fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things 
we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot 
see will last forever.  Continue to pray that God’s love and 
grace will continue to empower them to be bold and lov-
ing in sharing the love of Jesus with everyone, even with 
their tormentors.  

As we pause to remember these dear brothers and sisters 
in Christ, let us also pay tribute to them and especially to 
Jesus Christ by showing that we have learned the vital les-
sons that they have taught us through their examples.  We 
have  learned  them  so  well  that  we  are  now applying
                                                                  (continued next page)
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Operation Christmas Child 
2017

Need suggestions for what to include in 
your shoebox?  Pick-up a pink flyer from 

the back table.
Donʻt forget to include your 

$9.00 donation (to Samaritanʻs Purse) 
to help with shipping and ministry costs 

to get the shoeboxes to the children.
Filled boxes due back @ VIF

Next week Sunday, 
November 12

Calling all Church Members:
Your attendance needed!

Listening Session TONIGHT!
Sunday, November 5, 2017

5:00 p.m.
to discuss 

Proposed 2018 Budget and Calendar

Annual Thanksgiving Potluck
November 19, 2017

following morning worship service
No Sunday School

IDOP for the Persecuted Church
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

them with the same love and grace that they have taught us.  Following the example of Jesus to the point of, because 
of the joy set before us we can endure anything and everything.  We can even rise to the point 
of glorifying Jesus by praying for our persecutors that they would come to know and receive 
the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  That all of their sins would be forgiven and that they too 
would come to “know the joy set before them.”  On this IDOP (International Day of Prayer) let 
us pray for those being persecuted and pray for all of us that we would rise and become joyous 
to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  God bless all of you!

*  *  *  *  *
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The Natural Priority Of A Disciple
Pastor Darren Sarmiento
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“And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, 
will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day 

when Christ Jesus returns.”  Philippians 1:6  NLT

Over the years I have heard Christians quote this verse. I have even quoted this verse as a young Christian, too. 
Unfortunately, more times than not, many have used this verse out of context. 

To be fair, there are those in the television spotlight that used this verse for personal gain. You would hear testi-
mony that God has given them the skills and talents to be the best at sports, business and anything they chose to 
get involved in. In church circles others have said that the Lord has given them the gifts of preaching and teaching, 
music and many other things. In and of itself it’s not wrong, but when you apply it to verse six in Philippians then 
it is wrong.

There are two points I want to share with you. First, we need to be reminded that the Apostle Paul had only one 
agenda given to him by Jesus. That was to preach the gospel to people, to saturate the gospel in people’s lives and 
to encourage people to continue sharing the gospel with others. The reason why I started out to say that people take 
verse six out of context is because of verse five. It says, “for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News 
about Christ from the time you first heard it until now.” When you put both verses together you see that Paul is refer-
ring to the gospel that the Philippian Church is spreading from the first time they heard it and believed in Jesus. 

This brings up my second point which is that the Philippian Church almost naturally made it a priority to spread the 
gospel to others. The Apostle Paul in all his writings to all the churches or the books in the New Testament that he 
wrote almost always begin with thanking the Lord for the churches in spreading the gospel. 

The way I see it, it was the natural priority of the disciples of Jesus Christ to share the gospel with others. The ques-
tion is how did that become the priority in a disciple’s life? What you don’t see is a program or method that the dis-
ciples could attach themselves. What you do see is the Apostle Paul’s changed life and words that speaks volumes 
that influences and encourages others to live like he is living. 

One final question is how do we make it a natural priority for disciples today to share the gospel? We need to be 
around those who has such an influence on us in following Jesus. Like the Apostle Paul he had such an influence on 
people for the sake of Jesus that people couldn’t get enough, they didn’t want Paul to leave when he had to move 
on. 

I challenge you, what if instead of trusting in programs and methods, that we would make it a point to be around 
people whom like Paul would make such an influence on you to make it a natural priority, to be a disciple of Jesus 
to share the gospel and make disciples? Don’t be around those who only say to make disciples and don’t do it. Re-
member, action speaks louder than words. 

I believe Paul made  disciples of Jesus by pouring his life into others.  I’ll end in a quote  from the Apostle Paul in 
1 Corinthians 10:33-34 NLT “I, too, try to please everyone in everything I do. I don’t just do what is best for me; I 
do what is best for others so that many may be saved. And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.”

~   ~   ~



Announcements
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this vital 
ministry caring for our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet is on the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

Please note that

the church office is now

CLOSED on Fridays

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Nov 5     Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, Jaydee  
   G, Jules G
    Nov 12            Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
   Danae O 
    Nov 19    Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
   Melanie F
    Nov 26    Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
   Lauryn I

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of Nov 9-11
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, 
Cecile H, Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of Nov 16-18
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  Nov 23-25
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol Sa, 
Phyllis N, Ken S

Week of  Nov 30-Dec 2
Team 4

Hawea R, Wendy I, Lyette K, Anna G, 
Stephen K*, Priscilla T, Thelma W, 

Alvina M, Amelia T-K

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

  Coffee Bar Ministry
  
                  Part-time

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Requirement

A heart to love and serve God
Job Description

Set-up/Host/Clean-up
Benefits

Joy and Fellowship
Contact

Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of Chile 
(western South America).
* Yokohama, Japan (yoh-kuh-HAH-muh) - “A group of believ-
ers have been meeting for 16 years at a local community center. 
A missionary family serving in Yokohama has been attending 
this fellowship for the past six months, doing whatever they can 
to encourage and challenge them. After one such challenge and 
much prayer, several attendees began to recognize their need 
for growth and discipleship. The Japanese fellowship leader 
then asked the missionary couple if they would come and take a 
more active leadership role and lead them to fulfill God’s vision. 
Please join our Kanagawa Team in praising God for their desire 
to grow in Christ, and pray that this fellowship of believers will 
be determined to be obedient to our Lord no matter how incon-
venient and uncomfortable it may be. Ask that the missionaries 
serving among them will love them sacrificially and lead them 
effectively.”
Thai-Khorat of Thailand (tie-koh-RAHT) - “As we arrived at 
the school, we saw our friend, Su*, who is a teacher,” writes a 
member of the Thai-Khorat Team. “She ran out and hugged us 
as tears ran down her face. We also felt the same joy in seeing 
her. Su is a Christian teacher from Khorat who moved to another 
area of Thailand to teach in order to be closer to her parents. She 
is the only Christian at the small, country school with 48 stu-
dents where many have never heard about Jesus. She has taken 
this opportunity to share Christ boldly with the teachers and stu-
dents. First, we met with the teachers and the principal, and then 
we had the opportunity to share the gospel with all the students 
during an assembly. Pray for Su to continue to be a bold witness 
and for other to join her in following Jesus.” (*name changed)

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Pray that God would raise up godly leaders for new churches in 
central Maine.

Seattle, WA
“Pray that 200 families will leave home and move to 
join a church planting team in Seattle for five to 10 
years.” Ron Shepard, Seattle Send City Missionary

4,660,214 people live in metro Seattle
65.8% are unaffiliated with any religious body.
11.9% are affiliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 26,783 Seattle residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and their work, 

either through specific ministry prayer requests or on their birthdays.

Robert Ruesch
P.O. Box 145
Kittredge, CO 80457
chaplainbob46@gmail.com
Robert Ruesch is a missionary serving as board chairman 
for Christian Resort Ministries. Christian Resort Ministries 
chaplains are starting to see snowbirds and winter Texans 
coming south to stay in RV resorts and parks until the snow 
season is over. Please pray for safe travels for residents and 
chaplains. Pray also for divine appointments and opportu-
nities to share the Word of Jesus Christ to those who don’t 
know and those who know Him. Ask our Lord to give wise 
words to the chaplains when asked tough questions about life 
here and ever after. Thank you.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

    November 2017
    5 9:00 am - Worship Service 
          10:30 am - Sunday School
            5:00 pm - Listening Session
    6 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    8 6:30 pm - Youth Night

  9-10 HPBC Annual Meeting, HBA Pali Campus

   10 Veteranʻs Day - Office CLOSED

   12 9:00 am - Worship Service 
          10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   13 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   15  6:30 pm - Youth Night
   17 6:30 pm -  Sweet Life Cafe
   19 9:00 am - Worship Service 
          10:30 am - Annual Thanksgiving Potluck   
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

   20 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   22  6:30 pm - Youth Night
   23 Thanksgiving Day - Office CLOSED
   24 Office closed Fridays
   26 9:00 am - Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
          10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   27 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   29 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    December 2017
     1 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry
     3 9:00 am - Worship Service 
          10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     6  6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



Passionate and Focused
Philippians 3:12-21

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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I.   Not there, _______. – Philippians 3:12-14
 A. Haven’t ______________.
 B. Moving __________.
 C. Jesus ______________ me.
 D. Stripping off everything that  _________  ____  _________.

II.  _____________ and ____________ on. – Philippians 3:15-16
 A.  ________________ mature.
 B.  ______________.
 C.  Hold on to your _____________.

III. A  ___________ to make. – Philippians 3:17-19
 A.  Follow by _______________ your life after Jesus.
 B.  Conduct ____________ true identity.
 C.  __________________ lies before them.

IV. On a ______________. – Philippians 3:20-21
 A.  Currently, just a ______________.
 B.  _____________  ____________ on His perfect timing.
 C.  Excitedly looking ____________.


