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4. Spirit Filled Valley Isle Fellowship Ministries would then be 
able to be established.  How would you feel if EVERY ministry 
in Valley Isle Fellowship was so fully staffed that there was a 
waiting list of people wanting to lovingly and sacrificially  
serve?  How would you feel if EVERY time 
a member had a need, scores of others 
were scrambling to be the first to give 
loving and spirit filled care to that 
member in need?  How would you feel if 
this kind of service and ministry was used 
by the Lord to bring countless others to 

 

a saving faith and a transformed life in 
Jesus Christ?  Is this a wild dream or is 
this a very real possibility?  I believe 
that this is a real possibility, and the 
only obstacle to overcome in seeing 
this become a reality is US! 

WE are the obstacle.  If only we will love 
the Lord our God with all of our heart, 
mind, and soul.  If only we would love 
Him so much that we would truly make 
Him Lord and remove ourselves as our 
Lord.  If only we would do what He says 
instead of question His every 
command.  If only we would endure to 
the very end, instead of giving up in 
the middle of the fight.  If only _______, 
then we would see heaven come down 
and glory fills our lives and the life of 
Valley Isle Fellowship. 

Once this obstacle is breached and 
overcome, then God will begin to move 
mightily through the primary ministries 
of the church.  Worship and support 
ministries will be empowered to 
mightily bring people into the 
presence of God.  Adult, Youth, and 
Children’s ministries will powerfully 
move our people into effective 
Discipleship, Ministry, and Missions. 

 

5. Finally, Spirit Filled Personal Ministries 
would become so fully entrenched that 
individuals, families, and prayerfully 
whole communities would be impacted 
for the glory of the Lord.  When we 
personally live out the commands of the 
Lord 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 
12 months of the year, we can then see 
the glory of God impact our personal 
lives.  Imagine a home that has been 
transformed by the spirit of God.  Imagine 
that a family has been so radically 
changed by the power of the Lord that 
their whole neighborhood begins to be 
changed by the glory of God.  Imagine 
that an individual has been wonderfully 
and marvelously saved and transformed 
that all of his co-workers begin to 
experience the saving grace of Jesus and 
the transforming power of the spirit of 
God.  These Spirit Filled Personal 
Ministries would be characterized by a 
deep love and excitement for the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  This love and excitement 
would be so empowering that it cannot 
be contained and hidden.  It would be so 
transforming that where once evil and 
darkness may have reigned, Christ-
likeness would now reign.  Love, grace, 
and holiness would be so sweeping that 
the possibility of a whole community 
changed by the power of the Lord 
becomes a real possibility. 

6. Building the Body of Christ – It is so  
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important that our focus be on “Building the body of Christ.”  This means that we cannot be so focused on Valley Isle Fellowship 
that we develop an “elitist” type of attitude about our church.  This kind of “elitism” will end up destroying Valley Isle Fellowship 
and bringing shame to the Lord.  The kind of attitude and spirit that will glorify the Lord is one which sees VIF as a partner with 
other Bible believing and Jesus Christ loving churches in our Community and the World.  Therefore, if we see someone saved 
through our people and ministries, but they go to another one of these partner churches, then our attitude and spirit will be 
“Praise the Lord.” Building the Body of Christ has the mentality that we want to see Jesus Christ glorified in our church and in all 
the churches in our community.   

7. A final question is, “How does our 25 acres fit into all of this.”  Dear people, God has given this church a tremendous piece of 
property in such an ideal location for us.  We are so close to being able to move ahead, although we are still dealing with 
significant challenges.  However, the property is not the most important thing.  YOU are the most important earthly element to 
VIF.  The property will simply house the fellowships and ministries that God leads us into.  Therefore, the property is important but 
it is not the most important aspect.  YOU and your development into the person and people that God desires you to be is the 
most important aspect.  Dear people of VIF.  I don’t want to ever put the cart before the horse.  I want to make sure that we are 
always focusing on the right things.   

Won’t it be a glorious day when we have turned the corner and are well on our way towards being a people that bring glory and 
honor to the Lord in all that we think, do, and say & when the Lord allows us to occupy the Waikapu Property for the His name to 
be glorified both here and everywhere?  That day may not be very far away.  People are growing and being challenged to grow.  It 
is hard, but it is encouraging to see people continuing in the struggle.  Your teams are working hard to make sure that all is being 
done to be able to build in Waikapu for the glory of the Lord.  We are facing tremendous challenges, but we know that God is with 
us.  Therefore, we know that the battle belongs to the Lord and is ours, if we continue to faithfully love and serve the Lord.  Don’t 
get weary in doing good.  God bless you all. 

Yours In Christ, 
Stephen Kaneshiro 
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Waikapu Property Update 
I wanted to bring you up-to-date on our 
Waikapu Property, focusing on three 
different areas, the water project, 
building, and finances.  God has 
answered prayers in each of these areas, 
but we ask that you continue to pray for 
God’s guidance through this whole 
project.    
 
Water Project 
On Monday afternoon, September 30th, 
Vince Bagoyo met with administrators of 
the Maui County Water Department and 
got their verbal approval for the required 
water project to be constructed on a 15 
foot easement on our property that we 
had previously proposed.  We praise God 
for this answer to prayer. 
 
We had made two different proposals to 
the Water Department for the 
construction of our water project in order 
to bring sufficient water flow to our  

property that would meet our fire 
suppression needs as mandated by the 
Fire Department.  The first was to 
construct the water project on our side of 
Kokololio Street in the public right of way 
area and the second was to give the 
county a 15 foot easement (where 
nothing can be planted and built upon) 
of our property along Kokololio, to 
construct the water project.  However, 
according to the Water Department’s 
standards of constructing water projects 
under roadways, they denied both 
proposals.   
 
Yet, Vince Bagoyo and our Civil Engineer, 
Wayne Arakaki, persisted in pursuing an 
equitable and fair resolution with the 
administrators of the Maui County Water 
Department.  They relayed to the County 
officials that constructing this water 
project under Kokololio would 
significantly raise the cost of construction  

for us and that we would most likely have 
difficulty receiving the required approval 
from the Waikapu Gardens Subdivision 
Home Owners Association for this 
project.  As a result of Vince and Wayne’s 
hard work, the administrators gave a 
verbal agreement to have the 
construction done in the 15 foot 
easement.   
 
So, what’s next?  We have given Wayne 
Arakaki, the approval to go ahead and 
complete the water project construction 
plans for submittal to the Water 
Department.  Once those plans are 
formally approved by the Water 
Department, we will be able to proceed 
with the construction of this water 
project.  Our contractor, Jesse Spencer, 
has given us a bid of $325,000 to 
complete this project.  As soon as the 
plans are formally approved and we give 
him the go ahead, he will order all of the  

continued on page 3 
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continuation from page 2 
 
materials and commence with 
construction.  We are anticipating for this 
project to be completed in 3 to 6 months, 
however, as with all construction 
projects, this may not be an accurate time 
frame.  It is all dependent upon the 
availability of materials, arrangements for 
shipping and trucking of materials, the 
scheduling of workers, etc.  All of these 
factors impact the completion of this 
project.   
 
Building 
Since we have received this verbal 
agreement from the Water Department, 
the addition of a fire sprinkler system to 
our building plans is the next thing that 
needs to be completed and submitted for 
final approval.  We are hoping that this 
can be done soon which would allow us 
to move forward with obtaining our 
building permit. 
 
As for the cost of the construction of the 
building, we have received an estimate of 
$1.1 to $1.27 million.  This is more than 
twice what we had initially thought it 
would cost us to build.  This did not 
discourage your building team, rather, 
because of their steadfast faithfulness to 
the Lord, they have come up with a plan 
that will still allow us to proceed and will 
still bring glory and honor to The Lord.  I 
believe that this can be accomplished, 
only if we, the people of Valley Isle 
Fellowship, will be willing to rise to this 
challenge and sacrificially give to this 
project.   
 
Plan of Action 
This plan calls for all of us to first be 
united in building this building and to 
pound some nails and paint some walls.  
However, we will probably not be able to 
accomplish this on our own, but, because 
we are members of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, we are able to request the 
resources of our National Convention to 
assist us in accomplishing this task.  This 
does not mean requesting financial 
assistance, but this does mean that we 
can first request assistance from other 
churches of the Maui County Baptist 
Association to voluntarily assist us with 
the needed manpower and skilled 
manpower needed for this project.  We  

can also request this same help from the 
Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  People 
coming from off island would pay their 
own travel expenses and Valley Isle 
Fellowship would have to then provide 
housing, meals, and ground transportation 
for all of these volunteers coming to assist 
us.  Other churches in our state have done 
this successfully.  The chances of this 
successfully being done at Valley Isle 
Fellowship is very high, if we are willing to 
house these volunteers in our homes and 
to provide meals and transportation for 
them while they are here. 
 
Finances 
Back in July, we voted in a special called 
business meeting to go ahead and sell our 
High Street properties.  However, because 
of the difficulties with the water project 
and the delay in obtaining our building 
permit, we have decided to hold off on 
this.  We do not want to sell when we are 
not in a position to build.   
Therefore, our current plan is that once we 
get the approved building permit and a 
solid contractor’s bid, we will then make 
decisions about the direction we will 
proceed in. Following this, we will release 
the Negotiating Team, made up of Dick 
Drayson, Mike Sena, and Darren 
Sarmiento, to begin the process of selling 
our High Street properties.   
 
Our prayer is that we can sell this property 
for the appraised value of $1.4 to a little 
over $1.5 million.  
 
Closing 
As you can see, there is still a lot to be 
done.  The challenges and difficulties that 
we have faced, and will face, are not a 
curse from The Lord, rather, it is quite the 
opposite, they are a blessing that allows 
The Lord to develop us into the people 
that He desire us to be.   
 
In order to complete this project it will 
require us to work together and for 
everyone to sacrificially give of themselves 
to obtain the end goal of completing this 
building and occupying it for the glory of 
God.  Our focus should be on bringing 
glory and honor to God in everything that 
we think, do and say and to persevere 
through everything.  Satan will do his best 
to scare and discourage us from  

completing this.  However, if God is for us, 
who can be against us?  If God is saying to 
go forward, can we say NO?  I hear God 
saying, “Fear not for I am with you.”  I hear 
Him saying, “Trust and obey for there is 
no other way.” 
 
Be encouraged that God is with us and 
that He will never leave us nor forsake us.  
However, let’s be careful that we do not 
leave Him or forsake Him.  God bless you 
and keep all of you. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Stephen Kaneshiro 
 

Calling all women! 
Saturday, October 12th 

Pukalani Baptist 
Church 

9am-130pm 

Baby Shower for Keri Kiesling 
(Kaneshiro) 

 
WHEN: Saturday, October 12th 

WHERE: Church Sanctuary (473 S High St) 
TIME: 11am -- finish 

ACTIVITIES: Prayer, Devotional, Singing & 
Games 

 
POTLUCK FEAST 

 
RSVP: Helen Yoshizawa @ 242-9113 

So we know how many tables to set-up. 

 

Two Thirds World Ministry 

Fun Run 
Saturday, October 19th 

Check-in time: 5am 
Start time: 530am 

 

Mission Trip 
November 2nd - 13th 

We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by 
building leaders and shaping the future. 
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AM Service: Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
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Building a People of Character 
 
1. A People of Godly Character… 

Deuteronomy 5:9, 6:4-6 
 
a) Has an ____________ kind of ________.  

 
b) Has a _________ that ___________ to the 

end. 
 
 

  
2.   A People of Difference. (Ambassadors for Christ) 
 2Corinthians 5:11-21 
 

a) Different ________ the world.  
 

b) Makes a difference ______ the world. 
 

c) Makes a difference _______ Christ. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

PM Service: Pastor Darren Sarmiento 
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Leave the Religious Life and 
Enter into a Relationship 

Matthew 19: 16-21 NLT 

16 Someone came to Jesus with this 
question: “Teacher, what good deed must 
I do to have eternal life?” 17 “Why ask me 
about what is good?” Jesus replied. 
“There is only One who is good. But to 
answer your question—if you want to 
receive eternal life, keep the 
commandments.” 18 “Which ones?” the 
man asked. And Jesus replied: “‘You must 
not murder. You must not commit 
adultery. You must not steal. You must 
not testify falsely. 19 Honor your father 
and mother. Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 20 “I’ve obeyed all these 
commandments,” the young man replied. 
“What else must I do?” 21 Jesus told him, 
“If you want to be perfect, go and sell all 
your possessions and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

I know you must have heard or read this 
passage many times before but my hope 
is that each time you read this, that God 
will reveal something new to you 
through the Holy Spirit.  Have you ever 
put yourself in the young man’s shoes, 
especially when looking at verse 20? As a 
Christian have you said those things to 
yourself, others and even The Lord? We 
must remember that Jesus came to earth 
to speak to the Jews first because what 
they were taught was not right. So, you 
can’t blame the young man’s response 
even though he was not right. The Ten 
Commandments were given to reveal 
how sinful man really is.  Some would say 
that I can handle a couple of the 
commands; some would also say certain 
ones are easier than the others. However, 
in God’s grand plan he never intended for 
us to follow some do’s and don’ts, for if 
we do then that is living religiously. 
 
The young man asked Jesus, “What must I 
do to have eternal life?” Jesus had the 
answer; in fact He is the answer! What 
Jesus was trying to get the young man to 
see was that if he truly wanted to live the 
right kind of life, then, he had to 
completely leave the life he had and 
follow Jesus who would show him the 
richest and most valuable kind of life he  

could have ever known. This would mean 
that he would have eternal life with Jesus 
and God Almighty. So let’s remember to 
leave the religious kind of life with its do’s 
and don’ts, and enter into a relationship 
with Jesus that in following Him we will 
live a life for all eternity. 
 
Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 
Emilee-Grace Saraos 

 
Dear church family, 
 
We humbly ask that you continue to pray 
for us and Emilee-Grace in this time of 
trial.  
 
At Emilee-Grace's 1 year old physical, the 
doctor asked us if we had any concerns.  I 
mentioned the little bumps on her breast 
that we thought was just "baby fat" and 
the doctor immediately took notice of 
them.  She ordered for an x-ray and blood 
tests and sure enough, the blood test did 
show that Emilee-Grace has a hormone 
imbalance, and her x-ray did confirm bone 
aging.  But the doctor wanted us to see a 
specialist in Honolulu, a pediatric 
endocrinologist, to validate Emilee-Grace's 
condition, precocious puberty, a condition 
in which children go through puberty at 
an early age. 
 
On August 29th, we flew to Honolulu to 
see the specialist, Dr. Greg Uromoto.  Upon 
looking at the test results done in Maui, he 
didn't see any major concerns but just to 
make sure, Dr. Uromoto ordered that 
Emilee-Grace do an x-ray at Kapiolani 
Medical Center and to do more blood tests 
which were sent to the Mainland for more 
accurate results.  We had to wait two 
weeks for the results to come back.   
 
On September 17th, I called Dr. Uromoto 
to find out if he received the results of 
Emilee-Grace's blood tests.  He did.  But he 
explained that he was trying to study the 
results because her case is "special".  He's 
never had a patient as young as Emilee-
Grace who is going through Precocious 
Puberty as all of her test results confirmed. 
Her X-ray confirmed that, although Emilee-
Grace is physically 1 year old, her bone age 
says that she is now 15 months old.  Her 
blood test confirmed that out of the three  

hormones he tested for, the LH hormone 
that is released by the pituitary gland in 
her brain, is elevated.  So with this 
finding, he urged us to get a MRI and an 
ultrasound of the ovaries done to see if 
there could be a tumor either in Emilee-
Grace's brain or in her ovaries.  And if time 
allows, they may have to do a whole body 
CT-scan.  During these scans, Emilee-
Grace will be under sedation.   
 
Emilee-Grace has an appointment 
scheduled on October 25th at the 
Kapiolani Medical center at 10am.  Again, 
the results of these scans would have to 
be sent to the Mainland and may take up 
to two weeks to get a result. 
 
Unfortunately, our medical insurance 
does not cover the travel expenses.  The 
insurance will only cover up to 75% of 
labs and scans.  So far Emilee-Grace has 
gone through two scans, two blood tests, 
and will have the upcoming three 
scans.  But in the event that Emilee-Grace 
does have a tumor that needs to be 
removed, and if we need to travel to the 
mainland, our medical insurance will not 
cover nor will they reimburse us for travel 
expenses. 
 
Pastor Steve, Pastor Darren, Pastor 
Jeremy and the Two-Thirds Mission crew, 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
10million times, for your generosity, for 
your gift, and for all the love that you 
have all shown to our family.   There are 
no words that we can express to show 
each and one of you and those of our 
church that has approached us, loved us, 
and blessed us graciously.  We love each 
and every one of you. 
 
Thank You! 
The Saraos Ohana 
 



 
 
 
 
 
6Sun ♦ 8am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 7:25-39 
 ♦ 945am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 7:25-39 

 ♥ 6pm Service : Pastor Darren - Building a  People of  
                      Character 

19Sat ♣ 2/3 World Fun Run: Check-in at 5am 

 ♥ 9am-12pm: G-Force at the Annex  

 

7Mon 20Sun ♦ 8am Service : Pastor Darren - John 8:1-11 

 ♦ 945am Service : Pastor Darren - John 8:1-11 

 ♥ 1130am: Sunday School Teachers Meeting 

 ♥ 6pm Service : Pastor Darren - Building a Church for  

                      the Generations & for the Cultures 

8Tues 21Mon 

9Wed ♥ 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 ♥ 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

21Mon 

10Thurs 23Wed ♥ 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 ♥ 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

11Fri 24Thurs 

12Sat ♣ 930-130pm: Marriage Matters @ PBC 

 ♥ 11am:  Keri  Kiesling  (Kaneshiro) Baby Shower 
25Fri 

 
13Sun ♦ 8am Service : Pastor Stephen - John 7:40-53 

 ♦ 945am Service : Pastor Stephen - John 7:40-53 

 ♥ 6pm Service : Pastor Jeremy - Building a Church  
                      That Glorifies The Lord 

26Sat ♣ 10am: MCBA Annual Meeting at Lahaina Baptist  
                      Church 

   

14Mon 27Sun ♦ 8am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 8:12-30 

 ♦ 945am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 8:12-30 

 ♥ 6pm Service : Pastor Darren - Building a Church of  

                       Prayer 
15Tues 28Mon 

16Wed ♥ 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 ♥ 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

29Tues 

17Thurs 30Wed ♥ 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 
 ♥ 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

18Fri 31Thurs 
 
 
 
1Fri 5Tues 

2Sat 
3Sun ♦ 8am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 8:12-30 

 ♦ 945am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 8:12-30 

 ♥ 6pm Service : Pastor Darren - Building a Church of  

                       Prayer 
4Mon ♥ 430-630pm: BWA Women’s Prayer - Sanctuary 

CALENDAR 
October 

November 

Legend 
♦ Wailuku Elementary  
♥ High Street Property 

♣ Other Location 
∆ Waikapu Property 
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Calling All Women for Marriage Matters - As Christians we believe that marriage matters; however, our culture isn’t so sure.  As 
the Body of Christ we want to proclaim in word and deed that marriage still matters.  Therefore, women of all ages and 
backgrounds are warmly invited to join us at Pukalani Baptist Church on Saturday, October 12 from 9-1:30 for a time of 
encouragement and inspiration, worship and training, food and fun. 
  
 Please invite a neighbor, relative, or colleague to come and join us.  All women are welcome:  married, single, divorced,  

separated, and widowed.  There’s no cost for lunch and you’ll still have time afterwards for Saturday chores and 
shopping.  Make it a priority, write it on your calendar, and bring someone with you.  Two women from Pukalani Baptist 
will be sharing as well as your very own Wanda-Jeanne Blando. Call Laura Newell, of Pukalanai Baptist, with questions:  
572-7968 or 572-6890. 

 
Two Thirds World Network will be holding a Fun Run on Saturday, October 19.  Runners/walkers will check in starting at 5am at 
Valley Isle (Fun Run starts at 530am) and make their way to Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park - a total of 10 miles.  If you would like to 
participate, sponsor a participant, or if you would simply like more information, please visit the website:   
http://twothirdsworld.org  or contact:   Grace Motonaga (email:  jesuslives2day@mac.com or cell: (808) 357-4553.  We are ON 
MISSION FOR CHRIST by building leaders and shaping the future.  Also, please be in prayer if God is calling you to be on mission 
for Him. 
 
MCBA Annual Meeting will be taking place on Saturday, October 26th at Lahaina Baptist Church (LBC), starting at 10am.  Pastor 
Chris of LBC will be giving the message and Veryl & Cheryl Henderson will be honored as Veryl retires as the Executive Director of 
the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Association after 40 years of serving within the state.  There will be a potluck lunch to follow the 
meeting. 
 
Two Thirds World Mission Trip to the Philippines will be November 2nd - 13th.  The focus will be on assisting the flood victims.  
They will be sharing the Gospel through Medical Missions & Children’s Outreach 

o Needs:  Water filtration systems, multi-vitamins (all ages), cold/fever remedies, general hygiene items 
o We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by building leaders and shaping the future. 
o For more information, please visit our website:   http://twothirdsworld.org  or  contact Grace Motonaga (cell: 

357-4553 or email:  jesuslives2day@mac.com)  
 
Youth Fundraiser – Interested in supporting the Youth Ministry and helping the environment?  The Youth are collecting empty 
ink cartridges or toners from your computer printer for recycling to support their various activities.  You may drop off your empty 
cartridges in the lime green plastic bin by the door in the sanctuary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

808.419.8100 (c) 
icastephen@gmail.com 

Pastor of Worship 
Darren Sarmiento 
808.757.1651 (c) 

darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Pastor of Discipleship 
Jeremy Kaneshiro 
808.280-2780 (c) 

vifjeremy@gmail.com 
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