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John 15:9-17 (NLT) 9  “I have loved you even as the 
Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10  When you 
obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I 
obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 
11  I have told you these things so that you will be filled 
with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12  This is my 
commandment: Love each other in the same way I have 

loved you. 13  There is no greater 
love than to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14  You are my friends 
if you do what I command. 15  I no 
longer call you slaves, because a 

master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my 
friends, since I have told you everything the Father told 
me. 16  You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you 
to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 17  This is 
my command: Love each other.

This passage of scripture is a picture of love with all of 
its commitment and sacrifice.  This is the kind of love 
that Jesus has for us and that we must grow into.  This 
kind of love is very different from the kind of love that 
exists in the world today.  For this is Godly love.
 

Verse 9 tells us that Jesus loves us the way that God has 
loved Him.  He then commands us to remain in His love.  
That means that we need to love the way He loves us.
 

Verse 10 emphasizes that obedience to Jesus’ commands 
demonstrates that we are loving Him in the right way.  If 
we want an example of what this kind of love looks like, 
all we have to do is to look at the life of Jesus.  He set the 
example for us by obeying all that the Heavenly Father 
commanded Him to do.
 

Verse 11 tells us that this is the path to overflowing joy.  
The only way to have this kind of joy is to love and there-
fore obey our Father in Heaven.  There is great joy in 
obeying all that Jesus commands us to do.  Yes, it may 
be difficult and even painful, but there is no other way to 
receive overflowing joy.  
 

Verse 12  is  the  commandment  of  love.  We  are  com-
manded to love each other in the same way that Jesus 

has loved us.  We therefore have to love all brothers and 
sisters in Christ in this same way.  We need to love the lost, 
no matter how adversarial they may be, with this same 
kind of redeeming love that seeks to share the good news 
with them so that they might have eternal life with Jesus.
 

Verse 13 tells us the extent to which this love must be 
demonstrated.  We need to work towards developing the 
greatest kind of love.  There is no greater love than to lay 
down our lives for our friends.  If you are willing to give 
up your life for your friend, then we must also be willing 
to live our lives so that our friends might receive and grow 
fully into Jesus’ love and grace.  
 

Verse 14 tells us that friends of Jesus do what he com-
mands.  This also means that we are not friends of Jesus 
if we disobey Him.  This is hard and sacrificial to love the 
way He desires but this is the pathway to “greater love.”  
It is not that we are perfect in this kind of love, but that 
we are constantly pursuing after it as we pursue loving 
Jesus with each passing day of our lives.  It is His love 
and friendship that consumes our thoughts and desires.  It 
is all about Jesus and He becomes our purpose and our 
passion.

Verse 15 tells us that we are no longer slaves but friends 
of Jesus.  Other parts of scripture tell us that we have been 
adopted into the household of God and have become His 
heirs.  As members of the household and inner circle of 
friends of God, we are privileged to His confiding in us.  
He shares His dreams and desires with us and that is a high 
privilege that is showered down upon us.

Verse 16 reminds us that we really have nothing to be 
prideful in ourselves.  It is not about us, but it is all about 
Him.  He is the one who chose us. We didn’t choose Him.
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Two Thirds World Network 
6th Annual Fun Run Relay 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 

Runners/Walkers will gather 
at 5:00 am at Valley Isle Fellowship 
and make their way at 5:30 am to 

Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park, 
a total of 10 miles.

Offer to ‘walkers only’ this year - 
Mercy Mile option.  

Please see Grace for details.

If you would like to participate, 
sponsor a participant, 

or if you would simply like 
more information, 

please visit the website:  
http://ttwn.org 
or contact

Grace Motonaga 
(cell: 357-4553)

We are 
ON MISSION FOR CHRIST 

by building leaders 
and shaping the future.

(continued from page 1)
He selected and chose us and all we had to do was to say “yes” to His selection.  He chose and appointed us to 
be in His service, for we are His ambassadors, chosen to produce lasting fruit.  The only lasting fruit is the saving 
relationship that we develop with Jesus and that we lead others into with Him.  We have been chosen to do His 
Kingdom’s work.  What a great privilege!  He then promises to give us everything that we would need to carry 
out all of this.  He provides all of His resources in order that His will would be accomplished in and through Him. 
 

Verse 17 concludes by saying that this is His command that we love each other in this same way.  This is a command 
and not a suggestion.  It may be difficult, but this is the way to perfect love.  Remember what it says in 1 John:  1 John 
4:18-19 (NLT) 18  Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, 
and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. 19  We love each other because he loved us first.

October Fall Fest
A Halloween Alternative

October 31, 2016
Valley Isle Fellowship Church

473 S. High Street

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Join us for:
Veggie Tales Movie

Refreshments
Trunk O’ Treat

FUN! FUN! FUN!

Friday, October 28
6 pm - 7:30 pm

See Pam (446-4009) or Lani (757-1652) 
for more information.

As you fill your 
shoebox, pray for 

the child who 
will be 

receiving your 
box and write a 

note letting them 
know of God’s 

love and that you 
are praying for 

them.

Turn in your filled shoeboxes 
in the back by 

Sunday, November 13 
or drop it off 

during the week 
at the church office 

Want someone to shop and/or 
pack shoebox? Turn in 

funds/items by Oct. 30
Questions? Call 244-0865



 

Can You Believe In God If You Don’t Believe 
In The Gospel?

Pastor Darren Sarmiento
I’ll make it short and sweet and answer the question above. The answer is, “No”. 

Let me explain what I mean when I ask, “Can you believe in God?”  Do you believe God is real? Do you believe that He 
can do the impossible? Do you believe He is perfect, holy and righteous? Can you accept everything He says in the Bible? 
Can you live up to the standards of God? 

There are so many people both in the church and in the community that always ask these questions. The only answer to all 
of these questions is a resounding, “Yes, but only if you believe in Jesus!” I just said no you can’t believe in God but now 
I’m saying you can believe in God, when you believe in Jesus. The gospel is the good news about Jesus Christ. The gospel 
is the open door in believing in God; in all of God. 

The Apostle Paul said it quite short and sweet about the gospel one time when he was talking to the Corinthian Church. 
He said in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NLT, “3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to 
me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, 
just as the Scriptures said.” Our power, strength and way of life can only be accomplished through Jesus and what He did 
on the cross. 

We are offered and assured of eternal life by Him who was raised from the grave. I agree 
that you can believe that God the Father exists and you can do things that can honor Him, 
but we must understand that it doesn’t mean we are in a right standing with Him. Jesus 
backs that up in John 14:6 NLT when he said, “…I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one can come to the Father except through me.” There is clear evidence in the Bible of 
people recognizing God but God recognizing that they needed Jesus in order to be right 
with Him. 

In Acts 10:1-33 there is the Roman captain who honored God with prayers and helping the poor. Then, later God told the 
captain to go get Peter because he was going to share the good news of Jesus for the captain and his household to truly 
believe in God by believing in His Son, Jesus. 

In Acts 8:1-40, we find Phillip whom the Lord instructed to go to see the Ethiopian eunuch who had worshipped God in 
Jerusalem. The eunuch then was reading about the gospel of Jesus but did not understand it as Phillip met up with him. 
The Lord intended on Phillip sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with him and it is written that the eunuch believed and was 
baptized. There are many more evidences in the Bible that the only way to believe in God is to believe in His Son. 

I want to make a statement, “When you and I get to the point of believing in the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ, we 
will believe everything about God and all that he has said in the Bible. You and I will not question anything about God or 
Jesus because we then will have the faith to take Him at His Word.” Some of you might be saying that I am not there yet 
but I want to be. Here are three simple things we need to do to get there. I want you to understand this, it is simple to know 
but it takes a commitment of a lifetime to do. One, get to know God and Jesus by reading the Bible. Two, be around other 
Christians who can share with you their experiences in their relationship with God and Jesus. Third and final, live to serve 
Him so you can experience Him for yourself personally. 

To know and have true joy in Jesus is to live your life for Him and to experience how great and wonderful He truly is! To 
believe in Jesus is to believe in God now and forevermore.
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ARISE, SHINE  When we rise up, He shines through
You are invited to

 ARISE, SHINE FOR THE LORD 
at the 2016 Baptist  Women’s World Day of Prayer

NOVEMBER 7, 2016
Valley Isle Fellowship High Street Sanctuary

Registration and Snacks:  5:00-5:30 pm
Program:  5:30 – 6:30 pm

 

Hope for Ohana Fundraiser Update... 
September 28, 2016 
 
Aloha, 
 

Mahalo nui loa for joining us at the Hope for Ohana fundraising event!  It is with gratitude  
and celebration that I am writing to you to share an update regarding our fundraising event.   
  
We sold 300 tickets for the event and thanks to you we raised $16,555.00 in sponsorships to 
cover the cost of the event and to help provide additional monies for the Center.  
  

Thanks to you we raised $28,338.37 in additional support!  
  

Your generosity has enabled us to: 
-Expand our services by adding an education component to our Center.  We will be offering 
prenatal, parenting, and life skills classes to our clients as soon as mid October.  
-Purchase educational materials to include sexual integrity curriculum for the youth in our 
community, abstinence education, and STD information. 
-Implement the Earn While You Learn Program. 
-Fund Zeyah’s Closet by purchasing 15 car seats and 17 cases of diapers.  
-Continue the fruitful and good work of the Center. 
  
Designated giving in the amount of $2,300 is enabling us to begin our conversion to a limited 
pregnancy resource medical clinic, purchase an ultrasound machine, and staff a nurse manager.   
  
We praise God for the faithful and generous financial support from you, our partners!  You  
are such an integral part of the Malama Pregnancy Center team; your personal involvement and 
support enable the Center to be fruitful and make a difference for life in our community! God  
has faithfully and graciously provided abundant resources through you for our mutual resolve to 
offer help and hope to those facing an unplanned pregnancy and those facing crisis in our 
community.  We appreciate you!   
 

If you would like to speak with me personally about these exciting results or desire to further 
partner with us please contact me directly at (808) 280-5810. 
  

Blessings, 
Joy Wright 
Executive Director Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui 



Announcements
      

Childcare Schedule
Today, Oct 23    Team 1:Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F  

Oct 30    Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
   AV. Dmitry V

Nov 6    Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C

Nov 13   Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
   Gwendolyn R

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Oct 27-29
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Nov 3-5
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Nov 10-12
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Oct 27-29
Takaki, Endo & Elaine

Week of Nov 3-5
Aikala Ohana

Week of Nov 10-12
Hawea & Pam

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 
rmd.at/mrvif

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  
You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.

*Standard text message rate apply.

For more information, call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

On Mission For Christ . . .

Praise God, the team has returned     
safely.  We look forward to a time soon 

to hear them share how God moved through them on 
this trip.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

* Praise God for the freedom that exists in Taiwan to share 
the   gospel! As people hear the truth about Jesus, pray that 
they will not simply accept Him as just another god from whom 
they can ask favors. Pray that the truth of the gospel will shake 
them to their very core so they will ask, “What must we do to 
be saved?” (Acts 16:30).
*Last Frontier: You prayed for their training and then their 
“vision trip.” Thank you! God heard your prayers, and now 
some are preparing to go. The workers covet your ongoing 
intercession for these partners, whose goal is to reach a Last 
Frontier people group. This is significant, because it is difficult 
to reach this people group with the gospel. As you lift up these 
partners, pray that God will give them wisdom, discernment, 
and safety. Please also ask for God’s blessing upon their gospel 
sharing and Bible teaching for His glory.
*Sub-Saharan African Peoples: A harsh climate, strange ill-
nesses, stressful driving conditions, poverty, separation from 
loved ones . . . any or all of these are encountered by mission-
aries living in the Central Sahel region. Some days, missionar-
ies do all they can just to get through the day. The daily stress 
can become extreme. The Great Deceiver is crafty and knows 
how to attack and cause damage. Please pray for the marriage 
relationships of our missionaries! Pray for communication, 
forgiveness, humility, and selflessness for husbands and wives. 
Pray that each and every person will continue to abide in 
Christ so that the evil one will not have even a small opening to 
get into.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplain Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

October 2016
23 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    

 9 am  - Worship Service     
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
     - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

26 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

28 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe

29 5 am - TTWN Fun Run Relay to Kalepolepo Park, Kihei

30 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    

 9 am  - Worship Service
           - Baptist World Hunger Observed   
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
   - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

 31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
 6:30 - 8:30 PM - October Fall Fest

November 2016
  3 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

  6 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

 7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED  
 5 - 6:30 pm - BW World Day of Prayer - VIF Sanctuary

 8 General Election Day - Office OPEN

 9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

11 Veterans’ Day - Office CLOSED

13 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

17-19  HPBC Annual Meeting - Kailua-Kona

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Trick, Trap and Terminate
Luke 20:1-26

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. Questioned about ______________. - Luke 20:1-8
 A. Demand – _________ and/or  _________ gave you this authority?
 B. Answered with a ____________.
 C. Their response showed that they were _____  ______________ in the truth.
 D. Jesus ______  ______ _____________ their question.
 E. Jesus continued to __________________ and ____________ the truth.

II. _________________ seeks to overwhelm _______________. - Luke 20:9-19
 A. The _______________ of religious law and the leading ___________ were the 
  wicked farmers – verse 19.
 B. Jesus was the __________________ of verse 13.
 C. Wickedness is illustrated as _________ and __________________.

III. Civil _______________________vs. Spiritual ___________________. - Luke 20:20-26
 A. Sent ________________.
 B. Tried to ______________ Jesus.
 C. Employed _______________.
 D. The thoughts of ________ and the words of ____________ are _____________ 
  and ________________.

NOTES:
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