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Sadly, the fate of marriage in Hawaii does not look good; domestic violence is on the rise, divorce 
rates inch up, and now, same-sex marriage is about to be legalized.  The state of the “family” in 
Hawaii (like the rest of our nation) is not good.  At the root of all of these challenges is SIN.   
 
In Wednesday’s Maui News’ "Letter to the 
Editor," a south Maui resident wrote an 
article entitled, “Same-sex marriage a 
secular, not religious issue.”  This was a 
response to the ad that appeared in the 
Maui News on Oct. 12

th
  that was 

sponsored by many churches.  She says, 
“…let us all remember that the issue is 
secular, not religious.”  She also says, 
“Nothing in the proposed Hawaii law will 
force any church to bless a union 
formalized by the state and recognized by 
the federal government.”  She finally says, 
“Let Hawaii stand on the right side of  

history with equality for all.” 
 
Let me say that this citizen has the right to 
express her opinions and her views.  Praise 
God that we live in a country that allows 
freedom of speech.  I believe that she may 
be expressing the opinions and views of 
many people here on Maui.  However, 
because of the great nation that we live in, 
those who have a varying opinion are also 
allowed to express their views as well. 
 
As your pastor, I know that there may be 
people in Valley Isle Fellowship that might 
agree with this Kihei resident, however, I 
have to stand against this opinion and 
view.  The Biblical stand is that same-sex 
marriage is a sin because homosexuality is 
a sin.  Legislating to make a sin legal, to 
many, is also making it moral.  Let me 
remind you of what a Morman Apostle said 
just last month.  “Civil law can never make 
moral what God has already declared to be 
immoral.”  No act of the Hawaii State 
Legislature or even of the U.S. Supreme 
Court can ever make moral what God has 
already declared immoral.  If a leader of 
the Mormon Church can have this kind of 
conviction, why can’t the people of Valley 
Isle Fellowship also have this same 
conviction.  The Mormon Church is not a 
Christian church but on this issue, they 
sure got it right.  Same-sex marriage is a 
religious issue, because, it was God who 
instituted and ordained marriage.  Secular 
people may participate in it, but the roots 
for this institution come right from God.  
The blessings of this institution come from 
God Himself.  To deny God and His role in 
this institution is sin.  To deny His  

 

commands concerning this institution, 
is sin. 
 
However, over the past month, through 
articles in the Newsletter and through 
messages preached in this church, we 
have been laying down for you that the 
greater sin is within the Christian 
Church, especially here in Hawaii.  The 
reason for this is as follows.  The state 
of Hawaii has the lowest voter turnout 
in the whole nation.  Only 38% of 
registered voters go to the polls to vote.  
This means that only 18-20% of 
registered voters control the direction 
of our state.  They determine the 
leaders and initiatives that will lead, 
guide and even rule in our state.  If 
Evangelical Christians would vote, and 
vote Biblical convictions, this state 
would be a very different state.  The 
reason that we are even discussing 
“same-sex marriage” is because of the 
legislators that we voted in.  You might 
be saying that you didn’t vote for them, 
but let me ask you, how many people 
did you attempt to influence to vote for 
a candidate of your choosing?   How 
many people did you encourage to run 
for an office because they would uphold 
Biblical values and principles? 
 
You see, because of the apathy and 
carelessness of the Christian Church, we 
have sinned and are more responsible 
than the general public.  We in the 
church have the Spirit of God and the 
Bible to guide and direct us to do what 
is right.  The lost do not have  
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1. ________________ of Sin - Romans 1:29-32  

 A. The basic problem is not ________-_______ marriage. 

 B. The basic problem is ___________. 

 C. Sin is _________________ against God. 

 D. Rebellious Sin ___________________ others to sin too. 

2. _______________________ to Sin - Romans 1:21-23 

 A. ____________ about God 

 B. Would not ______________ (______________) to Him 

 C. _____________________ against God  

 D. ________________ their own ways 

3. ______________ because of Sin - Romans 1:24-28  

 A. Abandoned for _______________ _________  (v. 24-25) 

 B. Abandoned for _____________ to their ______________ _________ (v. 26) 

 C. Abandoned for _____________ to __________________ _______  (v. 28) 

4. Let me speak from the depths of my heart. 

 A. _____________________________________________________________________. 
  Ezekiel 33:1-6 

 

 B. ______________________________________________________________________ 

                _____________________________________________________________________. 

 C. ______________________________________________________________________ 

      _____________________________________________________________________. 
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 D. ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

      _____________________________________________________________________. 

  2 Chronicles 7:14 

 E. ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

     _____________________________________________________________________. 
  Ezekiel 33:11 

 

 F. ______________________________________________________________________ 
  Luke 23:34a 

 

 G.  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  Joel 2:12-17  

 

 H. ______________________________________________________________________ 
     
                _____________________________________________________________________.  
 
 I. ______________________________________________________________________  
   
    ______________________________________________________________________. 
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continuation from page 1 
 
that advantage.  They do not have the 
Holy Spirit or the Bible to guide them.  
They are left to following their own 
feelings and the influence of others.  
When we as Christians choose to follow 
the same influences as non-Christians, we 
sin because we desert our Lord and Savior.  
Instead of voting in a way that is pleasing 
to God, we vote in a way that is pleasing to 
others and to ourselves.  Departing from 
God’s way, no matter what the 
circumstances and the reasons, it is still 
sinful. 
 
The main problem is within the church.  It 
is not outside of the church.  We need to 
deal with the sin that is within the church, 
within Valley Isle Fellowship, the sin within 
you and ME.  I am just as much of the 
problem as you are, if not a bigger part of 
the problem.  We need to fall on our faces 
before The Lord and beg for His 
forgiveness and for the filling of His Holy 
Spirit so that we will do what He desires 
and not what we desire.  We need His 
forgiveness and His power to be useful in 
His hands.  The BROKENNESS of God’s 
people is the only hope for Hawaii and the 
United States.   
 
Will we rise to the challenge and help 
Hawaii and our community to turn from 
sin?  God is ready and willing to be a God 
of love, mercy, and grace.  The question is 
really, "Are we ready to be a people that 
will be utterly broken before God?"  I am 
praying for all of you.  Please be in prayer 
for me.  God bless and keep you. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Stephen Kaneshiro 
 

 We were having lunch together, and I was 
praying like mad. My friend had been in a 
committed same-sex relationship for about 
15 years. He was interested in Jesus; 
attracted to his teaching and message. But 
he wanted to know how becoming a 
Christian would affect his gay lifestyle. 
 
I had explained, as carefully and graciously 
as I could, that Jesus upheld and expanded 
the wider biblical stance on sexuality, that 
the only context for sexual activity is 
heterosexual marriage. Following Jesus 
would mean seeking to live under his word, 
in this area as in any other. 
 
He had been quiet for a moment, and then 
looked me in the eye and asked the billion-
dollar question: 'What could possibly be 
worth giving up my partner for?' 
 
I held his gaze for a moment while my brain 
raced for the answer. There was eternity, of 
course. There was heaven and hell. But I 
was conscious that these realities would 
seem other-worldly and intangible to him. 
In any case, surely following Jesus is worth 
it even for this life. He was asking about life 
here-and-now, so I prayed for God to lead 
me to a here-and-now Bible verse. I wanted 
my friend to know that following Jesus 
really is worth it---worth it in the life to 
come, but also worth it in this life now, no 
less so for those who have homosexual 
feelings. Yes, there would be a host of 
hardships and difficulties: unfulfilled 
longings, the distress of unwanted 
temptation, and the struggles of long-term 
singleness. 
 
But I wanted him to know that following 
Jesus is more than worth it, even with all it 
entails for gay people. And I also wanted to 
tell him that I had come to know this not 
just from studying the Bible and listening to 
others, but from my own experience. 

 
More Grace, Not Less 
Homosexuality is an issue I have grappled 
with my entire Christian life. It took a long 
time to admit to myself, longer to admit to  

others, and even longer to see something 
of God's good purposes through it all. 
There have been all sorts of ups and 
downs. But this battle is not devoid of 
blessings, as Paul discovered with his 
own unyielding thorn in the flesh. 
Struggling with sexuality has been an 
opportunity to experience more of God's 
grace, rather than less. 
 
Only in recent months have I felt 
compelled to be more open on this issue. 
For many years I had no intention of 
being public about it. I am conscious that 
raising it here may lead to any number of 
responses---some welcome, some 
perhaps less so. But over the last couple 
of years I have felt increasingly 
concerned that, when it comes to our gay 
friends and family members, many of us 
Bible-believing Christians are losing 
confidence in the gospel. We are not 
always convinced it really is good news 
for gay people. We are not always sure 
we can really expect them to live by what 
the Bible says. 
 
As my mind raced that lunchtime God 
gave me a verse to share with my friend. 
It demonstrates precisely why following 
Jesus is worth it, in this lifetime, and even 
when we have to give up things we could 
never imagine living without: 
 

Peter said to Jesus, "We have left 
everything to follow you!" 
 
"I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, 
"no-one who has left home or 
brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and 
the gospel will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much as in this 
present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields---and 
with them, persecutions) and in the 
age to come, eternal life." (Mark 
10:28-30) 
 

Following Jesus involves leaving things 
behind and giving things up. For gay  
 

How Can the Gospel Be Good News to Gays? 
By Sam Alberry 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.28-30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.28-30
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people, it involves leaving behind a gay 
lifestyle. 
 
God's Clear Word 
The Bible is consistent in prohibiting 
homosexual practice. Jesus himself 
condemns "sexual immorality" (Mark 7:21, 
for example). Though Jesus does not 
directly mention homosexual activity, he 
does include it. The Greek word we 
translate as "sexual immorality" (porneia, 
from which we get the word pornography) 
is a catch-all term for any sexual activity 
outside heterosexual marriage. 
 
Paul is more specific, directly referring to 
homosexual practice in three passages. In 
Romans 1:24-27 both homosexual and 
also lesbian activity are given as examples 
of the "unnatural" behavior that results 
from turning away from God. In 1 Cor. 6:9-
10" homosexual offenders" are listed 
among those whose behavior will result in 
their exclusion from God's kingdom. The 
word Paul uses literally translates as "men 
who lie with men" and comes again in 1 
Timothy 1:10 (where the NIV 1984 
unhelpfully translates it "perverts"). 
 
It is simply not possible to argue for gay 
relationships from the Bible. Attempts by 
some church leaders to do so inevitably 
involve twisting some texts and ignoring 
others. God's Word is, in fact, clear. The 
Bible consistently prohibits any sexual 
activity outside of marriage. 
 
As someone who experiences homosexual 
feelings this is not always an easy word to 
hear. It has sometimes been very painful 
to come to terms with what the Bible says. 
There have been times of acute 
temptation and longing---times when I 
have been "in love." And yet Scripture 
shows that these longings distort what 
God has created me for. 
 

Extraordinary Returns 
However much we have to leave behind 
we are never left out of pocket. Whatever 
we give up Jesus replaces, in godly kind 
and greater measure. No one who leaves  

will fail to receive, and the returns are 
extraordinary---a hundredfold. What we 
give up for Jesus does not compare to what 
he gives back. If the costs are great, the 
rewards are even greater, even in this life. 
For me these include a wonderful depth of 
friendship God has given me with many 
brothers and sisters; the opportunities of 
singleness; the privilege of a wide-ranging 
ministry; and the community of a wonderful 
church family. But greater than any of these 
things is the opportunity that any complex 
and difficult situation presents us with: to 
learn the all-sufficiency of Christ---learning 
that fullness of life and joy is in him and his 
service, and nowhere else. 
 
There is a huge amount to say on this issue, 
but the main point is this: the moment you 
think following Jesus will be a poor deal for 
someone, you call Jesus a liar. Discipleship 
is not always easy. Leaving anything 
cherished behind is profoundly hard. But 
Jesus is always worth it. 
 
Sam Alberry is associate pastor at St Mary's 

Church in Maidenhead, UK, and previously 

worked on the ministry team at St Ebbe's in 

Oxford.  He is the author of Lifted: Experiencing 

the Resurrection Life(P & R, 2012) and 

Connected: Living in the Light of the Trinity (P&R, 

2013) 
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Team 4:Karen Fontanilla, Janice 
Robello,  Judy Giron, Jaydee Giron, 
Jules Giron, Kolbe Fontanilla, Alysha 
Fontanilla, Hannah Aiwohi 
 
Team 5: Shayna Manlapao, Chevelle 
Moniz, Dayna Asuncion,  Seth 
Yamada, Wayne Sniffen 
 
Team 1: Jennifer Egami, Corey 
Egami, Donna Nozaki, Elijah Douglas, 
Christian Motonaga 

 
Team 2: Joycelyn Kiaha, Marion 
Kimura, Avery Yamada, Zachary 
Yamada, Kaiani Kiaha, Daniel Olaso 
 
Team 3:Gretel Saraos, Rosie 
Quenga, Daniel Quenga, Shalia 
Mendez, Danica Cooley, Dyllan 
Caolie 
 
Oct 20

th
—Team 4   Nov 10

th
—Team 2 

Oct 27
th
—Team 5   Nov 17

th
—Team 3 

Nov 3
rd

—Team 1    Nov 24
th
—None 

          
Dec 1

st
—Team 4 

Dec 8
th
—Team 5 

Dec 15
th
—Team 1 

Dec 22
nd

—Team 2 
Dec 29

th
—Team 3 

 
 

 

Two Thirds World Ministry 

 

 

 

Mission Trip 

November 2nd - 13th 

We are ON MISSION FOR 

CHRIST by building leaders and 

shaping the future. 

 

MCBA Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October 26
th
 

Lahaina Baptist Church 

Potluck lunch to follow 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%207.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%201.24-27
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%206.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%206.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%201.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%201.10
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 [I wanted to pass on this interesting article I 
read. My heart for us all is that we love and 
obey Jesus and be like him knowing it begins 
from the inside out.]  

              Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 
In today’s culture, we are more pragmatic 
than reflective. Obsessed with knowing 
what works and how it works, we strive to 
repeat the formula. We are less concerned 
with why things work. Discipleship is no 
exception. Many have traded in the why 
for the how, motivation for the best 
practice. This is disconcerting. The reason 
for this is that practice can take us only so 
far. When hardship hits, practice needs 
motivation to continue. 
 
What motivates you to follow Jesus? If this 
question isn’t one you continually ponder 
and answer, you will walk away from Jesus 
rather than after Him. 
 
The Pragmatic Disciple 
Given our culture’s pragmatic bent, the 
modern discipleship mantra is “make 
disciples who make disciples.” This mantra 
is pragmatic and reproductive. Is 
pragmatic reproduction Jesus’ chief 
concern? When He came proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, did He give an 
inspiring message and then move to three 
action points on how to make disciples? 
Certainly, He did model, instruct, and send 
(Luke 9–10). The kingdom of God is 
embedded with reproductive DNA 
(reflected in some of Jesus’ agricultural 
parables). But the kingdom of God is also 
slow and deep. It stretches across arduous 
lifespans and into the depths of the 
human heart. The reign of Christ 
penetrates our DNA, continually 
motivating us. 
 
Instead of focusing His training on the 
how, Jesus relentlessly got to the why. 
This is why so many of His sayings are 
unnerving. As a master teacher, He 
provoked reflection, not just action: 
 
As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head.” (Luke 9:57–58) 
 
Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, 
but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of God.” (vv. 62–63) 
 
Jesus forces us to reflect on our motives for 
following Him. If we live for comfort and 
ease, we won’t give up our beds, money, 
and entertainment to follow Him. If idyllic 
community is what motivates our decisions, 
we won’t give up close friends and family 
members. Jesus is clear. If we want to be 
His disciples, we must be motivated by 
something greater than comfort and 
community. His kingdom must motivate us, 
and the kingdom comes with a cost. 
 
True disciples will consider and embrace 
the cost over and over again. They will 
endure because, in finding the kingdom, 
they have found a King worthy of their 
sacrifice. Searching for the why of their 
existence, they discover a pearl of great 
price. Disciples motivated by pragmatism 
alone may consider the cost and embrace 
the cause of making disciples who make 
disciples, but when push comes to shove, 
they will walk away from Jesus, not after 
Him. We need more than the hows of 
fulfilling the Great Commission to get us 
through the adversity of seeking first the 
kingdom of God. 
 
The Jesus Disciple 
When Jesus gave His mountaintop 

commission, He loaded it with kingdom 

motivation. The main directive to make 

disciples is preceded by the image of a 

risen, radiant king, rippling with power and 

authority, in heaven and on earth (Dan. 

7:9–14; Matt. 28:17). He is strong enough 

to depose nations and glorious enough to 

summon their worship.  We are sent under 

this aegis. We are not sent in the authority  

Why Follow Jesus?  By Jonathan Dodson (From Tabeltalk Magazine; March 01, 2013) 

of our own experience but in the 
authority of His lordship. Our story isn’t 
sufficient to “make a disciple,” but His 
story is. Why do we go? To baptize into 
His name, not ours. Making disciples of all 
nations is no personal cause; it is the 
redemptive agenda of God Himself. Our 
motivation, then, arises from being 
submerged in the grace of God, not from 
having others align with our way of doing 
things. 
 
How do we continue to make disciples 
when wading neck deep in sin? We have 
to remember that the success of our 
mission requires not only the authority of 
the King but also the mercy of the 
Messiah. He is the Disciple who succeeds 
where we fail, in perfect obedience to 
God. We extend mercy from His mercies 
that are new every day. 
 
But what if the mission field is too hard? 
Behold, He is with us always, even to the 
end of the age. We depend not only on 
the past obedience of the Faithful 
Disciple, but also on the present presence 
of the risen Lord. We make disciples in 
the authority of Jesus, submerged in the 
grace of Jesus, enduring in the mercy of 
Jesus, with the forever promise of the 
presence of King Jesus. Disciples need to 
recover a singular motivation to endure 
all the cost—the infinite sufficiency and 
splendor of our Lord. 
 
Why do we follow Jesus? Because of who 
He is. If we have Jesus, we have more 
than enough to make disciples. 
 

From Ligonier Ministries and R.C. Sproul. © 

Tabletalk magazine. Website: 

www.ligonier.org/tabletalk. Email: 

tabletalk@ligonier.org. Toll free: 1-800-435-4343 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%209.57%E2%80%9358
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan.%207.9%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan.%207.9%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2028.17
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By Erich Bridges ─ RICHMOND, Va.—Hey 
sports fans, it’s quiz time: Who broke 
Muhammad Ali’s jaw during one of the 
biggest boxing upsets ever? 
 
Ken Norton did. And there’s a truth behind 
his victory we need to remember.  
 
Norton, who died Sept. 18 at age 70, was a 
heavyweight fighter during the sport’s last 
golden era. He wasn’t as famous as Ali or 
“Smokin’ Joe” Frazier. But Norton, a three-
time boxing champion in the Marine Corps 
before he turned pro, was for real. In his 
prime, he was a 6-foot-3-inch, 210-pound, 
one-man wrecking crew who kept coming 
at you. He won 42 fights, including 33 
knockouts, and lost only seven over a 14-
year pro career. 
 
Marines don’t go down easy. Norton sure 
didn’t. 
 
The first time he fought Ali, in 1973, he 
was a 5-to-1 underdog. Ali, who was 
looking ahead to a big title shot at then-
champ George Foreman, expected the 
upstart Norton to be a punching bag. Big 
mistake. 
 
Norton came out firing, pounded Ali and 
took over the fight. Ali might have been 
“the greatest of all time,” but he didn’t see 
Norton’s determined assault coming. 
 
“Godzilla couldn’t have beaten me that 
night,” Norton said in an interview years 
later. 
 
How did he do it? Simple: work, work and 
more work. Norton trained relentlessly for 
the fight. He allowed no distractions. He 
believed he could win, and he prepared 
for it. And once the bell rang, he didn’t 
listen or respond to his opponent’s 
legendary trash talk. He let his fists do his 
talking. Chastened by that painful wake-up 
call, Ali won two later fights by razor-thin 
decisions. But he never knocked Norton 
out in the 39 total rounds they fought. 
 
Hard work doesn’t always triumph over  

hype. But it wins more often than you 
might think. 
 
“Success depends on effects,” observes 
James McIntosh, who coaches leaders and 
executive teams in the business world. “Do 
you do things for effect or do you do things 
for effect? To help you to decide, I’ll ask the 
question differently. Do you do things 
mainly to impress others or do you do 
things to accomplish something of 
consequence? … Your choice of effect 
determines whether your success is flash-
in-the-pan or sustainable.” 
 
We live in a flash-in-the-pan culture. 
Commitments and loyalties shift like the 
wind. People want something for nothing. 
Short-term profit rules. Make a splash, take 
the money and run. Let somebody else 
clean up the inevitable mess. 
 
Children raised to believe they are extra-
special expect straight A’s in school just for 
showing up. They think they’ll breeze 
through college and into great careers — 
without years of hard work and despite all 
economic indicators. Psychologists call this 
“magical thinking.” It flies in the face of 
reality, experience and common sense. 
 
Tragically, this mentality has seeped into 
our spiritual lives. We want closeness to 
God without prayer, Bible knowledge 
without study, church growth without 
missions, blessings without obedience. 
 
God’s economy doesn’t work that way. 
Grace is free, but it isn’t cheap. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, who died at the hands of the 
Nazis because he refused to submit to their 
evil, regarded cheap grace as the “deadly 
enemy” of the church.  
 
“Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, 
grace without the cross, grace without 
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate,” 
Bonhoeffer wrote in The Cost of 
Discipleship. “Costly grace,” on the other 
hand, “is costly because it costs a man his 
life, and it is grace because it gives a man 
the only true life. It is costly it condemns 

sin, and grace because it justifies the 
sinner. Above all, it is costly because it 
cost God the life of His Son … and what 
has cost God much cannot be cheap for 
us. … Costly grace is the Incarnation of 
God.” 
 
There are no shortcuts to becoming a 
disciple. Don’t get me wrong; it’s not 
the spiritual equivalent of an exercise 
workout or weight-loss plan. God 
provides the power and brings the 
results — not our puny efforts. But He 
requires commitment and obedience. 
 
The Apostle Paul, master missionary and 
disciple maker, put it this way: 
 
“So then, my beloved, just as you have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is 
at work in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure. Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing; so that 
you will prove yourselves to be 
blameless and innocent, children of God 
above reproach in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you appear as lights in the 
world” (Philippians 2:12-15, NASB). 
 
Paul turned the world upside down, one 
disciple and one church at a time, 
through relentless work, prayer, 
teaching and missionary activity — even 
in his last days in Roman chains, when 
he wrote the words above. 
 
If you’re looking for flash-in-the-pan 
success, Christian discipleship isn’t for 
you. 
 
If, on the other hand, you want to 
participate in the only enterprise that 
will produce eternal results, get to 
work.     
 

9/24/2013 
Erich Bridges is IMB global correspondent. 

Visit WorldView Conversation, the blog related to 
this column. 

 

http://worldviewconversation.blogspot.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANO, Texas (BP) -- Nike Ladapo shares 
a birthday week with Billy Graham, and 
the soon-to-be 50-year-old Texas woman 
is following his lead on the most fulfilling 
way to celebrate a milestone birthday. 
 
For his 95th birthday on Nov. 7, the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association is kicking 
off a weeklong endeavor to reach the 
country with the Gospel. From Nov. 3-12, 
more than 24,000 churches are 
participating in "My Hope America with 
Billy Graham," reaching out with the love 
and Good News of Christ in homes and 
other venues across the country. 
 
Nike, a member of the Dallas-area 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, signed up 
after a Sunday service (Oct. 6) to host a 
"My Hope Party" at her home. She said 
she cannot imagine a better way to 
celebrate her birthday than by inviting 
family, friends and neighbors to her 
home and then sharing what Christ has 
done in her life and how He can 
transform their lives. 
 

"Matthew 28:19 tells us that we are to 
take the Gospel to the ends of the earth 

and help fulfill the Great Commission that 
the Lord has given us," she said. "My Hope 
America is a great opportunity to do that." 
 
Nike was among the thousands attending 
services at three Prestonwood campuses 
who viewed a 29-minute video to be shown 
in the homes of those across the country 
hosting a "My Hope Party." Produced by the 
Graham evangelistic association, the video 
weaves footage of classic Billy Graham 
crusades with the testimonies of three 
people who found God while broken and in 
the depths of misery. 
 
"Billy told several of us months ago that he 
believed God had given him one last 
message to preach to the country, and 'My 
Hope America' was born out of that 
conversation," said Jack Graham, pastor of 
the 33,000-member Prestonwood Baptist 
Church. "We are praying that millions will 
hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ across 
America and that hundreds of thousands 
are going to be born again into the family of 
God." 
 
Currently, the pastor said, Prestonwood has 
nearly 700 homes registered to host a 
party, with a goal of at least 1,000 homes. 
 
"Our people have seen the vision of what 
God can do if we, like the New Testament 
church, publicly, and then from house to 
house, share the hope that is ours in Jesus 
Christ," Jack Graham said. 
Last weekend, Prestonwood posted large 
maps in the atriums of all three campuses 
showing where members were already 
registered to host a party. 
 
Chance and Blanca Oliver were among 
those who surveyed the map at 
Prestonwood's Plano Campus and 
registered to host a party. 
 
"We have to start evangelizing at the 
community level, then the city, and from 
there it just grows," Blanca Oliver said.  
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Women's Missionary Union (WMU) of 

the Maui County Baptist Association 

(MCBA) will be sponsoring the Annual 

Baptist Women's World Day of Prayer 

on: 

Monday, Nov. 4, 2013 at Valley Isle 

Fellowship from 430pm--630pm. 

You have the opportunity to pray with 

sisters from the other Baptist church 

for sisters in other places in the world.  

Please save the date! 

"When we make it personal, through the 
sharing of our stories, it reaches more 
people. People want to connect." 
 
Renee Fuller, who also is planning to host 
a party, said she has no doubt the film will 
help lead many who do not yet know Jesus 
Christ to Him as their Lord and Savior. 
 
"It's such a powerful video that I believe 
people who normally wouldn't listen or 
attend a service will be moved by it," 
Fuller said. 
 
Indeed, it is a stirring video not only 
because of the poignant testimonies but 
also because of the vignettes of Billy 
Graham -- the man who preached to 
hundreds of millions of people for six 
decades -- sharing the Gospel in his 
winsome Southern resonance.  
 
"Millions are crying, 'What can I do to be 
saved from the pressures of life; the 
pressures are just so great," the evangelist 
who has preached the Gospel face-to-face 
to more people than anyone in history, 
says in the video. "We want to scream at 
life; we want to escape from life. Adlai 
Stevenson once said, 'It's not the days of 
your life, but the life in your days that 
counts.' 
 
"You have so much time, but for what? 
The things that are broken in your heart 
and life can be restored in Christ if you put 
your faith and your confidence in Him. He 
died on the cross; He rose from the dead 
for you. He wants to give you guidance in 
your life; He wants to give you a peace and 
joy and assurance that if you die, you'll go 
to heaven. But first, there must be a 
change. You must turn around; that's 
called repentance in the Bible. 
 
"Repent," he says, his voice fading in the 
video, "repent, repent." 

continued on page 9 
 

  

Billy Graham, My Hope America: 24,000 churches now involved 
By Berta Delgado-Young  

Oct 9, 2013 
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continuation from page 8 

 
To learn more about participating in My 
Hope America with Billy Graham and view 
view the evangelistic video programs, visit 
www.myhopewithbillygraham.org. My 
Hope resources also are available in 
Spanish. 
 

 
Berta Delgado-Young is communications editor at 
Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano, Texas. Get 

Baptist Press headlines and breaking news on Twitter 
(@BaptistPress), Facebook 

(Facebook.com/BaptistPress) and in your email 
(baptistpress.com/SubscribeBP.asp). 

© Copyright 2013 Baptist Press 

Original copy of this story can be found at 
http://www.bpnews.net/bpnews.asp?ID=41259 

 

Collecting used ink and toner 
cartridges to raise money for 

various youth activities. 
 

Ink & cartridges can be dropped 
off in the sanctuary in the lime 

green container. 
 

Mahalo nui loa for your support! 

Youth Fundraiser 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Christmas is right around the corner and 
this year we are partnering again with 
Samaritan’s Purse and thousands of 
churches across the globe, to send shoe 
boxes filled with toys, stuffed animals, 
school supplies and clothes to children 
around the world! You may never know 
the impact your shoebox will have on a 
child’s life thousands of miles away from 
you but you can have confidence that the 
Lord has been using this ministry to reach 
children with the good news of Jesus 
Christ for 20 years and 100 million shoes 
boxes. Each box will be packed with a 
wonderful gospel tract that will share the 
good news of Jesus Christ and hand 
delivered by the local churches and 
missionaries around the world in some of 
the most closed societies to the gospel. 
So, please join us in this opportunity to 
share the love of Christ with a child this 
Christmas.   
 
When is it due? 

1. November 18-25 
 

How can I get more information? 
 
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-

we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 
 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/operati
on-christmas-child/frequently-asked-

questions/ 
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20Sun 8am Service : Pastor Stephen  

 945am Service : Pastor Stephen -  

  1130am: Sunday School Teachers Meeting 

 6pm Service : Pastor Stephen  

26Sat 10am: MCBA Annual Meeting at Lahaina Baptist  

                 Church 

21Mon 27Sun 8am Service : Pastor Stephen  

 945am Service : Pastor Stephen  

 6pm Service : Pastor Darren  

22Tues 28Mon 

23Wed 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

29Tues 

24Thurs 30Wed 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

25Fri 31Thurs 

 
 

1Fri 15Fri  
2Sat          Two-Third World Mission Team leaves 16Sat 9am-12pm: G-Force at the Annex 

3Sun 8am Service : Pastor Stephen  

 945am Service : Pastor Stephen  

 6pm Service : Pastor Jeremy  

17Sun 8am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 8:12-30 

 945am Service : Pastor Jeremy - John 8:12-30 

 6pm Service : Pastor Darren 

4Mon 430-630pm: BWA Women’s Prayer - Sanctuary 18Mon  

5Tues 19Tues 

6Wed 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

20Wed 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

7Thurs     HPBC Annual Meeting (Oahu) 21Thurs      

8Fri          HPBC Annual Meeting (Oahu) 22Fri  

9Sat  23Sat  

10Sun 8am Service : Pastor Darren - John 8:1-11 

 945am Service : Pastor Darren - John 8:1-11 

 6pm Service : Pastor Stephen   

11Mon  

12Tues 

13Wed 630pm: Youth Group - Sanctuary 

 7pm: Prayer Meeting in Annex 

14Thurs      

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
October 

November 

10 

Legend 

Wailuku Elementary  

 High Street Property 

 Other Location 

∆ Waikapu Property 



 
 
 
 

 

 

MCBA Annual Meeting will be taking place on Saturday, October 26
th
 at Lahaina Baptist Church (LBC), starting at 10am.  

Pastor Chris of LBC will be giving the message and Veryl & Cheryl Henderson will be honored as Veryl retires as the 

Executive Director of the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Association after 40 years of serving within the state.  There will be a 

potluck lunch to follow the meeting. 

 

Two Thirds World Mission Trip to the Philippines will be November 2nd - 13th.  The focus will be on assisting the flood 

victims.  They will be sharing the Gospel through Medical Missions & Children’s Outreach 

o Needs:  Water filtration systems, multi-vitamins (all ages), cold/fever remedies, general hygiene items 

o We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by building leaders and shaping the future. 

o For more information, please visit our website:   http://twothirdsworld.org  or  contact Grace Motonaga 

(cell: 357-4553 or email:  jesuslives2day@mac.com)  

 

Calling all women to the Annual Baptist Women's World Day of Prayer sponsored by the Women's Missionary Union 

(WMU) and the Maui County Baptist Association (MCBA), will be taking place on Monday, November 4th at the sanctuary 

at our High Street Property from 430pm until 630pm.  You will have the opportunity to pray with sisters from other Baptist 

churches for sisters in other places around the world.  Please save the date! 

 

Youth Fundraiser – Interested in supporting the Youth Ministry and helping the environment?  The Youth are collecting 

empty ink cartridges or toners from your computer printer for recycling to support their various activities.  You may drop off 

your empty cartridges in the lime green plastic bin by the door in the sanctuary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 
808.419.8100 (c) 

icastephen@gmail.com 

Pastor of Worship 
Darren Sarmiento 
808.757.1651 (c) 

darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Pastor of Discipleship 
Jeremy Kaneshiro 
808.280-2780 (c) 

vifjeremy@gmail.com 
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