
Everyday Challenges Prepare You for the Big Challenges of Life  
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players and parents, had a deep respect 

and love for our coaches, so as football 

was concerned, we were all under the 

authority of those coaches.   

  

Our coaches also focused on the 

fundamentals of the game.  They spent 

very little time on special “trick plays.”  

On offense, I remember our head coach 

saying that every play has the potential 

of scoring a touchdown, if every player 

does his job.  On defense, I remember 

my defensive coach telling me that I had 

to play my position and cover my 

territory.  If I did this and the rest of my 

teammates did the same, we would 

stop the offense on every play.  The 

focus on our team was to know the 

fundamentals of the position we played 

and to execute it on every play.   

  

The first year that I played Pop Warner 

football, I remember that we played 

about 3 preseason games and we lost 

every one of them by a large margin.  At 

the end of the last preseason game, our 

coach gathered us together and told us, 

“The guys on the other side of the line 

are no different from us.  When they 

put on their uniform pants, they do it 

the same way that we do.  One leg at a 

time.”  He went on to basically say that 

all that we have to do is to do our job 

on each and every play.  He was 

encouraging us on the fundamentals.  

During the next week of practice, he 

drilled that thought into our minds and 

encouraging us on the fundamentals.  

During the next week of practice, he 

drilled that thought into our minds and 

hearts.   

  

The next weekend, we won our first 

game of the season and we won it so 

big that even I got to play.  You see I 

was one of the youngest players on the 

team and I was a 3rd stringer.  

Therefore, for a 3rd stringer to play 

meant that we were way ahead.  The 

amazing thing is that even though I was 

on the 3rd string, I got to play quite a lot 

during this season because we never 

lost a regular season game.  Losing 

every one of our preseason games but 

winning every one of our regular 

season games was accomplished 

because we focused on the 

fundamentals of the game and each 

one of us also focused on doing our job 

on every play. 

 

As a youngster I lived for sports.  My favorite sport was football.  I started to fall in love with the game 
when I began playing Pop Warner football.  I was only 9 or 10 years old at the time.  Those were very 
formative years in my life.  I remember our coaches drilling into all of us the importance of our practices.  
Their philosophy was that “the way you practice is the way you will play the game.” 
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This philosophy infiltrated everything we 

did.  It began with getting to practice on 

time.  If you were late, you had to run 

extra laps around our practice field and 

there were no exceptions.  Practice 

started on time and ended only when 

the coaches said that it was done.  This 

caused the majority of us to be on time 

and for many of us, we made it a point to 

get there early.  We also let our parents 

know that practice was supposed to end 

at a specific time, but that time was only 

an estimate, because practice ended only 

when the coaches said that it was over.  I 

remember that there were many times 

when practices ended in the dark 

because the coaches were trying to drive 

a point home or trying to sharpen a 

particular aspect of our play.  We all, 

players and parents, had a deep respect 

and love for our coaches so as football 

was concerned, we were all under the 

authority of these coaches.   

 

(continued on pg 2) 
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Everyday Challenges Prepare You for the  
Big Challenges of Life (continued) 

 

one of us also focused on doing our job on every play. 
 

The same thing is true in our spiritual lives.  What you do in practice will determine what you do in the game of life.  In spiritual 

realms of life, the practice times are the everyday challenges and trials that we all go through.  These circumstances tests our 

character and develops us into the people that God desires us to be.  If we are faithful in these regular and common trials, then 

the large and devastating trials will also find us faithful.  How we go through the common, everyday trials will be the way that 

we go through the devastating trials.  You see, those who we look up to and are the spiritual giants in our lives, are just l ike us.  

When they get up in the morning and put on their pants, they put it on one leg at a time.  When they go through the trials of 

their lives, they rely on the fundamentals of their faith.  With each play (trial or challenge in their lives), they concentrate on 

doing their job and covering their territory.  They simply want to be obedient to their coach’s instructions and move at His calls 

and signals.  We need to keep in mind that how we go through these trials actually prepares us for the really big challenges in 

our lives.  We have to seek to be connected and responsive to our Coach’s every signal and call.  We cannot afford to miss His 

call, unless we want to be devastated by the trials and challenges of life.  You see, the trials can be devastating but the results 

don’t have to be. 

  

The way you practice is the way you will play the game.  How you face the everyday trials and challenges of life will determine 

how you will face the devastating trials that fall upon you.  Practice with diligence so you can live in a victorious life that brings 

glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
National Collection Week 

November 17th-24th 
 

Pick up a "How to Pack Your 

Shoebox" brochure at the 

back table to today!   

 

Good News 

Great Joy 
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man is thinking of God as an Examiner who has set him a sort of paper to do, or as the opposite party in a sort of 

bargain—as long as he is thinking of claims and counterclaims between himself and God—he is not yet in the 

right relation to Him. He is misunderstanding what is and what God is. And he cannot get into the right 

relationship until he has discovered the fact of our bankruptcy." 

 

 

 

C.S. Lewis spoke about the beginning of faith in his book “The Joyful Christian.” 

He said:  

“the question of faith…arises after a man has tried his level 

best to practice the Christian virtues, and found he fails, 

and seen that even if he could he would only be giving back 

to God what was already God’s own…as long as a   

thinking of God as an Examiner who has set him a sort of 

paper to do, or as the opposite party in a sort of bargain—

as long as he is thinking of claims and counterclaims 

between himself and God—he is not yet in the right 

relation to Him. He is misunderstanding what is and what 

God is. And he cannot get into the right relationship until 

he has discovered the fact of our bankruptcy. 

 

Do you see what C.S. Lewis is saying here?  It is so important to understand where faith begins and must stay. For many of 

us his quote describes the moment we became Christians. We recognized our deep need and we called out to Him to rescue 

us from ourselves.  We see this truth all over scripture in that faith and joy begins in understanding our deep need for God 

to rescue. We see it in Isaiah 6:1-13, where Isaiah is confronted with God’s holiness and deep understanding of his sinfulness 

and God’s grace. We see it in the New Testament in Matthew 5 in the beatitudes where Jesus outlines in verses 3-6 that the 

ones who understand their moral bankruptcy and weakness are the very ones God rescues and blesses. We have grown 

accustomed to telling the world “you are weak and YOU need Jesus!” Yet the freeing truth for us in the church is that we are 

weak as well.  

Faith is not simply “believing” in certain facts. It is not built upon our moral strength to do our quiet times or sing songs to 

Jesus, but it is built upon weakness and bankruptcy. When I say “built upon” I mean the beginning point of our faith…the 

“where our faith must begin to grow from.” I mean the fertile soil where true faith finds life and grows.  

You see, faith is not us growing away from our daily need from Jesus but a growing realization that we need Jesus today, just 

as desperately as we did when He first rescued us.  However, for most of us, this heart conviction of desperate need 

disappeared into our incessant desire to “do life” and  “get things done.” We inevitably ignore the Bible’s demand for 

perfection, our weakness and Jesus’ strength for the tempting lie that somehow, someway, I can “do it on my own”. Romans 

3:10-12 (ESV) tells us,  

“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11 no one understands; 
    no one seeks for God. 

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
    no one does good, 
    not even one.” 

 Paul continues on in Romans 7 where he says, 

 “the things I want to do, I don’t do and the things I don’t want to do, I do..."  

 (continued on pg 4) 

The Beginning of Faith in the Despair of Moral Bankruptcy 
by Jeremy Kaneshiro 

 



  

 

The Beginning of Faith in the Despair of Moral Bankruptcy  
(continued) 

 If there’s anything that is clear in the Bible, man’s sinfulness and desperation must be at the top of that list. Time and time 

again God’s people forget their desperate need for a rescuer and instead think they can rescue themselves. Please hear me: 

“FAITH IS NOT ABOUT WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR JESUS BUT TRUSTING IN WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR YOU.” Will you today 

lay down your crowns, lay down your incessant need to show God and others how strong, intelligent and powerful you are? 

Will you today cry out to God, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord!..."  Romans 7:24-25a (ESV) 

Let me end with two quotes. 

C.S. Lewis: 

 “…And he cannot get into the right relation until he has discovered the fact of our bankruptcy.  When I say 

 “discovered” I mean really discovered; not simply say it parrot-fashion. Of course, any child, if given a certain kind of 

 religious education, will soon learn to say that we have nothing to offer to God that is not already His own and that 

 we find ourselves failing to offer even that without keeping something back. But I am talking of really discovering 

 this: really finding out by experience that it is true.” 

The Great Reformer Martin Luther: 

 “When everything is going well and there’s no trial, this is the most dangerous trial of all; for then we are tempted to 

 forget God.” 

 

 

 

TTWN MIssion Trip 
 

Philippines Mission Trip 

Oct 23 - Nov 6 

Mission Focus: Evangelism 
 

Bohol – medical mission  
Tacloban – light construction 

Santa/Vigan – medical mission 
 

Needs - Pre Natal vitamins & Multi-vitamins (all ages)   
 

*Please submit donations by: October 20, 2014 
 
 

For More Info Contact:  

Grace Motonaga 808.357-4553 

 

"G" Force - October 25 

"G" Force will meet from 9am-12pm in the VIF 
Church Annex on Saturday, October 25th.  "G" 

Force is for children who have completed Grade 1 
up to Grade 5 and includes a service project, Bible 

study, games, and lunch! 
 

Faith is not about what you can do for Jesus,  
but trusting in what Jesus has done for you. 
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C.S. Lewis: 

 “…And he [the Christian] cannot get into the right relation until he has discovered the fact of our 

 bankruptcy.  When I say “discovered” I mean really discovered; not simply say it parrot-fashion. Of course, 

 any child, if given a certain kind of religious education, will soon learn to say that we have nothing to offer 

 to God that is not already His own and that we find ourselves failing to offer even that without keeping 

 something back. But I am talking of really discovering this: really finding out by experience that it is true.” 

The Great Reformer Martin Luther: 

 “When everything is going well and there’s no trial, this is the most dangerous trial of all; for then we 

 are tempted to  forget God.” 

 

 

 

http://www.truewoman.com/index.php?id=2918
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Needed: Maintenance Equipment 

 

 
Sunday School Workers' Meeting 
Today - 11:30 AM - Upstairs of Sanctuary 

 

 

We are looking for people to donate working or non-working maintenance equipment such as 
lawnmowers, weed whackers, chainsaws, etc.,  for VIF to use for church property maintenance.  
If you have anything to donate, please call Andy Sniffen at 264-0526.    

 

VIF Photo DIRECOTRY -  Please help to finalize the directory! 

 
It's taken some time but the directory is almost complete!  It will be ready just in the time for 2015! Please help me to 
ensure that there are no errors in your information by reviewing a copy of the directory at the back table TODAY!  Please 
make any changes necessary or if all information is correct, please inital next to your picture and your contact information.  
This will be a HUGE help in minimizing any errors.  Also - if you'd be willing  - please include your birthday (month & day 
ONLY) in the last column of the directory.  Thank you for your help church family!  Much Love & Many Blessings! ~Vanessa 

***If we inadvertently missed you - please contact us as soon as possible. You may also write in your info in the           
"Missing Contacts" folder at the back table.  We apologize and greatly appreciate your understanding.***  

 

Get ready to make your favorite side dish or dessert to share at our Thanksgiving Service at 
Waikapu on Sunday, November 23rd.  Don't like to cook or bake?  We're in need of people to 
provide cases of water too!  Also, Andy Sniffen will be making Kalua Turkey and Kalua Pig in the 
Waikapu Imu as the main dish and he will be looking for helping hands as well.  Please stop by the 
back table to check out the food & refreshments sign-up sheets.   

 

Ono Grindz - Thanksgiving Service Waikapu 

The Maui County Baptist Association (MCBA) Annual Meeting is being held next Saturday, October 25th, 1 pm - 4 pm, at 
Kahului Baptist Church.  All are welcome to attend.  Pastor Randy Pauley from Kahului Baptist will be preaching and Maui-
Philippine Baptist will lead in the Worship.   

 

MCBA Annual Meeting  

 

Donate Maui Stamp coupons 

 
Ah Fooks Market in Kahului participates in the Maui Stamp program (collect enough stamps and redeem for in-store 
discounts).  However, Maui Stamp is closing in November and all stamps must be redeemed by the end of November.  If you 
have any yellow or blue stamps from Ah Fooks Market that you will not be using, please donate them to VIF.  You can drop 
the stamps off at the church or drop them in the offering bowl at our Sunday AM Services.  

 



 
 
  

 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

  
 

Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

We are in great need of help for the 3rd and 4th weeks of 
November and December.  

 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of Oct 23-25 
Endo, Shishido, Yamasaki 

Week of Oct 30-1 
Mattos 

Week of Nov 6-8 
Blando 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 
 

Today  

October 19, 2014 

Team 4 

Karen Fontanilla 

Judy Giron 

Jaydee Giron 

Jules Giron 

Kolbe Fontanilla 

Alysha Fontanilla 
 

 
 

Next Week 

October 26, 2014 

Team 1 

Jennifer Egami 

Corey Egami 

Elijah Douglas 

Christian Motonaga 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

This Love 

Overtaken 

Give Us Clean Hands 



 
 
              

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2014 

 
 2  AM - Pastor Stephen - International Day of Prayer 
           for the Persecuted Church 
 PM - TBA 

  
3 MCBA WMU Day of Prayer 
 
4 General Elections 

  
6-7 HPBC Annual Meeting 

 
9  AM - Pastor Darren: The Gospel Is... Spoken &  
           Lived Out 
 PM - Business Meeting Listening Session 

 
15 "G" Force 
 
16  AM - Pastor Jeremy: Mission: Commanded But 
           Desired 
 PM - TBA 
 
23 Thanksgiving Service @ Waikapu 
 
30 VIF Annual Business Meeting 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

October 2014 

  
19 AM - Pastor Stephen: Acts 1& 2 
 Sunday School Workers' Meeting 
 PM - Missional Community: Community 1  

 
23 Philippines Mission Trip (Return Nov 6) 

 
25 "G" Force 
 MCBA Annual Meeting 

 
26 AM - Pastor Stephen: Acts 1 & 2 
 PM - Missional Community: Community 2 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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