
 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 
Love God. Love His Church. Love His World 

473 S High St •  PO Box 886 

Wailuku, HI 96793 

As many of you know, I am a volunteer Chaplain with the 
Maui Police Department.  A few weeks ago, I responded 
to a tragic situation that devastated a family here on 
Maui.  In carrying out my responsibilities in caring for 
the family, there was a break in dealing with the family 
and I spent time talking with the Police Officers and the 
Investigators.  One of the investigators and I got into a 
discussion about all that is happening in our world, 
country and even in our county.  Suddenly he said to me, 
“I believe that our country has lost our moral compass.”  

I agreed with him and we 
began to talk about the 
consequences of that loss.  
This investigator has a young 
family and he is concerned 
about bringing up his children 
in this kind of world. 

This conversation really made 
me think about this world that 
we are living in.  This also 

made me reflect back on a statement made by one of my 
professors in my theological school while I was still a 
student.  He said, “The state of the declining moral status 
of our world is not the fault of the ‘lost’ but rather it is 
the fault of those who call themselves ‘saved.’  This is 
because the ‘saved’ fail to live the way Jesus demands, 
with undivided devotion.”  This conversation with the 
investigator and this statement by my Seminary 
professor shakes me.  The conversation and this 
statement have a direct correlation, even though they 
were spoken over 35 years apart from each other. 

John 12:46 (NLT) I have come as a light to shine in this 
dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no 
longer remain in the dark.  This scripture passage says 
that all who put their trust in Jesus will no longer remain 
in the dark.  If this is true, why does it seem that  the 
darkness is blotting out the light?  As I read through the 
Bible, light always overcomes the darkness, always!  If 
the darkness is growing, then the light is dimming or 
being put out.   

The only way that this can happen is if the Church, and 
Christians, lose their first love and become lukewarm.  
Revelation 2:4-5 (NLT) 4 “But I have this complaint 
against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at 
first! 5 Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and 
do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will 
come and remove your lampstand from its place among 
the churches.  Revelation 3:15-16 (NLT) 15 “I know all the 
things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish 
that you were one or the other! 16 But since you are like 
lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
my mouth! 

Revelation 2:4-5 was addressed to the Church in 
Ephesus.  They were doing great things, but they lost 
their love for Jesus and each other.  Revelation 3:15-16 
was addressed to the Church in Laodicea.  They had 
become complacent and content in being lukewarm and 
they did not know that this was sickening to the Lord. 

These two statements are true about the church in 
America, Hawaii and Maui today.  Since evil and 
darkness are growing at a alarming rates today, we in 
the church need to realize that the fault of this is because 
the Church in America has left our first love and have 
become content with being lukewarm.  However, there is 
Good News.  Since the problem initiates from the Church, 
so does the solution.  In other words, the solution to 
having a light that can and will overcome the darkness is 
found in the Church.   

The Church is the Bride of Christ and when the Bride 
becomes pure and 
holy, it becomes 
beautiful and useful to 
the Lord.  The Bride of 
Christ can then shine 
brightly for the entire 
world to see and it will 
dispel the darkness.   

Dear people of VIF,  I, 
too,     am     concerned   

            (cont. on page 2) 
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that  our nation and the world have lost their moral compass.  However, let’s all realize 
that the SOLUTION is found in Jesus Christ.  When we come to our senses and realize 
that by loving Jesus with all of our heart, mind and soul, then living for Him, and even 
dying for Him, will bring light into the world that will dispel the darkness.  If we are not 
willing to love Jesus with all of our heart, mind and soul, then we risk the same 
judgments as the churches in Ephesus and Laodicea, as well as the other churches in 
Revelations 2 & 3.  It is only by loving Jesus with everything that is within us that will 
prevent us from the deception and destruction that the devil is using today.  Dear 
church, love Him and Him alone! 

 Starting next week, Oct. 25  . . . 
Come along on a chronological, Christ-centered journey 
through the storyline of Scripture.  You will encounter God’s 
plan of redemption in Scripture through the study of Bible 
narrative, the essential doctrines of the faith, and the call to 
join in God’s mission locally and globally. 

Come join us after breakdown!!! 
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You Are Not Enslaved to Your Past 

Christianity means change is possible. Deep, fundamental change. It is possible to become tender-hearted when once 
you were callous and insensitive. It is possible to stop being dominated by bitterness and anger. It is possible to 
become a loving person no matter what your background has been. 

The Bible assumes that God is the decisive factor in making us what we should be. With wonderful bluntness the Bible 
says, “Put away malice and be tenderhearted.” It does not say, “If you can . . . ” Or: “If your parents were tender-hearted 
to you . . . ” Or: “If you weren’t terribly wronged or abused . . . ” It says, “Be tender-hearted.” 

This is wonderfully freeing. It frees us from the terrible fatalism that says change is impossible. It frees us from 
mechanistic views that make our backgrounds our destinies. 

If I were in prison and Jesus walked into my cell and said, “Leave this place tonight,” I might be stunned, but if I trusted 
his goodness and power, I would feel a rush of hope that freedom is possible. If he commands it, he can accomplish it. 

If it is night and the storm is raging and the waves are breaking high over the pier, and the Lord comes to me and says, 
“Set sail tomorrow morning,” there is a burst of hope in the dark. He is God. He knows what he is doing. His commands 
are not throw-away words. 

His commands always come with freeing, life-changing truth to believe. For example: “Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other [that’s the command], just as God in Christ also has forgiven you [that’s the life-changing 
truth]. Therefore be imitators of God [command], as beloved children [life-changing truth]; and walk in love 
[command], just as Christ also loved you, and gave himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant 
aroma [life-changing truth]” (Ephesians 4:32–5:2). 

There is life-changing power in the truths of this text. Ponder them with me as you pray for that power to change you. 

1. God adopted us as his children. 

We have a new Father and a new family. This breaks the fatalistic forces of our “family of origin.” “Do not call anyone 
on earth your father; for One is your Father, he who is in heaven” (Matthew 23:9). 

I once heard a young man quote Hebrews 12:10–11 with tears of deep conviction and great joy because they assured 
him that he was not doomed to think of God in terms of his abusive earthly father: “They [our earthly fathers] 
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we share his holiness. 
All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, 
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” 

They did this . . . but he does that. This is a life-changing truth. We can know it, believe it, and be changed by it, no 
matter what kind of earthly fathers we have. God reveals himself in his word to revolutionize our thinking about his 
fatherhood. We are not cursed to think in the old categories if our upbringing was defective. 

(continued on page 4) 
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by John Piper 

Published by desiringGod.org on October 12, 2015 and may be found at http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.32%E2%80%935.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2023.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.10%E2%80%9311
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past#
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past#
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past#
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past#
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past
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You Are Not Enslaved to Your Past 

2. God loves us as his children. 

We are “loved children.” The command to imitate the love of God does not hang in the air; it comes with power: “Be 
imitators of God as loved children.” “Love!” is the command and “being loved” is the power. 

3. God has forgiven us in Christ. 

Be tender-hearted and forgiving just as God in Christ forgave you. What God did for us becomes the power to change. He 
forgave us. That opens a relationship of love and a future of hope. And does not tender-heartedness flow from a heart 
overwhelmed with being loved undeservedly and being secured eternally? The command to be tender-hearted has more 
to do with what God has done for you than what your mother or father did to you. You are not enslaved to your past. 

4. Christ loved you and gave himself up for you. 

“Walk in love just as Christ loved you.” The command to walk in love comes with life-changing truth that we are loved. 
At the moment when there is a chance to love, and some voice says, “You are not a loving person,” you can say, “Christ’s 
love for me makes me a new kind of person. His command to love is just as surely possible for me as his promise of love 
is true for me.” 

My plea is that you resist fatalism with all your might. No, with all God’s might. Change is possible. Pursue it until you are 
perfected at the coming of Christ. 

*    *    *    *    * 
John Piper (@JohnPiper) is founder and teacher of desiringGod.org and chancellor of Bethlehem College & 

Seminary. For 33 years, he served as pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is 

author of more than 50 books. 

© 2015 Desiring God Foundation   

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Maui County Baptist Association 

Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

10 am - 12 noon 

Kahului Baptist Church 

Message by  

Past
or J

ay W
righ

t, 

Lahaina Baptist Church 

HPBC Representative,  Clyde Kakiuchi 

Arise . . .  

     Shine . . . 

             When we rise up . . . 

                 He shines through ! 

MCBA Baptist Women’s World  

Day of Prayer 

Monday, November 2 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

4:30 - 5 pm   Registration and snack 

5:00 - 6:00 pm   Program 

Men are invited!!! 

by John Piper 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-enslaved-to-your-past#
https://twitter.com/#%21/johnpiper
http://www.desiringgod.org/books
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November  14

Women’s Fellowship

“Contentment”

Because the Lord is my 
Shepherd I have 

EVERYTHING
I need

Psalms 23:1

Guest speaker 

Robin Jones Gunn

Calling Women 6th Grade and Older!! 
Invite a friend or two to join us in a reflection 

time of... 

 
Guest speaker will be Robin Jones Gunn, an 

award winning, best-selling author of 82 books 

including the Christy Miller Series for teens 

and the Sisterchicks® novels for women who 

also resides on Maui. 

Time:  8:30 a.m. - noon 

Place:  VIF High Street Sanctuary 

Cost:         $5.00  (available in back   

          before and after service) 
 

Last day to get your tickets and make reservations 
for childcare  -  Sunday, November 1, 2015 

“Contentment” 

John Rosemond has worked with families, children, and parents since 1971 in the field of family 

psychology. He is syndicated in approximately 225 newspapers nationwide and has written 

eleven best-selling parenting books. John has devoted his time to speaking and writing and is 

known for his sound advice, humor and easy, relaxed, engaging style. He will be speaking at the 

MACC McCoy Studio Theater from 2:00 – 5:30 pm.  To register visit 

www.waterhouselecture.org or call (808)732-5561 ext. 204. 

 Maui Conference 

 Place:     McCoy Studio Theater, MACC 

 Date:      Sunday, November 15, 2015 

 Time:     2:30-5:30 p.m.  (2:00     

        registration) 

 Topic:     Parenting with Love and Leadership 
         -From Tots to Teens 
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Be in the know.   
Join our text alerts. 

 

 

 

 

              PHILIPPINE FALL MISSION 2015  
                A CALL TO PRAYER  

 

Two Thirds World Network is once again putting together a mission 
in the Philippines this Fall.  Please begin praying how God may use 
you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philippines.  God is 
amazing  in the way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards 
and across oceans.  Often we go in thinking we will be an 
instrument in God’s Hands to change other’s lives when in reality we 
find that it is our life that is changed. Won’t you seriously consider 
joining us this Fall to see how God can work in miraculous ways for 
His Glory?  We would love to have YOU!! 
 

Tentative Schedule: November 6-20 , 2015 

Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, 
CONSTRUCTION 

  

Interested or would like more information: please contact  
Vince Bagoyo (808) 357-3842 

Maui Evangelical Church with 
Valley Isle Fellowship and Kahului 

Atty. Jan Apo, Leader of MOI 

Men Of Integrity and  Elder of 

Hope Chapel Kihei 

“Man Of God, Man Of Family” 

Oct. 24, 2015: 9am @ Maui Evangelical Church 

Please join us in this free event of fellowship, worship 

and equipping of men as followers of Christ. 

Atty. Jan Apo will talk about a timely and necessary 

topic of being a man of God and man of family. 

“Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do His 

work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This 

will continue until we all come to such unity in our 

faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 

mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and 

complete standard of Christ.”  

Eph. 4:12-13 (NLT) 



 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Oct 22-24 

Aikala Ohana 

 

Week of Oct 29-31 

Shum Ohana 
 

Week of Nov 5-7 

Edwards, Reimann,  

Kaneshiro 

Week of Nov 12-14 

Women’s Fellowship 

 

  

6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 

 
 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(High St Property) 

 
6:00 pm 

Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 October 2015 

 18 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  POSTPONED  Adult Sunday School  
  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 19 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 21 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 23 7 pm - VIF Men’s Ministry 

 

 24 MCBA Annual Meeting - 10 am Kahului BC 

  Men’s Fellowship Seminar, Maui Evang. 

 

 25 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  Kick-off@ WES 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 26 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 28 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 November 2015 

  1 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School                    
  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 

Awesome Is the Lord Most High 

Overwhelmed 

Holy Spirit 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

 

Songs of Worship 

Awesome Is The Lord Most High 
Verse 1 

Great are You Lord mighty in strength 
You are faithful and You will ever be 
We will praise You all of our days 
It's for Your glory we offer ev'rything 
Chorus 

Raise your hands all you nations 
Shout to God all creation 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
We will praise You together for now and forever 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
Verse 2 

Where You send us God we will go 
You're the answer we want the world to know 
We will trust You when You call our name 
Where You lead us we'll follow all the way 
Chorus 

Raise your hands all you nations 
Shout to God all creation 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
We will praise You together for now and forever 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
 Bridge  (2X) 

Hallelujah hallelujah 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
Chorus 

Raise your hands all you nations 
Shout to God all creation 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
We will praise You together for now and forever 
How awesome is the Lord most high 
 

CCLI Song # 4674159  Cary Pierce | Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves | Jon Abel 
© 2006 45 Degrees Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.);   Bridge 

Building Music, Inc. (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.);   Popular Purple 
Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.);   sixsteps Music (Admin. by 

Capitol CMG Publishing); Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing);   
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com    
CCLI License # 366255 

 

Overwhelmed 
Verse 1 

I see the work of Your hands 
Galaxies spin in a heavenly dance oh God 
All that You are is so overwhelming 
 

Verse 2 

And I hear the sound of Your voice 
All at once it's a gentle 
And thundering noise oh God 
All that You are is so overwhelming 
Chorus 

I delight myself in You  
Captivated by Your beauty 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 
And God I run into Your arms  
Unashamed because of mercy 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 
Verse 3 

I know the pow'r of Your cross 
Forgiven and free forever You'll be my God 
All that You've done is so overwhelming 
Chorus 2 

I delight myself in You 
In the glory of Your presence 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 
And God I run into Your arms 
Unashamed because of mercy 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 
Bridge 

You are beautiful You are beautiful 
Oh God there is no one more beautiful 
You are beautiful God You are the most beautiful 
You are wonderful You are wonderful 
Oh God there is no one more wonderful 
You are wonderful God You are the most   
   wonderful 
You are glorious You are glorious 
Oh God there is no one more glorious 
You are glorious God You are the most glorious 
Chorus 2 

I delight myself in You 
In the glory of Your presence 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 
And God I run into Your arms 
Unashamed because of mercy 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 
I'm overwhelmed I'm overwhelmed by You 

CCLI Song # 6219031 
Michael Weaver | Phil Wickham 

© 2011 Word Music, LLC (a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.): Phil Wickham Music (Admin. by 
Music Services, Inc.); Seems Like Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.); Weave Country 

(Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.); For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 366255 
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Songs of Worship 

Holy Spirit 

Verse 1: 

There's nothing worth more that will ever come   
   close 
No thing can compare You're our living hope 
Your Presence Lord 
Verse 2: 

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves 
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is  
   undone 
Your Presence Lord 
Chorus  

Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 
Your Presence Lord 
There's nothing worth more that will ever come  
   close 
No thing can compare You're our living hope 
Your Presence Lord 
Verse 2: 

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves 
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is  
   undone 
Your Presence Lord 
Chorus 

Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 
Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 

Let us become more aware of Your Presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Let us become more aware of Your Presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Let us become more aware of Your Presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Let us become more aware of Your Presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Chorus 

Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 

Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 
 

CCLI Song # 6087919  Bryan Torwalt | Katie Torwalt 
© 2011 Capitol CMG Genesis (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Jesus Culture Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 366255 
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Living in the End Times 
The Rapture & The Tribulation 
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I. The Rapture – the sudden removal of true Christians from this earth. 

 (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 & Matthew 24:40-41) 

 A. Great disagreement as to when the Rapture will take place. 

  1. Pre Trib (Before the Tribulation) 

  2. Mid Trib (During the Tribulation) 

  3. Post Trib (After the Tribulation) 

 B. No disagreement that the Rapture will take place. 

 C. How then do you live in light of the Rapture.  (Matthew 24:42-44) 

  1. Regardless of your belief as to when the rapture takes place, you 

      don’t  know exactly when it will take place. 

  2. Scripture beckons you to be prepared. 

  3. Ultimately, be prepared today, not tomorrow. 

 

II. The Tribulation – severe Christian persecution & suffering. 

 (2 Corinthians 4:8-12 & Matthew 10:21-23)  

 A. If you are pre-trib – you don’t have to worry. 

 B. If you are mid or post-trib – then you have to prepare to endure the tribulation. 

  1. Have the right kind of fear.  (Luke 12:4-5) 

  2. Have a mind set on endurance.  (Mark 13:13) 

  3. Have a mind & heart focused on loving Jesus.  (1 John 4:18) 

  4. Focus on your citizenship. 

   (Hebrews 13:14, Philippians 3:20, & 2 Corinthians 5:6-9) 

  5. Have your sights set on Heaven.  (Acts 7:55-56) 

  6. Don’t get distracted.  (2 Timothy 2:3-7) 

  7. While there is still time, glorify Him.  (John 9:4-5)  

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 


