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Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT): 37  Jesus replied, “‘You must love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and 
all your mind.’ 38  This is the first and greatest command-
ment.”  Many know this verse so well that they have memo-
rized it and yet they wonder, “I wonder what this looks 
like?”  In this article, let’s explore some of the infinite ways 
that LOVING JESUS might display itself.
 
I once heard of young boy who loved his dying mother 
so much that his love and grief drove him to want to do 

something good for his mother before 
she died.  His dad once told him a story 
of how his mother loved to dance.  Even 
though she was now bedridden, the idea 
came that he should buy her a new pair 
of dancing shoes, so that when she met 
Jesus in Heaven, she would be able to 

dance with those new shoes.  As he passed a nearby shoe 
store he saw the perfect pair in the window and he rushed 
in to buy that pair of shoes, but as he went to pay for it he 
pulled out a handful of coins.  He dug deep into his pock-
ets and pulled out all of the money that he had, but he fell 
very short.
 
The man standing next in line behind this boy heard him 
plead his case to the store clerk to please let him buy these 
shoes because it was for his dying mother.  The man next 
in line was filled with mercy and grace as he intervened and 
paid the clerk for the young boy’s purchase.  The boy, with 
tears of joy in his eyes, thanked the man and ran off to give 
those shoes to his mother.  Nothing was going to stop that 
young boy from getting what he thought expressed his love 
for his mother.  That is a glimpse of what it might be to love 
Jesus with all of your heart, mind, and soul.
 
Another story is told of a young Japanese man who fell in 
love with a young woman who had a debilitating illness.  
Even though this illness left her primarily bedridden,  he 
proposed to her and  they planned to get married.  His 
gentle, caring love was enhanced by their shared deep love 
for Jesus.  They spent much of their time   together  singing  
songs  of  praise  and  reading  through  the Word of God. 

As both of their love and faith in Jesus grew stronger, her frail 
body began to get stronger.

However, as he traveled for business, the train that he was 
riding on, with his friend, malfunctioned and the passenger 
cars broke loose from the engine on a snowy hill.  This young 
man, and his friend, rushed to the 
last car and began to try and apply 
the manual brakes.  It began to slow 
the cars down but not enough to pre-
vent the cars from failing to make the 
upcoming curve in the tracks causing a horrific task.  This 
young man loved his fiancée very much, but he loved Jesus 
even more.  He told his friend to tell his fiancée how much 
he loved her and that he would see her  in heaven.  With that 
he jumped off the car onto the tracks and caused the train to 
stop by giving up his life for all on board.  

Broken and crushed by the news of her fiancée’s death, she 
was strengthened and renewed by her love for Jesus and the 

promise that she would she him in heaven.  
She was lifted and comforted that when she 
got to heaven, not only was she going to 
she her fiancée, but she would also see her 
beloved Jesus.  This is another glimpse into 

what it might be like to love Jesus with all of your heart, 
mind, and soul.
 
Finally, there is story of Polycarp.  Tonight at 5:30 (This is an 
earlier time for our PM Service) I will be showing a movie 
about his life.  His love and commitment to Jesus is so inspir-
ing.  Here is the description of this movie: A young slave girl, 
Anna, is rescued and adopted by Christians in 2nd Century 
Smyrna and befriended by their aged bishop, Polycarp. As Anna is  
taught   by   Polycarp   and   her  new   family,   she   struggles    to 
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Two Thirds World Network 
6th Annual Fun Run Relay 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 

Runners/Walkers will gather 
at 5:00 am at Valley Isle Fellowship 
and make their way at 5:30 am to 

Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park, 
a total of 10 miles.

Offer to ‘walkers only’ this year - 
Mercy Mile option.  

Please see Grace for details.

If you would like to participate, 
sponsor a participant, 

or if you would simply like 
more information, 

please visit the website:  
http://ttwn.org 
or contact

Grace Motonaga 
(cell: 357-4553)

We are 
ON MISSION FOR CHRIST 

by building leaders 
and shaping the future.

(continued from page 1)
reconcile her beliefs with those of the Christians. When the Roman 
proconsul demands that all citizens worship Caesar to show their allegiance 
to Rome, Polycarp and the Christians must find courage to stand for their 
faith against the growing threat of persecution. Anna is forced to come 
to grips with the truth and choose whom she is willing to live-and die-for.

I want to encourage you to come tonight and see what another 
example of loving Jesus is all about.  Loving Jesus is so important 
that it is very important that you understand it and that you can 
be encouraged to strive with all of your being to love Him with all 
of your heart, mind, and soul.  God bless you as you love Jesus. 

October Fall Fest
A Halloween Alternative

October 31, 2016
Valley Isle Fellowship Church

473 S. High St.

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Join us for:
Veggie Tales Movie

Refreshments
Trunk O’ Treat

FUN! FUN! FUN!

Tonight we will begin the Evening Service at an earlier time, 5:30 p.m., in order to show the movie “Polycarp”. I am 
praying that this will be a movie that will inspire you to love Jesus in a greater way.  Here is summary of the movie: 
 A young slave girl, Anna, is rescued and adopted by Christians in 2nd Century Smyrna and befriended by 

their aged bishop, Polycarp. As Anna is taught by Polycarp and her new family, she struggles to reconcile her 
beliefs with those of the Christians. When the Roman proconsul demands that all citizens worship Caesar to 
show their allegiance to Rome, Polycarp and the Christians must find courage to stand for their faith against 
the growing threat of persecution. Anna is forced to come to grips with the truth and choose whom she is 
willing to live-and die-for.

See Pam (446-4009) or Lani (757-1652) 
for more information.

As you fill 
your shoebox, 
pray for the 

child that will 
be receiving 
your box and 
write a note 
letting them 
know you are 
praying for 

them.



 

Azima -and- A Handwritten Note
https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-stories-azima-and-a-handwritten-note/

These words have been life-changing to me:   “I  might  not  know  you, but  always  know  that  Jesus loves you and so do 
I.”  A 12-year-old girl from America wrote that sentence on a note inside the shoebox gift I received at age 14 in Cameroon, 
a country where West Africa and Central Africa intersect.  I prayed to God that night—it was one of my first times talking 
to God—to thank Him for my gift. That night, I also asked Jesus into my heart, based on the note and what I had heard 

during the shoebox distribution.

The words the girl had written helped me to believe that Jesus loves me and nothing 
can change that. The only verse I knew at the time, John 3:16, came alive to me: “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  In times of sorrow and grief when 

I needed to be remined of God’s love, I would clutch my shoebox close to my heart and pray.

The same month I received my shoebox, one of my closest friends died of malaria. That night, I went through my shoebox 
over and over again, looking at the items and seeking comfort. Eventually, I fell asleep with the shoebox in my arms. That 
happened a lot.

My siblings and I did not have an opportunity to go to church because my father was against that. In Cameroon, religious 
superstitions heavily influence people’s lives. My father was concerned that bad things would happen to our family if we 
went against the local traditional beliefs.

My aunt, a Christian, moved in with us when I was 9, five years before I received my shoebox. She would always tell us 
stories about Jesus. When I was 14, she snuck me and my three sisters out of the house and took us to church. The more we 
knew about Jesus, the more we wanted to know. I realized that the stories my aunt had told us about Jesus were true.

After that, my sisters and I routinely snuck out of the house to attend church services. It was at that church that I received 
my shoebox gift. I hid the gift from my father, fearing that I would be punished for having it because I had gotten it at 
church. Nevertheless, I was thrilled to receive the gift. I had never received any gifts in my life, and I had never before 
seen many of the items, such as a teddy bear and a diary that had a little lock and key. I kept the handwritten note locked 
in my diary and looked at it often.

Two years after receiving my shoebox, I dedicated myself to teaching the children in my church how much Jesus loves 
them. That year I also saw my father come to know the Lord. It started when he caught my sisters and me secretly pray-
ing for his salvation. “The more we knew about Jesus the more we wanted to know. The stories my aunt had told us about 
Jesus were true.”

He demanded to know, “What is it about this God? No matter how much I stop you all from going to church, you just keep 
believing. You just keep serving Him. You just keep going to church.”

My aunt kept sharing with him about the love of God. He went from actively opposing us going to church to saying nothing 
about it. A long time later, he called us together. I thought we would get in trouble for having gone to church again, but, 
standing in front of a Bible, he asked us to pray. When we prayed, that’s when I knew that, truly, God had reached him.

I want to say thank you to everyone who is part of Operation Christmas Child—God is using you mightily to reach out to 
not just a child but to an entire family like mine. The power of one shoebox is that God used it to change our lives.

I want  to give  other children  that  gift.   When I  pack shoeboxes,  I make  sure to 
include a note in each one that tells the child that “I love you so much,  and Jesus 
loves you so much more.”
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“God is using you to reach 
an entire family. The power 
of one shoebox is that God 
used it to change our lives.”



 Announcements

Operation Christmas Child 2016 
Box(es) for you to fill are available in the back!  

Turn your boxes in Sunday mornings or to church office by 

Sunday, November 13
Want someone to do the shopping and/or packing for you?

Turn in cash/items by October 30

Great is the LOrD! he is mOst wOrthy Of praise!  
NO ONe caN measure his GreatNess.  

psaLm 145:3

Mark your calendar to fellowship and worship God 
and His Goodness at the

Valley Isle Fellowship Topping Off Celebration
October 22, 2016

11 am - 1 pm
Waiale Church Property - New Worship Center

It’s a potluck - Bring your favorite BBQ side dish to share and 
get ready to shout our praises to the Living God!!
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ARISE, SHINE  When we rise up, He shines through
You are invited to

 ARISE, SHINE FOR THE LORD 
at the 2016 Baptist  Women’s World Day of Prayer

NOVEMBER 7, 2016
Valley Isle Fellowship High Street Sanctuary

Registration and Snacks:  5:00-5:30 pm
Program:  5:30 – 6:30 pm



Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
Today, Oct 16   Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
    Gwendolyn R   
Oct 23    Team 1:Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F
Oct 30    Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
    AV. Dmitry V
Nov 6    Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Oct 20-22
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Oct 27-29
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Nov 3-5
Volunteers Needed 

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Oct 20-22
Reimann & Edwards

Week of Oct 27-29
Takaki, Endo & Elaine

Week of Nov 3-5
Aikala Ohana
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                                    MCBA 
                              Annual Meeting

                                 Saturday,
                                 October 22, 2016

                                Time: 10 am

                                   Kahului Baptist Church
                                          309 Puunene Ave., Kahului

You are invited to join 

Doris Todd 
Christian Academy

60th Anniversary Celebration
October 21-23, 2016

 Fri., Oct. 21 - 8:30 am Worship Service @ DTCA
         - 6:00 pm Banquet @ Nahele Banquet 
    Room @ Kahili Golf Course
 Sat., Oct. 22 - 7-10 am North Shore Run - 7.25 run
                     - 1-4 pm Open House @ DTCA
 Sun., Oct. 23 - 1 pm Picnic @ DTCA

Register online at: 
https://form.jotform.com/62306548557159



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

On Mission For Christ . . .

The team is on mission traveling to       
Samar, Bohol  and  Luzon.  Their mis-

sion ministries include medical missions, evangelism 
and prayer walking at villages.  They will also help with 
discipleship training at the newly built worship center in 
Luzon.  

Pray for the mission team as they  follow God’s call to 
be on mission for Christ there in the Philippines.  They 
return this Tuesday, October 18.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

Prayer requests from missionary kids serving with 
their parents:

* “Pray for me as I have had rough times in West Africa. We 
are trying to teach people about Jesus. It is hard to teach in a 
different language,”  Logan, age 9  (Sub-Saharan African 
peoples).

*“We walk into the village to visit ladies who are sitting on 
their verandah each week. The ladies all smile at me and know 
my name, but they don’t know Jesus. Pray that the ladies will 
be  safe  and  come  to  know  the  Lord,”   Lucy, age 5   (Sub-
Saharan African peoples).

*“Pray for the refugees’ needs to be met. Pray for me and my 
sisters to learn Turkish.  Pray for my bunny to be safe. Pray 
for me not to miss America,” Khloe, age 9 (Central Asian 
peoples).

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplain Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

October 2016
 2-18 TTWN Mission Trip to Philippines

16 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

18 TTWN Mission Team Returns

19 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

22 11am - 1pm - Topping Off Celebration Potluck, Waikapu

23 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    

 9 am  - Worship Service     
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
     - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

 24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 26 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 29 5 am - TTWN Fun Run Relay to Kalepolepo Park, Kihei

30 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    

 9 am  - Worship Service     
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
   - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

 31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
 6:30 - 8:30 PM - October Fall Fest

November 2016
  3 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

  6 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room    
 9 am - Worship Service      
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study  
 6:00 pm - Worship Service/Study

 7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED  
 5 - 6:30 pm - BW World Day of Prayer - VIF Sanctuary

 8 General Election Day - Office OPEN

 9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

11 Veterans’ Day - Office CLOSED

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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The Kingdom of God
Luke 19:11-48

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
I. Parable of the Ten Servants (Luke 19:11-27):  
Preparing His _____________.
 A. Corrects a wrong impression on the  _______________ of the Kingdom of God.
 B. Called away to be ____________  _________.
 C. ______________  ______________ into the hands of 10 servants.
 D. He ____________as King and holds his servants ________________.

II. Jesus’ Triumphant Entry (Luke 19:28-40):  
A  ______________ Kind of King
 A. ______________ to enter Jerusalem.
  1. Disciples  _________ and _________ the young donkey.
  2. Young donkey’s owner –  ____________ to the _________.
 B. Enters Jerusalem in  _____________ but yet in ____________.
  1. Enters on a _____________.
  2. Enters to the _____________ of the people.
 C. Corrects the ______________ of the ______________.

III. Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41-44):  
A  ______________ but  ________ King
 A. Jesus’ ___________  __________ over Jerusalem.
 B. It’s  ______  _________ for Jerusalem.
 C. All because they _____________ their opportunity for salvation.

IV. Jesus Clears the Temple (Luke 19:45-48):   
A _____________ King
 A.  _______________ the Temple.
  1. Meant to be a _________ of  _____________.
  2. Made into a ________ of ____________.
 B.   ___________ in the Temple daily.
  1. The  ____________ to kill Jesus begins.
  2. ____________ because all the people hung on His every word.
 C. Jesus desires that _______ be cleansed.
 D. Evil is  _____________ when the temple is __________.
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