
 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 
Love God. Love His Church. Love His World 

473 S High St •  PO Box 886 

Wailuku, HI 96793 

 This passage tells us that the Lord would rather us be hot 
or cold.  He does not desire for us to be “lukewarm” for this 
state makes Him so sick that He will spit us out.  Dear peo-
ple of VIF, we are children of the King of Kings and He de-
sires the very best for us and that means that we have to 
move on to being “hot” for Him.   

Over the years, we have been lulled into believing that 

“lukewarm” is ok as long as we believe in Jesus.  We have 

bought into the concept that as long as you believe in Jesus 

you can give minimally and casually to the Lord, you don’t 

have to be a fanatic.  Rev. 3:15-16 is directly addressing 

this concept.  The Lord is saying to us that lukewarmness, 

and a casual commitment, to Jesus Christ is repulsive and 

will result in our being separated from the Lord.   

Dear people, this is a very serious situation that will bite 

you and severely impact you if you don’t correctly address 

it.  This is why I have constantly and continually empha-

sized the need to Love the Lord your God with all of your 

heart, mind and soul.  Loving God in this way is what will 

make you “HOT” for the Lord!  I know that this is a very 

hard and difficult stand to take, but I want to challenge you 

to prove me wrong on this.  Where do you find in scripture 

where “lukewarmness” and a “casual” commitment to the 

Lord is praised and advocated?  I can share with you nu-

merous passages where the Lord demands “dying to self & 

living for Him”, “laying down your life”, “cannot serve 2 

masters” and more. 

I want those of you who will understand and accept this 

call of the Lord to being “hot” to begin right away without 

any delay.  Satan wants you to believe that these things are 

true but you don’t need to feel a sense of urgency, so you 

can take your time in moving to be “hot.”  This is another 

lie that comes from the pits of hell.   

Starting next Sunday, October 11th, I will begin a series on 

the “End Times.”  This will not be a series that concen-

trates on predicting the times and the events.  It will focus 

on the character, courage and strength that you will need 

to get through those difficult times so that God will be able 

to use you for His glory and honor.  The blessing of being 

used by the Lord in this way will mean that you will be 

blessed by being in intimate fellowship with the Lord so 

that He will fulfill you with all that you need. 

The days and events that are surrounding us are giving me 

reason to be filled with a great sense of urgency as I see 

the days getting darker and darker.  Corruption and evil is 

growing at an alarming pace as our communities don’t 

think much of it.  However, the most alarming sign is how 

“cold” the church is growing to all of this evil and how 

“cold” it is growing in loving the Lord with all of their 

heart, mind, and soul. 

Dear Valley Isle Fellowship, the battle is hard and difficult 

to turn things around 

and for us to become 

“hot” for the Lord, but 

it is a battle that is win-

nable.  It is a battle that 

God, Himself, will send 

His Holy Spirit to guide 

us and strengthen us in 

order to win this battle.  

However, the choice in 

(continued on page 2)  
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Revelation 3:15-16 (NLT) 15 “I know all the things you do, that you are 

neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! 16 But since you are 

like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth!" 

No Question, Moving On To Be “Hot” For Our Lord! 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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No Question, Moving On To Be “Hot” For Our Lord! 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro    

moving in this direction is yours and mine.  Once we make that decision, He will provide all of the resources that we need 

to win, not necessarily all the resources that we want  

or believe we need, but all the resources that He determines that we need.  Winning this battle is extremely doable 

because this is God’s desire for all of us, but the critical decision is ours. 

Joshua 24:14-15 (NLT) 14  “So fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly. Put away 

forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond the Euphrates River and in 

Egypt. Serve the LORD alone. 15  But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom 

you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will 

it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will 

serve the LORD.” 

For Clarice and I, we have no other choice but to obey.  Therefore, we will serve the Lord at all cost.  We know that the rest 

of our life here on earth may be difficult, but our desire is to bring glory and honor to the Lord our God.  We are praying 

that you will join with us as together we move on to be all that God desires of us.  We want to urge and encourage each 

other to be “hot” for Jesus Christ.  God bless you as you move on to making that critical decision. 

 

Coming October 11 to VIF  

for adults  . . . 
Come along on a chronological, Christ-centered journey 
through the storyline of Scripture.  You will encounter God’s 
plan of redemption in Scripture through the study of Bible 
narrative, the essential doctrines of the faith, and the call to 
join in God’s mission locally and globally. 

Sign-up at the back table!!!!! 

TWO THIRDS WORLD NETWORK  

5th Annual Fun Run this coming Saturday, October 10, 2015.  

Runners/walkers will gather at 5:00 am at Valley Isle Fellowship and make their way at 5:30 am to 
Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park, a total of 10 miles.  If you would like to participate, sponsor a participant, or 
if you would simply like more information, please visit the website:  http://twothirdsworld.org or 

contact: Grace Motonaga (cell: 357-4553). We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by building leaders and shaping the 
future. 

 Registration packets available on back table 

http://twothirdsworld.org


 

 

 

 

Injury Interrupted My Idolatry 

If you struggle to believe God loves you, and God just keeps bringing trials into your life, 
don’t panic. They’re more related than you realize. 

I hobbled on one crutch to grip my cell phone from my back pocket. I was a starter for the 
New York Knicks and then the Toronto Raptors. And then I got injured, and then injured 
again, and then injured again. An elbow, a hand, a hip — an unholy trinity that slowly, 
progressively, and painfully dragged away my ability to play basketball for several 
seasons. My dream, my deepest desire, my identity were all suddenly in danger. It felt like 

life had been written in dry-erase marker, and God came and smudged what had been clear before. Once a star basketball 
player in Madison Square Garden, and now through three years of unplanned, unwanted physical issues, in my house 
straining just to check my phone. 

John Piper’s tweet grabbed my attention: “NFL player Garrett Gilkey blew out his knee last night. He writes about God’s 
‘grand and glorious sovereignty.’” Click. Like a rescue worker down in a sunken-in mine, God seized my soul from the death 
of sin and despair. 

What Is God Doing? 
I’ve never struggled to believe in God. But I’ve lived a lot of my life as a person who believes in God, but lives as if he doesn’t 
exist. I already had a “gospel” of my own — the promise that love and wealth are the world’s to give to the popular and 
gifted. I didn’t need to trust God, because I already trusted another god: the NBA. 

Three years ago, Christ slowly started to change all of that. God gave me a gift through multiple season-ending injuries. In 
the same way that God gifted Garrett joy through his suffering, God gifted me faith through my suffering. 

That’s how God works. He never wastes a drop of pain. If you’re in the midst of suffering — especially if it’s long-term, 
complex, or confusing — here are three gifts of faith that grow out of suffering in ways that will last (1 Corinthians 3:15). 

A True Faith 
Through suffering, God molds in us “godly sorrow that brings repentance” (2 Corinthians 7:10). Godly sorrow is the funeral 
that God puts on for our idols. God lets us feel the pain of loss so that we can experience the joy of him carrying our 
burdens (Matthew 11:30). 

Suffering is the hook that God uses to bring us back to himself, collapsed and tired from slaving for sin, which Jonathan 
Edwards calls our “cruel task-master, which oppresses and chastises.” It’s the earthquake that exposes idols and dethrones 
sin in our hearts. When I was playing for the Knicks, I knew God existed and disapproved of the life I was living 
(overindulging in alcohol and sexual promiscuity), but I preached a gospel of cheap grace to make myself feel better. With 
the injuries, God exposed that I was relying on something other than grace painted to look like grace — a cheap grace that 
was as useful for my suffering as a cardboard cutout of Jesus. 

When the injuries came, I started reading Scripture. I had the odd, unsettling thought, “I don’t think I’m really saved.” I read 
in James, “Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17). My casual Christianity needed to be told, “You 
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and shudder!” (James 2:19). 

God dims the light of our life with suffering, so that our hearts embrace a grace that really sustains. Suffering is a time to 
mourn the loss of that which could never save. 

in me, and through me. I’m thankful for my injured elbow, hand, and hip, because they make me depend on God in a way 
that I never would have without them. 
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by Landry Fields      

 

Published by desiringGod.org on September 26, 2015  

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-promise-of-god-in-threatening-pain
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-promise-of-god-in-threatening-pain
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%207.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.19
http://www.desiringgod.org/authors/landry-fields


 

 

 

Injury Interrupted My Idolatry 

by Landry Fields      

A Better Hope 
Like a meticulous watchmaker, God folded true faith into me through the creases of suffering, through all of the injuries, 
the waiting, and the disappointment. Not all at once, but day after day, over the course of years, God brought new clarity. 
The joy that God gives in suffering is a game-changer. It changes pain. It drastically transforms the first sixty seconds of 
your day. It course-corrects the next sixty years of your life. 

My three years (and counting) of injuries have given me a chance to see just how much basketball was my gospel. By God’s 
grace, he’s transforming me into the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). My suffering made me ask, “Why would I put all 
my joy, hope, and future in something that won’t last?” The only thing that lasts in this life is Christ. I started putting all my 
joy, hope, and life in God’s hands. 

A Humble Heart 
I call my first season of injuries, “The Wilderness.” Three years ago, I was getting injured on the court. And off the court, my 
girlfriend became pregnant. By God’s grace, now she’s my wife, but we had only been dating for a few months at the time. 
At the time, I didn’t know what to do. 

God has made life harder for me than I ever would have chosen for myself. And he has made life happier for me than I ever 
could have chosen for myself as a selfish, short-minded sinner. 

Through suffering, God gives us humility. When I first started getting injured, I prayed, “God, leave it up to me, and leave 
me alone.” Now, I pray, “Thank you, Lord, for doing this and driving me back to you.” Suffering magnifies Christ to me, and 
in me, and through me. I’m thankful for my injured elbow, hand, and hip, because they make me depend on God in a way 
that I never would have without them. 

The Blessing of Brokenness 
Suffering is beautiful because it sets us free. Now, my wife is a believer. We’re raising our son to love Jesus. God’s 
continuing his work on my heart through the latest hip surgery. My faith is in a God who is sovereign, who is sanctifying 
me, and who gives me the gift of himself through sufferings and joys in this life. 

Suffering has made the gospel real to me. And God will use suffering to make the gospel real to you too. If you’re going 
through something painful or difficult, it doesn’t mean that God isn’t paying attention or doesn’t care. It means God wants 
to win you to true faith in him, a better hope in his salvation, and deep humility and joy in his grace. 

© Landry Fields plays professional basketball in the NBA. Drafted by the New York Knicks in 2010,  
he last played for the Toronto Raptors (2012–2015). 

©2015 by the Author. This article  from desiringGod.org and may be found at:  
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/injury-interrupted-my-idolatry 
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November  14

Women’s Fellowship

“Contentment”

Because the Lord is my 
Shepherd I have 

EVERYTHING
I need

Psalms 23:1

Guest speaker 

Robin Jones Gunn

Calling Women 6th Grade and Older!! 
Invite a friend or two to join us in a reflection 

time of... 

 
Guest speaker will be Robin Jones Gunn, an 

award winning, best-selling author of 82 books 

including the Christy Miller Series for teens 

and the Sisterchicks® novels for women who 

also resides on Maui. 

Time:  8:30 a.m. - noon 

Place:  VIF High Street Sanctuary 

Cost:         $5.00  (available in back   

          before and after service) 
 

Last day to get your tickets and make reservations 
for childcare  -  Sunday, November 1, 2015 

“Contentment” 

John Rosemond has worked with families, children, and parents since 1971 in the field of family 

psychology. He is syndicated in approximately 225 newspapers nationwide and has written 

eleven best-selling parenting books. John has devoted his time to speaking and writing and is 

known for his sound advice, humor and easy, relaxed, engaging style. He will be speaking at the 

MACC McCoy Studio Theater from 2:00 – 5:30 pm.  To register visit 

www.waterhouselecture.org or call (808)732-5561 ext. 204. 

 Maui Conference 

 Place:     McCoy Studio Theater, MACC 

 Date:      Sunday, November 15, 2015 

 Time:     2:30-5:30 p.m.  (2:00     

        registration) 

 Topic:     Parenting with Love and Leadership 
         -From Tots to Teens 
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Be in the know.   
Join our text alerts. 

 

State 

Offering Goal 

$115,000 
VIF Total $1,190.00 

 

 

 

              PHILIPPINE FALL MISSION 2015  
                A CALL TO PRAYER  

 

Two Thirds World Network is once again putting together a mission in 
the Philippines this Fall.  Please begin praying how God may use you to 
impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philippines.  God is amazing  in the 
way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards and across oceans.  
Often we go in thinking we will be an instrument in God’s Hands to 
change other’s lives when in reality we find that it is our life that is 
changed. Won’t you seriously consider joining us this Fall to see how 
God can work in miraculous ways for His Glory?  We would love to 
have YOU!! 
 

Tentative Schedule: November 6-20 , 2015 

Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, 
CONSTRUCTION 

  

Interested or would like more information: please contact  
Vince Bagoyo (808) 357-3842 

Maui Evangelical Church with 
Valley Isle Fellowship and Kahului 

Union Church invite you to a 
Men’s Fellowship Seminar 

 

Atty. Jan Apo, Leader of MOI 

Men Of Integrity and  Elder of 

Hope Chapel Kihei 

“Man Of God, Man Of Family” 

Oct. 24, 2015: 9am @ Maui Evangelical Church 

Please join us in this free event of fellowship, worship and 

equipping of men as followers of Christ. 

Atty. Jan Apo will talk about a timely and necessary topic 

of being a man of God and man of family. 

“Their responsibility is to equip God’’’s people to do his work 

and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will 

continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and 

knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, 

measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.” 

Eph. 4:12-13 (NLT) 



 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Oct 8-10 

Blando Ohana 
 

Week of Oct  15-
17 

Powell Ohana 
 

Week of Oct 22-24 

Aikala Ohana 

 

Week of Oct 29-31 

Shum Ohana 

  

6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 

 
 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(High St Property) 

 
6:00 pm 

Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

  

October 2015 

 4 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Jeremy 

            - Lord’s Supper 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  6 pm - Pastor Jeremy 

 

 5 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 7 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 11 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School kick-off @ WES 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 12 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 14 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 18 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ WES 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 19 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 21 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 

My Hope Is In You 

Lord I Need You 

From the Inside Out 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

 

What Is Faith? 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
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What Is Faith? 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
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Hebrews 11:1-3, 6 (ESV):  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2 for by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the 

universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are 

visible...6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

What is faith? 

 1. Faith is the _____________________ and  ______________________ of things not seen. 

 2. True faith always is met with __________________  ____________________. 

 3. True faith trust the Bible and believes in our _____________________ God and  

   His ________________________ . 

But what is the substance of faith? 

 1. Biblical faith is illustrated by words like: ________________,  _________________ and  

   _________________ . 

 2. Biblical faith is spiritual ________________ , _________________ and ________________ .  

 3. Biblical faith has a new _______________________ with sin. 

What prevents biblical faith? 

 1. Pride prevents our ability to ____________ , _____________ , and ______________ that the Lord  

   is _____________ . 

 2. Spiritual growth is not marked by increased ______________________ but a growing   

   understanding of _________________  ____________ and ______________  ______________ . 


