
 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

Love God. Love His Church. Love His World 

Don’t Avoid It, Deal With It To the Glory of The Lord by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

How many of you would agree that today, life is complicated?  In order for you to watch TV, you probably 

have to navigate through the hundreds, if not thousands, of channel selections.  I have heard some say that 

they are afraid to buy a new car because they are afraid of where all of the buttons and switches are and 

what they do.  Relationships have also become very complicated as we have gone from heterosexual  

relationships to multiple kinds of rela-
tionships, which in turn has created 
much confusion and discomfort. 
 
Complicated, confusing, and uncomfort-

able!  That seems to describe the feel-

ings of many who are just trying to get 

by.  These kinds of feelings cause many 

to want to hide, ignore, or escape their 

situation.  Those who are overwhelmed 

with cable TV tend to watch only a few 

channels that they feel comfortable to 

tune in to.  Those who are afraid of 

those new car buttons and switches will 

stick to their old cars, even when those 

old cars begin to give problems.  Those 

who are in complicated relationships 

might tend to isolate themselves to that 

most important and most meaningful 

relationship.  However, when a crisis 

happens that forces the opening up of 

all the complications, then they can ex-

perience a devastating crisis. 

 
We in the church are not immune to 
facing these crises of complications.  As 
Christians, we are encouraged to be 
alert.  Luke 21:36 (HCSB) “But be alert 
at all times, praying that you may have 
strength to escape all these things that 
are going to take place and to stand 
before the Son of Man.”   Not only are 
we warned to be alert but we are also 
encouraged to realize the tremendous 
resources that we possess in Jesus 
Christ.  This is why it says in Philippians 
4:13 (NLT) For I can do everything 
through Christ, who gives me strength. 

There are several things that as Chris-
tians we must do, in order to not be 
devastated by the hardships of life.  If 
we don’t do these things, then we open 
ourselves up to the devastating results 
that Satan can cause to fall on us.  There 
is a great blessing contained in John 
10:10, but we must remember that this 
same verse tells us that Satan is ready 
to steal, kill, and destroy us.  Therefore, 
adhering to the commands of the Lord 
becomes so important. 
 
1. Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) 37Jesus re-
plied, “‘You must love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your mind.’ 38This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39A second is 
equally important: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 40The entire law and all the 
demands of the prophets are based on 
these two commandments.”  This pas-
sage is so crucial because if you miss 
this, you miss everything else.  You must 
love the Lord supremely and you have 
to love your neighbor as you love your-
self.   
 
2. Psalm 119:11 (NLT) I have hidden 
your word in my heart, that I might not 
sin against you.  James 1:22 (NLT)  But 
don’t just listen to God’s word. You must 
do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves.   These passages say 
that we have to know and obey God’s 
Word, the Bible.  By doing this, we will 
not sin against the Lord.  It is both igno-
rance and disobedience to the Word 
that brings the grief and despair of sin 
into our lives.  Many times our feelings 
will rule over our obedience to the Lord.  

 

When feelings rule, disaster will proba-
bly soon follow. 
 
3. Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 5Trust in the 
LORD with all your heart; do not depend 
on your own understanding. 6Seek his 
will in all you do, and he will show you 
which path to take.  Finally, you have to 
put all of your trust and faith in the 
Lord.  Even when it seems like God’s 
Word is flying against all human wis-
dom, we must TRUST in the LORD!  We 
should not and cannot depend on our 
own understanding if we want to see a 
result that will be pleasing to the Lord.   
 
Complicated circumstances are never 
too complicated for our Lord.  “He is 
able, more than able, to accomplish 
what concerns me today.”  That’s what  
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Short & Simple, But It’s Everlasting 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

“16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” John 3:16 NIV 
 

I know we have all heard and know this verse very well, 
so why am I bringing this up? This verse, as short and sim-
ple as it is, really packs a punch. Let me share three things 
with you as a reminder of just how much God truly loves 
us. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son…” This reveals God’s unconditional love upon 
us. The Greek word translated one and only, referring to 
the Son, is monogenēs, which means “only begotten,” or 
“only born-one.” God gave us His most priceless and 
unique gift, which is Jesus. Why is Jesus priceless and unique? Because there is none like Him in the entire world, or universe, He, 
Jesus, is the one and only who gave us His son out of His unconditional love. 
 
 “…that whoever believes in him shall not perish...” Believing in Jesus doesn’t mean you just recognize Him for who He is, but 
rather as one who is willing to give up the control of your own life because you believe in Jesus for what He represents. Jesus 
gave up His life for the forgiveness of our sins and He paid the price for the penalty of our sins. Believing in Jesus keeps us from 
perishing. The word, “perish,” does not mean annihilation but rather a final destiny. Everyone is destined to die once in this 
world. After our earthly death we will all live on eternally.  However, there are going to be two places where we will spend eter-
nity and it depends on whether we believe in Jesus or not. For those who believe in Jesus they are destined to spend an eternity 
with God the Father. For those who do not believe in Jesus they are destined to spend an eternity in hell, in torment but worst of 
all separated from God the Father which will be more painful than we think. 
 
“…but have eternal life.” Some translations use the word everlasting for eternal but both have the same meaning which is per-
taining to an unlimited duration of time. For those who truly believe in Jesus we will live and be in the presence of God our Fa-

ther and the Lord Jesus forever. There is no 
limit to our relationship with God and Jesus 
and the best part of it is that the relationship 
begins the day you give your life to Jesus, com-
mit and submit to follow Him forever. Let me 
remind you again that this verse may be short 
and simple but it’s everlasting because of Jesus 
and all that He has done for you and me. Read 
again, John 3:16, but in the Amplified Bible 
version.  
 
“16 For God so greatly loved and dearly prized 

the world that He [even] gave up His only be-

gotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes 

in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not 

perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have 

eternal (everlasting) life.”  

continuation from page 1 
 
the writer of an old chorus wrote and it is still very applicable today.  When 
we trust and obey the Lord, He will work everything out for His honor and 
glory. 
 
The Bottom Line:  There is no problem that is too big for our Lord.  The real 
question is whether our love, faith, and trust in the Lord is large enough to 
overcome our weak wills.  It is our choice to yield to the Lord or to yield to the 
things of this world.  When we turn our lives over to the Lord, we will be able 
to sing with the hymn writer, “To God be the glory, great things He has done.”   
 
2015 may be a year of great complications and great challenges, but if we fol-
low the commands and principles listed above, we will be able to praise the 
Lord for His great love and blessings.  God bless you all as you move into 2015. 
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Where Can I Find Godly Wisdom? 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
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In James 3:13-18, the author writes “who is wise and under-
standing among you? By his good conduct let him show his 
works in the meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jeal-
ousy and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the 
truth. 15This is not the wis-
dom that comes down 
from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16For 
where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there will 
be disorder and every vile 
practice. 17But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, 
open to reason, full of 
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18and a harvest 
of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  
 
Have you ever wondered what godly wisdom looked like?  I 
did, and as I was studying this week I read through James 3:13-
18.  James clearly outlines what godly wisdom will look like.  
We typically think of wisdom as purely intellectual but accord-
ing to scripture that is not true.  What true wisdom entails is 
intellectual and character or a “knowing” and “living”.  We can 
see throughout scripture that it is not just intellectual wisdom.  
Particularly here  James 3:13   the author uses two words, 
“wise” and “understanding,” in explaining what true wisdom 
is.  Godly "wisdom" knows truth and how to apply it, while 
"understanding" has seen wisdom in action and understands 
why wisdom is good. 
 
But if you look at the verses, wisdom is simply not knowing 
“right” from “wrong,” but godly wisdom produces a character 
in the believer and the author characterizes it as “meekness of 
wisdom”. According to the dictionary of bible themes, meek-
ness is “An attitude of humble, submissive and expectant trust 
in God, and a loving, patient and gentle attitude towards oth-
ers.”  So, at the very core of wisdom is a “humble, submissive 
and expectant trust in God…” in everything.  This brings up 
two questions that we will take two weeks to discuss: First, 
how does meekness and wisdom relate to one another? ” Sec-
ond, why is this important? This week, let’s deal with the first 
question looking at verse 14: 
 
“ 14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth...” 

 We can see the clues as to how these relate in thinking about 
what the opposites of the attitudes listed are.  If you take the 
antonym of jealousy and selfish ambition, you would probably 

come up with content-
ment and self forgetful-
ness.  But, content in 
what?  Forget about my-
self in what?  The obvious 
answer here is “the Lord.”  
The very definition of faith 
is to find your content-
ment and joy in the Lord.  
In Jeremiah 2:13, The Lord 
explains that the definition 
of "evil" is to forsake con-
tentment in Him and find 
it in other things:  

 

13 for my people have committed two evils:  
  they have forsaken me,  

the fountain of living waters,  
  and hewed out cisterns for themselves,  

broken cisterns that can hold no water. 
 
In Psalm 37:4, The Lord commands us:  
 

4 Delight yourself in the LORD,  
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 
And in Hebrews 11:6, the author writes:  
 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever 
would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that 
he rewards those who seek him. 
 
If we look at verse 6, along with the other verses, the reward 
that God gives to those who draw near to Him, is the reward 
of Himself because He is the “fountain of living wa-
ters” (Jeremiah 2:13) and He is the delight of your heart 
(Psalm 37:4). 
 
You may be thinking that I haven’t connected the dots be-
tween wisdom and delight but the truth is, the only way you 
will ever find true, godly wisdom pervading through your life, 
is to first train your heart to find contentment and get lost in 
the beauty, majesty and glory of knowing the Lord.  The path 
to wisdom first begins in delight.  You cannot find a godly wise  

continued on page 4 
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4 

continuation from page 3 
 
person without them consistently finding a delight in the Lord.  Wis-
dom is the byproduct of a vibrant and joyful relationship with the Lord.  
The connection between being content and delighting yourself in the 
Lord with godly wisdom can be seen a little more clearly with one more 
verse: 
 
Psalm 16:11 

11 You make known to me the path of life;  
in your presence there is fullness of joy;  
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Notice how the psalmist connects knowing the “path of life” with the 
presence of the Lord and fullness of joy.  He wants the reader to know 
the joy of the Lord is connected to godly wisdom.  So, the truth found 
in these verses, finding your heart's contentment and delight in the 
Lord first and foremost, is the first step to obtaining godly wisdom and 
won’t be found in life experience, books or people’s advice.  Next 
week, we will finish this two part series to answer the second question 
of: “Why Is Godly Wisdom Important?”  

    

        Schedule  

Today  
January 04, 2015 

Team 5 

Jennifer Egami 
Corey Egami 
Elijah Douglas 

Christian Motonaga 

Donna Nozaki 
Chavelle Moniz 
Seth Yamada 

Wayne Sniffen 
Sheldon Moniz 

Next Week 
January 11, 2015 

Team 1 

Join us tonight! 
 

TONIGHT, SUNDAY, JAN. 4TH, we 
return our service to 6 PM.  Pastor 
Stephen will be preaching from 
Ephesians 4:11-16: Responsibilities 
of the Pastor  

Today's Worship Songs 
 

Amazing God 

This Love 

Here I Am to Worship 

Surf’s up! 
Join the surf ministry TODAY, January 4th at Launiupoko Beach 
Park, Lahaina from 12pm—4pm.  All levels from beginner to 
advanced welcome!  Don't have a board?  We have extras!  For 
more information contact: Daryl Quenga at 808-357-4694 or 
dqbeachboy@gmail.com 
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Very important 

decisions 
Starting today, you will have the chance to fully discuss a 
few very important controversies that are impacting Valley 
Isle Fellowship.  Today, Jan. 4th, and next Sunday, Jan. 11th, 
we will be having Question & Answer sessions starting at 1 
PM in the High Street Sanctuary.  Then on Sunday, Jan. 18th, 
we will be having a Business Meeting where the members 
of VIF will be able to vote on two of these issues.  On that 
Sunday we will be having only one Service at 8:00 AM.  
Then during the 2nd Service, we will not be having any child-
care or Sunday School.  Instead, we will be having a Busi-
ness Meeting where we will start with a time of prayer and 
then voting by ballot.  This voting is so important that it 
could mean moving ahead and seeing the financing of our 
new building in Waikapu become a reality.  It could also 
mean that VIF will have new leadership.  Please take very 
seriously these Q & A sessions that begin today and the vot-
ing that takes place on the 18th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PHILIPPINE SPRING MISSION 2015- A 
CALL TO PRAYER 

Two Thirds World Network is once again put-
ting together a mission in the Philippines this 
Spring.  Please begin praying how God may 
use you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the 
Philippines.  God is amazing the way he uses 
us to love like Jesus in our backyards and 
across oceans.  Often we go in thinking we will 
be an instrument in God’s Hands to change 
other’s lives when in reality we find that it is 
our life that is changed. Won’t you seriously 
consider joining us this Spring to see how God 
can work in miraculous ways for His Glory?  
We would love to have YOU!! 
 
Tentative Schedule: March 28- April 12, 2015 
Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MIS-
SION, CONSTRUCTION 
 
If interested or would like more information: 
please contact Vince Bagoyo 357-3842 
 
We are also looking to pack Mission Supply 
boxes to be sent by January 15. Supplies 
needed for adults and children: Multivitamins, 
Ibuprofen/Tylenol, cold remedies (non liquid), 
antibiotic cream, anti allergy medication, and 
anti diarrheal medication. Thank you so much 
for your support. 
 
“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims 
to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such 
faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food.  If one of you 
says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm 
and well fed,” but does nothing about his 
physical needs, what good is it?  In the same 
way, faith by itself, if is not accompanied by 
action, is dead.” 
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Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on High Street.  Tasks include: 
 
Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
1. Vacuum floors 
2. Empty rubbish containers 
3. Straighten room/dust  as  needed 
 
Please sign-up in the back  or call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask that you choose one 
day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  
 
If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about an hour or so to complete.  By joining together 
in this task, we can have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please pray about this need.  



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2014/2015 Calendar 

 

January 2015 

    
 4 AM - Pastor Stephen -- Influenced By The Crowd? 
  1 PM—Q&A Session 

  PM - TBA 

 

 11 AM - Pastor Jeremy - TBA 

  1 PM—Q&A Session 

  PM - TBA 

  
 16 Waterhouse Lecture Series: Biblical Counseling 
  Conference at Kahului Baptist Church 
  
 17 Waterhouse Lecture Series: Biblical Counseling 

  Conference at Kahului Baptist Church 

  
 18 8:30 AM - Pastor Darren - TBA 

  9:45 AM—Business Session 

  PM - TBA 

  

 19 Martin Luther King Jr Day: Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 
*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Hoowaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI96793 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 

7 

 
 

His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant.  
You have been faithful over a lit-
tle; I will set you over much.  En-

ter into the joy of your master.’ 
 

Matthew 25:21 (ESV) 

mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com


 

 

 
Influenced By The Crowd? 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

 
1. ________  _______ the crowd (a yielding crowd) : 
 
 A. No ____________, in spite of a ________ order - Daniel 1:8-10  
 
 B. ________ themselves ____________ in the hands of the Lord - Daniel 1:17 
  
 C. Private ____________ leads to a king’s _____________ - Daniel 1:18-20  
 
2. _________ the crowd ________ (an insensitive & unresponsive crowd):   
 Matthew 4:18-22  
 
 A. ____________ with an _______ by Jesus. 
 
 B. Had to _________  _____________.  
 
 C. Not an __________  ___________. 
 
3. __________ a crowd of _____ (a crowd to trust & yield to).  Matthew 3:16-17 &  
 Matthew 25:21  
 
 A. ________ is pleasing to the Lord. 
 
 B. _____________ is pleasing to the Lord. 
 
 C. ___________ is pleasing to the Lord. 
 

4. Pleasing the _______ of _____ takes _______  ____________. 
 
 A. Takes _____ that you ______ - Luke 18:22   
 
 B. It’s _______ more than __________ you have - Matthew 13:44-46 
 
 C. _________  ____________ is worse than ____  ____________ - Revelation 3:15-16  
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