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supposed to be about His Father’s 

business.  I take this as my marching 

orders that no matter where I may be 

or no matter how inconvenient it may 

be and no matter what I may be doing, I 

must be about my Father’s business.  I 

am looking forward to being about my 

Father’s business as I look to recharge 

and rejuvenate.  

 

The 2nd passage of scripture comes from 

John 4 where Jesus has His encounter 

with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s 

well in Sychar.  After dealing with this 

woman, His disciples return and offer 

Him food that they had bought for Him.  

He then told them that He was not 

hungry because He had food that they 

did not know about.  John 4:31-34 

(KJV):   

31In the mean while his disciples 
prayed him, saying, Master, eat.  
32But he said unto them, I have meat 
to eat that ye know not of.  
33Therefore said the disciples one to 
another, Hath any man brought him 
ought to eat?  34Jesus saith unto 
them, My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his 
work. 

The key to this passage is that doing the 

work of the Father is refreshing and 

invigorating.  As Jesus was resting at the 

well, this needy woman came and Jesus 

took the initiative in carrying out the 

Father’s will.  He met her greatest need 

and that refreshed and recharged Him.  

took the initiative in carrying out the 

Father’s will.  He met her greatest need 

and that refreshed and recharged Him.  

I am also looking to get refreshed and 

recharged by carrying out the Father’s 

will.  I am looking forward to do my 

Father’s will in a different location.  

Samaria was not the usual place of 

Jesus’ work, but it was there that He 

was refreshed and recharged by 

continuing to do the will of His Father.  

I praise God that I can also go to a 

place that is not usual and still do His 

will. 

I want you to know that I love doing 

the will of the Lord in and amongst all 

of you at VIF.  I look forward to getting 

refreshed and recharged so that I can 

carry on the work of the Father with 

renewed vigor and vision.  Thank you 

for allowing me to go and for praying 

for me.  I deeply appreciate all of your 

love and support.  God bless you all. 

Yours in Christ,  

Stephen Kaneshiro 

 

 

As I write this article, I am looking forward to getting away for a few days to get recharged.  My dear 
wife, Clarice (who God has so graciously allowed me to be her lifelong partner), convinced me that it 
would be good if we were to take just a few days and get away to get rejuvenated.  It took her a 
while to talk me in to it because I was being really stubborn.  Now, as I am just a night away from 
going on this “stay-cation” I am really looking forward to it. 
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As I prepare to get away and get 

recharged, 2 passages of scripture will 

guide me through these next few days.  

The 1st passage comes from Luke 2 

where Jesus is now about 12 years old 

and as Mary and Joseph return home 

from Jerusalem, they discover that Jesus 

is missing.  They return to Jerusalem and 

they find Jesus in the Temple.  Jesus’ 

response to His parents are recorded in 

Luke 2:49 (KJV):  

 
49And he said unto them, How is it 
that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father's business? 
 

I find this verse to be significant because 

as a 12 year boy, Jesus knew that no 

matter where He was and no matter how 

young He might have been, He was 

supposed to be about His Father’s 

business.  I take this as my marching 

orders that no matter where I may be or 

no matter how inconvenient it may be 

and no matter what I may be doing, I 

must be about my Father’s business.  I 

am looking forward to being about my 

Father’s business as I look to recharge 

and rejuvenate.  
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Don't forget to pick up the form 

to fill out on the back table to 

bring with you! 

Upcoming Events 

ALEX nSENGIMANA - a GIFT OF FORGIVENESS 
Alex Nsengimana from Operation Christmas Child wii be at the following places and times on 
September 27, 2014: 
 

Grace Bible Church 10:00-11:00 am Lahaina Baptist Church 3:00-4:00 pm 
635 Hina Ave, Kahului   209 Shaw Street. Lahaina    
 

Hope Chapel 6:00-7:00 pm 
300 E. Welakahao Rd, Kihei   
 

Growing up in the throes of an unstable Rwandan government, Alex Nsengimana experienced 
first-hand the travesties of his nation’s genocide. After his mother died of HIV/AIDS while he 
was still very young, Alex, his brother and sister went to live with their grandmother and their 
uncle. At the height of tribal unrest in 1994, the genocide claimed the lives of his caregivers. 
Fleeing for his life, Alex escaped gunmen when he fell and they took him for dead. He ended 
up in an orphanage that would serve as his home for the next several years. Alex received a 
shoebox from Operation Christmas Child one year after arriving at the orphanage and 
remembers being so excited to have a gift to call his own. Alex was selected to join the African 
Children’s Choir and traveled to Uganda to train and began touring in the U.S. Now a college 
graduate, Alex lives in North Carolina and serves with Operation Christmas Child paying 
forward the hope and love he received through a shoebox gift as a young boy.  
 
In March 2013, Alex was able to return to Rwanda with Operation Christmas Child and hand-
deliver shoebox gifts to the children in the orphanage where he received his own shoebox gift 
many years ago. He also had the opportunity to visit the man who killed his uncle in a local 
prison and offer him forgiveness. The tearful man received Alex with open arms. Alex was 
able to share God’s love and pray with him. Alex dreams to return to Rwanda soon and start a 
church in his hometown, bring reconciliation to his people, and share the love of God that has 
drastically impacted his life. 

Fleeing for his life, Alex escaped gunmen when he fell and they took him for dead. He ended up in an orphanage that 
would serve as his home for the next several years. Alex received a shoebox from Operation Christmas Child one year after 
arriving at the orphanage and remembers being so excited to have a gift to call his own. Alex was selected to join the 
African Children’s Choir and traveled to Uganda to train and began touring in the U.S. Now a college graduate, Alex lives in 
North Carolina and serves with Operation Christmas Child paying forward the hope and love he received through a 
shoebox gift as a young boy.  
 

In March 2013, Alex was able to return to Rwanda with Operation Christmas Child and hand-deliver shoebox gifts to the 
children in the orphanage where he received his own shoebox gift many years ago. He also had the opportunity to visit the 
man who killed his uncle in a local prison and offer him forgiveness. The tearful man received Alex with open arms. Alex 
was able to share God’s love and pray with him. Alex dreams to return to Rwanda soon and start a church in his 
hometown, bring reconciliation to his people, and share the love of God that has drastically impacted his life. 
 

Register by Sept 1, 2014 
www.waterhouselecture.org 

or 
call 808-732-5561 Ext. 204 

An Evening 
with Lee Stobel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

1. Preference of Jesus over all things. 

a. Love (cause) = obedience (effect) 

b. Tasting and delighting.  

 

2. Willingness to sacrifice all things for Jesus. 

a. Faith is a fight. 

 

3. Following Jesus wherever. 

a. Delight must drive duty. 

 

Notes: 
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The Substance of Love for Jesus 
John 21:1-25 (ESV) 

AM Service - Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

 

 



 
  

 
What is the Essence of Love for God? 

By Jeremy Kaneshiro 
 
 

We all know the greatest commandment is “Love God 

with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your 

mind."  We know loving God is important because the 

Apostle Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 16:22 (ESV), “If 

anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed."  So, 

we know that we need to get this right…we need to know 

and understand what loving God means because our 

eternity hinges upon it.  

But, what If I asked you: What does that mean, to love 

God? What would you say? Would you talk about a 

feeling, a commitment, or an action? Would you explain it 

by saying “all of them”? For many of us this question 

makes us feel uneasy and unsettled because we’ve heard 

in churches all the time that “love is a verb” yet our 

experience often tells us that love is more than just an 

action.  

Our minds drift to things that can prove our love and we 

point to action like, “I love God because I have a quiet 

time," or, “I love God because I attend church regularly,” 

or maybe you say, “I love God because I give my tithe 

faithfully,” but is action and duty the nature of love?   

Our experience also tells us that love is a feeling but not 

just a surface “I love ice cream” feeling, but a deep feeling 

that is hard to define. So, our mind tells us “love is action” 

while our heart says “love is a feeling”…which one is it? Is 

it both? 

Let’s look at action/duty/works: In 1 John 4:20 (ESV), the 

apostle John tells us that, “If anyone says, 'I love God' and 

hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has 

not seen.”  So, actions/duty/works are important because 

John lays out that it is the evidence for love.   

Action alone cannot be the true nature of love because in 

Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV), Jesus warns us against trusting in 

our actions alone.  So, action/duty/works are important, 

however, it is not the basis of love but the proof of love.  

Pastor John Piper wrote something in his book “When I 

don’t desire God”  that I think will be helpful to us in                  

. 
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1
 Piper, John, When I don’t desire God: How to fight for joy (Wheaton, Illinois, 2004), 34-35 

 

thinking about loving God. He writes: 

“Yes, I am assuming that loving Jesus includes the taste of 

joy in his personhood. I reject the notion that love for 

Christ is identical to mental or physical acts done in 

obedience to his Word. When Jesus said, “If you love me, 

you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15), he was 

describing the effect of love, not the essence of love. First 

there is love, then there is the effect—obedience.  The 

obedience is not identical with love… 

Jesus once described his coming like this: “the light has 

come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 

than the light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 

Here the issue of salvation is loving or hating the light. 

Love darkness, or love the light. That’s the crisis of the 

soul. But what is love for darkness? It’s preferring 

darkness, liking darkness, wanting darkness, running to 

darkness, being glad with darkness. But all of that is what 

Jesus demands for himself: “Prefer my light, like my 

fellowship, want my wisdom, run to my refuge, be glad in 

my grace. Above all, delight in me as a person…Loving 

Christ involves delight in his person.” 1 

Piper explains the relationship between love and works 

through a cause and effect relationship. What he means is 

that love in essence is an absolute preference for God 

over everything else (cause) and that absolute preference 

affects my desires and choices (effect).  What my heart 

truly desires affects my actions because as Jesus said in 

Luke 6:45 (ESV):  

45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart 

produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 

produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his 

mouth speaks. 

 
(continued on pg 5) 



  

 What is the Essence  
of Love for God? 

(continued) 
 
What I prefer in my heart truly is what I love and what I 

love will show in my decisions in my life. But Piper also 

says something so important at the beginning of his 

quote, “Yes, I am assuming that loving Jesus includes the 

taste of joy in his personhood…” 1 and later on he says, 

“Loving Christ involves delight in his person.”1 So, if Piper is 

right (and I believe that he is) love for God is not, at its 

essence, duty; but love will include duty because this 

delighting in and preferring in Jesus (cause) will bear fruit 

in our decisions (effect). I cannot say I delight in and prefer 

Jesus if through my life I consistently never choose Him 

over the pleasures of the world. Delighting in and 

preferring  Jesus is not an intellectual exercise alone but it 

involves the whole person from the heart to the head to 

the hands. My hope is that you would understand the love 

of God displayed for you in the person and work of Jesus 

and this coming to grips with God’s love in Jesus would 

lead you to prefer and delight in Jesus over all people, 

places, jobs, pleasures and possessions. My heart echo’s 

the prayer of Paul in Ephesians 3:14-19 (ESV): 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 

whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 
16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant 

you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the 

saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. 

 

1 Peter 4:7-11 (NIV) 

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of 

sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each 

other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 

to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as 

one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 

they should do so with the strength God provides, so that 

in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 

him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Dearest VIF Family, 

We are so grateful that Valley Isle Fellowship desires to 

live out this scripture. This past weekend bore witness to 

us the power of a church family seeking to live in a way 

that truly does bring glory and power to God. Your actions 

served to honor Nanang and glorify God.  We, of course, 

see God in you, but more importantly, friends and family 

saw God in your selfless donations  of time and care to 

serve our family. Many people asked about the worship 

music, praise dances, tent set up,  and desserts and each 

time we were able to point to our church family being 

used as an instrument in God’s capable Hands declaring 

His Love for Nanang and all who participated in 

celebrating her life. We thank you and we thank God -for 

He truly does supply all of our needs.  

God Bless and with Gratitude, 

The Entire Bagoyo Family 

 1 Piper, When I don’t desire God: How to fight for joy, 34. 
1 Piper, When I don’t desire God: How to fight for joy, 35 
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Thank God For  
Church Family 
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VIF Food pantry 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday, September 7th, will be our first Sunday morning service collection for 

the VIF Food Pantry Ministry.  If you feel led, please bring non-perishable goods to 

stock our shelves for those in need within our church family and in the community.  Our 

GOAL: To create an opportunity to share God’s love in real and practical ways that will 

open up avenues for the Holy Spirit to transform lives - our own and those we serve.  If 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact Vince Bagoyo at: 357-3842 or 

bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com.   #lovelikejesus 

 

MCBA labor Day picnic 
Tomorrow is the MCBA Labor Day Picnic Potluck at Waihikuli Beach Park from 10 
AM to 3 PM.  Please bring a main dish to share.  Be sure to bring your own beach 
chairs and drinks!  There will be lots of fun activities - singing, jumpy castle, 
horseshoes, swimming, fishing, volleyball, and a water slide, too!  You can find 
the picnic flyer with a map and directions on our website: www.vifmaui.com.   

Baptismal Service 
Today, we will be having a Baptismal Service right after the 1st service. 

Please be in prayer for those who are being baptized today as they 

commit publically to our Lord and Savior!   

 

 

Sue Nishikawa State Missions OFfering & 
Week of Prayer - Sept 7-14, 2014 

Sue Saito Nishikawa served as WMU director for the Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1954-1980.  

The offering raises funds to support the Pacific ministry and is named after Sue for her 

dedication to missions and ministry.  She encouraged churches to provide missions 

education so that boys and girls could learn about being on mission for Jesus.  She organized 

events to involve churches in ministries.  Her tireless efforts in promoting missions can still 

be felt in the churhes today as churches continue to seek ways to minister to those who 

need the love of Jesus. 

Next week, we will be providing a week of prayer flyer and offering envelopes in the 

newsletter.    

 

New Preaching Series 
Today we finish up our series going through the book of John.  Starting next Sunday, September 7th, we will begin a new 

series covering Acts 1 & 2, in order to give you a better background on Missional Communities.  This series will go 

through the end of October.   

 



  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

#LOVELIKEJESUS 
Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV) 
 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. 
 
Sunday night service, August 24, was a joy in worship. Old friends and new faces all gathered to declare His praise and 

to affirm the journey we are on to love like Jesus through missional communities.  Everyone who shared contributed to 

the testimony of the power of the gospel and the simple call to focus on our vertical relationship with God 

empowering us to then live out our horizontal relationships with each other and with a lost and broken world.  We 

were so blessed to hear and experience the Holy Spirit moving through all aspects of the evening: sweet fellowship 

around the dinner table; heartfelt prayer calling on the name of the Lord; worship that brought us to the throne of 

grace; testimonies that were honest, transparent, and real about what it means to live out God in our lives on a 

moment to moment basis; and teaching to encourage us to continue and persevere in seeking God and His Will in our 

relationships  

The prayer is that it will not stop there for any of us. It is a call to: 

CONNECT – God calls us to fellowship and build relationships with each other among our church members and outside 

our 4 church walls. 

SHARE – we need to focus first and foremost on the example Christ set and then share with our community assisting 

those who are in need of help so that they may see the love of Christ  

GO – we need to be the missional church God calls us to be:  to share the Gospel and disciple our community and the 

world…..wherever and whenever God has us. 

Here is the ultimate challenge: Are you a spectator or a player?  Ask yourself this question seriously. And if the answer 

is spectator, there are multiple opportunities to transform into the “player” God calls us to be. Stop spectating, start 

playing, and experience the floodgates of heaven!! Let’s get to it VIF!! POWER in the name of the LORD!! 

For more information on missional groups please contact the pastoral staff.  Take that first step and the glory of God 

will fill this place for if we truly love God, we can never be the same again. God Bless!! 
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Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

  
 

Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

We are in great need of help for the 3rd and 4th weeks of 
November and December.  

 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of Sept 4-6 
Blando 

Week of Sept 11-13 
Waki, Hashimoto 

Week of Sept 18-20 
Endo, Shishido, Yamasaki 

 

 

 

Schedule 
 

Today  

August 31, 2014 

Team 2 

Joycelyn Kiaha 
Marion Kimura 

Elaine Yamasaki 
Avery Yamada 

Zachary Yamada 
Kaiani Kiaha 
Daniel Olaso 

 

Next Week 

September 7, 2014 

Team 3 

Gretel Saraos 

Rosie Quenga 

Vicky Quenga 

Daniel Quenga 

Shalia Mendez 

Danica Cooley 

Dyllan Caoile 

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

	

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

Blessed Be The Name 
 

Forever Reign 
 

How Great is Our God 
 



 
 
              

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2014 

 

  1 Labor Day Picnic 

 
  7 AM - Pastor Stephen  
 PM - Pastor Jeremy 
 
7-14 Sue Nishikawa State Missions Offering Week of 
 Prayer 

 
14 AM - Pastor Darren  
 PM - Pastor Stephen 
 Lee Strobel Event  

 
21 AM - Pastor Jeremy 
 PM - Pastor Darren 
 
27 "G" Force 
 
28 AM - Pastor Stephen 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

August 2014 

 
31 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 21:1-25 
 PM - Pastor Darren 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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