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Maturing in Praying for Others
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Colossians 1:9 (NLT)  So we have 
not stopped praying for you since 
we first heard about you. We ask 
God to give you complete knowl-
edge of his will and to give you 
spiritual wisdom and understand-
ing.  As we mature and grow in our 
prayer life, we are to consistently 

and faithfully pray for each other.  In Colossians 1:9 we 
are given a model to follow in praying for others.  This 
passage tells us that we are to pray that God will give 
to those that we are praying for, complete knowledge of 
His will.  This complete knowledge will give us spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  As we move on to accom-
plishing His will for us, the first step is coming to know 
His will.  Knowing His will, will give us knowledge of 
where we are going and how we are to proceed.  

Accomplishing God’s will is important, no matter what 
challenge we may be facing, and is the most critical 
aspect of our lives.  Knowing and doing God’s will is 
what we should be praying for everyone that we are 
concerned about.  

Joni Erickson Tada has been a quadriplegic for 50 years.  
In a recent article in Christianity Today entitled, “Af-
ter 50 Years in a Wheelchair, I Still Walk with Jesus”, 
(http://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/july/
joni-eareckson-tada-fifty-years-wheelchair-walk-jesus.
html), Joni says some things that are very revealing 
about growing in our prayer life.  “Just the other day I 
was reading 1 Peter 5:10 [ESV], where Peter says, ‘Af-
ter you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace 
… will himself restore, confirm, strengthen and estab-
lish you.’ Honestly, I’m amazed that the last 50 years 
feel like only ‘a little while.’ Maybe God does that when 
we finally do love Jesus more, when we finally do fol-
low him more closely. Maybe he erases all the horror, 
all the despair, all the depression of the past when we 
learn how to trust God. He pushes into the background 
all the terrible times of anguish, and he brings forward 
the highlights-the moments of hope, peace, and growth.  

As I look back over 50 years, I just see God at work. 
That’s pretty exciting.”

I remember years ago when the movie “Joni” was show-
ing here on Maui, I remember people saying to me that 
they were praying for Joni’s miraculous and total physi-
cal healing.  They believed that was going to bring the 
biggest glory and honor to the Lord.  They said they were 
fervently and sincerely praying to that end.  The above 
article and statement, indicates to me that Joni sees that 
God did not desert or abandon her.  Quite the opposite.  
She says that as she looks back over the past 50 years 
she can see God at work.  She also says that she is pretty 
excited about all that God has and is doing.

Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship.  We may have the 
best of intentions as we pray for others.  We may be very 

sincere about what 
we pray about.  This 
was true about what 
many were praying 
about for Joni.  This 

obviously was not what God intended.  As we pray for 
others, let’s understand that we may not know God’s 
will for any individual.  However, let’s pray that God’s 
will, will be accomplished in their lives, whatever His 
will might be.  We can bring our requests and petitions 
to the Lord, but we have to let God have the last word.  
Remember that He is our Lord and we are His servants.  
It is not the other way around.  His ways are higher than 
our ways.  Isaiah 55:8-9 (NLT) 8 “My thoughts are noth-
ing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways 
are far beyond anything you could imagine. 9 For 
                                                                  (continued next page)
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(continued from page 1) just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my 
thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

Finally, if we mature to the point of praying that God’s will is accomplished, then our attitudes need to also 
mature to the point where we will let Him have His way.  This is especially true when His ways differ from our 
ways.  When His ways actually are disliked and contrary to our desires.  This is where we will let Jesus be Lord 
and Master rather than we trying to manipulate and force our will and desire to reign.  Maturing to this point is 
difficult and very trying to accomplish, but we need to be determined that this kind of maturity is what we will 
focus our lives on.  My prayer is that we will all mature in this fashion.  God bless all of you!

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

         TWO-THIRDS WORLD NETWORK MISSION
             September 2017

TTWN will head out to the mission field next month and are looking for 
volunteers called by God to work together for His Glory.

In September 2017, from the 16th-25th, a mission team will be travel-
ling to Luzon to continue on mission for Christ.  Mission ministries will 
include supporting new church plants with building construction and 
evangelism along with medical/dental outreach in Luzon and Palawan.

Please feel free to visit our website at www.ttwn.org for more detailed 
information about our mission. If God is speaking to you about joining 
the team in September, please contact Vince Bagoyo at (808) 357-3842 
by September 3rd.  

God can certainly use YOU!

These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the 
workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; 

ask him to send more workers into his fields.”  Luke 10:2 (NLT)

  May God bless you always!

Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this vital 
ministry caring for our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet is on the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

Friday, September 1, 2017
5:00 p.m.

For more information contact 
Shanley @ (808)280-2690



All About Jesus
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

39 “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! 
40 Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.   

John 5:39-40 NLT
13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And 
as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so 
that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave 

his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.   
John 3:13-16 NLT

9 So Moses made a snake out of bronze and attached it to a pole. Then anyone who was 
bitten by a snake could look at the bronze snake and be healed!   

Numbers 21:9

Think back for a moment when you were in high school and you’re in math class. The teacher gives you a math 
problem with the answer already written in. Then the teacher tells you to find the right equation to get the answer 
that’s already written. The next thing you start to think about is what equation am you are going to use to get the 
right answer. I don’t know about you but I start to think about some of the equations the teacher taught me but 
not really sure which equation is the correct one. Let me just tell you that I am not a wiz in math and I didn’t get 
the correct equation to figure out how to get the answer that was written. What my teacher wanted me to focus 
on more than just the answer, was the process. My teacher, Miss Oyama said (I am paraphrasing), “Everyone 
just wants the answer and after getting it they no longer think about it anymore. However, the one who spends 
the time and effort figuring out the right equation or process in how the answer comes about is the one that finds 
more joy and more reward in the end result because of what it takes to get the answer.” 

I want to encourage you that as you read the Bible, try doing this if you are not doing it already. In John 5:39-40 
Jesus was talking to the religious leaders of His day. The Jewish counsel, I believe, always intended to find the 
Messiah in all of scripture. The only minor error that really is a major is that they were not specific enough in 
finding who the Messiah would be. Today you and I already know it’s Jesus.  However, start reading the Bible 
with the intent of finding and seeing Jesus in all of the scriptures in both the Old Testament and New Testament. 
The reason is like what my math teacher said. When you take the time and make the effort to find that Jesus was 
talked about throughout the Bible, He then becomes more meaningful to you. 

I also gave you two other scripture passages, one from the New Testament and one from the Old Testament. I 
want you to already get a taste that Jesus was being pointed at from the Old Testament as well as the New Testa-
ment. The great thing about John 3:13-16 is that Jesus himself is pointing out that in Numbers 21:9 it’s all about 
Him.  

Is what I’m sharing with you important? I believe so because now we won’t just be reading a book but earnestly 
looking for Jesus. 

The more you and I realize that God the Father was bringing Jesus into the world to save us from our sins start-
ing from the very beginning in Genesis and through the end in Revelations, you and I will come to Know Jesus, 
then fall in Love with Jesus and will ultimately obey Him and because of living that kind of lifestyle we will live 
in eternity with God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s begin to really believe and say that our lives are 
truly, All About Jesus!
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Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Aug 27   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha  
        F, Melanie F, Marion K    
   Sept 3   Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B
   Sept 10   Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
         Jaydee G, Jules G    
   Sept 17   Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S,
        Jezra S, Danae O

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of August 31-Sept  2
Team 3

Mickie Aikala*, Ann M, Carol Sa, 
Phyllis N, Ken S

Week of Sept 7-9
Team 4

Hawea R, Wendy I, Lynette K, Anna G, 
Stephen K*, Priscilla T

Week of  Sept 14-16
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, Josie Y*, 
Bautista Ohana, Kathy W

Week of  Sept 21-23
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P, 
David P, Chad K

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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  Coffee Bar Ministry
  

                  Part-time
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Requirement
A heart to love and serve God

Job Description
Set-up/Host/Clean-up

Benefits
Joy and Fellowship

Contact
Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up

Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone,
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif to the number 
81010 or (808)670-3442  

OR

C) Give your cell number to the office and 
request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help 
call the Church Office @244-0865.
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Pastor Stephen will be 
on vacation 

Sept. 9-24, 2017

TWO-THIRDS WORLD NETWORK 
7th Annual Fun Run 

Saturday, October 28, 2017
Runners/Walkers will gather at 

5:00 a.m. at Valley Isle Fellowship 
and make their way at 

5:30 a.m. to Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park, 
a total of almost 10 miles.

Offer available to ‘walkers only’ again - 
Mercy Mile option...see Grace for details

If you would like to participate, sponsor a participant, 
or if you would simply like more information, 

please visit the website:  
http://twothirdsworld.org 

or contact Grace Motonaga @ 357-4553)
We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST 

by building leaders and shaping the future.



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Prime Minister Samiuela Akilisi Pohiva of 
Tonga (southern Pacific Ocean).
*South Asian Peoples-Give thanks to God for completion of 
a water project in a tribal area! Even as the people now have 
access to clean water, pray that they will know and believe the 
living water that available to them through Jesus.
*Sao Paulo, Brazil (soun POW-loo)-Please pray for the Evan-
gelism and Church Planting Council for the South Zone of Sao 
Paulo as the members develop a week of prayer to be held in 
the month of October. Pray that they will be able to lead the 
churches and individual Baptists in the South Zone to lift up 
fervent prayer for the lost, the churches, the pastors, the evan-
gelistic efforts, and the need for small groups and new church 
plants in that area of the city.
*Bambara of Mali (BAHM-bah-rah)-“Thank you for praying 
for Sam*, who lives in ‘Far’ village, where the two college stu-
dents working with us were living. Those students left in May, 
and we were hoping that Sam would be baptized while they were 
there, but he wasn’t. However, during a recent visit to the village, 
Sam told us that he was ready to be baptized! Please continue to 
pray for Sam. He is the only believer in his village. He is also a 
member of the Fulani (pronounced foo-LAH-nee) people group. 
It is very difficult for a Fulani man to follow Jesus here. It is the 
Fulani people who brought Islam to Mali. Sam faces persecution 
from all sides, especially from his family.” (*name changed)
*Last Frontier-Workers request your prayers for a partner who 
recently received some training. Please pray that this partner will 
be able to discern God’s will and guidance in his role in taking 
the gospel to a Last Frontier people group.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Please pray that our church would continue to be a refueling 
station for every family in our community and beyond, filling 
hearts with the amazing grace of Jesus Christ - Matthew and 
Maryann Bacalla

“Since Kansas City is home to thousands of Islamic immigrants, 
with little being done to reach them, pray for God to raise be-
lievers from these people groups to help us start works among 
them.” - Matt Marrs, Kansas City Send City Missionary

Kansas City, MO
1,969,579 people live in metro Kansas City

50.3% are unaffiliated with any religious body
20.1% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 7,432 Kansas City residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and 
their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests or on 

their birthdays.

Jeff Needleman
542 Wedge Ln.
Fernley, NV 89408
Jeff@NewBeginningsFernley.US
Jeff Needleman is a church planter serving in Nevada. 
It is a blessing to serve the Lord and others and to evangelize 
and disciple. Your prayers are appreciated as we seek to be 
obedient to the call. Currently we need prayer for: protection, 
wisdom in handling the church plant and new baby Christian 
issues, a permanent location, dedicated set-up and break-down 
crews and all else that comes along with trying to reach a rural-
type community.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

August 2017
    27 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    30 6:30 pm - Youth Night

September 2017
     1 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God

     3 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     4 Labor Day - Office CLOSED

     6 6:30 pm - Youth Night

  9-24 Pastor Stephen on vacation
    10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    16 TBD - Church Workday
    17 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    20 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    24 9:00 am - Worship Service 
  - Lordʻs Supper observed
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    27 6:30 pm - Youth Night

October 2017
     1 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea
2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV):  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 

old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

I.  ________________ and  _____________. – John 3:1-21

 A.   Many people start their ____________  ___________ just like______________.

  1.  ___________ from a distance.

  2. Take a  _____________  __________.

  3. Take ____________  __________.

 B.   Dialogues of ______________.

  1. Dialogues with Jesus about being “_________  __________.” (vs. 3-8)

  2. Dialogues about the ________________ of the role of ______________  _______________.

 C.   Jesus cuts from ____________ fear to  ____________ fear.

  1. Jesus, the Son of Man, came from  ___________.

  2. Jesus’ earthly sacrifice gives men eternal ________, _______, and __________________.

  3. Jesus explains ____________  ______________.

II.  A reasonable _________. – John 7:45-53

 A.   Reasonable risk in pointing to the _______ and ______________.

 B.   Questioned about a possible  _______________. 

 C.   Slight _____________ gives the opportunity to go back into the  ____________.

III. Living in the ____________. – John 12:42-43

 A.   Many, including Jewish leaders, did ____________.

 B.   Fear of  _____________ caused them to live in the ____________.

  - Feared being _____________.

 C.   They loved their ____________  _____________.

 D.   Had not come to the point of  ___________  the praise of God, yet.

IV.  Joining forces to ________ into the  __________. – John 19:38-42

 A.   __________ in numbers.

 B.   Secret discipleship  _______________.

 C.   __________ of ________ called for a bigger  ________.

 D.   A  ________  ________  without any  ____________.
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