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“something better for us,” but rather it 
will be discipline to correct us and to 
move us back into a right relationship 
with God.  If we struggle against His 
discipline, it will not go well for us.  If 
we accept our failure and sins and take 
responsibility for them, then we will be 
able to take the discipline of the Lord 
and return to Him with humility.  Once 
that happens, the Lord will begin to 
lead us down the path of forgiveness 
and restoration. 

  
I know that God has been rebuking me 
for my leadership failures.  In an effort 
to be fair and transparent, the Lord has 
shown me that I have brought 
confusion and division into our church.  
In Joshua 24:14-15, Joshua lays before 
the people 2 choices and 2 choices 
alone.  I laid before you at least 6 
choices.  I was also hesitant to lay 
before you what I believed was the 
Lord’s revelation to me.  This was 
because I wanted all of you to seek the 
Lord without me trying to influence 
you.  The Lord has convicted me that 
this was wrong on my part.  Therefore, 
about 3 weeks ago I began to lay out 
what God had revealed to me, but I 
sinned again because I did it timidly 
and not boldly.  The Lord again 
convicted me of this sin.  Joshua did not 
dictate a decision to the Children of 
Israel, but he let them choose as he 
boldly proclaimed, “But if you refuse to 
serve the Lord, then choose today 
whom you will serve.  Would you 
prefer the gods your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates?  Or will it be the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
now live?  But as for me and my family, 

the loan offer from American Savings 
Bank.  Finally we have turned down the 
bid from the only contractor that 
submitted a bid.  Therefore, we are now 
left with the question, “Where do we go 
from here?” 
  

To be honest with you, I don’t know 

where we go from here.  I believed that 

God desired us to build and I also 

believed that He desired us to build 

soon.  The results of the voting on 

Sunday night leave me with so many 

questions.  I have gone from shock to 

disappointment to anger and now to a 

sense of uncomfortable calm.  I have 

been going to the Lord in prayer and 

study, seeking His guidance and 

direction.  The Lord has confronted me 

with my failings and sins as your pastor.  

He has also confirmed to me the failings 

and sins of you, the people of VIF.   

 

beyond the Euphrates?  Or will it be 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land 
you now live?  But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the Lord.” 
  
I know that I failed you and the Lord by 
being too timid.  I have and am 
continually repenting as I seek to get 
back into that right relationship with 
our Lord.  He is a good and gracious 
Lord who has forgiven me!  He is now 
in the process of restoring me.  I am 
grateful for another opportunity to be 
His servant again.  Timidity has been a 
problem that has long been with me 
that I am dealing with it at this time.  
Boldness has not been a strong 
characteristic in my life.  These issues 
are being dealt with in my life at this 
time. 
 

This is probably the big question that hangs in the minds and hearts Valley Isle Fellowship since our 
vote last Sunday Evening.  In the first vote we overwhelmingly decided to move ahead with our 
construction project to build our proposed building in Waikapu.  However, with the votes that 
followed, we cannot move ahead because we are left without a funding source to accomplish it.  
We did not have enough votes to sell either the properties on High Street and/or the 10 acres in 
Waikapu.  Therefore, we did turn down the 2 offers to buy the 10 acres.  We also turned down the 
loan offer from American Savings Bank.  Finally we have turned down the bid from the only 
contractor that submitted a bid.  Therefore, we are now left with the question, “Where do we go 
from here?” 
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(continued on pg 2) 

To be honest with you, I don’t know 
where we go from here.  I believed that 
God desired us to build and I also 
believed that He desired us to build 
soon.  The results of the voting on 
Sunday night leave me with so many 
questions.  I have gone from shock to 
disappointment to anger and now to a 
sense of uncomfortable calm.  I have 
been going to the Lord in prayer and 
study, seeking His guidance and 
direction.  The Lord has confronted me 
with my failings and sins as your pastor.  
He has also confirmed to me the failings 
and sins of you, the people of VIF. 
   
I have heard several say, “Well, God has 
something better for us.”  This statement 
carries with it the sense that God said 
“no” to moving ahead.  I believe that God 
said “go” and we said “no.”  If I am 
correct, there will be consequences for 
us for saying “no” to what God said “yes” 
to.  These consequences will not be 
“something better for us,” but rather it 
will be discipline to correct us and to 
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Don't forget to pick up the form 

to fill out on the back table to 

bring with you! 

was not that I was wrong in what I 
presented to you, but that I did not 
boldly present it to you.  Your mistake 
and sin was that you did not follow me.  
I work hard at getting my instructions 
from the Lord and in doing so, I have to 
put aside all of my comforts and 
desires.  As you try to respond to the 
Lord’s leading, you also have to put 
aside all of your comforts and desires.  
As 21st Century Western Christians, we 
have strayed so far away from the Lord 
that He now has to lead us way outside 
of our comfort zones and way beyond 
our personal desires.  Yes, you 
disappointed me by not following my 
leadership, but more importantly I 
believe that you disappointed the Lord 
because you did not follow His 
instructions (Hebrews 13:17).  I claim a 
lot of responsibility for you doing that, 
but I cannot claim total responsibility.  
You have responsibility for this as well. 
 

In this area of “obeying your spiritual 
leaders,” my biggest heartache is that 
the majority of VIF remains apathetic 
and disobedient to my call to move in 
the direction of becoming “disciple-
makers.”  This has been my emphasis 
ever since I became your pastor in 
November of 2011.  We started with 
“T4T” and moved further in this 
direction with “Multiply.”  After 
bringing many people through these 2 
emphasis, it was very discouraging to 
hear people say “what’s next?”  That 
showed me that VIF was simply not 
getting it.  We tried over and over again 
to say to you that T4T and Multiply 
were not simply programs that you 
could mark as completed.  They were 
tools to change our lives so that 
evangelism and discipleship would 
become life-styles for all of us.   
  

Therefore, we have prayed and 
searched and now the Lord has led us 
to “Missional Communities” as the 
vehicles to make evangelism and 
discipleship life-styles for all of us.  We 
are now planning and preparing to 
begin this new emphasis about the 
middle of January 2015.  
  
It may seem like a long time in coming, 
but we are doing all that we can to 

but we are doing all that we can to 
prepare good training materials and 
also begin some “Missional 
Communities” before this major push 
for all of VIF.  Please consider being a 
part of this opportunity to make some 
major life-style changes.   
  

I have often said to you that “building 
the building is not as important as 
building you the people.”  I really mean 
this and “Missional Communities” are 
the way that we are and will be leading 
VIF to build you the people.  As we 
become the people that God desires to 
be, the building and all of its issues will 
begin to fall into place.  I don’t know 
when or how that is going to take 
place, but I know that I can trust and 
depend on the Lord. 
  

Finally, in this area of following your 
spiritual leaders, you need to 
determine whether my leadership is 
really of the Lord or not.  If you 
determine that I am not following the 
Lord, then I need to remind you that 
you do have an option.  That option is 
to call for a vote of confidence and/or 
call for a vote to remove me as your 
pastor.  According to our Constitution 
and By-Laws, all you will need is a 66% 
(2/3) vote in order for a vote like this to 
carry.  To call for this vote is well within 
your rights as a member of VIF.  The 
other action that you can take is to 
leave Valley Isle Fellowship.  I am 
praying that you will not leave.  I am 
praying that we all have the courage to 
work through all that we need to and 
move on to be the people that God so 
desires us to be.  In fact, if I am the 
stumbling block, it would bring more 
glory and honor to the Lord for you to 
remove me than for you to leave. 
  

God has convicted me of my sins and 
has shown me the sins of Valley Isle 
Fellowship.  We can deny them, but if 
we do, we will continue to sin.  It would 
be much better for us to admit, 
confess, and repent of all our sins and 
move on to become the people that 
God desires us to be.  I pray that God 
will richly bless you as you strive to be 
and do all that He placed before you.  
God bless you. 
 

(continued) Recognizing failure and sin is 
essential if we are to be in a right 
relationship with our Lord.  Without this 
recognition and the acceptance of 
personal responsibility for these failings, 
we will continue to be a people that 
bring heartache to our Lord.  The term 
“enabling” means that our actions and 
attitudes keep people stuck in their sins, 
failures, and predicaments.  As your 
pastor, I cannot enable you to be stuck in 
sin.  By the way, sin is anything that 
breaks the heart of God.  You might be 
asking yourself why am I talking about 
sin.  The reason for this is that I believe 
that we have sinned.  We have broken 
the heart of God. 
  

How has VIF sinned?  The decision that 
we all participated in showed that sin 
had taken place.  Let me share with you 
at least 2 of these sins.  When I informed 
you that we would be taking this vote, I 
called you to a time of prayer and 
information seeking (a time of question 
& answers).  I have no doubt that many 
of you prayed.  However, not so many 
took advantage of coming to our 
question & answer sessions and most did 
not even take advantage of getting in 
touch with those of us who have been 
dealing with all of the various details that 
needed to be addressed.  Dear people, 
this was the first sin.  You cannot pray 
seriously about an issue if you do not 
educate yourselves about the details that 
are available about that issue.  This is an 
indication that we as a church did not 
take this to be that serious. 
  

In a letter that I sent out on Monday by 
email, I said the following: “I know that 
you cannot follow someone that you do 
not respect and trust.  I also know that 
respect and trust cannot be demanded, 
but must be earned.”  When I said this I 
knew that I failed in my responsibility as 
your pastor to be bold.  However, it was 
also said with the knowledge of Hebrews 
13:17 (NLT) “Obey your spiritual leaders, 
and do what they say.  Their work is to 
watch over your souls, and they are 
accountable to God.  Give them reason 
to do this with joy and not with sorrow.  
That would certainly not be for your 
benefit.”  You see my mistake and sin 
was not that I was wrong in what I 
presented to you, but that I did not 
boldly present it to you.  Your mistake 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The Mirage of Control 

1. The Jewish leaders thought they were in control. 

2. Pilate thought he was in control. 

3. The truth is God has always been in control. 

 

The Pain of Victory 

1. The beatings were prophesized. 

2. The pain was part of the redemption plan.  

3. What seems like a victory for evil was really a victory for Jesus. 

 

 

Notes: 
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The Mirage of Control & The Pain of Victory 
John 19: 1-16 (ESV) 

AM Service - Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro  

 

 



 
  

 The Joy Will Come  

By Christina Fox 

You can find this article here: http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/the-joy-will-come 

 
 

I received unexpected news recently. The kind of news that made my heart hurt and tears burn my eyes. I felt the 
pressure of its weight on my entire being. David’s words in Psalm 6 mirrored the feelings in my heart, “I am weary 
with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping” (Psalm 6:6). 

Have you ever turned to the Psalms in time of sorrow, fear, or uncertainty? Though penned in a different time and 
out of somewhat different experiences, the words of the Psalms seem to give voice to our own emotions. As John 
Calvin said, the Psalms are an anatomy of all the parts of the soul. 

Journey with the Psalmist 

In particular, the psalms of lament echo our own struggles with loss and brokenness. But the truth is, these 
psalms go farther than just venting woes. The psalmist follows a trajectory. He is on a journey, and it’s one we can 
follow as well. 

The laments follow a three-part structure. They begin with an expression of feelings. The psalmist comes before 
the Lord and pours out all his heavy and burdensome emotions. He is honest with God, revealing the depths and 
degree of his pain. “I have sunk in deep mire, and there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, and a flood 
overflows me. I am weary with my crying; my throat is parched; my eyes fail while I wait for my God” (Psalm 69:2–
3). 

As the psalmist goes forward in his journey, he moves from expressing feelings to calling out for help. He knows 
that it is God alone who can rescue, redeem, and restore him. He asks for what he needs, whether it be rescue, 
mercy, or justice. “Turn, Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love” (Psalm 6:4). “Hear my voice 
when I call, Lord; be merciful to me and answer me” (Psalm 27:7). 

Stay the Course 

Continuing on in his journey, the psalmist’s faith is strengthened as he remembers who God is, as he sees God’s 
hand at work in his life, and as he reflects on God’s past grace. The psalmist then comes to the end of his journey. 
He responds in an affirmation of trust in God. He offers a sacrifice of praise and worship. “I will fulfill my vows to 
you, O God, and offer a sacrifice of thanks for your help” (Psalm 56:12). “But I trust in your unfailing love; my 
heart rejoices in your salvation. I will sing the Lord’s praise, for he has been good to me” (Psalm 13:5–6). 

This three-stage journey through the emotions is not something that happens overnight. The psalmist went 
through these steps over a course of time. But he pushed through. He followed the path forward. He stayed in the 
battle. 

Too often I have remained in the first step. I have voiced all the pain in my life to God and then stayed there. As 
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 The Joy Will Come  

(continued) 

You can find this article here: http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/the-joy-will-come 

 
 

- 5 - 

 

This three-stage journey through the emotions is not something that happens overnight. The psalmist went 
through these steps over a course of time. But he pushed through. He followed the path forward. He stayed in the 
battle. 

Too often I have remained in the first step. I have voiced all the pain in my life to God and then stayed there. As 
though simply voicing my emotions was the end of it all. But it’s not the end. Getting everything out there may 
bring temporary relief, but it’s not the final goal. We need to go forward, to work through our emotions on the 
way to our ultimate destination: trust and worship. 

Jesus Endured the Cross 

This journey is made possible only through Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, who was well acquainted with grief (Isaiah 
53:3). It was Jesus who paved the way for us as he followed his own journey of lament. On that fateful night in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, he voiced his sorrow, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death” (Mark 14:34). He cried 
out to God for help saying, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I 
will, but what you will” (13:36). 

Trusting in his Father’s will, the Book of Hebrews tells us that “for the joy that was set before him, he endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God” (12:2). Jesus claimed the 
psalmist’s lament as his own when he cried out at the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
(Psalm 22:1). 

Jesus personified the heart cries of his people at the cross. He became the fulfillment of all our laments. And he 
calls us to cast all our burdens on him. Because of Jesus and the gospel, we can come to the “throne of grace in 
confidence and find the help and grace in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). We can come to Jesus with all our 
emotions and cares and know that he hears us, that he cares for us, that he is at work in us. 

Push Through 

That’s what we do when we follow the structure of the laments. We cast our burdens on our Savior. We cry out 
for his help. He strengthens us through his Spirit and his word, refreshing us and renewing our faith in him. And 
then we respond in the glad affirmation of trust and worship. The sorrows of life try to pull us away from him; but 
the journey of the laments draws us toward him. 

Perhaps you’ve received unexpected news of your own. Maybe you are in a place of sorrow, fear, or uncertainty. 
If you can relate to the cries of the psalmist, journey through your own lament. Follow the three-part structure. 
Push forward into the dark night of your emotions, knowing that the light of the Son will rise in you. For “weeping 
may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning” (Psalm 30:5). 
 

About The Author 

 

 

 

 

Christina Fox is a homeschooling mom, licensed mental health counselor, and 
writer. She lives in sunny south Florida with her husband of seventeen years and 
their two boys. You can find her sharing her faith journey at 
www.toshowthemjesus.com and at her Facebook page. 

http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/the-joy-will-come 

Article used with permission 
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Missional Groups Sharing: Love Like Jesus 
On Sunday night, August 24, Valley Isle Fellowship’s Missional Groups will be sharing what we have learned in 

this beginning phase of missional living.  We will start with a fellowship potluck at 5PM and follow with a worship 

service to praise God for all He is teaching us as we live out being a believer in our daily lives.  Each missional 

group will be sharing a testimony of God’s Faithfulness as He continues to grow us in the knowledge of Jesus 

Christ. Not just hearers of the Word, but DOERS of the Word!  

If you are a member of a missional group, come, share, and hear the God moments we are all experiencing.  Bring 

someone who may need to experience transformational love.  If you are not currently a member of a missional 

group, it will be an opportunity to witness the power of missional living; it’s about caring for each other in a deep 

and real way.  God’s Word is clear; we are to be in relationship with Him and relationship with each other so that 

we can impact our community for Jesus Christ.  

“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with 

the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 

love, being one in spirit and purpose.”   Philippians 2:1-2 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 



 
  

Tonight in our 6 PM service at the VIF Sanctuary, I will be addressing what the 
Lord has been revealing to me about our building program.  This week has 
been a difficult week of guilt, remorse, and anxiety, followed by a time of 
relief and renewal.  The Lord has been so loving, forgiving, and gracious to me 
and I believe to VIF as well.  If we repent and become the people that He 
desires us to be, great days of blessing can still be before us.  Come tonight 
and hear what I believe God is saying about the future of our building 
emphasis. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Tonight: Pastor Addresses the Building Situation 

The VIF Church office will be closed on Friday, August 15th, for 
the Statehood Holiday.  Statehood day (formerly called Admission 
Day) is observed on the 3rd Friday in August and celebrates the 
anniversary of Hawaii becoming the 50th state in the Union.   

Statehood Holiday - Church Office Closed   

 

The center hours are changing! We are excited to announce an increase in our hours 
to better serve you. Effective Monday, August 11th we will be open as follows:  
 

 • Mondays 9 am-12 pm and 3 pm-6 pm 
 • Tuesdays 8 am-1 pm 
 • Thursdays 12 pm-5 pm 
 • The Third Saturday, August 16th from 9 am-12 pm.  
 

Effective September 1, 2014 we will be open the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month 

from 9 am-12 pm. 

Malama Pregnancy Center NEW HOURS! 

In light of what happened during the weekend of the storm and cancelling of Sunday services on July 20th, we 
have searched and found a way to mass communicate important alerts instantly to your phones via text.  It is 
called Remind.  Remind is a one-way text messaging system.  All personal contact information remains completely 
confidential. We will never see your phone number, nor will you ever see ours or anyone else's on the list.   
 

To receive VIF alert messages via text, follow these instructions: Step 1: Open a new text message.  Step 2: In the 
"To" box type: 808-670-3442.  Step 3: In the message box type: @mrvif  Step 4: Press send.  Step 5: You will 
receive a text message asking you to reply with your full name.  Step 6: Reply to the message by typing your full 
name in the text box.  Step 7: Press send.  Step 8: Wait for the confirmation that you have been added.   
 

Please know that this is for alerts only.  Our main source of communication will remain as the newsletter, VIF 
website, and VIF email.    If you'd like more information about Remind you can visit the website Remind.com or 
contact Vanessa at 244.0865 or vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com.        

VIF Text Message Alert System 



 
 
  

 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

  
 

Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

We are in great need of help for the 3rd and 4th weeks of 
September, October, November, and December.  

 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of August 14-16 
Waki, Hashimoto 

Week of August 21-23 
Powell 

Week of August 28-30 
Shum 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 
Today  

August 10, 2014 

Team 4 

Karen Fontanilla 

Janice Robello 

Judy Giron 

Jaydee Giron 

Jules Giron 

Kolbe Fontanilla 

Alysha Fontanilla 

 

Next Week 

August 17, 2014 

Team 5 

Shayna Manlapao 

Chavelle Moniz 

Dayna Asuncion 

Seth Yamada 

Wayne Sniffen 

Sheldon Moniz 

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

	

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

My Redeemer Lives 
 

Mighty to Save 
 

Lord I Need You 
 



 
 
              

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2014 

 

  1 Labor Day Picnic 

 
  7 AM - Pastor Stephen  
 PM - Pastor Jeremy 
 
7-14 Sue Nishikawa Week of Prayer 

 
14 AM - Pastor Darren  
 PM - Pastor Stephen 
 Lee Strobel Event  

 
21 AM - Pastor Jeremy 
 PM - Pastor Darren 
 
27 "G" Force 
 
29 AM - Pastor Stephen 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

August 2014 

 
10 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 19:1-16 
 PM - Pastor Stephen Addresses the Building 
  Situation 

 
15 Statehood Day (Office Closed) 

 
17 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 19:17-27 
 AM - Sunday School Workers' Meeting 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy 
 
24 AM - Pastor Darren - John 19:28-42 
 PM - Missional Groups Sharing: Love Like Jesus 
 
31 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 20:1-18 
 PM - Pastor Darren 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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