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Only Through Prayer
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

In Mark 9, Jesus faces a large crowd that was 
arguing with His disciples.  Jesus finds out from the 

crowd that one of them brought his son to his disciples 
to heal.  His son was possessed by an evil spirit who 
tried to destroy this young boy.  However, the disciples 
tried but could not heal this boy.  This is where Jesus 
found them, at the point of the crowd arguing with the 
disciples over their powerlessness.  Jesus then took over 
the situation and commanded the demon to leave the 
boy.  After a brief but violent exit, the boy looked like 
he was dead, but Jesus took him by the hand and the 
boy rose and he was healed.  This story can be found in 
Mark 9:14-27.

In Mark 9:28-29 (NLT), it says,“28 Afterward, when Je-
sus was alone in the house with his disciples, they asked 
him, “Why couldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?” 29 Jesus 
replied, “THIS KIND CAN BE CAST OUT ONLY BY 
PRAYER.” 

In this passage, Jesus emphasized the importance of 
prayer.  A definition of prayer can be recognized as 

“talking or communicating with God.”  
We know that one of the biggest reasons 
that God created us was to have fellow-
ship with us.  Therefore, if prayer is talk-
ing or communicating with God, doesn’t 

it make sense that we cannot have fellowship with God 
if we do not talk or communicate with Him?  Just think-
ing about having fellowship with God makes prayer vi-
tally important.  For how can we have fellowship with 
Him if we do not talk or communicate with Him?

Prayer is not something easy to accomplish because 
when we enter into a life of prayer, Satan doesn’t like 
it and he will do everything that he can to prevent you 
from praying.  A wise man once said, “Prayer will keep 
a man from sinning, but sinning will keep a man from 
praying!”  Satan knows this to be true and therefore, he 
will make every effort to get everyone to stop praying 
and to prevent them from even starting to pray.

If Satan mounts a strong and aggressive campaign against 
individual Christians to get them to stop and/or start to 
pray, how do you think he 
will act towards a church 
that attempts to pray?  The 
battle to accomplish great 
and mighty things for the 
Lord, begins in prayer.  Many leaders in many, many 
churches begin by having a strategy meeting.  To devise 
a goal to be achieved and a plan to achieve that goal.  
Wise churches will begin by praying together to see 
what the Lord desires and to discover what His strategy 
is.  Satan will attack the church trying to do great things 
for the Lord by a sneak attack.  He will turn the church to 
the ways of the world and away from the ways of God.

Many serious challenges face Valley Isle Fellowship to-
day and into our future.  Accomplishing what God de-
sires about these challenges will not be accomplished 
by turning to the ways of the world.  We will have to 
do it God’s way by realizing that, “THIS KIND CAN 
BE CAST OUT ONLY BY PRAYER.”   Only through 
prayer can we ever hope to discover God’s will and His 
strategy.  Only through prayer will we be filled with His 
power.  Only through prayer will we develop that fel-
lowship with Him that will honor and please Him.

In Acts 1:14-15 (NLT), it says, “14 They all met together 
and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary 
the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the broth-
ers of Jesus. 15a During this time, when about 120 believ-
ers were together in one place…”  In this first chapter of 
Acts, they were all together, constantly united in prayer 
because  Jesus  had  just ascended  up  into  heaven and
                                                                         (continued next page)
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(continued from page 1) they didn’t know what they were supposed to do.  They were praying and waiting on the Lord 
to reveal Himself to them.  During this time, they replaced Judas with Matthias.  Then in Acts chapter 2, on the 
day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit falls upon them and they are filled with His power to witness powerfully of the 
Lord.  So effective was this time of powerful witness that by the end of the day (the end of chapter 2) over 2,000 
people are baptized.  All of this happens in one day with an initial group of only 120 believers.  Acts chapter 1 is 
the story of a group of people who were bound and determined to wait on the Lord and to lovingly obey Him in 
all that He would lead them to do.  I believe that the waiting period was the time that God was preparing them to 
receive His Holy Spirit and to then become useful vessels of God’s love and grace to a people that really needed 
Him.

Valley Isle Fellowship, one of the most important times in our weekly schedule happens on Monday nights 
at 6:30 p.m.  A very small group of people have gathered faithfully over the years to diligently and faithfully 
pray over all of the prayer requests that come in.  They also share and pray over other concerns that come to 
our knowledge.  Over the years, we have seen God answer many of these prayers in some very powerful ways.  
Lately, we have been sensing that God is not pleased with VIF.  On any given Monday evening, only about 6 
to 8 people can be counted on to constantly gather together in prayer.  In Acts chapter 1, 120 people faithfully 
gathered constantly.  Do you think that God would desire at least 120 of us here in VIF to gather constantly and 
faithfully in united prayer that seeks out the heart of the Lord and who lovingly and faithfully obey the Lord 
in carrying out His desires?  As your pastor, I believe it is God’s desire and therefore I know that Satan will do 
all that he can to discourage you and to give you all kinds of excuses to prevent you and VIF from becoming a 
people and a church that is powerful in prayer.  Let’s rise up in the strength that He gives to be all that HE desires 
us to be.  God bless all of you!

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

Want to get a head start? Operation Christmas Child is only three short months away.  
Take advantage of the Back-to-School sales happening now!

School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, 
       solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets. (See   
      instructions for various projects at: https://www.pinterest.com/occshoeboxes/)

Pastor Stephen will be 
out on vacation 

Sept. 9-24

Women...donʻt miss this special time!

Friday, August 18   6-7:30 pm
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“If you love me, you will obey my commandments.” John 14:15 GW

If you’ve been a Christian for quite some time, then you’ve probably heard people say to love and obey the 
Lord. You might have heard others say that when you obey Jesus then you will learn to love Jesus. Let me say 
right now that you know that is not biblical and it’s wrong. However, you’ve heard it said many times over to 
love and obey, love and obey, love and obey. 

The question that pops up that people have asked is “How do I love Jesus?” I meet with some guys on Thursday 
nights and I highlight this before we do our Bible study. I share with them that we are commanded to obey 
Jesus, but the only way we can do that is when we love Him. 

However, there is a missing element to loving and obeying Jesus. That missing element is, to KNOW Jesus. 
I lay it out for us by saying that when we get to know Jesus, that is when we fall in love with Jesus and will 
obey Him. 

I’ve shared that I don’t want us to read the Bible for religious reasons or just to find some principles that we 
can apply to ourselves on our own strength. When that happens more times than not, Christians don’t read the 
Bible enough or at all. You can read John 5:39-40 on your own but if I were to paraphrase it I would say that 
Jesus is saying, “You read the scriptures thinking you have eternal life and you’ve found it on your own and 
youʻre good, as long as you know the scriptures. Wrong, the scriptures are all about me and by knowing me 
you will fall in love with me and you will have eternal life.”  You can’t love someone you don’t know. Reading 
the Bible is all about getting to know God and Jesus. The first step in falling in love with someone is getting 
to know who they are, how they think, what they are like and why they do what they do. 

In John 14:15 Jesus starts out with His sentence with the word “If” and that poses two questions to us. One, 
do you love Jesus? If you answered yes, then you will obey Him. If you answered no, then the second question 
is why don’t you love Jesus? And the only answer to that is because I don’t know Him. 

We, the church, today have the opportunity to know Jesus intimately because we have the complete Bible in 
our hands. In addition to that, we have the Holy Spirit and one another’s testimonies of how Jesus and God 
is real. We have the kind of relationship with Him that we can share with each other to encourage, give hope 
and help us stand on our faith in Christ. In order to obey Jesus, we need to love Him. In order to love Him, 
we need to get know Him. 

Let me give you a motivational quote that really is the answer to wanting to read the Bible and this falls in 
line with John 5:39-40. This motivation is the same for all Christians.

“If you want to know Jesus, then read your Bible;
when you read your Bible, you will know Jesus!”

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~



Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Aug 6    Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
         Krystal AV   

   August 13    Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
         Jaydee G, Jules G, Christine B

   August 20        Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S,
        Jezra S, Danae O 

   August 27   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha  
        F, Melanie F, Marion K

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of August 10-12
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P, 
David P, Chad K

Week of August 17-19
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  August 24-26
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, 
Loida P, Ruth M

Week of  Aug 31-Sept  2
Team 3

Mickie Aikala*, Ann M, Carol Sa, 
Phyllis N, Ken S

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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  Coffee Bar Ministry
  

                  Part-time
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Requirement
A heart to love and serve God

Job Description
Set-up/Host/Clean-up

Benefits
Joy and Fellowship

Contact
Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up

Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone,
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif to the number 
81010 or (808)670-3442  

OR

C) Give your cell number to the office and 
request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help 
call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for President Salva KIIR Mayardit of South 
Sudan (northeastern Africa).
*Chongqing, China (CHONG-cheeng) - Please remember 
brothers and sisters who have been under “a watchful eye,” 
particularly those who are attending classes as they work 
towards a seminary degree. Petition for their safety and for 
the safety of those who are doing the teaching. These broth-
ers and sisters are hungry to learn so they can faithfully pass 
along these teachings to others. Pray that their learning will 
not be impeded by the authorities, and that they will continue 
to have courage.
*European Peoples-During the last week of July, workers 
serving in the Balkans and other southern European coun-
tries gathered together for an annual retreat/conference. Amid 
long-awaited fellowship, they challenged one another and set 
the vision for the upcoming year. As these workers return 
home to their respective cities and countries, pray that the en-
couragement and challenge received together will bear much 
fruit. Pray for those who are weary to return home encour-
aged and passionate. Pray for those seeing little fruit to have 
God-given strength and wisdom to persevere. Pray for those 
facing obstacles to see spiritual breakthroughs among their 
people group.
*Last Frontier-“Security has become increasingly tightened 
in our country of service, and several families were recently 
kicked out of the country for Christian activities. Please pray 
for us to have wisdom yet boldness when sharing the gospel. 
Pray that the authorities will loosen up on security so the be-
lievers here will have more freedom to meet together.”

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Please pray that God would send some core families to help 
our church plant in this infancy state of planting. - Judson and 
Robyn Adams

Midwest
•Despite the regionʻs image of good, hard-working, church-go-
ing residents, the vast majority (75 percent) do not have a rela-
tionship with Jesus. Many have never set foot in a church.
•Pray for church planting and kingdom impact in the underserved 
communities in the Midwest that are challenged by violence, 
poverty, drugs, family dysfunction and other such social ills. 
Pray for the pastors and churches that are functioning effectively 
in these communities and that God would send more workers 
into these places desperately in need of the light of Christ. Pray 
specifically for the wives and children of planters in the Midwest 
in light of the unique family pressures that they must endure in 
obedience to the calll. Pray that these families might function as 
a team as together they advance Christʻs kingdom.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and 
their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests or on 

their birthdays.

Jennifer Smith
1703 Orlando
Jacksonville, IL 62650
smithjen552000@yahoo.com
Jennifer Smith is a disaster relief chaplain serving in Illinois. 
Please continue to pray for safety and many ministry opportu-
nities during our cross-country bike ride. Currently we have 
gotten as far as Montana on the way to Seattle.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

August 2017
     6  9:00 am - Worship Service 
             10:30 am - Sunday School
             12 noon - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     7 DOE - Students First Day
 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

     9 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    13 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    15 Maui Christian Academy First Day of instruction
    16 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    18 Admissions Day - Office CLOSED
 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe
    20 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    23 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    27 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    30 6:30 pm - Youth Night

September 2017
     3 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     4 Labor Day - Office CLOSED

     6 6:30 pm - Youth Night

  9-24 Pastor Stephen on vacation

    10 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com


