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Because He Lives
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

As I was growing up, hymns played a large role in 
helping me to visualize and realize my faith in Je-

sus Christ.  During times of trouble 
and discord, God would bring these 
tunes to my mind and the thoughts 
and words of these hymns were used 
of God to bring me strength and en-
couragement.  One of the hymns 
was “Because He Lives”.  On its 
website: http://www.tanbible.com/
tol_sng/sng_becausehelives.htm, 
the following was quoted from Glo-

ria Gaither, the author of this hymn:
     “I am a wife and a mother. It was in the middle of 
the upheaval in the sixties that we were expecting our 
third baby. The drug culture was in full swing, existen-
tial thought had obviously saturated every area of our 
American thought, the cities were seething with racial 
tension, and the God-is-dead pronouncement had gig-
gled its way all through our educational system. 
     On the personal front, Bill and I were going through 
one of the most difficult times in our lives. Bill had been 
discouraged and physically exhausted by a bout with 
mononucleosis, and in that weakened condition had 
little reserve to fight the psychological battle brought on 
by some external family problems. Someone whom we 
had cared about a great deal had hurled some accusa-
tions at us and at the Fellowship of Believers and at the 
whole idea of the existence of God.
     It was on New Year’s Eve that I sat alone in the dark-
ness and quiet of our living room, thinking about the 
world and our country and Bill’s discouragement and 
the family problems—and about our baby yet unborn. 
Who in their right mind would bring a child into a world 
like this? I thought, The world is so evil. Influences be-
yond our control are so strong. What will happen to this 
child?
     I can’t quite explain what happened at that moment, 
but suddenly I felt released from it all. The panic that 
had begun  to build  inside was gently dispelled by a 

reassuring presence that engulfed my life and drew my 
attention.     Gradually, the fear left and the joy began to 
return. I knew I could have that baby and face the future 
with optimism and trust. It was the Resurrection affirm-
ing itself in our lives once again. It was LIFE conquering 
death in the regularity of my day.” — Gloria Gaither

In the first verse of this song, she wrote: “God sent His 
Son, they called Him Jesus, He came to love, heal, and 
forgive; He lived and died to buy my pardon, An empty 
grave is there to prove my Savior lives.”  Over the past 
few weeks, my messages have been centered on the tri-
als that we all face and last Sunday I focused on the love 
of Jesus.  This verse says that He came to love, heal, 
and forgive.  Then He lived and died to buy my pardon.  
And finally, the proof of His great love and grace for me 
is that fact that there is only an empty grave.  Then the 
chorus goes: “Because He lives I can face tomorrow, 
Because He lives all fear is gone; because I know He 
holds the future.  And life is worth the living just because 
He lives.”                                  

The trials and challenges of life, for me, would be im-
possible to face without JESUS.  
Because I KNOW that He loves 
me, I can, I do, and I will con-
tinue to face the challenges of 
the days before me.  My life, by 
most standards, is a pretty good 
life.  Although I have my physical 

challenges, there are many others who face much more 
challenging  medical/physical  challenges.  Also, I have
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(continued from page 1) relationships that are challenging, but my challenges are nothing compared to many that I 
converse with.  However, I know that there are many challenges that lay before me.

John 16:33 (NLT) 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”  

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NLT) 6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many tri-
als for a little while. 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies 
gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many 
trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole 
world.

There is definitely a down side to all of the challenges, trials, and tribulations that we have, are, and will go 
through, but take heart.  For there is a definite upside to all of this.  We can and will face tomorrow because 
JESUS Lives.  He is the reason and the power for us to make it through the challenges to bring glory and honor 
unto Him.  I know that He holds the future and therefore life is worth the living just because He lives.

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

Calling any college age 
student including 

recent high school grads . . 
Come join us for a weekend 

retreat on Lanai!!!
Sign-up by today, 

July 30!

*    *    *    *    *    *    *
             *
             *
             *
             *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *

MCA Yard Sale/Workday
Friday & Saturday, August 4-5

425 High Street (Annex)

Friday August 4, 5-8 p.m.:     Prep and collections at Annex
Saturday, August 5, 7 a.m. to 12 noon:     Workday and Yard Sale

(Donations accepted anytime @ Annex)
Proceeds from Yard Sale will go toward MCA school supplies and mission project.
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Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. 
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:20 NLT

In Matthew 28 Jesus is giving His disciples one more command.  A command that will forever change their 
lives, have its challenges to overcome and give them their life’s purpose.  The New Testament books of the 
Bible clearly shows just that.  To sum it all up, Jesus wants His disciples to go and make more disciples.  What 
I want to focus on is how are we going to make disciples. 

I specifically wrote out the title as such so we could have a clear understanding on what the difference between 
discipleship and mentoring is.  So, let me give you what I think in my own words what it means.  Mentoring 
focuses all on the mentor while discipleship focuses on Jesus.  A mentor offers the one they are mentoring 
his or her own wisdom and experiences they have gained over time.  The focus is how the mentor found the 
answers to deal with life situations. 

The person who is making a disciple of Jesus is offering that person Jesus’ wisdom and experiences, period! 
Think about it, when I’m talking to people I am sharing with them what Jesus has done in my life.  I am not 
sharing what I have done for myself.  When I encounter trials I share that I pray to the Lord and ask Him 
how I need to handle the situation. 

I have said something you probably said yourself at times.  I’ve said, “The Lord knows what I need at just the 
right time.”  You see, discipleship is all about Jesus and not the person.  In Matthew 28 I underlined verse 
20 because I think we overlook this part too often, the time when Jesus was commissioning His disciples.  If 
verse 20 was omitted then we would have a mentoring type of training in the church. 

What Jesus meant in verse 20 is that He is the one that will make disciples, and the way He would do it is 
through those that are already following Him.  Disciples that are in a relation-
ship with Him and going through life knowing Jesus is there every step of the 
way.  He’s guiding them and giving the commandments that their new lives 
need.  All this is done through the Holy Spirit in every believer.  That is why 
we don’t need to be educated or have a degree to be a disciple of Jesus and allow 
Him to use us to disciple others.  Jesus’ disciples were ordinary people like you 
and me. 

Remember, Matthew 28 will forever change our lives, help us overcome and endure all trials and give us our 
life’s purpose.  MAKE DISCIPLES by allowing Jesus to control your life so you can enjoy His presence, bless-
ings and the will to impact others.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Want to get a head start? Operation Christmas Child is only three short months away.  
Take advantage of the Back-to-School sales happening now!

School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, 
       solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets. (See   
      instructions for various projects at: https://www.pinterest.com/occshoeboxes/)



Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, July 30   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha  
          F, Melanie F, Marion K

    August 6     Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
          Krystal AV

    August 13     Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
         Jaydee G, Jules G, Christine B

    August 20        Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, 
        Jezra S, Danae O 

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of August 3-5
Team 5

Carol S, Marion K, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Bautista Ohana

Week of August 10-12
Team 6

Stephen K, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P, 
David P, Chad K

Week of  August 17-19
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  August 17-19
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, 
Loida P, Ruth M

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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  Coffee Bar Ministry
  

                  Part-time
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Requirement
A heart to love and serve God

Job Description
Set-up/Host/Clean-up

Benefits
Joy and Fellowship

Contact
Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up

Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone,
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif to the number 
81010 or (808)670-3442  

OR

C) Give your cell number to the office and 
request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help 
call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slovakia 
(central Europe).
* Mountain River XYZ of East Asia-“Please lift up our team, 
asking that we will continue to grow in love, unity, grace, 
and knowledge of the Word. Pray that our marriages will 
reflect Jesus Christ, and that we will have the wisdom and 
grace needed to parent our children well.” In April, you were 
asked to pray for the granting of a work visa, and in May, you 
were asked to pray for the safe arrival of twins. Now work-
ers ask: “Please keep praying as we continue to try to change 
visas. Ask that the visas will be granted quickly!” (*name 
changed)
*Sub-Saharan African Peoples-“Recently, I have become 
aware of a number of families serving in our area who are 
working under a very significant strain. Because we’re a big 
missionary family, it seems as though there is always some-
one suffering. But I’m realizing that presently, there is an ex-
traordinary amount of hurting among our missionaries. If you 
think of your friends and family, I am sure (unfortunately) 
that you know several marriages that are not healthy, a few 
children who are dealing with significant issues, and a few 
people who are just overwhelmed. I think this is currently 
true of the missionaries in our area, as well. Won’t you please 
ask the Lord to unburden the families and individuals who 
are feeling oppressed and overwhelmed right now? Ask Him 
to remove the things that hinder them from ministry. Ask our 
Father to renew their joy during these difficult times. Pray 
that suffering and hurting and oppression will be removed 
and the missionaries will be refreshed and will be able to do 
greater things.”

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Pray that we would create a movement of disciples by meeting 
people where they are and showing them the kingdom of God. - 
Ryan and Lindsey Knepp

Columbus, OH
“Pray that God would be named and known among all of the 
ethnic peoples of our city.” - Dean Fulks, Columbus Send City 
Missionary

2,162,845 people live in metro Columbus
63.2% are unaffiliated with any religious body
12.1% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 16,021 Columbus residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and 
their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests or on 

their birthdays.

Vinod and Susan John
P.O. Box 701611
Dallas, Texas 75370
vinodcjohn@hotmail.com
Vinod John is a church planting team member serving in 
Texas. Please pray that the Kerala Indian Bible study in Car-
rollton, Texas (just begun in April 2017) will gain traction. 
Also pray for God’s favor in several Kerala Indian relation-
ships. Please pray for RCM church, a Filipino church with 
which we have been partnering, as I assist them in formal 
church formation and affiliation processes. Please pray for 
Gage, a young boy who came to Christ recently. Please pray 
that both Susan and I will have better health with which to 
serve the Lord.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

July 2017
    30 9:00 am - Worship Service 
                            - Lordʻs Supper Observed
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

August 2017
     1 DOE - Teachers First Day
     2  6:30 pm - Youth Night
  4-6 Club 127 College Camping Trip Retreat
     5 6:00 pm - Sunday School Teachers Meeting
     6 9:00 am - Worship Service 
             10:30 am - Sunday School
             12 noon - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     7 DOE - Studentsʻ First Day
 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

     9 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    13 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    15 Maui Christian Academy First Day of instruction
    16 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    18 Admissions Day - Office CLOSED
    20 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    23 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    27 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    28 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    30 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



The Battle Intensifies As the End Draws Near
1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:11

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.        ______________ for believers. – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

 A.  ________________

 B.  __________

 C.  __________

II.       __________________ in the battle. – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

 A.  _____________ to God what is God’s. (verses. 1-2)

 B.  Be on __________, at all times. – Judges 7:4-6

 C.  Live as  _______________ of the Light.

Notes:
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