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Over the past few days and weeks, we have seen a 
growing spirit of evil that is taking over our nation.  
Hatred, division, and rebellion are attitudes that are in 
the center of this evil spirit.   

 

Hatred is rising to dangerous levels.  Hatred because we 
look different, believe differently, and act differently.  All 
of us are marvelously and wonderfully made by our Lord 
God.  Therefore, all of are different in some way.  
However these differences are magnified and 
exaggerated.  Anyone and anything can be made to look 
evil and menacing when lies, gross exaggerations, 
inappropriate magnifications are emphasized and 
accepted. 

 

These are the current conditions that face us in our 
nation today.  In recent months several situations have 
been enflamed into national crises.  Much of these has 
been based on lies that have been proven to be 
falsehoods.  Even though they have been proven to be so, 
many don’t care.  They still want to act on the lies as if 
they were true.  They sustain these evil evaluations 
through gross exaggerations where they emphasize a few 
facts and blow them out of proportion to the point where 
they buy that evil evaluation.  They then inappropriately 
magnify these evaluations into evil acts that rip at the 
central fibers of our nation. 

 

In this overwhelmingly evil age, the big question is 
whether there is any way to rise above all of this.  The 
answer to this is “YES!”   

 

Psalm 119:133-134 (NLT) 
133  Guide 

my steps by your word, so I will not 

be overcome by evil. 134  Ransom me 

from the oppression of evil people; 

then I can obey your commandments.  

 

John 16:33 (NLT)  I have told you all this so that you may 

have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials 

and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the 

world.” 

Romans 12:21 (NLT)  Don’t let evil 

conquer you, but conquer evil by 

doing good. 

 

1 John 4:4-6 (NLT) 
4  But you belong 

to God, my dear children. You have 

already won a victory over those 

people, because the Spirit who lives 

in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world. 
5  Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the 

world’s viewpoint, and the world listens to them. 6  But we 

belong to God, and those who know God listen to us. If they 

do not belong to God, they do not listen to us. That is how 

we know if someone has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of 

deception. 

 

Romans 8:28 (NLT)  And we know that God causes 

everything to work together for the good of those who love 

God and are called according to his purpose for them. 
 

All of these verses tell us that God is control and it is He 
and only He that will overcome this world.  This is why it 
is so important that you and I and everyone else be 
diligent and consumed in loving Jesus Christ with all of 
our heart, soul, and mind.  This will keep us on God’s side 
and sensitive to all that He would reveal and command 
us to do.  We need to be faithful until the end. 
 

If we are concerned about all of the evil that surrounds 
us and its potential to impact all of those that we love 
and are concerned about, 
then our only hope is in 
Jesus Christ. It is only as 
we love and obey the Lord 
that any one or any people 
will have any hope.  It is 
possible to overcome all of 
the evil that is attacking 
the world, but it is only 
through Jesus.  This hope 
can  be found only in Jesus 
and doing it in His ways. 
             (continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 1) 

Psalm 20:6-8 (NLT) 
6  Now I know that the LORD rescues his anointed king. He will answer him from his holy heaven and 

rescue him by his great power. 7  Some nations boast of their chariots and horses, but we boast in the name of the LORD 

our God. 8  Those nations will fall down and collapse, but we will rise up and stand firm.  

 

Will you trust in the Lord and in His mighty power or will you be swept up and into the flood of evil that is sweeping 
in and through our nation?  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 

5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own 

understanding. 6  Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.  
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Today, July 24 Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,                   
                             Hawea R  

July 31   Team 1: Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe  
  F, Alysha F, Melanie F 

Aug 7  Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystle AV,  
  Dmitry V 

Childcare Schedule 

Week of  Jul 21-23 
Ann M, Linda Y 

Week of Jul 28-30 
Pam E, Hawea R 

Week of Aug 4-6 
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Aug 11-13 
Volunteers Needed 

 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
                                   

High Street Lawn Care Schedule 

 
Week of Jul 28-30 

Derrick M. 

Week of Aug 4-6 

Volunteers Needed. 

Week of Aug 11-13 

Volunteers Needed 

Week of Aug 18-20 

Volunteers Needed 

Pastor Stephen  

on vacation 

August 9 - 23 

Pastor Darren  

on vacation  

September 8 - 20  



 

 

What Is Christian?  

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

I want you to think about the question, “What is Christian?”.  I’m not referring to you 
being a Christian but on what we do and say that makes it Christian.  I want you to read 
a few excerpts from Trevin Wax’s book Gospel-Centered Teaching about what makes 
our Bible study Christian. In his book he says, “Is your Bible study Christian because it 
mentions Jesus? Because it has the Bible as its base? Because it leads to spiritual 

application? I don’t think so. I’m speaking specifically of the content of our message. Is it Christian? The question is 
not, “Do you open the Bible and comment on it?” but “How do you open the Bible and comment on it?” 
 

At the end of day, unless we bring people back to the gospel, we are not offering anything distinctively Christian in 
our small groups.  We may be commenting on Christian scripture, pulling out good points of application, and 
offering solid information. But it’s the gospel that makes our teaching distinctively Christian.  The distinctively 
Christian thing about Christianity is Christ and His grace.  It’s the good news about how He died on the cross for our 
sins and rose from the grave on the third day.” 
 

John 5:39-40 AMP says, “39 You search and keep on searching and examining the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and yet it is those [very Scriptures] that testify about Me; 40 and still you are unwilling to 
come to Me so that you may have life.”  
 

We have believed that somehow we are to live life here and in eternity on our own strength, knowledge and wisdom 
and nowhere in the Bible does it teach that.  In fact, Jesus is our strength, knowledge and 
wisdom to live life abundantly.  Jesus said He gives eternal life and not the scriptures - the 
scriptures only point to Him.  What separates Christianity and the religions of the world is a 
real and true relationship with Jesus.  The Apostle Paul, Peter, all the other Apostles and all 
believers in the Bible believed in the gospel, lived on because of the gospel and preached 
the gospel to all people in all nations.  
 

The question now is how do we be sure that we are living in a way that sets Christianity 
apart from all other religions?  It is by showing and telling the world what a relationship 
with Jesus is like.  Let your testimony of Jesus in your life be the encouraging influence 
people need to hear. As simple as the answer is, I know it is not easy to live out but we know 
by God’s words that all things are possible with Him.  
 

What is Christian?  It is the gospel of Jesus seen and hidden throughout scripture and later 
revealed to the world so that all men might be saved.  Everything we do and say should always lead back to the 
gospel.  Remember, in your studying of the Bible be sure that your intentions are to draw closer to Jesus.  Just as you 
are being encouraged by Him, realize that He also wants you to encourage others.  In my eyes, that is organic 
discipleship. 
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Join Franklin Graham’s Live Prayer Event 

Monday, July 25    8 a.m. (HST) 

Facebook.com/FranklinGraham 

See Rev. Graham’s Facebook page  
for a video from last week’s prayer time  

before last week’s Republican National Convention 



 

 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
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 NAMB Missionary Spotlight: 
On Mission For Christ . .  .  

This October 7-17, a mission 
team will be travelling to Samar, 

Bohol and Luzon to continue on mission for Christ.  
Mission ministries will include medical,             
evangelism and prayer walking at villages.  The 
mission team will also help with discipleship   
training at the newly built worship center in       
Luzon.  Won’t you pray about joining us on        
mission?   

If God is speaking to you, please contact Vince 
Bagoyo (808) 357-3842. 

 SBC Chaplain Spotlight: 

 

International Mission Board   

Connecting Through Prayer .  .  . 

 

AZERIS OF AZERBAIJAN AND GEORGIA (ah-ZER-
ees) - "Please lift up our weekly Bible study. Pray 
that the believers in attendance will have a better 
understanding of how to serve Christ, and that the 
nonbelievers present will see their hopeless condi-
tion and realize that Christ is their only hope for 
salvation. Ask the Holy Spirit to give me godly wis-
dom and understanding of His Word as I lead this 
study. We also host a weekly English class in our 
home. Pray that the Lord will draw to this English 
class those whom He wants to come, and ask that 
these students will also come to the Bible study. 
Pray that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our lives 
will always honor Christ and we will not yield to 
Satan's temptations."   



 

 

Lawn Care Ministry 

Pastor Darren 
757-1651 

call Church  
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Joywright.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Care  
Ministry 

Pastor Stephen  
419-8100 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Conference Room) 

 

6:30 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(Childcare for  
Birth - 4 years at 
High St Annex) 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High  
St Property;  

Adults- Pastor’s study) 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6 am  
(Conference Room) 

 

Mondays 6:30 pm  
(Annex) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move 
within ourselves, our church, community, 

nation and world.  Please join us for these very 
powerful times with the Lord and our brothers 

and sisters. 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

July 2016 

 24 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 
  9 am - Worship Service 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ Pastor’s  

    Study 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

 25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 27 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 31 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Worship Service 

             - Observance of Lord’s Supper 

                       10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @  Pastor’s  

    Study 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

August 2016 

  7 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Worship Service 

                       10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @  Pastor’s  

    Study 

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

 8 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

             9-16 Pastor Stephen on vacation 

 10 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 14 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 
  9 am - Worship Service 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ Pastor’s  

    Study 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

 15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 17 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 

- 6 - 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at Pastor’s Study) 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Nothing Ever 

Our God 

Amazing Love (You Are My King) 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Misusing the Grace Of God 

Luke 13:22-35 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I.                                          Opportunity. – Luke 13:22-28 

 A. Diligent about the                            . – v. 22 

 B. Concentrate on                 salvation, not                      . – v. 23-24 

 C.                         of                                   will close. – v. 25 

  

II. No                               of men. – Luke 13:29-30 

 A. Invitation is                                 . – v. 29 

 B. Status                               . – v. 30 

 

III. God’s Protection - A                      . – Luke 13:31-35 

 A. Man’s                              . – v. 31 

 B. God’s                               . – v. 32-33 

 C. God’s Protection can be                           . – v. 34 

 D.                               of                              God’s protection. – v. 35 

 
 


