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Valley Isle Fellowship 

Love God Love His Church Love His World 

 

 

 

God.  For instance, when Jesus was 
preparing His disciples for His death, He 
told them that He must leave so that 
He could send the Comforter (the Holy 
Spirit), and this was good.  The disciples 
did not understand and Peter even told 
Jesus that he would not let that 
happen.  You see, their human logic 
was saying this is all wrong, when God 
was saying this is all right.  The only 
way that you could accept what Jesus 
was saying was right was through faith. 
 
Valley Isle Fellowship is a Church of 
Faith and not a business.  The people of 
Valley Isle Fellowship are a people of 
faith and not necessarily of logic 
(human logic).  Let me try to clarify this 
statement, for if you misunderstand 
this point, it can make you vulnerable 
to some cultic tendencies that can be 
very dangerous.   
 
Human logic is good because God has 
given it to us.  As Christians we need to 
use the best of human logic that we 
can discover and apply.  However, the 
major point here is that it should not 
rule your life.  The will of God should 
rule your life.  To the disciples, it defied 
human logic that it was a good thing for 
Jesus to go away and even be crucified.  
This made no sense at all.  This was 
because their human logic at that point 
could not see the whole picture.  Their 
insight was so limited that all they 
could see by Jesus’ revelation was their 
loss.  To the best of their human logic, 

Verse 7, in another version, says that 
“we walk by faith.”  Hebrews 11:1 
(HCSB) says, “1Now faith is the reality of 
what is hoped for, the proof of what is 
not seen.”  You and I as Christians 
cannot really prove through human 
logic that Heaven and the promises of 
the Bible are true.  We have to accept it 
by faith.  It is faith based in Jesus Christ 
and all that He did and said.  Therefore, 
since we need to accept by faith all of 
the eternal promises of scripture, we 
need to also accept by faith the 
temporal (earthly) decisions and 
consequences that we believe are of 
God.  For instance, when Jesus was 
preparing His disciples for His death, He 
told them that He must leave so that He 
could sent the comforter (the Holy 
Spirit), and this was good.  The disciples 
did not understand and Peter even told 
Jesus that he would not let that happen.  
You see, their human logic was saying 
this is all wrong, when God was saying 
this is all right.  The only way that you 
could accept what Jesus was saying was 
right was through faith. 
 

could not see the whole picture.  Their 
insight was so limited that all they 
could see by Jesus’ revelation was their 
loss.  To the best of their human logic, 
this loss was simply unacceptable.  
They really struggled with this 
revelation and in fact did not come to 
peace with it until Jesus’ resurrection.  
The resurrection of Jesus allowed them 
to have a fuller understanding of God’s 
will. 
 
As a church full of individuals who love 
the Lord, our struggle to know and 
understand the will of God is because 
of our limited view of the whole picture 
of what God desires in our lives.  With 
the limited view (perspective) of the 
decisions that lay before us, it becomes 
important to use the best human logic 
that we can muster up.  However, that 
human logic can never be the ruling 
factor in our lives.  Read the following 
from Luke 14:26-35 (NLT):  

(continued on next pg) 

 

Christians are a people of faith!  Faith in Jesus Christ!  Faith in all that the Word of God, the Bible, has to 
say to us.  We have faith in the hope of Heaven that is promised to us in the Word of God.   
 

In 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (NLT) it says, “6So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as 
we live in these bodies we are not at home with the Lord.  7For we live by believing and not by seeing.  
8Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be 
at home with the Lord.  9So whether we are here in this body or away from this body, our goal is to please 
Him.  10For we must all stand before Christ to be judged.  We will each receive whatever we deserve for 
the good or evil we have done in this earthly body.” 
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Don't forget to pick up the form 

to fill out on the back table to 

bring with you! 

 

Valley Isle Fellowshp, Are We a Church or a Business?  

(continued)  
 
 

In this passage of scripture, Jesus confronts His disciples 
with a harsh command that defies human logic.  He says in 
order to be His disciple you have to “…hate everyone else by 
comparison… Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.”  In the 
next verse He says that you have to take up your cross and 
follow Him otherwise you cannot be His disciple.  In that 
day, the cross was a sign of disgrace because it was the 
designated instrument of death punishment for criminals.  
All of this must have really challenged the disciples’ human 
logic (reasoning).   
 
Then He goes on to say that we need to count the cost in 
constructing a building and the cost in going to war.  Then 
in verse 33 He says,  “So you cannot become my disciple 
without giving up everything you own.”  This gives us the 
indication that you cannot be a disciple of Jesus without 
giving everything up to Him.  He needs to be the one who is 
first and foremost in your life.  I understand this to be 
completely consistent with Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT).  
37Jesus replied, “‘You must love the lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38This is the first 
and greatest commandment.”  I believe that this could also 
mean that you might not really know the will of God unless 
you are willing to give up everything for Jesus and let Him 
be the first and foremost love focus in your life. 
 
Once Jesus becomes your everything, then when He reveals 
His will to you, then and only then will you be willing to 
lovingly obey Him in everything.  Pleasing Him will become 
your driving motivation and you would be willing to 
sacrifice everything for Him, even your reputation.  Yes, 
many times the thing that holds you back from doing all 
that God desires of you is the thought, “what if I’m wrong?”  
The risk of your reputation can become too high of a price 
to pay.  Dear people of VIF, if you love the Lord Jesus with 
all of your heart, mind, and soul and are willing to do 
.......................................................................................every
thing that He desires of you, He will not play “Hide and Go 
Seek” with you.  He desires to reveal His will to us.  We just 
have to be determined to love Him with all of our heart, 
mind, and soul and say yes to Him before we even know 

everything that He desires of you, He will not play “Hide 
and Go Seek” with you.  He desires to reveal His will to us.  
We just have to be determined to love Him with all of our 
heart, mind, and soul and say yes to Him before we even 
know what He desires of us. 
  
If we don’t, then this passage in Luke 14 says, 34“Salt is good 
for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do you make it 
salty again? 35Flavorless salt is good neither for the soil nor 
for the manure pile. It is thrown away.  In other words, our 
relationship with the Lord is worthless and can be thrown 
away.  To know the will of God and not to do it is sin.  
However, not to know the will of God really shows us that 
we don’t know the Lord like we should and that we do not 
love the Lord with all of our heart, mind, and soul.  If we 
don’t know the will of God, it is not God’s fault, but it is our 
fault.  This 14th chapter of Luke ends with, “Anyone with 
ears to hear should listen and understand!”  This is a call for 
us to listen so that we can understand His will. 
 
As you face the struggles or your life and seek for the Lord’s 
will, it is important that you look at these thoughts and 
passages.  The Lord does not want you to wander aimlessly 
in life not knowing what to do.  You need to be growing in 
your love for the Lord before the challenges and turmoil of 
life hit you, for when they come, and they will, you will then 
be prepared to know the will of God.  In your own personal 
life and in your life as a part of Valley Isle Fellowship, it is 
important that you know the will of God.  It is important 
that we also do the will of God.   
 
Let’s be in prayer for each other and for our church.  We all 
have personal decisions.  Let God be glorified in us.  We 
have decisions to make in VIF.  Let God be glorified in VIF.  
Let’s move on to bring glory and honor to Him in all that we 
do.  God bless you all. 
 

Luke 14:26-35 (NLT) 26“If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—your father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.  27And if you do not 
carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. 28“But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would 
begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it? 29Otherwise, you 
might complete only the foundation before running out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. 30They would say, 
‘There’s the person who started that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’ 31“Or what king would go to war against 
another king without first sitting down with his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 
soldiers marching against him? 32And if he can’t, he will send a delegation to discuss terms of peace while the enemy is still 
far away. 33So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own. 34“Salt is good for seasoning. But if it 
loses its flavor, how do you make it salty again? 35Flavorless salt is good neither for the soil nor for the manure pile. It is 
thrown away. Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!” 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

1. Jesus’ prayer reveals: 
 

a. God is most glorified through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

b. Jesus is submitted to the Father. 
 

c. Jesus loved the disciples. 
 

d. Jesus loves his church.  
 

 

      NOTES: 
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AM Service: The Priestly Prayer of Jesus 
John 17:1-26 ESV 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro  
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Evangelicals love a good story. We’re all about 
“sharing our testimonies” and “telling our stories” and 
recounting our “spiritual journey.” 
 

This emphasis on personal experience is one of 
evangelicalism’s strengths. We understand conversion 
as more than mere assent to Christianity’s teaching 
and more than mere observance of rites and rituals 
associated with the church. It’s no wonder that sharing 
our stories is a main aspect of evangelical identity and 
evangelistic activity. 
 

But there’s a subtle danger lurking here. Because of 
our emphasis on conversion stories and testimonies, 
we can unintentionally make people think that 
evangelism is the same thing as sharing your 
experience. 
We interpret The Great Commission’s “Go make 
disciples” as “Go tell your story.” They are not the 
same thing. 
Here’s why… 
 

We interpret The Great Commission’s “Go make disciples” as “Go tell your story.” They are not the same thing. 
 

Here’s why…  
 

Jesus and the Great Commission 
 

When most of us think of the “Great Commission,” we start with the word “go.” The gist of Christ’s command is that 
we are to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching, right? 
 

But Matthew’s version of the Commissioning scene doesn’t start with “go.” The commission itself is sandwiched 
between two statements related to Jesus Christ: the first concerns His authority, and the second concerns His 
empowering presence. 
 

The flow of the passage goes like this: 
 

 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus. 
 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations… 
 Jesus promises to always be with His people. 

 

Luke’s commissioning scene gets at this same truth in a different way. For Luke, the focus is on the gospel going out in 
Jesus’ name. 
 

 The Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms point to Jesus, whose death and resurrection fulfills Old 
Testament prophecy. 

 Witnesses will proclaim a message of repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
 This message is proclaimed “in Jesus’ name” to all nations. 

 

For Luke, the name of Jesus is the source of authority. In Acts, this element is not emphasized in the commissioning 
scene itself, but in the rest of the narrative, where the theme of Jesus’ name carrying power and authority becomes a 
major point of the story. 
 

 

(continued on next page) 

The Great Commission Means Sharing Christ's Story, Not Yours      

by Trevin Wax 
Pastor Jeremy found this article to share at http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevinwax/2014/07/08/the-great-commission-means-sharing-christs-story-not-yours/ 
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3 Elements of Genuine Christian Witness 
 

Both Luke and Matthew infuse their commissioning scenes with christological truth. So, how did the apostles, under 
the authority of Jesus, witness to the truth? Notice three elements: 
 

1. The events at the heart of the gospel are at the heart of their proclamation. The sermons in Acts reveal how 
the apostles walked their hearers through the story of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 

2. They are witnesses to the character of Jesus in the way they pattern their ministry after his miracles and 
show his compassion to those in need. 

3. They are witnesses to their own Christian experience. The Apostle Paul, for example, recounts his conversion 
experience on two occasions in Acts (22:6‒21 and 26:12‒23). 
 

What About Now? 
 

So what does this mean for us today? 
 

1. The events of the gospel – Christ’s life, death, and resurrection – must be at the heart of our proclamation. 
2. What we do should also witness to Christ as we follow His example. 
3. Our conversion experiences should back up our gospel proclamation. 

 

If we get these out of sync, we hinder our effectiveness in fulfilling the Great Commission. 
 

For example, some Christians may focus so much on the second aspect (what we do) that they fail to verbally 
proclaim the gospel (what Christ has done). 
 

Another example: some Christians focus so much on the third aspect (our conversion experience) that they fail to 
properly proclaim Christ’s life and work. 
 

Let’s look at this second danger a little more closely. 
 

Christ’s Work in History vs. Christ’s Work in Your Life 
 

The meaning of the word “witnesses” in Luke 24 and Acts 1, as well as throughout the narrative of Acts, refers to 
those who witnessed the work of the Lord and spoke of it to others. The witness of the disciples was centered on 
Christ’s life and work, most clearly seen in his death and resurrection. 
 

So, let’s take note: the focus of apostolic preaching in Acts is not on the conversion experiences of the disciples, but 
on the work of Christ that makes conversion necessary. For this reason, we should ensure that our testimony of 
Christ’s work focuses primarily on what Christ did in history, not merely what Christ has done in our life. 
 

The Place for Personal Testimony 
 

That said, there is a place for personal conversion testimonies. After all, Paul appealed to his experience when 
testifying to his uniqueness as an apostle. The Samaritan woman ran into town and told of her conversation with 
Jesus. The man born blind, after being healed by Jesus, went and told everyone what had happened to him. 
 

Don’t hear me saying that we should stop giving personal testimonies! They are powerful. 
 

We should work, however, to make sure these testimonies undergird and support the clear gospel message and 
don’t somehow replace it. What Jesus has done for me should always be connected to what Jesus has done, period. 

 

(continued on next page) 
 
 

The Great Commission Means Sharing Christ's Story, Not Yours  

(continued) 
 

 
 



 
  

 
The Great Commission Means Sharing Christ's Story, Not Yours  

(continued) 
 

What Happens When Personal Testimony Takes Over 
 

Focusing primarily on our own experiences with Christ can unintentionally downplay the importance of the historic 
events upon which the Christian faith stands or falls. 
 

An evangelist who speaks only of his personal experience with Jesus may be surprised to encounter others who 
speak just as genuinely of their personal experiences in Islam, Buddhism, or Hinduism. The initial desire to speak of 
what one has experienced personally may run into the rocks of multiculturalism, leading to a neutered presentation 
of the gospel that loses its basis in historical reality. 
 

The role of personal experience in testifying to the work of Christ should be seen as a further evidence of the power 
of the gospel. It is not the gospel itself, but it testifies to its power. 
 

To sum up: gospel presentations that include personal testimonies should take care to emphasize 
the gospel itself (the news of Christ’s death and resurrection), not merely our personal 
experiences of life transformation. A change of heart is a further demonstration of the gospel and should be 
used in personal evangelism, as long as the focus remains on Christ’s objective work on the cross 
 

About the Author 

    

      Trevin Wax is managing editor of The Gospel Project at LifeWay Christian  

      Resources, husband to Corina, father to Timothy, Julia, and David. Read more 

      of  Trevin's articles on his blog: http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevinwax/ 
 
 

Article used with permission 
http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevinwax/2014/07/08/the-great-commission-means-sharing-christs-story-not-yours/ 

 

High Street Property Workday - July 19th  
We are having a rat infestation in our sanctuary building.  
Therefore, we will need 4 to 6 people to work with Andy Sniffen 
to seal off the outside so the rats won’t be able to enter into the 
building.  We are in the process of hiring a professional to trap 
the rats that are inside the building.  We will also be trimming 
trees and shrubbery and we will need about 6 people to work 
with Eugene Fontanilla on this project.  We will be renting a large 
roll off dumpster to take care of all the trimmings. Finally, we 
need someone who is familiar with electrical work who can help 
us get some lighting fixtures to work.  We will probably need 
another 4 people to help with this work.   

We will start at 8 AM, break for lunch at 11:30, and hope to 
complete everything by 3 PM.  It would be great if someone could 
organize a potluck luncheon for the workers.  So much needs to 
be done to be good stewards of the blessings that God has given 
to us.  Let’s work together in bringing glory and honor to the 
Lord. 
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http://www.gospelproject.com/


 
  

Last Sunday evening was the first listening and dialogue session to discuss the next steps in our development of our 
Waikapu property.  I believe there were about 40 people in attendance and a good discussion was held.  Differing opinions 
and perspectives where shared openly.  Hard questions were asked and sometimes those questions could be answered 
positively, sometimes negatively, and sometimes there were no answers (at least at the current time). 
 

Everything from selling the 10 acres in Waikapu, to selling the High Street properties, to stopping the project (at least at the 
current time), and to getting a loan from American Savings Bank were discussed.  Much prayer is now needed in order to 
discover God’s revealed will for Valley Isle Fellowship. 
 

I want to encourage you all to be in prayer and to attend the next session, scheduled for Sunday Evening, July 20th.  It will 
be almost impossible for you to come to a good conclusion as to which way God is leading if you do not participate in these 
discussions.  Our church is blessed that we have so many options, but we are also at a very dangerous point.  For if we 
select the option that is out of the will of God, no matter how good it might seem to our rational minds, we will be in 
danger.  We need to hear what God is saying to the other members and then be praying ourselves to discover what God is 
saying to us. 
 

Some things were said at the July 6th meeting that Satan could use to twist and divide our body.  I want to encourage you to 
keep your eyes on Jesus and to let Him reign and rule in your hearts and minds and souls.  Satan would love to bring 
disgruntlement and division into Valley Isle Fellowship.  Let’s be determined to keep our unity and love in Jesus Christ. 
 

If you would like to know what took place in Sunday’s meeting, July 6th, please contact our church office.  We have minutes 
of the meeting and we also have an audio recording that we can make available to you.   
 

We will meet again on July 20th for more discussion and prayer.  We are also calling for a Business Meeting on August 3rd to 
vote on a course of action. 
 

Please make every effort to attend all of these important meetings as we come to decisions about what God is saying to us.  
Please be seeking God’s will, not our own will.  Please be seeking for the unity of our church.  Please be seeking to be 
pleasing to our Lord.  Thank you and God bless you all.  Yours in Christ, Pastor Stephen. 
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Sunday, July 6th Meeting 

Our Trustees are having their regular scheduled monthly meeting TODAY at 12 noon in the Church Sanctuary.  I would like 
to invite you to come to the first part of this meeting as I share with them the details of my proposal and the reasons 
behind it.  This presentation will take about 30 to 45 minutes.  After that presentation, I will let you leave.  The Trustees 
will then continue their meeting with a question and answer period followed by other business that we need to address.  
In order to keep this meeting to a reasonable time, we will not be allowing for questioning.  The opportunity for 
questioning will be on Sunday evening, July 20th as we have our final Question and Answer period on possible financing for 
the constructing of our building.   

 

Invitation to Attend a Portion of Today's Trustees' Meeting 

This final session will be held on July 20th, Sunday evening.  We are changing the starting time to 5 PM (instead of 6:00).  
We will be starting with a time of prayer from 5-5:30pm.  Then we will enter into a time of more questions with more time 
allowed.  We want you to be fully informed so that as you pray, you will be able to hear the voice of God very clearly.  If 
you have questions, you can call the church office or any of the staff members.  If we don’t know the answers, we will get 
an answer and get back to you.  Please pray that God will be glorified as we discover His will and desire. 

 

Final Question & Answer Session for Possible Financing of Construction 



 
 
  

 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

  
 

Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

We are in great need of help for the 3rd and 4th weeks of 
September, October, November, and December.  

 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of July 17-19 
Powell 

Week of July 24-26 
Edwards, Kaneshiro 

Week of July 31-August 2 
Shum 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 
 

Today  

July 13, 2014 

Team 5 

Shayna Manlapao 

Chavelle Moniz 

Dayna Asuncion 

Seth Yamada 

Wayne Sniffen 

Sheldon Moniz 
 

 

Next Week 

July 20, 2014 

Team 1 

Jennifer Egami 

Corey Egami 

Donna Nozaki 

Elijah Douglas 

Christian Motonaga 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

Today is the Day 
 

This Love 
 

Here I Am to Worship 
 



 
 
              

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

August 2014 

 

3 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 19:1-16 
 PM - Business Meeting 

 
4-5 Vanessa Out of the Office 

 
10 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 19:17-27 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy 

 
15 Statehood Day (Office Closed) 

 
16 "G" Force 

 
17 AM - Pastor Darren - John 19:28-42 
 AM - Sunday School Workers' Meeting 
 PM - Pastor Stephen 
 
24 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 20:1-18 
 PM - Pastor Darren 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

July 2014 

 

11-16 Vanessa Out of the Office 
 

13 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 17:1-26 
 PM - Pastor Stephen - The Importance of Our 
   Affiliations 
 
19 High Street Property Workday 
 

20 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 18:1-14 
 PM - VIF Property & Construction Development 
  Meeting 2 
 
21-25 Pastor Jeremy Out of the Office 
 
27 AM - Pastor Darren - John 18:15-40 
 PM - Pastor Stephen 
 

28 Surf Ministry - Kalama Beach Park 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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