
 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 
Love God. Love His Church. Love His World 

473 S High St •  PO Box 886 

Wailuku, HI 96793 

(808) 244-0865 (ph) (808)249-0235 (fax) 

July 4th is Independence 
Day.  A day when we 

celebrate the Independence and 
Freedom of our Nation.  This 
freedom that we enjoy came 
through many dangers, turmoil 
and trials.  Many lives were 
sacrificed to gain this 
Independence.  We should be 
forever grateful for those who 
went before us and gave so 
much so that we could enjoy the great freedoms that we 
are blessed with today. 
 

With all of the great freedoms that we have, sadly there is 
also the freedom to not appreciate the sacrifices that 
were made for these great freedoms that we have.  There 
are some who criticize and malign this great nation of the 
free.  Some would even choose to believe that the world 
would be better off without the United States.  There are 
some who would even actively work for the overthrow 
and destruction of our great nation.   
 

Of even greater sadness is the fact that Jesus Christ came 
to set all of mankind free from the sin and degradation 
that binds us.  He came and sacrificed His life on the 
cross so that we could be forgiven of all of our sins.  He is 
the way, the truth, and the life and no one comes to the 
Father except through Him.  It was His great love for us 
that drove Him to the cross and yet there are many who 
belligerently oppose and despise Him.  I believe He still 
intercedes for us, just like He did on the cross, when He 
said, “Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they 
are doing.”  Jesus still loves those who hate and despise 
Him. 
 

Likewise, we who love and follow Jesus, must do the 
same.  Loving those who hate Jesus and even hate us, 
would be the epitome of freedom.  We have the freedom 
to love those who hate us.  We can choose to break the 
bonds of sin and choose to love rather than to be 
enslaved to the natural path of hatred.  Greater love has 
no man that he would lay down his life for his friend.  
Instead of counting enemies to hate, we need to 
concentrate on making perceived enemies our friends to 
 

love.   
 

Being strong does not mean that 
we can kill the one who is trying 
to kill us before they succeed.  
Being strong really means that 
we can love one who thinks they 
are our enemy to the point of 
making them our friends.  Great 
strength of character is 
developed as we encounter the 
unlovely by loving them.  

Looking beyond their faults and seeing their needs and 
then asking the Father to meet their needs.  Our Father 
might decide to use us in meeting their needs.   
 

Independence Day is a great day to celebrate the 
Independence of the United States of America.  It is also a 
great day for we who are Christians to declare our 
Dependence on Jesus Christ who loved us so much that 
He sacrificed everything so that all of our sins could be 
washed clean.  As an expression of this declaration of 
Dependence, let me encourage all of us to take the high 
moral road of love.  Love those who hate you by first of 
all praying for them.  Then look beyond their faults and 
see their needs.  Ask the Lord to give you all that you 
need to help meet those needs.  And finally, seek to make 
them a friend in Christ. 
 

Wow!  You might be saying that Steve is crazy.  This is an 
impossible path to walk.  I would have to agree with you 
that you do not have the strength, wisdom, or courage to 
do this.  However, with 
Jesus Christ working in 
you, you can do it.  He can 
do it to bring glory and 
honor to Himself.  When 
we declare our 
dependence on Christ we 
are also declaring our 
independence from all 
sins.  By loving those who 
hate you, you would be 
demonstrating                this  
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Expressing Our Gratefulness on Independence Day 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro  

(continued from page 1) 

dependence on Jesus  Christ in the most powerful and exciting way. 
 

I want you to remember that you can’t do it alone.  Jesus Christ needs to be in 
control of you to the point where you are saying and doing the things that are 
pleasing to Him.  And if you are pleasing to Him then you will also be empowered 
by Him.  You can do all things through Christ who makes you strong.  He is a 
great and mighty God who is willing and able to work in and through you.  Work 
this week to allow Him to display His glory and honor in and through you.  God 
bless all of you and have a Happy 4th of July. 
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Today, July 3 Team 1:  Marion K, Karen F, 
  Kolbe F, Alysha F, Melanie F  
July 10   Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
  Krystle AV, Dmitry V, Corey 
  E 
July 17  Team 3: Flo N, Lillian T,  
  Jennifer E, Francis C  

Childcare Schedule 

Dates: July 11Dates: July 11--1515  
88--11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.  

Children ages 3 years to Children ages 3 years to   
entering 6th grade.entering 6th grade.  

Week of Jul 7-9 
Linda, Pauline, Kathy W, 

Marion 

Week of  Jul 14-16 
VBS 

Week of Jul 21-23 
Ann M, Linda Y 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
                                           

High Street Lawn Care Schedule 

 
Week of Jul 7-9 

Volunteers Needed 

Week of Jul 14-16 

Volunteers Needed 

Week of Jul 21-23 

Volunteers Needed 

VBS DonationsVBS Donations  

Donations of individually wrapped Donations of individually wrapped 
snacks and/or toys for the children are snacks and/or toys for the children are 

being accepted through being accepted through   
Wednesday, July 13Wednesday, July 13  .  .    

Drop off  donations in VBS box in back Drop off  donations in VBS box in back 
or at the church office.or at the church office.  

Are you Are you 
ready to get ready to get 

wet andwet and  

Say Say   

YES TO YES TO 
VBSVBS??  

Join us at our Join us at our 
finalfinal  

planning meeting planning meeting 
on July 9 at on July 9 at 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.  

We need We need you!you!  

Questions?  Call Questions?  Call Questions?  Call 
Steffen Steffen Steffen    

@ 264@ 264@ 264---039703970397   



 

 

What Sign Do You Need To Believe In Jesus? 
Pastor Darren Sarmiento 
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Did You Know? There were 

many signs, wonders and miracles 
that Jesus Himself did and yet not 
everyone believed in Him. Today, 
there are many people who want a 
miracle from Jesus and I believe that 
they can ask Him.  However, we must 
understand that it should and will 
always be according to His will. 
Here’s a food for thought.  There were hundreds of 
thousands of people when Jesus walked this earth.  The 
amount of people Jesus did miracles on was a very, very 
small percentage in comparison to the population of His 
time. So the question is, did Jesus come only to perform 
miracles? The answer is “No” because if that was His 
mission, then why didn’t He perform miracles and healings 
on all people of the earth? We know Jesus did many signs 
and wanders. He turned water into wine. He walked on the 
ocean surface.  He calmed the storm twice and He raised 
the dead, among other things. Yet, in spite of all that, not 
everyone believed in Him.  
 
Still today, people are asking Jesus for a sign that they might 
believe in Him. I remember my history teacher once said 
that if you remember what people of past history had done 
and said, it will at some point help you in your present time. 
There are people today asking the Lord to give them a sign 
that He is real.  Others are asking for a sign from God that 
Jesus is His Son so that they can believe in Him. So now, 
let’s learn from history’s past in the Bible.  Jesus, Himself, 
was asked to give a sign that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God. But listen to Jesus’ response in Luke 11:29-30 NLT:  
 

“As the crowd pressed in on Jesus, he said, “This evil 
generation keeps asking me to show them a 
miraculous sign. But the only sign I will give them is 
the sign of Jonah. What happened to him was a sign 
to the people of Nineveh that God had sent him. 
What happens to the Son of Man will be a sign to 
these people that he was sent by God.” 

 
God called out to Jonah to go to Nineveh to tell the people 
to repent of their sins and turn to Him. Long story short, 
Jonah was swallowed up by a fish (maybe a whale, we don’t  

 

know) for three days and then 
released to go and tell the people to 
repent and the people did. Not 
because of Jonah but because they 
knew that he was sent by God and 
that was the sign to the people. 
 
So, what Jesus was telling the people 
standing before Him was in essence at 
this time, the hidden gospel. You see, 

Jesus was telling them that soon they will see Him being 
taken into custody and hung a cross; then dying and being 
buried, but in three days He will have resurrected from the 
grave and be seen by many. For Jesus being alive once again 
gives you the assurance that He has taken your sins away 
and allow you to be in the presence the of God the Father. 
For all of us today, the only sign that matters that we need 
and the only sign that is given is your belief in the gospel; 
the Good News. 
 
Do you believe that God the Father gave His Son to take 
your sins and mine up upon the cross? So that His blood 
forgives us and cleanses us of all our sins? Do you believe 
that He was buried and in three days resurrected from the 
grave that assures us of everlasting life with Him and God? 
 
The Gospel; the Good News of Jesus is the only sign we’ll 
ever need to believe in Him and be changed by Him. 
Nothing else is more powerful to change the lives of 
mankind from a sinner to a saint, a follower, an 
ambassador, a light, a royal priesthood of believers, a child 
of God. For me, I believe in nothing else except in the 
gospel of Jesus; Jesus himself. I need nothing but Him and 
Him alone to live a life that is holy and pleasing to God. Let 
me end with a passage of scripture that affirms that the 
preaching of the gospel is the final sign for all people to 
believe Jesus.  
 

Colossians 1:6 TLB 
“The same Good News that came to you is going 

out all over the world and changing lives 
everywhere, just as it changed yours that very first 
day you heard it and understood about God’s great 
kindness to sinners.” 



 

 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
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 NAMB Missionary Spotlight: 
On Mission For Christ . .  .  

This October 7-17, a mission 
team will be travelling to Samar, 

Bohol and Luzon to continue on mission for Christ.  
Mission ministries will include medical, evangel-
ism and prayer walking at villages.  The mission 
team will also help with discipleship training at the 
newly built worship center in Luzon.  Won’t you 
pray about joining us on mission?   

If God is speaking to you, please contact Vince 
Bagoyo (808) 357-3842. 

 SBC Chaplain Spotlight: 

 

Week 23 Prayer 

From OCC Maui Area Team FB 

 

Pray that God will enable Operation Christmas 
Child to provide gospel literature in more and more  
languages as the project expands into new regions 
of the world. 

Memory Verse:  For it is by Grace you have been 
saved, through faith, and this is not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no 
one can boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 



 

 

Lawn Care Ministry 

Pastor Darren 
757-1651 

call Church  
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Joywright.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Care  
Ministry 

Pastor Stephen  
419-8100 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Conference Room) 

 

6:30 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(Childcare for  
Birth - 4 years at 
High St Annex) 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-Sr.  

Pastor’s study) 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6 am  
(Conference Room) 

 

Mondays 6:30 pm  
(Annex) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move 
within ourselves, our church, community, 

nation and world.  Please join us for these very 
powerful times with the Lord and our brothers 

and sisters. 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

July 2016 

   3 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Worship Service 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ Sr. Pastor’s  

    Study 

  6:00 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

    4 Independence Day - office closed 

    9 6:30 pm - VBS Final Planning Meeting  

 10 6 am - Prayer time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Worship Service 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ Sr.  

    Pastor’s Study 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

 11-15 8-11:30 am - Vacation Bible School 

 11 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 13 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 15 6:30 pm - VBS Family Night 

 17 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 

  9 am - Worship Service 

                       

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ Sr.  

    Pastor’s Study 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

 18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 20 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 24 6 am - Prayer Time @ Conference Room 
  9 am - Worship Service 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School  @ Sr.  

    Pastor’s Study 

  6 pm - Evening Worship/Study 

 25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 27 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
  

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at Sr. Pastor’s Study) 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Amazing God 

Only A God 

I Am Not Alone 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Maturity in Action 
Know What You’re Aiming At 

Luke 12:35-59 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

- 7 - 

 

I. Continual                             . – Luke 12:35-40 

 A.                        to                   your master. – v. 35-37 

 B.                            is not His                         . – v. 38 

 C. “                              ” is not acceptable. – v. 40 
  

II. Responsible                                 . – Luke 12:41-48 

 A. Centered on the                              of the Lord. 

 B. Centered on doing a                                 . 

 C. Centered on a                                           . 

 D. Centered on                                        . – v. 48b 

 
III. Crucible                                     . – Luke 12:49-53 

 A.                               words of Jesus: 

 B. Jesus                  it first. 

 C.                               purpose of Jesus: 

 
IV. Visible Public                               . – Luke 12:54-59 

 A.                         and                          on the signs of weather. 

 B. Applying the                               and                        of Jesus. 
 

 

NOTES: 


