
Valley Isle Fellowship
Love God, Love His Church, 
    Love His World
1033 Waiale Road - PO Box 886
Wailuku, HI  96793      Phone: (808)244-0865                                                  

IN THIS  ISSUE:
  1-2        Loving Your Neighbor As Yourself
  3           Driftwood or Boat? 
  2-4        Announcements
  5           Missional Opportunities
  6           VIF Calendar 
  7           Sermon Notes

NEWSLETTER
July 02, 2017      www.vifmaui.com

Loving Your Neighbor As Yourself
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

The Second Greatest Commandment is 
found in Matthew 22:39 and in the (NLT) is says, “39 
A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  For a long time I have been emphasizing to 
you the Greatest Commandment found in verse 37: Je-
sus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with 
all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’”  This 
second command is such an important one that it really 
also needs to be emphasized.  

Loving your neighbor is so im-
portant but it is so misunder-
stood. Loving your neighbor 
really means that we need to 
place loving them above lov-
ing ourselves.  Many years ago 
I heard someone present the acrostic “JOY.”  Here is 
what they presented:
     “J” – JESUS – placing Jesus first in your life, above 
                              anyone and anything else.
     “O” – OTHERS – placing Others next, and
     “Y” – YOU – placing Yourself last.

Many, many times people misunderstand this to say that 
you cannot love yourself.  Verse 39 tells us to love our 
neighbor as yourself.  In other words, this is saying that 
we cannot love our neighbors the way we should un-
less we love ourselves.  The difference here is that we 
place others before us.  Therefore, when we love Jesus 
with all of our heart, soul, and mind, then we will love 
ourselves the way we should, which will naturally place 
others (our neighbors) before ourselves.  

Loving our neighbor is so important and I would like 
for us to explore how this looks like in several scenar-
ios.  First, many of your neighbors are non-Christians.  
Loving your non-Christian neighbors, most importantly 
means that you will be passionate about sharing Jesus 
Christ with them in the most effective way so that they 
can have the promise of an eternity in Heaven.  Without 
Jesus, they are condemned to the horror of being eter-

we will present to them the best example of a life in 
Christ in private, at home, at work, at play, and even 
in the most casual ways.  This also means that we will 
joyfully vocalize our joy of our life in Christ.  This also 
means that we will show the power and the love of our 
Lord in the challenges and trials of our life.  In other 
words, we will actively and intentionally demonstrate to 
all our life of loving God with all of our heart, soul, and 
mind.

Loving our neighbor also means to love those who are 
brothers and sisters committed to Christ, those who are 
Christians.  This means that we will seek to love them, 
serve them, and to minister with and to them.  Many 
opportunities to express this love are presented to all of 
us in and through Valley Isle Fellowship.  Opportuni-
ties to serve the Church and the crowd that attends VIF.  
Opportunities to get involved in one of our Discipleship 
Small Groups as they minister and serve each other and 
even as they reach out to our community.  There are also 
opportunities to minister and serve other churches and 
their people.  

It is important that we get this command solidly in our 
hearts and minds.  This is not a minor command, but a most 
important one.  Otherwise, it would not be recognized by 
Jesus as the second greatest command.  We need to love 
the Lord our God so much that we become sensitized to 
the opportunities that God leads us into.  This will mean 
that we will have to grow to be people of initiative by ac-
tively searching the heart of God for opportunities that He 
is  leading  us  into and then  taking the initiative to being,                                                                 
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obedient to His call.  His call is more important that even our church’s call.  By taking the initiative to obey the 
Lord, you may be helping to lead your church into an area of obedience to the Lord that we may be oblivious 
to.  

Loving our neighbor even means loving that unlovable neighbor.  An unlovable neighbor can be God’s means 
of developing you into the loving individual that He so desires you to be.  It is also very possible that this unlov-
able neighbor will be transformed into a very lovable neighbor by the love, grace, and power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

It is my desire to see all of us become all that He desires us to be and loving our neighbor as ourselves is a core 
character of movement.  God bless you as you move on to being all that God desires you to be and do.

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

Come find out how 
YOU can be involved!

Next planning meeting
Saturday, July 8

6:30 p.m.

For more information contact
Steffen Yamada @ 264-0397

 

REGISTER TODAY!
See your 

Sunday School Teacher 
to register

For children 3 years to 
entering 6th grade

July 10-14
8-11:30 am 

Wanted: 
All High Street Facilities Keys

Our High Street facilities are now being occupied 
by Maui Christian Academy.  
Please TURN IN your keys 

to the Church Office as soon as possible.

BIG, BIG Mahalo...
to all who had any part in our 

Give Thanks Celebration
last weekend!  

A special mahalo to 
Vince and Jennifer Bagoyo 

for their leadership.



Drift Wood or Boat?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

““But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance 
you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, 

and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.” 
Colossians 1:23 NLT

Are you a drift wood or a boat? Do you know the difference? A drift wood is a piece of wood that is just 
floating in water like the ocean. This drift wood will go in any direction depending on 

the water current. It cannot guide itself. It has no sense of direction and no purpose. On the 
other hand, a boat is just the opposite. A boat is made or designed. It has a person that is 
steering and guiding it to go and do whatever the person wants. A boat has a purpose from 
the beginning of its conception. 

In Colossians 1:23, Paul tells the church to remember that it is Jesus who saved us and makes us right with God. 
No one else or thing can compare to the love God has for us. Paul told the church not to engage any false teach-
ers and their teaching. All we need is Jesus. A drift wood will always go in many directions because there is no 
one to guide them. However, a boat will go and do whatever it’s told to do. 

I hope you know that we are not a drift wood going aimlessly with no one leading or guiding us. We are all 
boats that are uniquely design with Jesus at the wheel leading and guiding our very lives. All we need is Jesus 
and nothing else because believing and having Jesus makes us complete. Once we have Jesus as our captain, 
we will know what to do. 

So, remember, we are a unique boat with Jesus as our captain. He will use us and take us places we have never 
gone. Buckle up, enjoy the ride and get ready for the thrill of your life.

- 3 -

Friday | July 21
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Contact Pam (446-4009) or Lani (757-1652) 
for more information.

Say YES to VBS!!!

We are asking for donations of 
packaged snacks and small toys for prizes 

for the childrenʻs goodie bags.  
You can drop them off at the 
church office or with any of 
the Sunday School teachers.

BIG MAHALO
to Jayne Kinoshita and all her hard working crew 
who helped with the awesome task of moving out 

of our High Street facilities.  
Truly “many hands make light work”.

“Two people are better off than one, for they can help 
each other succeed.”  Ecclesiastes 4:9 NLT



Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, July 2     Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha  
          F, Melanie F, Marion K      

   July 9     Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
          Krystal AV

   July 16     Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
         Jaydee G, Jules G, Christine B

   July 23     Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, 
        Jezra S, Danae O 

Waikapu Cleaning Schedule

Week of July 6-8
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimi F, Loida P, Ruth M

Week of July 13-15
Team VBS

Week of July 20-22
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N, Ken S

Week of July 27-29
Team 4

Hawea R, Wendy I, Lynette K, Anna G, 
Stephen K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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Coffee Bar      
Ministry

Part-time
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Requirement
A heart to love and serve God

Job Description
Set-up/Host/Clean-up

Benefits
Joy and Fellowship

Contact
Rosy Olaso (244-8185)

WANTED!
Empty toilet tissue rolls 

for VBS crafts.



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Prime Minister Peter Paire O’Neill of Pap-
ua New Guinea (southwestern Pacific Ocean).
*West Africa Trucker Ministry - Four truck drivers prayed 
to follow Jesus in a West African port city after hearing the 
Bible story of the paralyzed man and his four friends who 
brought him to Jesus. Pray that these four drivers will be like 
those four friends and bring their physically and/or spiritually 
paralyzed friends and family to Jesus.
*Northern Thai/Khon Muang of Thailand (cone MOO-
ung) - Meg* and Bo* are Northern Thai entrepreneurs work-
ing hard for their dream: wealth, prestige, and power. De-
spite all of their efforts, the dream keeps sifting through their 
hands, and this happens at the expense of their family and 
friends. With desperate times come desperate measures. They 
are considering the ways of Grandma, the only Christian in 
their family. Bo is asking if God is real and is experiencing a 
peace in Christian worship. Meg, the more ambitious of the 
two, is beginning to ask questions. Should she go to church, 
also? Ask God to reveal Himself to Meg and Bo. Pray that the 
Lord will “open [their] eyes that [they] may see . . .” (Psalm 
119:18a, NIV). May they both seek the Lord with all their 
heart and find the treasure that’s so much greater than their 
dreams! (*names changed)
*East Asian Peoples - Pray for more Bible teachers to share 
the light of God’s Word with the Chinese in Guyana. Pray 
that this truth will be shared with those who speak Hakka, 
Hokkien, Mandarin, and Cantonese, and ask that the seeds 
planted will find fertile soil in the hearts of many.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Pray for the more than 3000 NAMB-endorsed military, 
health care and public safety chaplains as they do the 
difficult work of pastoring in uniform and supporting 
and counseling people in times of crisis. 

“Pray for evangelistic Christians to seek jobs in D.C., and dedi-
cate themselves to ministry in politics and the marketplace.” 
--Clint Clifton, Washington, D.C., Send City Missionary

Washington, D.C.
6,162,244 people live in metro Washington, D.C.

55.8% are unaffiliated with any religious body
12.5% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 8,803 Washington, D.C. residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and 
their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests or on 

their birthdays.

Joe McGraw
13541 Borgata Ln.
Oklahoma City, OK 73170
Joe@JoeMcGraw.com
Joe McGraw is a disaster relief chaplain serving in Okla-
homa. Pray that God would open doors of opportunity for 
current and future evangelistic outreach healthcare clinics 
to have access to equipment that will better equip their clin-
ics. Pray for storage areas to place donated equipment. Pray 
for volunteers to move the equipment. Pray that God would 
continue to allow us to reach out to those in need mentally, 
physically and spiritually. Pray that we may share the gos-
pel with every soul we touch. We give Him all the glory! 
AMEN! 



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

July 2017
    2 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    4 Independence Day - Office CLOSED

    5 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    8 6:30 p.m. - VBS Team Meeting

    9 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon - Trustees Meeting  
 5:00 pm - VBS Set-up
 NO Evening Service

 10-14 Vacation Bible School - 8-11:30 am

    10 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    12 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    14 6:30 pm - VBS Family Night

    16 9:00 am - Worship Service 

            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    19 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    23 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    26 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    30 9:00 am - Worship Service 
                            - Lordʻs Supper Observed
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

August 2017
     2  6:30 pm - Youth Night
    6 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



Life’s Timing
 (Focus Passage:  1 Thessalonians 2:17-20)

(Background Passage:  Acts 17:1-10)
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.    The ____________ of God’s will.
 A. The life of  _____________.  
 B. The life of  _____________. 
 C. The life of  _______________.

II. The Lord’s  _____________ . - 1 Thessalonians 2:18a
 A. Our  ___________  ___________ is NOT a controlling factor.
 B. The _________  ____  _____  ________ is NOT a controlling factor. 
  - 1 Thessalonians 2:18b
 C. The  ______  ____  _____  ________ IS the controlling factor.

III. The  ________  and  _______  of the Lord. - 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20
 A.  _____________ before Jesus when He returns.
 B. Our  ___________ will be our pride and joy.

Notes: 
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