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Remember The Blessing In Order 
To Bless The Blesser

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Dear Valley Isle Fellowship:
Today we celebrate the blessing that God has showered 
down on us.  We mark a 13-year dream to develop and 
occupy this wonderful new property that was purchased 
back in 2004.  This property and this building that God has 
blessed us with can continue to be a blessing only as we 
realize that all of this was entrusted into our hands by Je-
sus Christ to use for His Kingdom’s glory and honor.  The 
moment we start to look at all of this as our own personal 
possession and begin to use it for our own desires, is the 
moment when we will see God’s hand removed from us.  
Therefore, let’s take a journey back in time to remember 
where we came from and what Jesus called us to.  

Way back in about 1998, Pastor Richard Smith (Pastor 
of Wailuku Baptist Church), began attending an MCBA 
Pastors’ Prayer Meeting where he faithfully and continu-
ously asked prayer for Wailuku Baptist Church and the vi-

sion that God had placed on his heart.  
That vision was that two or more 
churches would join together and pull 
all of their resources together to form 
a significant ministry in central Maui.  
He constantly put before us that the 

pulling of our resources together, especially our manpow-
er, would mean that we would need to obtain at least 10 
acres of land.  Needless to say, most of us who gathered 
on a monthly basis thought that Pastor Richard was a little 
crazy.  At that time he was also the newest pastor and we 
felt that the more time he spent on Maui, he would come to 
the self realization that this was a crazy dream.

Pastor Richard persisted and Rejoice!, the church that 
I pastored, eventually joined with Wailuku Baptist 

Church following the Purpose Driven Church model from 
Pastor Rick Warren and Saddleback Valley Community 
Church.  Late 1999 and early 2000 were exciting times as 
both Wailuku Baptist Church and Rejoice! transitioned to 
end our independent ministries and come together under 
a new and exciting ministry.  The High Street facility was 
always jammed packed and we quickly realized that we 
needed more space and to our rescue came Principal Bev-
erly Stanich and Wailuku Elementary School.  One service 
eventually grew into two services.  God richly blessed in 
many, many different and exciting ways.  
 

I left Valley Isle Fellowship in 2004 to live and minister 
on the Big Island.  However, I continued to get reports of 
how God was faithfully and powerfully blessing VIF.  One 
of the things I marveled over was that when I left in 2004, 
God had protected VIF from strife and dissention.  Busi-
ness meetings would usually fly by with a great sense of 
unity.  I credit it all to the Lord’s hand on us, but I also 
credit Pastor Richard Smith for his guidance and ministry.  
Therefore, when he retired and moved back to the main-
land in about 2009-2010, VIF moved into an embattled 
period of ministry.  

As VIF struggled for nearly two years to find another pas-
tor, they faced several major disappointments.  Several 
pastoral candidates looked very encouraging, but disap-
pointments lay before VIF as for one reason or another, 
things just did not work out.  One candidate was voted on 
in a vast majority, only to be disappointed by that pastor 
turning down VIF only a few days later.  Then in the sum-
mer of 2011, I was asked to do an interim here at VIF in 
order to give the church a chance to work through another                                                                 
                                                               (continued on next page)
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candidate who would be coming in view of a call sometime in July.  Everyone was very excited about this candidate, 
and so they were all deeply saddened to hear on the Friday before he was to arrive, that he was cancelling his trip and 
removing his name from consideration.

I finished my interim work at the end of August and returned to the Big Island.  Shortly after returning home, I was 
contacted by the pastor search committee to see if I would be willing to consider becoming the pastor.  After praying 
and sharing with Clarice and my church fellowship on the Big Island, we let the search committee that we would al-
low our name to be placed before them.  Things were put on a fast track and I became the pastor and was on the field 
by November 1, 2011.  However, the difficult times continued as we went from two services to one service as many 
left VIF for one reason or another.  Placed in my hands was the administration not only of VIF but also of the funding 
and construction of these new facilities.

My heart was not in the development and building of these physical facilities, but in the development and building 
of we, the people of VIF, through an effective discipleship program.  I must confess to you that the physical building 
program was very taxing and stressful, and it took so much out of me that there were many times that I just wanted to 
quit.  At the same time, it was so difficult and taxing to try to lead the church into an effective discipleship program 
that I wanted to quit many, many times.  It hurt so much to see people leaving VIF in droves and to see them leaving 
with a hurt and sometimes angry spirit.  However, God just would not give me the freedom to quit and He did place 
a direction and vision in my heart that I had to be faithful to.

So, now that the facilities are complete, I have turned everything over to Pastor Darren regarding the properties and 
buildings (both here in Waikpau and also our High Street properties and buildings).  It’s further development, main-
tenance, and upkeep.  It has been hard to turn over, but as I get more and more accustomed to letting go, I am feeling 
more and more freedom to do what God has prepared and called me to do.

The future is bright if we, the people of VIF, will realize that it is not about the buildings or properties that we may 
or may not have, but it is all about Jesus.  My major emphasis is trying to bring us all into a completely loving and 
obedient relationship with Jesus Christ.  I want to see all of us fall so deeply in love with Jesus that we will move from 
Convenience to Sacrifice so that Jesus would truly be Lord and Master of all of our lives.  I want to see us all come 
to the point where we are so much in love with Jesus that we cannot hide the fact of our deep and committed love for 
Jesus and that all the world would clearly see Jesus in us.

We need to remember the blessing in order for us to bless the Blesser, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

 Love God: Jesus replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all   
    your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.” Matthew 22:37
 Love His Church:  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
    baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
    Spirit.  Matthew 28:19
 Love His World: “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his 
    one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish  
    but have eternal life. John 3:16

NO Evening Service 
tonight



Is Jesus Real?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”
Luke 19:10 NLT

People today still don’t believe that Jesus is real. There are even those in the church that ask that very same ques-
tion. 

How can we prove that Jesus is real? If you look at the verse above, already it reveals that those that Jesus saved are 
the ones who will tell about Jesus saving them. I have yet to know anyone who believes in Jesus, who will not make 
the conscious effort to tell someone that Jesus changed their lives, showed them the true meaning of life and how it 
matters most now that they are in a relationship with the Son of God and God himself. 

So why is it hard for people to believe that Jesus is real? Those who share their testimony that they believe in Jesus 
were presented with the facts of of the gospel or good news about Jesus. Let me give you an example of what I mean. 
Do you know the inventor Thomas Edison? (most people would say yes) Have you ever seen him? (people would 
say no) What did he invent? (the light bulb) How do you know he invented it? (facts and history) What evidence do 
you see today? (We see the light bulbs all over the world). We believe that Thomas Edison created the light bulb not 
because we’ve seen him because it happened a long time ago before our time, but because of the facts and history 
tells us. It is also the evidence of the light bulbs that we can see today. 

Why is it different with believing in Jesus? Jesus died on the cross for our sins and to make us right with God. We 
know it to be true because of the facts and history that is found in what we call the Bible. 
There are archeological findings that back up some of the claims to the Bible as well. The 
real evidence are the people who have committed and submitted their lives to Jesus. There 
are millions of Christians around the world. We have facts and history to prove that Jesus is 
real much like facts and history that Thomas Edison invented the light bulb. So why is it still 
hard to believe that Jesus is real? 

There is one deciding factor that sets us apart from just facts and history. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. The only 
way that we can believe in Jesus is by being in agreement with the Holy Spirit that Jesus is real. It is only by agreeing 
with the Holy Spirit that we can believe in Jesus. The only sin God cannot forgive is rejecting the facts and evidences 
given through the Holy Spirit that confirms Jesus to be real. 

We make a conscious effort to believe in Jesus but we can’t come to a final conclusion without the work of the Holy 
Spirit pressing on us that Jesus is real. Pray to the Lord to give you insight and understanding to what I just shared 
with you. I will talk more about the Holy Spirit in next week’s article. God Bless.
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Come find out how 
YOU can be involved!

Next planning meeting
Saturday, July 8

6:30 p.m.

For more information contact
Steffen Yamada @ 264-0397

 

REGISTER TODAY!
See your 

Sunday School Teacher 
to register

For children 3 years to 
entering 6th gradeJuly 10-14

8-11:30 am 



Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, June 25   Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra 
           S, Danae O 

  July 2      Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha  
          F, Melanie F, Marion K 
   July 9     Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, 
          Krystal AV

   July 16     Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
         Jaydee G, Jules G, Christine B

Waikapu Cleaning Schedule

Week of June 29-July 1
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, Cecile 
H, Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of July 6-8
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimi F, Loida P, Ruth M

Week of July 13-15
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N, Ken S

Week of July 20-22
Team 4

Hawea R, Wendy I, Lynette K, Anna G, 
Stephen K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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Coffee Bar      
Ministry

Part-time
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Requirement
A heart to love and serve God

Job Description
Set-up/Host/Clean-up

Benefits
Joy and Fellowship

Contact
Rosy Olaso (244-8185)

Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone,
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif to the number 
81010 or (808)670-3442  

OR
C) Give your cell number to the office and 

request to be added.
*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help 
call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un of North Ko-
rea.
*Jerusalem Prayer Center, Jerusalem, Israel-He barely made 
it to the front gate, hobbling along behind a very energetic wom-
an. The woman is a guide at the Garden Tomb, and when he had 
visited the tomb, she had insisted that he come to the Jerusalem 
Prayer Center. He could barely keep up as she led the way. Af-
ter a short introduction, the man slowly and painfully climbed 
the stairs to the interactive prayer room, sometimes leaning over 
and touching the stairs in front of him with his hands, almost 
crawling up. His ankles and feet were excessively swollen. After 
about 30 minutes upstairs, this same man came bounding back 
down the stairs, dancing a jig at the bottom. He loudly declared 
that he was changing the name of the Jerusalem Prayer Center 
to the “House of Restoration.” Five years of suffering had ended 
upstairs as he had prayed on a pile of cushions on the floor. For 
five years, he had suffered from a low energy level and could 
barely walk because of severe swelling in his ankles and feet. 
Two days later, this same man returned to the gate of the Jerusa-
lem Prayer Center just to dance another jig outside the gate and 
reiterate his name for the center. He loudly declared, “It’s real! 
God restored me upstairs!” The swelling was gone. Praise the 
Lord for healing him! Please pray that his swelling will never 
return and that he will be able to continue life, serving God with 
full force.
*SY Peoples of South China-Praise and worship songs have re-
cently been written in the dialect of the River people. Pray for 
these written songs to be recorded soon and used to share truth 
with the lost among this unreached people group.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:

- 5 -

Please pray for all the lost families in the city of Va-
caville and those struggling in their marriages, fi-
nances, parenting and in life. Pray they find Jesus,  
Who gives us hope, a future and joy. 

“Pray that the people from all of the 200-plus language groups 
in the city hear of Godʻs love for them and that they are drawn 
into a relationship with Him through the words and deeds of 
pastors, church planters and believers scattered all over the 
city.”-Jeff Phillips, Vancouver Send City Missionary

Vancouver, BC
3,022,405 people live in metro Vancouver

41% are unaffiliated with any religious body
3% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 CNBC church for every 39,252 Vancouver residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and 
their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests or on 

their birthdays.

Terry and David Keith
11 Billy Craft Rd.
Laurel, MS 39443
Psalmistk@yahoo.com
Terry Keith is a corrections chaplain serving in Mississippi. 
My husband, David, and I are asking the Lord to sell our 
large house. We desire to travel and volunteer our services 
wherever He leads us to go. We want our retirement years to 
be productive for the kingdom of God. Please pray that this 
will happen for us. My beloved is a lay evangelist, and I am 
certified in counseling/corrections. 



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

June 2017
 25 9 am - Give Thanks Celebration Family Fellowship

 NO Sunday School
 NO Evening Service/Study

    26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    28 6:30 pm - Youth Night

July 2017
    2 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    4 Independence Day - Office CLOSED

    5 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    8 6:30 p.m. - VBS Team Meeting

    9 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon - Trustees Meeting  

 5:00 pm - VBS Set-up
 NO Evening Service

 10-14 Vacation Bible School - 8-11:30 am

    10 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    12 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    14 6:30 pm - VBS Family Night

    16 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    19 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    23 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    26 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    30 9:00 am - Worship Service 
                            - Lordʻs Supper Observed
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



Blessed To Be A Blessing
Genesis 12:1-3 & Jeremiah 4:1-2

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.        ___________

 A. Return to the ___________?

 B. Return and ___________.

II.       _____________

 A. Release your _______ and __________ ways.

 B. Release and ________ no more.

III.      _____________

 A. Restore God’s ___________ in your life.

 B. Restore God’s _____________ in your life.

 C. For you are ____________ so that you can be a _______________.

Notes: 
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