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Actively seeking to know His will and 

desire also involves two things.  It 

involves an intimate time of devotion 

and study with Him.   

First, studying His Word (the Bible) is 

the first and most definitive step in 

knowing God’s will and desire.  God will 

never contradict what He says in the 

Bible.  So, this should be the first 

source that we go to in trying to know 

and understand His will.   

Second, devotionally praying is also 

very important in knowing and 

understanding God’s will, desire, and 

timing.  Praying is communicating with 

God, so it encompasses two-way 

communication.  It is not just talking to 

God, but it is talking with God.  It is so 

important to let Him speak to you.  

Finally, it is important that these two 

steps are in harmony with each other.  .  

Once we come to know His will and His 

desire, it becomes a matter of active 

obedience.  Obedience is active and is 

so very important.  To know His will 

and not to do it is a sin.  Also, it has 

been said that, “delayed obedience is 

still disobedience.”   

The manner in which we obey Him is 

also very important.  We need to 

lovingly obey Him with a Christ like 

demeanor.  If we obey in an ungodly 

............ 

 

Loving Jesus with all of our heart, mind, 

and soul is therefore more than just an 

attitude of the heart.  It actually 

involves actively seeking to be pleasing 

to Him in every way.  Actively seeking to 

be pleasing to Jesus Christ means at 

least two  things.   

The first is to actively and 

intentionally seek to know what 

His will and desires are. 

 

Second, to actively seek to 

implement His will and desires to 

bring Him glory and honor. 

 

 

manner, we will bring shame and 

dishonor to Him.  However, if we 

lovingly and righteously obey Him, we 

will bring glory and honor to Him. 

The following can be seen in its 

entirety at:  

http://orderofcenturions.org/semproni

us&40.html 

In the winter of 320 AD, the Emperor 

Licinius, who was emporer of the East, 

broke his agreement with Constantine, 

Emperor of the West, in the Edict of 

Milan to end the persecution of 

Christians. Lucinius ordered all Roman 

soldiers to renounce Christianity and to 

offer a sacrifice to the Roman gods. 

Licinius was persecuting Christians at 

this time. His edict reached the 

Thundering Legion at Sabaste, and the 

order was passed down to the 

legionaries. Forty Christians in the 

legion withstood threats, beatings, and 

torture and refused to obey the edict, 

choosing instead to obey a higher 

authority: "You shall have no other 

gods before me. You shall not make for 

yourself an idol, whether in the form of 

anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is on the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth. You shall 

not bow down to them or worship 

them" 

 

Another aspect of loving Jesus with all of our heart, mind, and 

soul is being able to hear Him say, “Well done, my good and 

faithful servant.”  Being able to please Him and to bring Him glory 

and honor becomes our passion and our focus when we love Him.   
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Don't forget to pick up the form 

to fill out on the back table to 

bring with you! 

 
Well Done My Good & Faithful Servant 

. 

(continued) 

 
 
 

thee. Grant that 40 wrestlers may gain 

the victory!" In response, Centurion 

Sempronius confessed Jesus as Christ, 

removed his armor, weapons, and 

clothing, and joined the 39 remaining 

Christians on the lake. The next 

morning the Forty Martyrs of Sabaste 

were found on the ice and forever 

recorded their faithful resistance in the 

annals of history. 

Even obeying our God in death and 

dying in a godly manner can bring glory 

and honor to our Lord God Almighty.  

However, I would say that as hard as 

dying in a godly manner is, it may be 

even more difficult to live for Jesus in a 

godly manner.  Also, living in a godly 

manner may even give us the most long 

lasting results for the honor and glory 

of the Lord.  We need to remember 

that God created us to have a loving 

fellowship with us.  This kind of loving 

fellowship can only be achieved when 

we live in a loving and godly manner.  

Then we will be able to bring joy and 

happiness to the Lord by granting to 

Him the kind of fellowship that He so 

desires with us.  This fellowship that 

God desires is a two-way relationship 

and we know that He always fulfills His 

part.  However, many times, we do not 

fulfill our roles in a manner that is so 

displeasing to Him.  Thank God that He 

is patient, full of grace, and forgiving. 

 

In retaliation, the legion marched the 

men to a frozen lake where they were 

ordered to remove their armour and 

clothing and stand naked, as a form of 

torture to death, on a frozen lake. The 

legion lit a large fire on the shore with a 

warm bath and food to tempt the 

Christians to make the pagan sacrifice, 

renounce their Christian faith, and save 

their lives. The commander told them, 

"You may come ashore when you are 

ready to deny your faith." The men 

began to pray, "O Lord, 40 wrestlers 

have come forth to fight for Thee.  

Grant that 40 wrestlers may gain the 

victory!" 

The mother of the youngest legionary 

present, and she enticed her son to 

abandon the others. There was a 

centurion named Sempronius on the 

shore at the warm house. On the ice, the 

remaining Christian legionaries 

continued to cry out, "O Lord, 40 

wrestlers have come forth to fight for 

thee. Grant that 40 wrestlers may gain 

the victory!" In response, Centurion 

Sempronius confessed Jesus as Christ, 

removed his armor, weapons, and 

clothing, and joined the 39 remaining 

Christians on the lake. The next morning 

the Forty Martyrs of Sabaste were found 

on the ice and forever recorded their 

faithful resistance in the annals of 

history. 

 

Then we will be able to bring joy and 

happiness to the Lord by granting to 

Him the kind of fellowship that He so 

desires with us.  This fellowship that 

God desires is a two-way relationship 

and we know that He always fulfills His 

part.  However, many times, we do not 

fulfill our roles in a manner that is so 

displeasing to Him.  Thank God that He 

is patient, full of grace, and forgiving. 

In being pleasing to the Lord, one of 

the big things that we have to do is 

once we receive the Lord’s grace and 

forgiveness, we will need to forgive 

ourselves and move forward, leaving 

our past behind.  You will need to 

realize that today is the first day of the 

rest of your life and you can live the 

rest of your life to be pleasing to Him.  

You can then strive and yearn for the 

day when you can hear the Lord say to 

you, “Well done, my good and faithful 

servant.” 

 
 By: Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

TONIGHT - A NIGHT FOR ALL NATIONS!! 
 5:30 PM 

VIF Sanctuary 
 

Tonight's missions night will include 
 Dinner  Worship  Testimony   

 A Message on Missions  Time of Prayer   
 

Hosted by: Megan Motonaga 
 

*Dinner will be provided by the Motonaga Ohana* 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

AM Service: Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
 

 
 Keep Focused  

John 15:18 - 16:4 ESV 
 

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love 
you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they wil l also 
persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my 
name, because they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been 
guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done 
among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me 
and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, 
he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 

16 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the 
hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told them to you. 

The Hatred of the World 

1. It hated Jesus before us. 
 

2. The world loves sin and their own. 
 

3. The world hates us because we belong to Jesus. 
 

4. The world is guilty of rejecting the revelation of God. 
 

5.  Practical atheism.  
 

The Focus During Suffering 

1. Remember Jesus was hated first. 
 

2. Remember Jesus chose you. 
 

3. Remember Jesus’ words. 
 

4. Remember Jesus is the reason for rejection or acceptance. 
 

5. Remember the Holy Spirit points us to Jesus.  
 

6. The key to perseverance: remember Jesus.   
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 The Father's Love 
By Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro  
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As you go through your week, how often do you consider the love the Father has 

for us? Have you considered that at one time, we were children of wrath 

(Ephesians 2:3) who hated righteousness, ran from God at every chance (Romans 

3:9-12,) and  ignored the obvious signs of God in creation (Romans 1:18-23)?  

Have you considered that God knew this about us, yet He loved us? He wasn’t 

blind to the darkness of the sin in our heart, our thirst for evil.  He saw all of that 

and yet adopted us as His children, made us right with Him by the blood of his 

Son and gave us His spirit as a seal for all eternity? Have you marveled at the fact 

that the Lord did this because before time began, He loved you?  

 You see, the kind of love God has for us, the quality of love can be seen not just 

simply at the act of the cross but the quality of people He sent Jesus for. We had 

nothing to give to the Lord. There was no goodness or talents the Lord needed 

and the only thing we contributed to our salvation is our sin. Yet, knowing all 

these things the Lord chose to love us in spite of ourselves. Our status as children 

of God should cause us to worship our God because once we were lost, children 

of wrath, stumbling in the darkness, and now we are children of God, secure for 

all eternity in the Father’s embrace. May your hope this week not be in how well 

you do or not do performing for God but may you live remembering that you are 

a child of God who God chose to love, give us faith and salvation, and will one 

day reveal Himself to us in eternity.  

 

1 John 3:1-3 ESV 
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we 

are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s 

children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 

shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 

 

Youth Fundraiser 
 

Interested in supporting the Youth Ministry and helping the environment?  The Youth are 
collecting empty ink cartridges or toners from your computer printer for recycling to support 
their various activities.  You may drop off your empty cartridges in the l ime green plastic bin 
by the door in the sanctuary.  Thank you! 
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VIF Property & Construction Development Meetings 
So much seems to be happening at a fast pace that we will 
need to call for 3 meetings during the next few weeks.  
Please mark your calendar with these dates: July 6th, July 
20th, and August 3rd.   All of these dates are on Sundays and 
will be held during our Sunday evening services (6 PM to 7 
PM) in our church sanctuary on High Street. 

On July 6 & 20, we will be holding “Listening Sessions” for 
the entire church.  These “Listening Sessions” are being 
called because we have to begin to make decisions about 
financing the construction of the building that we have 
gotten the building permit for.  It has taken a lot of hard 
work, sacrifice, and patience in arriving at this point.   

There are two reasons for holding two “Listening Sessions."  
First, we are wanting as many of our members to get 
involved in the decision making process.  The second 
reason, we want to answer as many questions as possible.  
We want you to be fully informed so that as you pray with 
knowledge and understanding, that you will pray for God’s  

 

As Christians and Citizens of the United States of America, it is our duty and 
responsibility to vote.  The State of Hawaii has the lowest voter turn-out in the 
nation.  We need to do our best to turn that around.  Therefore, we want to 
encourage everyone who attends Valley Isle Fellowship and is eligible to vote to 
register to vote and to vote in both the Primary and General Elections.   

Enclosed in today’s Newsletter is a copy of the State of Hawaii’s Voter Registration 
& Permanent Absentee Form.  Please read the instructions carefully and fill out the 
form correctly.  If you need any help in filling this out, please see us and we will help 
you to get it filled out correctly.  We also want to encourage you to sign up for 
Permanent Absentee Voting.  This will mean that your ballots will be sent to you in 
advance.  You will then have an opportunity to study issues and pray about which 
candidates God would have you to vote for.  You can even take the opportunity to 
talk with close friends and family if you have any questions.   

 

REMEMBER, you cannot exercise your right and responsibility to vote if you do not 

Register.  Please take this opportunity to Register to Vote. 

 

Voter Registration 

  

PHOTO DIRECTORY PICTURE TAKING TODAY!!! 

 
Erin will be taking pictures after both AM services TODAY!  This will be the last opportunity to get a picture in 
the directory.  Please help us make this possible!  Thank you! 

will to be revealed and not for what might seem right in 
man’s eyes.  It is so important that we be unified around 
God’s desire for VIF. 

Then, on Sunday, August 3rd, we will once again meet in 
order to vote on a course of action. 

Several different conversations have been taking place.  
Several parties are expressing interest in some of our assets 
and we will be letting you know about all of these 
possibilities in the weeks ahead.  We want to have open 
conversations, but before developing opinions we would like 
you to get all of the information possible.  We will be using 
our newsletter and these meetings to get all of this 
information out to you.  You can also call me (419-8100) if 
you have any questions.  Miscommunication because of 
partial info and misunderstanding can really play into the 
hands of these decisions. 

God bless you all and let’s remember to keep each other in 
prayer. 

 

Attention ALL Youth & Youth Parents 

 
Youth Bible Study on Wednesday, June 25th and Youth Sunday School on Sunday, June 29th has been 
cancelled.  Please spread the word to those who may not see this announcement.  Thank you!  
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Valley Isle Fellowship is blessed of God in so many ways.  One of those blessings is the way that He has provided for us 

financially.  With all that has gone on in VIF over the past few years, we are still debt free with a good cash flow.   

We are now at the point of having to determine how we are going to finance the construction of the building that we 

have been long dreaming of.  In another few weeks, the construction of the Water System that we need will be completed 

and paid for.  We will still be debt free at that point. 

A problem that we face at the conclusion of that Water Project will be that we would have expended all of the monies 

that we raised for the building of our church.  However, although we will be cash poor, we are land rich.  This gives us 

several options that we need to consider. 

This is a time to be excited over seeing how God desires to see all of this handled.  The capability and resources to do all 

that God desires of us are in our hands.  We just need to determine what God’s will and desire is for VIF. 

Here are some of the possibilities: 

  1. Sell the High Street Properties. 

  2. Sell 10 acres in Waikapu.  (This would be the bottom 10 acres.  We would build on the top 15.) 

  3. Take out a Loan. 

  4. Do another Capitol Fund Raising Campaign. 

  5. Sell 15 acres in Waikapu.  (This would be the top 15 acres.  We would build on the bottom 10.) 

  6. Sell all properties on High Street & Waikapu and buy something else. 

  7. A combination of the above. 

As you can see, we have a lot of options.  Some of these options might sound very foolish.  This is why we really need to 

be a people of prayer so that we can determine God’s will for VIF.  Sometimes, God’s will and desire can be the options 

that seem most foolish as we try to think about them in human terms.  For instance, to Jesus’ Disciples, Jesus being taken 

away from them through crucifixion seemed to the worst of ideas.  However, this was God’s perfect plan.  We will not 

know what God’s desire is until we spend time in prayer about all of these options and allow Him to speak and have His 

way in our lives. 

 

Construction Financing Options for VIF 



 
 
  

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean our church facilities on 
High Street.  Tasks include: 

 Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
 1.  Vacuum floors 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 3.  Straighten room/dust as needed 

 Annex Big Room 
 1.  Vacuum floor 
 2.  Empty rubbish containers 
 
Please call or email the church office if you'd like to help.  We ask 
that you choose one day of the following: Thursday, Friday, OR 
Saturday of the week that you are able to volunteer to do the work.  

If three people were to volunteer each week, it would take only about 
an hour or so to complete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and honor to the Lord.  Please 
pray about this need.  

We are in great need of help for the 3rd and 4th weeks of 
September, October, November, and December.  

 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of June 26-28 
Shum 

Week of July 3-5 
Blando 

Week of July 10-12 
Waki, Hashimoto 

 

 

 

Schedule 
Today  

June 22, 2014 

Team 2 

Joycelyn Kiaha 
Marion Kimura 

Elaine Yamasaki 
Avery Yamada 

Zachary Yamada 
Kaiani Kiaha 
Daniel Olaso 

 

 

Next Week 

June 29, 2014 

Team 3 

Gretel Saraos 

Rosie Quenga 

Vicky Quenga 

Daniel Quenga 

Shalia Mendez 

Danica Cooley 

Dyllan Caoile 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

Lord I Need You 
 

Cornerstone 
 

You Are Good 
 



 
 
              

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2014 

 

4 Independence Day (Office Closed) 

 
6 AM - Pastor Darren - John 16:16-33 
 PM - VIF Property & Construction Development 
  Meeting 1 

 
12 "G" Force 

 
13 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 17:1-26 
 PM - Pastor Darren - The Importance of our  
  Affiliations 

 
20 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 18:1-14 
 PM - VIF Property & Construction Development 
  Meeting 2 

 
27 AM - Pastor Darren - John 18:15-40 
 PM - Pastor Stephen 

 
28 Surf Ministry - Kalama Beach 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

June 2014 

 
22 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 15:18-16:4 
 PM - A Night For All Nations 

 
23 Pastor Stephen - Out of the Office 

 
29 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 16:5-15 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy - The Family 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: pdarrenvif@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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