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Unawareness Will Mean Devastating Defeat
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

For many Christians throughout America today, they 
are unaware that a battle for the soul of America 

and the world is fully under way.  Last week this be-
came very evident to me as a leading politician, a Dem-
ocratic candidate for the President of the United States, 
and one who continues to try to revolutionize our coun-
try, attacked a candidate for the deputy director of the 

White House Office of 
Management and Bud-
get because of his Chris-
tian faith.  I have read 
a few news articles and 
have watched a video 
(https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=jjQSwYV5Qzs) of the exchange.  To say 
the least, I am shocked at the amount of hate leveled at 
our Christian faith.  Our love, loyalty, and obedience to 
Jesus Christ is being ridiculed and attacked in the pub-
lic square in ways that come close to those who face 
the most hideous kinds of persecution and intolerance 
in 3rd world countries.  However, Russell Vought’s re-
sponse to Senator Bernie Sanders from Vermont was 
measured but kind.  

Ever since I came as the Pastor of Valley Isle Fellowship 
in 2011, I have warned that a day is coming when our 
faith will not only be questioned but also attacked and 
that day has arrived.  I also have been trying to prepare 
you how we should respond in the midst of this kind of 
attack.  We need to be as wise as serpent but as harmless 
as doves.  Although Mr. Vought’s response carried the 
character that I believe all Christians should have in the 
midst of an attack, I also want to learn how we can make 
better use of situations like this to bring greater glory 
and honor to the Lord.

In my opinion, this could have been a great opportunity 
to proclaim the gospel message of Jesus Christ.  This 
could have been a time when Mr. Vought could have said 
that John 3:16 said that “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His one and only Son.  That whosever be-

lieveth in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.”  This means that God died for the Muslims, the 
Buddhist, the Hindus, and all the people of the world, but 
His forgiveness is granted only to those who believe in 
Him.  Therefore, it is out of much love and compassion 
that we warn people of the danger of eternal judgment 
and condemnation that lies ahead of them.  It would be 
the most hateful thing to know of a danger and not to 
warn someone of that danger.  

We, who believe in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, are be-
ing branded as hate mongers and 
as people who have no respect 
for people of other faiths and 
other beliefs.  I want urge you 
that through our love and faith 
in Jesus Christ, we need to live 

lives that prove that those who are doing the branding are 
wrong.  We know that they are the ones who are actually 
the hate mongers and those of disrespect AND we have 
to love them and pray for their salvation.  They really do 
face the fires of hell and eternal condemnation.  When-
ever people attack us for our faith in Jesus, we need to 
respond to them in the way Jesus would respond.

Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, this article is not 
meant to build up hate and disrespect for Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers or anyone else like him, but rather to build so much 
concern for him that you will earnestly be praying for his 
genuine salvation.  Please pray daily for him because if he 
does not repent he will face eternal condemnation.  This is 
a fact  that  should  grieve us.   However,  we also  need to 
                                                              (continued on next page)
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be aware that there are many others, people who we are related to, work with, live next door to, people who we 
care about that are also facing this same condemnation.  We need to live in a way that allows the love and grace 
of Jesus to flow out of our lives and that would draw them to Jesus Christ.

This coming weekend, we will be having the opportunity to invite our friends and neighbors to our big celebra-
tion.  Let’s remember that these new facilities are not what it’s all about.  Itʻs all about Jesus and we need to be 
lifting Him up and praising Him.  Thank you for taking the time to read this, now let’s go forward and live it.  
God bless you all.

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

Come find out how
YOU can be involved . . .

Next planning meeting
Saturday, July 8

6:30 p.m.

For more information contact
Steffen Yamada @ 264-0397

Give Thanks Celebration
Always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 5:20 NCV
SATURDAY, June 24, 2017
COMMUNITY GATHERING

10am - 12noon
Letʻs gather with our neighbors and friends to share the Glory 

of God. Get ready to tell the story of His Great 
Faithfulness in your life and in the life of our VIF family.

Expressing Gratitude with and for:
GOD

OLD FRIENDS and FAMILIES of VIF
CONSTRUCTION CREW

COUNTY OFFICIALS
WAILUKU EL

NEW NEIGHBORS

SUNDAY, June 25, 2017
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
9am lunch to follow

We will worship and Praise Him for who He is and what He 
has done from the vision of a new church campus, to the call 
to RISE UP and BUILD, to the completion of the new Worship 
facility Bring a friend to esperience God at VIF. After service 

there will be lunch and 
fellowship.

Expressing Gratitude by:
Worship

Fellowship
God Centered Relationships

________________________________________________________________________________________
Feel God pulling you into deeper fellowship 

with the family?
Wondering how He could use you to 

LOVE GOD, 
LOVE HIS CHURCH, 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES         SMALL GROUPS          MISSIONS

PARKING          DECORATIONS          SETUP/BREAKDOWN

Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get plugged in!

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~



Fathers: Needed!
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Years ago, I heard an African American leader say that the biggest problem in black communities all across our na-
tion was the epidemic of “absentee fathers.”  I believe that this is not only a problem in black America but in all of 
America.  In churches all across our nation we see the lack of male leadership (fathers) and this is one of the main 
reasons that our churches are not the dynamic churches that our Lord desires.  

On this Father’s Day of 2017, I want to challenge the fathers of our church to rise up and to be a part of the answer 
to the problems of our communities.  By being absent and derelict in our duties to our families, we actually become 
a contributory factor in the problems that surround us.  When fathers rise up and fulfill their responsibilities to their 
families they actually become a big factor in resolving the problems of our communities.

The composer of the hymn, Rise Up O Men of God, wrote: “Rise up O men of God, Have done with lesser things.  
Give heart and soul and mind and strength, To serve the King of Kings, To serve the King of Kings.  Rise up O men 
of God, The Church for you doth wait. Send forth to serve the needs of men.  In Christ our strength is great, In Christ 
our strength is great.”  Imagine the day when we men of God will rise up and become all that God desires of us.  
Imagine the day when we become the fathers that He equips us to be.

I know that as I repent of my failings, the Lord has wrapped me up in His arms of Love and He tells me how much He 
loves me and that I truly am forgiven.  Forgiven and then empowered to correct the mistakes that I have made.  This 
is what Jesus does for all of us.  The devil, on the other hand, wants us to feel guilty and so despondent that we begin 
to feel that there is no hope at all.  We need each other, men of Valley Isle Fellowship!  We need to lovingly confront 
each other and then we need to encourage each other to be the Men of God that He desires us to be.  

On this Father’s Day, I want to wish you a Happy Father’s Day, but to also challenge you to join me as 
we Rise Up to be the Men of God that He desires.  God bless you all!
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Dear People of Valley Isle Fellowship:  Josef Shum, one of our young people, is desiring to 
fulfill his Eagle Scout requirements by building a project that would benefit VIF for many years 
to come.  He describes his project below and I want to encourage you to give to him personally.  
This will not be a tax deductible gift, but it is well worth your sacrificial contributions.  As a 
church, we are already helping and Josef needs your help to complete the financial needs of this 

project.  God bless you as you respond to God’s call to help Josef.

Hello, my name is Josef Shum and I am in the preparation stages of conducting my Eagle Scout project. My project 
is a baptismal amphitheater which I plan to construct on our church property. I have wanted to do this project for a 
while because I wanted to make something beautiful for the church to have and use. Currently, when our members 
get baptized, there is a crowd gathered around a tub somewhere on the property. It is easy for those in the first and 
second row of people, but for those in the back it may be a little hard. With that in mind, my project would make it 
easy for all to witness a baptism without having to “tippy-toe”. Not only will this project be used for baptisms, but 
it can also be used for other outdoor events as the baptistry is portable and removable from the stage. The amphi-
theater will have four levels of seating and at the bottom of it will be a stage where the baptisms will take place. 
A big part of my project is not only planning and conducting my project, but getting funds to do so. I already have 
most of the cost covered, but I need an additional $2000 to cover the remaining cost. With that said, I would like to 
ask for your monetary support. A donation in any amount would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for helping me 
in making my project a reality. 

Note: If writing a check please make checks payable to Mansueta Jeannette Shum with Note “Josefʻs Eagle Scout Project”



Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, June 18   Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
         Jaydee G, Jules G, Christine B
  June 25        Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra 
       S, Danae O
  July 2    Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F,
        Melanie F, Marion K 
  July 9      Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal  
        AV

Waikapu Cleaning Schedule

Week of June 22-24
Give Thanks Celebration

Everyone

Week of June 29-July 1
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of July 6-8
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimi F, Loida P, Ruth M

Week of July 13-15
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N, Ken S

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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Coffee Bar      
Ministry

Part-time
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

Requirement
A heart to love and serve God

Job Description
Set-up/Host/Clean-up

Benefits
Joy and Fellowship

Contact
Rosy Olaso (244-8185)

Set-up help needed for the 

Give Thanks! Celebration weekend

Friday, June 23rd

4:30 p.m. 
(or whenever 

you can arrive)

Help is needed to clean the church and 
set up the tents. Please bring vacuums, tools, 

and cleaning supplies.

Dinner will be provided. 



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Prime Minister Simon William English of 
New Zealand.
*Libyan Arabs of Libya and Northern Africa (LIH-bee-un) - 
According to Open Doors online, there are a small number of 
Libyan believers who are meeting together to worship! Praise 
God for these brothers and sisters. Ask the Lord to give them 
wisdom and boldness as they live out their faith in a hostile en-
vironment. Ask Him to pour out the Holy Spirit on them and to 
comfort them, as they feel alone and often forgotten. Matthew 
9:37-38 (ESV) states: “Then he [Jesus] said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.’” Plead with God to raise up harvest laborers inside 
and outside of Libya who will work earnestly for God among 
the Libyan people.
* South Asian Peoples-Manju*, a Muslim-background believ-
ing woman in central India, is a bold evangelist in her communi-
ty. She and her husband have been praying specifically for their 
relatives, lovingly serving them in various ways, and sharing 
truth with them. Several relatives have been saved over the past 
year, many who used to persecute this couple for not follow-
ing Muslim law. Over the past few months, Manju has led her 
mother-in-law and two sisters-in-law to faith in Christ. These 
women have said that the Quran has no hope to offer them, and 
they now realize that only Jesus is the holy God who can save. 
These women meet on Fridays with their new house church of 
believers (including the men), and several days a week just the 
women meet, because they are so hungry to learn more of the 
Word. Pray for this group of Muslim-background believers to 
proclaim the gospel boldly, and pray for more churches like 
theirs to spread through the Muslim communities in their state. 
(*name changed)

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Pray for physical health in our family, as we have some 
pressing needs for healing.  Joe and Suzanne Miller

Crossover Phoenix brings the added dimension of a 
city-wide crusade with Harvest America as the cul-
minating event for Crossover Saturday.  Pray for the 
thousands of gospel conversations that will take place 
during Crossover 2017 in Phoenix, the host city for the 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them and 
their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests or on 

their birthdays.

Bart Physioc
10 Perry Circle Apt. D
Annapolis, MD 21402
Bart Physioc is a chaplain serving the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Md. Pray for the U.S. Naval Academy Chapel 
community to effectively reach out to incoming “plebes” 
(first year Midshipmen), who will have the opportunity to 
attend Sunday chapel services for the first time on 2 July. 
Ask for God to lead members of the chapel to serve as Mid-
shipmen sponsors, especially to the incoming plebes, and to 
build a faith community that focuses on loving, learning and 
leading according to the Great Commandment and Great 
Commission.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

June 2017
 18 Fatherʻs Day

 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     19-23  MCBA Childrenʻs Camp @ Camp Keanae

     19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

     21 6:30 pm - Youth Night

     23 4:30 pm - Give Thank Celebration Set-up

     24 10-12 noon - Give Thanks Celebration Community 
  Gathering

     25 9 am - Give Thanks Celebration Family Fellowship
 NO Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    28 6:30 pm - Youth Night

July 2017
    2 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    4 Independence Day - Office CLOSED

    5 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    8 6:30 p.m. - VBS Team Meeting

    9 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon - Trustees Meeting  
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 10-14 Vacation Bible School - 8-11:30 am
 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    12 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    16 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



How Do You See God?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

Exodus 34: 6-7 (ESV):   6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the 
third and the fourth generation.” 

1.  Merciful and Gracious.
 •  Merciful: A feeling of _______________.
 •  Gracious: the ___________ you take.
 •  God _________ His people’s pain and He ____________ on their behalf.

2.  Slow to Anger and Steadfast Love.
 •  His love does not _____________ his anger; but it makes him slow to it. 
 •  It doesn’t ___________ based on His __________ or how ___________ we are.

3.  How you see God is ______________ in how you _________ your life.
 •  How you live your life is what you _____________________________.

Notes: 
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