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A Tight Hold on Loving Jesus Carries You Through Times of Crisis 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
“Romans 8:28 (NLT) And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who 

love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”  This passage is a powerful key in facing any crisis 

that may confront you.  The key is found in the last part of this verse.  “…those who love God and are called 

according to His purpose for them.” 

During a time of crisis, whether it be personal or community 
wide, loving Jesus with all of our hearts, minds, and souls 
needs to translate into trusting Him with all of our lives.  
Finally, this must be demonstrated in lovingly obeying Jesus in 
all that He instructs us to do, even though it does not seem 
logical or even desirous for us to do.  He is the commander and 
we are not.  We are the one to take the orders not the ones 
giving it out. 
 
The second part of this statement says, “…are called according 
to His purpose for them.”  This tells me that we are supposed 
to fulfill His purposes for us.  His purpose is that we love Him 
so much that we become like a signpost pointing all around us 
to Jesus.  Jesus is the answer to every situation that would 
challenge us.  Therefore, how can we point people to Jesus if 
we are not living the way He would desire us to?  By lovingly 
doing all that He desires of us, we would be a signpost pointing 
in the right direction, but we would also be a living example of 
how to do it. 
 
Therefore, by doing these two things, then “…God causes 
everything to work together for the good…”  This is when the 
worst day of your life can be a glorious day when you place it 
in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The most devastating 
challenges can become the most awesome experiences when 
you view it through the eyes of Jesus.  You see, when Jesus 
was crucified, this was the most powerful day of His life as He 
became the Savior of the world.  Therefore, a tight hold on 
loving Jesus Christ through times of crisis is not only the 
Christian thing to do, 
but  it  is  the  most 
powerful  thing that 
you can do.  I want to 
encourage  you  to 
love Jesus with all of 
your heart, mind, and 
soul even during the 
most challenging and 
painful times of your 
life. 
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First, this portion of the passage starts with “those who love 
God…”  Loving God in this passage also means trusting God.  
Loving and trusting God is pivotal in addressing the many crises 
that can, and will, fall upon us.  Loving Jesus means that no 
matter how severe and agonizing the crisis may be, you will 
trust in Him.  You will then be obedient to Him.  Being obedient 
to the Lord in a time of crisis is critical. 
 
Years ago, when Hurricane Andrew struck Florida and Hurricane 
Iniki struck Kauai, I experienced the importance of obedience to 
a command structure that can be trusted.  While serving on a 
relief team in Miami following Andrew, we discovered that Iniki 
was threatening Hawaii.  Our team watched with great interest 
as we saw the news reports on Iniki taking aim on Kauai and 
striking a devastating blow.  In conversations with my team, it 
was decided that I would leave the team in Miami and head 
straight to Kauai.   
 
I saw a disturbing principle in both Miami and Kauai.  As 
Federal, State, and County government agencies all flooded in 
to help with the relief efforts, it soon became clear that chaos 
and confusion was the common condition as all of these 
agencies fought to better the other agencies.  Each agency was 
fighting for their control of the situation.  The agency that we 
went to Miami with had assigned us to go into the devastation 
zone.  Therefore, upon arriving in Miami we went to one of the 
Command Centers near the Homestead vicinity.  However, 
within a few hours of arriving, another agency decided that we 
were to be reassigned to another command center located at 
the airport in Miami.  The first assignment was aimed at us 
working with 1st responders and victims.  The new assignment 
called for us to work with those who had important, yet behind 
the scenes tasks.  Our team would have desired to stay with the 
1st assignment, but we were not the ones giving the orders.  
Imagine the vast chaos if we began to fight against the orders 
that were being given to us.  All of the agencies struggling 
against each other, and now the volunteers of a particular 
agency, fighting against the orders given to them by their 
commanders.  All of the clear needs that surrounded us would 
never have gotten met and similar things were happening on 
Kauai as well. 



 

 

 
The Wonder Of The Richness Of God’s Kindness 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
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Romans 2:4 
 
4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance? 
 
Have you ever thought about this verse? It speaks to a 
fundamental truth about repentance that I believe Christians 
routinely forget. Namely, that it is not rules, regulations, guilt, 
wrath and anger that leads us to repentance but a glimpse, a 
taste of and an experience of the riches of God’s kindness, 
forbearance and patience. That seems wrongheaded at its 
premise because in our own experience with our parents, or 
authority figures in our lives, it is fear, guilt and shame that 
motivates us to admitting our guilt and repenting. But Paul is 
getting at something deeper than the impetus of fearing God’s 
punishment, shame over our failures and guilt over our 
brokenness…No, because what Paul is saying is this: at the very 
genesis of a desire to repent is the experience of “the riches of 
his kindness and forbearance and patience…”  In other words, 
those that have never tasted and seen that the Lord is good as 
the psalmist in Psalm 34:8 said “Oh, taste and see that the 
LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!” 
can actually repent, biblically, because the prerequisite of 
sorrow over the loss of tasting and seeing the goodness of God 
is missing, they won’t repent. Unless they experience the 
supreme joy of God, they won’t understand the horror of 
choosing anything lesser than God to worship. Why would 
anyone have sorrow over the loss of something they don’t 
treasure? How could anyone understand the foolishness of sin 
if they don’t believe Jesus is the most valuable and glorious 
person? Therefore, the only ones who repent at salvation AND 
those that keep repenting during the course of their Christian 
lives are only those that taste and see that the Lord is good and 
then in response to knowing that truth and wanting more, 
recognize the foolishness and suicidal impulse to sin and cry 
out to the Lord.  
 
So, delight in the Lord is absolutely essential to our 
sanctification/growing in holiness.  Only those that experience 
the beauty of Jesus are really horrified with the ugliness and 
darkness of their own sin. And if the ugliness and darkness of 
our sin is not contrasted with the goodness of God, our sin will 
not seem so bad and we will grow cozy with our own 
brokenness rather than delighting in God’s perfection.  
 
We cannot beat ourselves up, guilt ourselves enough or make 

rules specific enough to create in us the same repulsion over 
sin that an experience of joy/love in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ creates in the believer. Many of us struggle with 
sin because our hearts don’t know the goodness of God. The 
experience in our souls of our Heavenly Father’s goodness, 
kindness, forbearance and patience through the person of 
Jesus Christ will awaken our taste buds for God that the 
psalmist (Psalm 34:8) speaks about and Paul (Romans 2:4) 
explains to us.  
 
John Piper makes this point as he discusses it in God Is The 
Gospel: David Brainerd was a young missionary to Native 
Americans, who died at the age of 29 in 1747. After his death, 
Jonathan Edwards, a pastor friend published his journal. On 
August 9, 1745 Brainerd preached to the Native American tribe 
of Crossweeksung, New Jersey and made this observation: 
there were many tears among them while I was discoursing 
publicly…some were much affected with a few words spoken to 
them in a powerful manner, which causes the persons to cry out 
in anguish of soul, although I spoke not a word of terror, but on 
the contrary, set before the fullness and all-sufficiency of 
Christ’s merits, and his willingness to save all that come to him; 
and thereupon pressed them to come without delay…  
 
Again on November 30 that same year he preached on Luke 
16:19-26 concerning the rich man and Lazarus: the Word made 
powerful impressions upon many in the assembly, especially 
while I discoursed of the blessedness of Lazarus “in Abraham’s 
bosom” (Luke 16:22). This, I could perceive, affected them much 
more than what I spoke of the rich man’s misery and torments. 
And thus it has been usually with them…they have almost 
always appeared much more affected with the comfortable 
than the dreadful truths of God’s Word. And that which has 
distressed many of them under convictions, is that they found 
they wanted (=lacked), and could not obtain, the happiness of 
the godly. 
 
In closing, what I’m arguing from the scripture and this 
testimony is not that we avoid the hard truths of sin, death and 
hell but that we would contrast them with the kindness, 
forbearance, patience, grace, mercy and especially the love of 
God when we talk to others (both Christians and non-
Christians) about God. May we remember the sweetness and 
beauty of God as we strive to live out our faith because that 
will be the only thing that sustains us in good and bad. Amen.  
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Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0529 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

Fourth of July Picnic 
Saturday, July 4th  

10AM-1PM 
 

Come and join in the fun and fellowship! We will be gathering at the 

lower side of Keopuolani Park by the keiki playground. Bring your 

own blankets/chairs. 
 

Pot luck with hot dogs, hamburgers, side dishes, and desserts. All the 

good kine church picnic stuffs!  Drinks/papergoods will be provided.  
 

Sign-up sheet will be in the back of the church. 
 

Games for all ages. Get ready to play!! 
 

Here’s an opportunity to share His blessings: bring Healthy FOOD 
ITEMS to restock the VIF food pantry.  
 

If you have any questions or have a desire to help out, please contact 
Vince Bagoyo 357-3842. 
 

  SEE YOU THERE for the fellowship and building of relationships!! 
 

A Psalm for giving thanks. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 

earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with 

singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we 

are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates 

with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; 

bless his name! For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of June 18-20 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of June 25-27 
Endo, Takaki,  

Yamasaki 
 

 
Week of July 9-11 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Week of July 16-18 
Volunteers Needed 

Unfortunately, due to 
circumstances beyond our 
control, Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is cancelled at 
VIF  th i s  su mm e r .  
However, Kahului Baptist 
will be having VBS. 
 

If you are interested in helping them with 
their VBS, or enrolling children, you can 
contact the office at 877-0795 and talk 
with Lynn.  If she is not in the office, 
please  leave a message. 
 

Kahului Baptist Church 
Vacation Bible School 

July 6th—8th 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Call 877-0795 to sign-up 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together in prayer 
Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm (High St Sanctu-

ary) 
 

Gather together to pray for God to move within ourselves, 
our church, community, nation and world.  Please join us 

for these very powerful times with the Lord and our broth-
ers and sisters. 

  

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service (no childcare) 

 

 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  
(High St Property) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

text @mrvif to 81010 

Be in the know.  Join our text alerts. 

 

Please pray for Destin 

Olaso as he prepares to 

go to Slovakia with 

NavMissions from June 

18th to July 14th. 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

June 2015 
   

 14 9 am - Pastor Jeremy 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  5 pm - Graduation Celebration & Camp Report 
 

 15 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 
 17 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
  

 21 9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  6 pm - Pastor Jeremy 
 

 22 Children’s Camp—Keanae (Leave) 
  10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 23 Children’s Camp - Keanae 
 

 24 Children’s Camp - Keanae 
  6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 25 Children’s Camp - Keanae 
 

 26 Children’s Camp - Keanae (Return) 
 

 28 9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  6 pm - Pastor Darren 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 
 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 

 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 
Nothing Ever Could Separate Us 

Better Than Life 

My Heart is Yours 

Pastor Stephen will be on 
vacation from  

August 8th—19th 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
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Series: The Practicality of Love (1 John 3) 

Part III: Vertical and Horizontal Love 
Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

1 John 3:11-24 (ESV) 
11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 12 We should 

not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own 
deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14 We know 
that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 
15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s 
love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20 for whenever our heart 
condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, 
we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in 
him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 

 

1. Contrast between the people of ________ and the people of the __________. (11-15) 

a. Family of God: characterized by ________ and the family of the Devil: characterized by 

_________. 

b. What is the __________ of your life? 

2. The example of _________: Jesus (vs. 16-18)  

a. The direction of _________ is always ________ down and ___________ out… 

b. A lack of ______________ love reveals the lack of experiencing God’s _____________   

_________. 

i. _____________ love: the overflow joy of God in God that meets the greatest need 

of humans with the greatest joy, Himself. 

ii. _______________ love:  The overflow of joy in God that strives for our greatest 
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Series: The Practicality of Love (1 John 3) 

Part III: Vertical and Horizontal Love 
Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

good.  

c. If you lack the experience of _____________ love, look to __________ and _________. 

3. The _____________ and _____________ of true love grows more spiritual faith.  

a. Faith in the presence and practice of love is assurance and boldness. 

b. Our ___________________ is not about behavior but _______________ and 

_____________. 

c. _______________ love expresses itself in the ___________ meeting of __________. 

 

Notes: 


