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Loving the Lord Jesus Christ with all of 

my heart means that He needs to be 

the all-consuming desire in my life.  It 

needs to overwhelm me to the point 

where He consumes my every desire.  

All of my desires need to be centered in 

giving Him glory and honor.  If any 

desire does not meet that test, then it 

cannot and will not be a part of my life. 

 

Loving the Lord Jesus Christ with all my 

soul means that all that is in me, needs 

to be centered in loving Jesus.  The way 

I dress and clothe myself, needs to 

show that I love Jesus.  This does not 

mean that it needs to be elegant and it 

doesn’t even have to be fashionable.  

However, there needs to be a decency 

that glorifies the Lord.  The way I speak, 

needs to glorify Jesus.  What I eat and 

drink needs to honor Him.  The 

friendships and the motivations for 

those friendships needs to glorify Jesus.  

In other words, all that I am needs to 

glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Loving the Lord Jesus Christ with all my 

mind means that Jesus needs to be the 

filter that I view everything through.  So 

many times my thoughts are being 

filtered by what science, technology, or 

politics say.  There have been times 

when these filters of the world have 

consumed me to the point that they 

ruled over the Word of God.  To love 

Jesus with all my mind, to me means 

that He has control over what I think in 

spite of what the filters of this world 

37Jesus replied, “‘You must love 
the lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your 

mind.’ 38This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39A 

second is equally important: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40The 

entire law and all the demands of 
the prophets are based on these 

two commandments.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This excitement started with a deep 

feeling of guilt.  Guilt that I wasn’t loving 

the Lord my God the way that I was 

supposed to.  I also came to understand 

that the main reason for this lack of love 

was because of my misunderstanding of 

what loving the Lord with all of my 

heart, mind, and soul really meant.  I 

had to be confronted over and over 

again with my ignorance and actually, 

my disobedience. 

 

Pastor Darren and Pastor Jeremy have 

been hammering me about this whole 

“Missional” concept.  As they spoke 

over and over again about how the 

Christian Life is all about the Gospel, it 

finally began to hit me. 

 

 

Jesus with all my mind, to me, means 

that He has control over what I think in 

spite of what the filters of this world 

may say.   

 

In all honesty, loving Jesus like this has 

not happened for me, but I am bound 

and determined to make the change so 

that these qualities will be the major 

and ultimate qualities in my life.  Let 

me take the next few minutes of your 

time to TRY to explain what this will 

look like. 

 

Loving Jesus with all of my heart, soul, 

and mind will mean that I will begin to           

(continued on pg 2) 

You have heard it said that the Word of God is Alive and Powerful.  I want to let you know 
that I am experiencing a renewing and refreshing wind that is getting me really excited.  It 
is coming about with a refreshing and deeper understanding of The Greatest 

Commandment - Matthew 22:37-40. 
 

 

 (continued on pg 2) 
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Don't forget to pick up the form 

to fill out on the back table to 

bring with you! 

desire what Jesus desires.  This will mean putting all of 

my desires under a microscope and examining whether 

they bring glory and honor to Jesus.  If they don’t, I will 

have to yield those desires to Jesus and let Him remove 

them from me.  My toughest job will be obedience to 

Him. 

 

Loving Jesus with all my soul, means that Jesus has to be 

my everything.  I have to begin thinking of how Jesus 

can and will be a part of everything that I think, do, and 

say.  Jesus needs to completely consume me so that it 

would be impossible for me to stop speaking about Him.  

It needs to become so evident that it will be the first 

and last impression that people will have of me.  My 

prayer is that everyone that I meet and talk with will 

say, “Boy!  That guy sure loves Jesus!” 

 

Loving Jesus with all my soul means that people will get 

tired of hearing me say that Jesus is the answer.  He is 

the answer to what I am going to eat for breakfast, 

lunch 
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lunch, and dinner.  Not only do I need to believe this, 

but I need to practice this.  For instance, is Jesus really 

the answer when I get a headache?  Yes, He is!  I can 

pray to Him and follow His instructions.  Is Jesus the 

answer to my broken relationships?  Yes He is!  I can 

pray and do exactly as He instructs.  Is He the answer to 

whether I take this job or that job.  Yes He is!  I need to 

pray and seek His ways, not mine. 

 

I hope you are getting the picture.  It is quite frightening 

to think of all that I need to do.  But, it is also very 

freeing and exciting to think of what the next days, 

months, and years will mean.  All I have to do is to learn 

to love Jesus with all of my heart, soul, and mind.  Then 

everything else will work out.  I must focus on loving 

Jesus in this way.  After all, Jesus means all the world to 

me and I need to show it to all the world.   

 

I would like to invite you to join me in this new and 

exciting journey.  God bless you all. 

 

SPEICAL PM SERVICE TONIGHT!!! 

 

Join us TONIGHT at 5:30pm at the VIF Sanctuary for a special potluck 

dinner and service to recognize our 2014 graduates and hear about 

what God did at Youth Camp!  If you'd like to help with setup and/or 

cleanup, please contact Lyle at 280-4672.  Thank you!  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

AM Service: Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
 

 
 Loving Jesus Opens Up All God Desires For You 

John 14:15-31 NLT 
 

I. Why does God not reveal Himself to the whole world? - John 14:22 

 A. Jesus’ answer: 

  1. John 14:17  

  2. John 14:24  

 B. God reveals Himself to those who love Him. 

  1. John 14:15  

  2. John 14:21  

  3. John 14:23 (NLT)    

  4. John 14:28 (NLT)   

  5. God’s perspective –  

   a. John 14:24 

   b. Matthew 7:6  
 

II. The Lord blesses those who love Him. 

 A. Gives you the Holy Spirit – John 14:16-17 & 26 

  1. v. 16 - He is an Advocate 

  2. v. 17 - He will lead you into all Truth 

  3. v. 17 - He lives with and  in you 

  4. v. 26 - He will teach you everything 

  5. v. 26 - He will remind you of everything He has told you 

 B. Gives you more than the Holy Spirit – John 14:18-19, 25, & 27 

  1. He will not abandon you like orphans – v. 18 

  2. We will see Him, although the world cannot – v. 19 

  3. Since He lives we will live – v. 19 

  4. Telling us all of this  before hand so that we will know the truth – vs. 25 & 29 

  5. He will give us peace of mind so there is no need to be troubled or afraid – v. 27 
 

III. The Lord carries out His plan through those who love Him. 

 A. Jesus submits to the Father so that the world will know that He loves the Father. 

 B. Jesus was not worried about the ruler of this world. 

 C. We need to submit to Jesus so that the world will know that we love Jesus. 

 D. Through loving submission we carry out God’s plan through-out the world. 
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12 I am writing to you, little children,  
because your sins are forgiven for his name’s sake.  

Verse 12: Do we understand that as children of God we 
have been forgiven not because of us but because of Jesus? 
It wasn’t for you but Jesus’ namesake? 
 

13 I am writing to you, fathers,  
because you know him who is from the beginning.  

  I am writing to you, young men,  
because you have overcome the evil one.  

  I write to you, children,  
because you know the Father.  

Verse 13: Do we understand that we know God, the one 
who created all things? Do we understand that because of 
Jesus, we have overcome evil by His blood? Do you believe 
and cherish the fact that you are a child of God? That God is 
our Heavenly Father who loves us? 
 

 14  I write to you, fathers,  
because you know him who is from the beginning.  

  I write to you, young men,  
because you are strong,  
and the word of God abides in you,  
and you have overcome the evil one. 

Verse 14: Do we understand that because of the Holy 
Spirit’s living in us (abiding in us) and empowering us, we 
have overcome the evil one (because of our certain victory 
in the end) and the power to overcome the evil one’s 
temptations and lies today? 

 

 The Reality of Sin and the Upward Walk of Faith 
By Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

 
 
 

Below are some thoughts that I wanted to share from my daily Bible reading. I hope that they are an encouragement to 
think about Jesus and to reflect on who we are as Christians.  

 

1 John 2:7-11 - 7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the 

beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 At the same time, it is a new commandment that I 

am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already 

shining. 9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 10 Whoever loves his brother abides in 

the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the 

darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  
 

I’ve been reading through 1 John with a couple of guys and 

today I was reading this passage and the  passage made me 

pause and think about what John was saying here. Verses 7-

8 made me think about John 8:12 where Jesus proclaims He 

is the light of the world and that through us, the church, His 

light is shining and advancing into the darkness. Whether 

it’s the darkness of unreached people groups or the 

darkness in our lives, the light of the world keeps shining 

into darkness and advancing.  The light of the world will one 

day claim absolute victory when all darkness will pass away.  

I was struck by verses 9-11 which reminds us that we must 

not live in darkness and if we allow hate to fester in our 

hearts, we can have assurance that Jesus is not leading us. 

In fact we can have the assurance that we are guiding 

ourselves in darkness.  It’s like blind men walking in a dark 

room,  stumbling around trying to find the door.  When we 

choose to hate 

 

 

 

choose to hate and fester in un-forgiveness, we are 

blinded by our hate. But the cool thing about this passage 

is that the author includes the solution right after these 

verses in 1 John 2:12-14.  

I’ve written the verses from 1 John 2:12-14 below and 

across from each verse I’ve included rhetorical questions 

that must root every believer’s walking away from sin. 

Why did I write it this way? I’m glad you asked! Whenever 

we sin, it is not something that we just do. Our sinful flesh 

has already done the ground work of attacking the 

foundation of our beliefs in order for us to disbelieve the 

testimony of God and instead believe the lies of Satan. Let 

me put it another way: There are foundational truths that 

we stop believing about God and ourselves before we ever 

sin and the author here walks the reader through the 

reciting and remembrance of these foundational truths.  
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Pastor Stephen would like to inform all of you that he will be off-island on June 10th and June 23rd.  
Thank you and God Bless! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Night for All Nations 
Megan Motonaga will hosting be a Missions Night on June 22nd 
at the VIF Sanctuary before leaving for her mission trip to 
Bangladesh.  The night will begin with dinner at 5:30pm with 
worship, testimony, a message on missions, and prayer to 
follow.  We hope you can join us for this awesome Night for All 
Nations.   
 

Basketball MAUI 
Summer is here and that means it's time to register your son and/or 
daughter for the basketballMAUI basketball camp, June 23-27. We have 
two age groups this year, with three locations: Lahaina Civic Center and 
Kamehameha School in Pukalani for the 7-13 year olds and War Memorial 
Gym in Wailuku for the 14-19 year olds. Camp is very affordable at just 
$99.00, but if that is a hardship, there are scholarships available.  To 
register visit our website at: www.basketballmaui.com/camp. You will find 
more information and be able to print registration forms.  There is bus 
transportation from two locations in Kihei and from the War Memorial 
Gym to Kamehameha. Sign up now to secure a spot at camp. 
 

Thank you to all who have been confirming contact information and 
submitting photos.  We will be accepting photos until June 15th.  
You can email photos to vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com, put them in the 
large envelope on the back table at our Sunday AM Services, or put 
them in the secretary box at the VIF office.  For those who have not 
confirmed contact info, it would be greatly appreciated if you would 
do so by email, phone, or filling out an orange form by June 15th - 
even if you think your contact information is current, we would love 
to hear from you to verify your information.  Thank you so much! 
 

VIF Photo Directory 

A Note From Pastor Stephen 

http://www.basketballmaui.com/camp


  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
Since we will not be able to host VBS at Valley Isle Fellowship this year, below are other VBS opportunities.  
You can find registration forms on the back table during our Sunday Worship Services.   
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For Children: 

Completing Preschool - 8th Grade 

 

Special Note: 

Friday night is a family night that 

starts at 6:30pm 

 

 

Pukalani Baptist Church 

Vacation Bible School 2014 
 

June 23-27  5:00pm-7:30pm 
*Dinner Provided* 

 Location: 

Pukalani Baptist Church 

4 Loha St. Pukalani, HI 96768 
 

For More Information Contact: 

Joanna Kaneshiro 

Pbckidz@gmail.com 

 



 
 
  

 

MCBA Children's Camp - June 16-20, 2014 
For children completing Grades 3 through 6 this year. 

Held at the YMCA's Camp Keanae 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
Tuesday, May 27th …………….......….$150.00 
Late Registration till June 9th ..…….$175.00 
Camp Fees include lodging, camp meals, Bible study & craft materials. 
 
 

Registration forms are available on the back table after service, 
on our website www.vifmaui.com, or at the VIF office. 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of June 12-14  
Waki, Hashimoto 

Week of June 19-21 
Powell 

Week of June 26-28 
Shum 

 

 

 

Schedule 
 

Today  

June 8, 2014 

Team 5 

Shayna Manlapao 

Chavelle Moniz 

Dayna Asuncion 

Seth Yamada 

Wayne Sniffen 

 

 

Next Week 

June 15, 2014 

Team 1 

Jennifer Egami 

Corey Egami 

Donna Nozaki 

Elijah Douglas 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

Better Than Life 
 

Our God 
 

You Alone 
 



 
 
              

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2014 

 

4 Independence Day (Office Closed) 

 
6 AM - Pastor Darren - John 16:16-33 
 PM - Pastor Stephen - The Importance of our  
  Affiliations 

 
12 "G" Force 

 
13 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 17:1-26 
 PM - Pastor Darren 

 
20 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 18:1-14 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy  

 
27 AM - Pastor Darren - John 18:15-40 
 PM - Pastor Stephen 

 
28 Surf Ministry - Kalama Beach 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

June 2014 

 

8 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 14:15-31 
 PM - 2014 Graduates Recognition & Youth  
  Camp Recap 

 
10 Pastor Stephen - Out of the Office 

 
11 King Kamehameha Day - Office Closed 

 
15 AM - Pastor Darren - John 15:1-17 
 PM - Pastor Stephen - BFM - Religious Liberty 

 
16-20 MCBA Children's Camp 

 
21 "G" Force 

 
22 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 15:18-16:4 
 PM - A Night For All Nations 

 
23 Pastor Stephen - Out of the Office 

 
29 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 16:5-15 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy - The Family 
 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: pdarrenvif@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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