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Casual or Committed
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Memorial Day has just passed, along with 
the graduation of several in our 
church.  Some, from High School 
and some from College.  Significant 
life events like these come and go 
in our lives.  Sometimes they pass 
without many of us realizing how 
significant and maybe how histori-

cal they may be.  Maybe, because in light of other signifi-
cant events that are happening around us, our own person-
al significant days truly pale in light of those other events 
surrounding us.  

Then maybe the opposite is true.  As significant as the 
events around us may be, because of our own interest im-
pacts us so much, the events around us lose their signifi-
cance.  In this kind of scenario, we become the center of 
our universe and as long as we are central, everything else 
becomes secondary.  

When we become Christians and allow Jesus to become 
the center of our universe, our perspective on our life and 
the lives surrounding us changes.  Seeing our lives and the 
world around us through the eyes of Jesus is radically dif-
ferent.  His love, grace, and mercy play a dominant role in 
this perspective.  Also, very present, is His righteousness 
and justice and they are harmonized with love, grace, and 
mercy.

All through scripture, there are so many warnings that the 
Lord gives to us.  However, because so many of us read 
through scripture in a casual manner, we fail to capture 
the seriousness of these warnings.  The god of this world, 
Satan, blinds us and numbs us to the seriousness of God’s 
warnings.  

Genesis 3:1-5 (NLT): 1 The serpent was the shrewdest of 
all the wild animals the LORD God had made. One day he 
asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat 
the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” 2 “Of course 
we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman 
replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of 
the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You 

must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” 4 

“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God 
knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, 
and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 

Satan convinced Eve that God wasn’t going to do what He 
said He would do.  In verse 4 the serpent says you won’t 
die and then in verse 5 he says that you will become like 
God.  Seeking equality with God, in fact seeking superior-
ity over God, was Satan’s problem in Heaven.  This self 
pride caused his downfall and sealed his judgment.  He is 
trying to trap all mankind in this same selfish pride.  Self 
centeredness and worldly desires will always draw us away 
from God’s desire and therefore from His blessings.

Satan desires for us to be casual about our relationship with 
Jesus.  He desires us to buy in to the lie that God will not do 
what He says He will do.  He wants to deceive you into be-
lieving and living out a life that is anchored in self-pleasure 
and worldly desires.

Let me make a suggestion as to how you might be able to 
resist getting fooled by Satan.  Spend the first moments of 

your day after waking up reading your 
Bible to fall more deeply in love with 
the Lord.  Spend about 15 minutes in 
reading and praying to fall in love with 
Him.  Falling in love with Him will be 
greatly enhanced by getting to know 
Him.  Discover His motives and espe-

cially His character.  Come to know how much He loves 
you and how He has proven His love for you.  The more 
you come to know Him, the more you fall deeply in love 
with Him.  Because He loved us first, we can love Him. 
                                                                 (continued on next page)
_________________________________________________________________________________________



Casual or Committed
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

- 2 -

I would like to encourage you to email me and let me know what you are discovering as you seek to know Him and 
to love Him.  It would be a privilege to enter into an email dialogue with you about Jesus and your growing love for 
Him.  This can do a lot to move us all from a casual to a committed relationship of love and gratefulness with Him.  
To Him be all honor and glory!
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Come find out how
YOU can be involved . . .

Next planning meeting
Saturday, June 17

6:00 p.m.

For more information contact
Steffen Yamada @ 264-0397

Valley Isle Fellowship

Give Thanks Celebration
Always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 5:20 NCV
SATURDAY, June 24, 2017
COMMUNITY GATHERING

10am - 12noon
Letʻs gather with our neighbors and friends to share the 

Glory of God. Get ready to tell the story of His Great 
Faithfulness in your life and in the life of our VIF family.

Expressing Gratitude with and for:
GOD

OLD FRIENDS and FAMILIES of VIF
CONSTRUCTION CREW

COUNTY OFFICIALS
WAILUKU EL

NEW NEIGHBORS

SUNDAY, June 25, 2017
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
9am lunch to follow

We will worship and Praise Him for who He is and what He 
has done from the vision of a new church campus, to the 
call to RISE UP and BUILD, to the completion of the new 
Worship facility Bring a friend to esperience God at VIF. 

After service there will be lunch and 
fellowship.

Expressing Gratitude by:
Worship

Fellowship
God Centered Relationships

________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday | June 16
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Contact Pam (446-4009) or Lani (757-1652) 
for more information.

Honoring Our Graduates
Dylan Vega            Deion Giron       Leah Rudin

Ian Tsang             Julia Kinoshita

 and Youth Camp Recap

<<<<Sunday, June 11, 6 p.m.>>>>



Start A Fire
(Practical Tips)

Pastor Darren Sarmiento
In today’s morning message I’m going to give you only one practical way on how to start the fire within you. 
In this article I’m continuing on in giving you two more ways to start a fire in you. So, listen to the message 
first. You can do it by being in the service or by visiting our website at www.vifmaui.com.  

Another way to start a fire in yourself is by joining a small group of believers. This small group of believers 
should be people you meet outside of a worship service. The reason you and I need a small group is because 
we can be encouraged by each otherʻs experiences with the Lord. Testimonies of the group reveal that God and 
Jesus is real and alive and working in their lives. When we need proof, so to speak, that Jesus is real, just look 
and hear what the Lord is doing in their lives. They can share how God and Jesus has been there for them. 
Also, we need a group who will be there for us. The way God provides for us many a times is through the 
people who are already His that are willing and ready to help those in need, both physically and spiritually. 

The third and final way to start a fire in you is by serving and doing the Father’s will. In John 6:38-40 (NLT) 
Jesus said, “38 For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. 
39 And this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should 
raise them up at the last day. 40 For it is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should 
have eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day.” 

Over the years I’ve heard Christians say, “I just want to experience Him.” There is no better way to experience 
God and Jesus by how He works in and through us when we are willing to let Him use us. We have heard 
many stories of how God has used so many believers over the centuries doing His will. Ask those in a small 
group what’s it like to be used by God and look and see the joy on their faces as they give glory to Him. 

Remember, if you believe in Jesus there is already that fire in you, which is the Holy Spirit. Some of us just 
need to know that or be reminded.  Others need the beginning of starting that fire in them. Do you need to 
be reminded or to know how to start a fire for the first time? It all begins with the gospel of Jesus Christ. If 
you would like to know more, please come and talk to me or call to schedule a meeting so we can talk later. 
God Bless You!

~  ~  ~  ~  ~
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Feel God pulling you into deeper fellowship with the family?
Wondering how He could use you to 

LOVE GOD, LOVE HIS CHURCH, LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES         SMALL GROUPS          MISSIONS

PARKING          DECORATIONS          SETUP/BREAKDOWN

Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get plugged in!



Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, June 4 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F,
        Melanie F, Marion K 
  June 11  Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal  
        AV 
  June 18 Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
       Jaydee G, Jules G
  June 25     Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra 
       S, Danae O

Waikapu Cleaning Schedule

Week of June 8-10
Team 6

Cecile H, Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of June 15-17
Team 7

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P, David P, 
Chad K

Week of June 22-24
Give Thanks Celebration

Everyone

Week of June 29-July 1
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Pauline H, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone,
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif to the number 
81010 or (808)670-3442  

OR
C) Give your cell number to the office and 

request to be added.
*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Prince Albert II of Monaco (southern coast 
of France).
*South Asian Peoples: In the next few months, trainers plan to 
begin 25 new training groups in southern India. These trainings 
are basic for the followers of Jesus to become multiplying dis-
ciples. Pray for those who will lead the trainings and for those 
who will be trained. Pray that there will be no disruption or in-
terruption as the groups meet on a regular basis.
*Yokohama, Japan (yoh-kuh-HAH-muh): “Every Thursday 
evening, an English conversation club is held in a food court 
at a local mall here in Yokohama,” writes the Kanagawa Team. 
“The club began in January, and at least six people have been 
coming each week on a regular basis. Topics so far have ranged 
from hobbies to favorite foods to dreams. Each week, it has been 
exciting to see how God has allowed for many opportunities 
during the course of the conversations for smooth transitions 
into gospel discussions. Two visitors, in particular, have shown 
some interest in the gospel: a woman named Mary* and a young 
man named Michael*. Please ask God to continue opening their 
hearts to the truth of Christ, and pray that they will soon be 
saved.” (*names changed)
*Kabul, Afghanistan: (KAH-bul) - Please intercede for the 
various people groups in Kabul. Pray that church-planting 
movements of Hazara churches will form out of the growing 
Hazara response to the gospel. Pray that Pashto-speaking believ-
ers will enter the Pashtun harvest field in these days. Pray that 
God will continue to provide Tajiks with opportunities to hear 
and respond to the gospel. Finally, ask God to raise up believers 
who are committed to sharing the gospel with the smaller people 
groups in the city.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Pray for Godʻs provision of ministry and personal resources 
and for salvation, expanded vision, wisdom and land.  

Kelly and Brandi Parrish

“Pray for people from 74 nations living in Baltimore, 
most of whom have never heard the gospel. Pray for 
the more than 100,000 university students from 27 

nations in Baltimore, the vast majority who do not yet 
know Christ as Savior.”  

- Ron Larson, Baltimore Send City Missionary

Baltimore, MD
2,785,874 people live in metro Baltimore

57.9% are unaffiliated with any religious body
9.9% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 11,055 Baltimore residents 



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

June 2017
  4 9:00 am - Worship Service 
  - Lordʻs Supper

            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study 

     5-9 MCBA Youth Camp @ Camp Keanae

     5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

     7 Youth Night CANCELLED - Youth Camp

    10 Give Thanks Celebration Planning Meeting 8 am

    11 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Honoring Our Graduates/Camp Recap

    12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    14 6:30 pm - Youth Night

    16   6:00-7:30 pm - Sweet Life Cafe

    17 6:00 pm - VBS Team Meeting

    18 Fatherʻs Day

 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     19-23  MCBA Childrenʻs Camp @ Camp Keanae

     19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

     21 6:30 pm - Youth Night

     24 10-12 noon - Give Thanks Celebration Community 
  Gathering

     25 9 am - Give Thanks Celebration Family Fellowship
 NO Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

    28 6:30 pm - Youth Night

July 2017
    2 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

    3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



Start A Fire
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

2Corinthians 5:11-18 AMP : “11 Therefore, since we know the fear of the Lord [and understand the importance of 
obedience and worship], we persuade people [to be reconciled to Him]. But we are plainly known to God [He knows 
everything about us]; and I hope that we are plainly known also in your consciences [your God-given discernment]. 
12 We are not commending ourselves to you again, but are giving you an occasion to be [rightfully] proud of us, so 
that you will have an answer for those who take pride in [outward] appearances [the virtues they pretend to have] 
rather than what is [actually] in heart. 13 If we are out of our mind [just unstable fanatics as some critics say], it is 
for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for your benefit. 14 For the love of Christ controls and compels us, because 
we have concluded this, that One died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that all those who live 
would no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and was raised for their sake.16 So from now on we regard 
no one from a human point of view [according to worldly standards and values]. Though we have known Christ from 
a human point of view, now we no longer know Him in this way. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted 
in, joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old 
things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed away. Behold, new things have come [because 
spiritual awakening brings a new life]. 18 But all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through 
Christ [making us acceptable to Him] and gave us the ministry of reconciliation [so that by our example we might 
bring others to Him]. 

1.  What does it mean to be a Christian?
 • It’s all about ______________ and ____________.

2.  Why did I become a Christian in the first place?
 • Because a ________  _________ with God and Jesus is _________  _____________ than 
 the old life I no longer believe in. 

3.  What do I need to do to start the fire in me?
 • Experience the ___________ of the good news which is _________.

Let me share one practical way what you can do to start the fire in you, by telling you what not to 
do: 

“_______  ________  ____________  _______  ________  ________  __________  
 _______  _______.”
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