
2014 finds all of us in another election year.  As a church we are 

prohibited from electioneering.  This means that we are not allowed to 

speak for or against a particular Political Party and/or a particular 

Candidate.  However, we are able to speak up about the issues.   
 

Loving Jesus Affects the Way You VOTE by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Today’s political elites are telling we 

who are Christians that we need to 

evolve beyond what the Bible says and 

to embrace the politics of this modern 

era, even if the Bible calls it "sin".  As 

people today change the terms and 

phrases in order to change our 

mindsets, let me remind you that no 

matter how wise people may think they 

are, they will never change God’s mind.  

For He is the same yesterday, today, 

and forever.   

 

People may say that they “miss-spoke” 

when they have actually lied, but God 

sees through their deception.  They 

may conveniently say that they don’t 

remember something vitally important, 

but God sees the intents and motives 

of their heart.  They may say that they 

have “evolved” in an attempt to keep 

the voters that they lied to, but God is 

never deceived.  

 

What I am saying to you is that our 

state and nation is literally decaying 

away.  Corruption and lies have 

become the common state of affairs in 

every area of our society.  Government 

and Politics are simply a reflection of 

our society.  In a Democratic 

Government, we get the leaders that 

we deserve, because we are the ones 

who vote them into office.  You might 

say, “No, I didn’t vote for them.”  

However, how much of your influence, 

time, and efforts, did you exert to place 

the people who you voted for into 
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In any political campaign, issues become 

very important.  However, the problem 

that we face year after year is that we 

cannot rely on politicians and political 

parties to hold to their promises.  The 

new term that seems to have become 

very popular is that the candidates and 

parties have “evolved” in their views 

and stands.  Therefore, it becomes 

important that you look at a candidate’s 

past records and their backgrounds in 

order to have a better handle on 

whether they will “evolve” or stand on 

their promises. 

 

As a Christian, the issues are really 

important.  Christian, Biblical, and Godly 

principles do not “evolve” and change.  

They are so constant that you can 

depend upon them from one generation 

to the next.  The reason for this is 

because of who Jesus is.  Hebrews 13:8-

9 (HCSB) says,  

 

“8Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever. 
9Don’t be led astray by various 

kinds of strange teachings; for 

it is good for the heart to be 

established by grace and not by 

foods, since those involved in 

them have not benefited. 
 

 

However, how much of your influence, 

time, and efforts, did you exert to place 

the people who you voted for into 

office? 

 

If you are like me, I've never 

contributed to anyone’s campaign.  I 

never volunteered to help anyone’s 

campaign.  I did not try to talk to 

anyone who supported the one that I 

didn’t, to reconsider and vote for my 

candidate.  I never even called or wrote 

to the one I favored to simply 

encourage them.  In other words, my 

absence in involvement helped to elect 

the one I voted against.   
 

(continued on pg 2) 
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Loving Jesus Affects the Way You VOTE 
(continued) 

 

 

Don't forget to pick up the form 

to fill out on the back table to 

bring with you! 

 
 
 
Friends and Families of VIF, 
 
During the past few weeks it has been revealed 
to me that it will be impossible to run our 
summer VBS in the capacity that we have done 
in the past due to time constraints and medical 
reasons. Therefore we will be canceling our VBS 
campaign for this year. I am enthusiastic about 
next year and look forward to saying YES to VBS 
in 2015! 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Steffen 

 

It has taken me so long to come to the understanding that we as Christians can no longer stand on the sidelines and let 

those on the “left” take over because of default.  We have to stand and use whatever influence we can legally and 

morally use, or we will have to be willing to bear the consequences of our neglect.  

 

I also know that we cannot put all of our hopes in the political process.  Politics will not save our state and nation.  

Only Jesus can do that.  We need to always let Jesus be first and foremost in our lives.  Let me suggest several things to 

do that should and will affect your vote: 

 

 1. Strive to love the Lord your God with all of your heart, mind, and soul. 

 2. Seek to be obedient to Him in everything. 

 3. Register to vote.  (I want to recommend that you also get an absentee ballot.) 

 4. Seek His wisdom and guidance as you study all the issues & candidates. 

 5. Seek His will for how you are to support the issues & candidates that He leads you to. 

 6. Call me, if I can be of any help to you.  If I don’t know the answers to your questions, I will do the best that I 

  can to get those answers for you. 

 

May God bless you and may He richly give you His insight and His will into these very important issues. 

  
 

 

 

 

Summer is soon upon us and that means time to 

register your son and/or daughter for the 

basketballMAUI basketball camp, June 23-27. 

We have two age groups this year, with three 

locations: Lahaina Civic Center and 

Kamehameha School in Pukalani for the 7-13 

year olds and War Memorial Gym in Kahului for 

the 14-19 year olds. Camp is very affordable at 

just $99.00, but if that is a hardship, there are 

scholarships available.  To register visit our 

website at: www.basketballmaui.com/camp. 

You will find more information and be able to 

print registration forms.  There is bus 

transportation from two locations in Kihei and 

from the War Memorial Gym to Kamehameha. 

 Sign up now to secure a spot at camp. 

http://www.basketballmaui.com/camp


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 3 - 

 

 

AM Service: Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
 

 
 Close, But Oh So Far Away 

John 13:18-30 
 

I.  John 13:18-19 – All done in fulfillment of scripture. 

II.  John13:20 – Jesus and the Heavenly Father are one. 

III.  John 13:21-24 – All wondered about themselves. 

IV.  John 13:25-30 – Judas revealed, but not.  

V.  How could one be so close, but so far away? 

  A.  Judas – How could that be? 

  B.  Looking for all the wrong things. 

  C.  Moving away from Jesus while being so close. 

VI. VIF cannot be a Judas church. 

  A. Much is expected of VIF.  Luke 12:47-48   

  B.  We will be identified by our Fruit.  Matthew 12:33-37 

  C.  No Problem, If we are Matthew 22:37-40 Christians. 

  D.  Our commitment to LOVE Jesus Christ must be solid. 
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Eat the Right Kinds of Food, Spiritually 
by Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

 
In today’s time, people are very conscious of what 

they eat and how much of it they consume. They are 

very particular about what’s in the foods that they 

eat as well. Just about everything we eat and drink 

has a label on it to describe what’s in it, so that the 

consumer can make the right decision on whether 

to buy it or not. The FDA is recommending that all 

products have labels describing what’s in the 

product, how much of it in percentage, and its 

nutritional value. The labels on each product are the 

only source for the consumer to be sure that what 

they want is exactly what they are getting.  

For the believer in Jesus, the Christian, the Follower 

of Christ, are we eating the right kinds of food, 

spiritually? In the Bible, the Word of God, Jesus said 

in Matthew 4:4 (NIV),  

“Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

As a whole, Jesus Christ is the product of the Bible. 

In John 5:39 (NLT) Jesus says,  

“You search the scriptures because you think they 

give you eternal life. But the scriptures point to me.” 

The scriptures in the Bible are like the labels on food 

products. What I want to bring to your attention is 

to be aware that when we read and use the 

scriptures, be sure you are using it in context for 

what it was written for.  

 

I want to share with you one well known verse of 

scripture that Christians tend to use, that at times 

are not describing the product it was intended for. 

“…That He who began a good work in you will carry 

it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 1:6 (NIV) 

Several people have used this verse of scripture for 

means of blessing their secondary ministry. Others 

have used it to help them endure the trials of life 

to the end. All these are good intentions. However, 

it is not being used correctly because they are not 

reading it as it should be. Sometimes people only 

read parts of labels and that’s good enough for 

them, while others have to read everything to be 

sure they know what they are getting.  

The same is going on here. We need to be sure we 

don’t take scripture out of context. The verse of 

scripture above is talking about those who preach 

the Good News and how the Lord will work 

through them to continue and finish it until His 

return. 

There are many verses of scripture to use to help 

you in life.  Just be sure to read and use the right 

ones. I recommend you read all of scripture to be 

sure you are eating the right kinds of food, 

Spiritually! 

 

 



  

 

40 Days of Love 
 

"Let love be your highest goal.” 

1 Corinthians 14:1 
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“Jesus replied, “’ You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 

This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important;’ Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39  

Have you ever wondered HOW God would have you love like Jesus?  Every day we are faced with the 

distractions of a world which says we should keep our relationship with God to ourselves and our 

worship of Him to Sunday morning services. But that is not what the Bible teaches, nor is it how Jesus 

lived His life.  

Jesus spent His time growing His relationship with the Father, and investing in relationship with His 

disciples and others. At the end of 3 short years, He died and rose again. And the world was changed 

FOREVER!  We are called to the same: we need to invest in our relationship with the Father and then 

invest in relationships with others; both members of the family of God and with those who do not know 

Him. It’s that simple! We need to LOVE LIKE JESUS: showing GRACE and MERCY while standing on 

TRUTH. 

Valley Isle Fellowship is embarking on a journey to do just that. Starting in the middle of June, we will 

establish a network of missional groups who want nothing more than to: Love God, Love His Church, 

and Love His World. And not on Sundays; or Wednesdays; or only in Bible Study: but every day; in every 

situation; and with everyone with whom we have a relationship.  What should I do, you ask? Look for a 

group to join and then embark TOGETHER on a journey to be overwhelmed by God’s great love. When 

we fully grasp His love for us, we will be compelled to love others as He loves us. 

Opportunities to join a missional group will be in the back of the church for the next 2 weeks and on 

Sunday night service.  Pray. Seek God’s Will. And then sign on to CONNECT- all for the Glory of God. We 

are indeed BETTER TOGETHER. 

Let’s grow together at a deeper level and live out Matthew 22:37-39 

 



 
  

 

A Life On Addition vs. Intention 
by Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

 

 

 

Because we don’t understand the 

significance of what God did for us in 

Jesus (outside of us) and the 

significance of what God is doing 

throughout time(outside of us) we look 

to our own hearts that lie to us 

(Jeremiah 17:9) and tell us that this 

longing for significance can only be 

found in us. Our hearts tell us that we 

must make our own significance, we 

must work for it, we must win it, we 

must steal it and do whatever we must 

do in order to obtain significance. All 

the while the Lord is telling us, we are 

already significant because of what He 

has done for us and what He is doing in 

history. The reason we struggle to be 

intentional in our lives is that we forget 

where our significance comes from.  

 

If we could understand where true 

significance comes from then we 

would be set free from the slavery of 

seeking significance and instead live in 

the freedom of our significance and 

the significant calling we have. We 

wouldn’t feel the burden to 

manufacture significance because we 

understand that what Christ has done 

in me is significant and that my 

everyday life with redemption on my 

mind.  

I want to pose two words to you this 

week that I hope will help this make 

more sense: addition vs. intentionality. 

The first word: addition. Too often we 

buy into the lie of busybody = 

significance. We think that if we stay 

busy then that’s what God wants. And 

while God does desire us to work hard 

as 1 Thessalonians 4:11 mentions, too 

often we make ourselves so busy that 

it seems as if we have no time  for God 

or to rest and enjoy His presence and 

one another. We are too busy filling 

our schedules because we believe a 

busy calendar means significance. 

(continued on pg 7)  

Have you ever thought “How can God use my life? My life is so boring and uneventful." Praise God because God wants to 

use your life for His glory! We all desire our life to have meaning and significance and too often we listen to the lie of satan 

and think that if our life isn’t flashy or dramatic, then God can’t use us. That simply isn’t true… 

Listen to Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 (ESV): 

 

 

The Christians in Thessalonia were 

loving one another, striving to live holy 

lives and Paul urges them to continue 

to increase their expression of love to 

one another more and more, but verse 

11 is what I want to focus on. It says in 

verse 11 that in addition to striving to 

love their brothers and sisters in the 

Lord more and more, that they would 

strive to live quietly, mind their own 

affairs, and work hard so that outsiders 

would see how they lived. What Paul is 

getting at here is to remind the church 

that they are to not seek lives of 

significance but live with intentionality.  

You see, we want significance because 

our hearts desire significance.  The 

reality is that we seek to gain 

significance because we lose sight of 

the fact that the very significance we 

desire can only be found outside of us. 

We were made to find our significance 

in Jesus, not in our hearts. For those of 

us who are Christians, our significance 

comes from being in Christ (which is 

the most significant thing in creation) 

and our place in the most significant 

story of creation (the story of 

redemption). 

9Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves 

have been taught by God to love one another,10for that indeed is what you are doing to all the 

brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, 11 and to 

aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed 

you, 12 so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one. 
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A Life On Addition vs. Intention 
(continued) 
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But what if we would understand that 

the Lord wants us to live quietly, hard 

working, normal lives with intention? 

What I mean by “Intention” is an 

intention to display God’s glory, to 

share the gospel in our everyday lives 

with the people God has chosen to 

surround us with.  

What if we understood that our lives 

are already significant and our mission 

is not found necessarily in the far 

reaches of earth but also in our 

neighborhood and at work and among 

our church? 

 

 

What if instead of thinking that we 

need to pound people into the ground 

with truth we would include them into 

our family, and just love them while 

intentionally seeking to display and 

share the glory of Jesus Christ 

crucified?  

What if we became intentional not just 

about sharing our faith through our 

words but sharing the love of God by 

letting people into our lives?  

The Christian walk should not be an 

equ  

Paul heard about a people in 

Thessalonica who were intentional in 

their pursuit of holiness and he saw 

how they were living quiet lives and he 

encouraged that. But, he wanted them 

to know that in their intentionality of 

sharing Jesus in their normal, mundane 

rhythm of life, their witness had gone 

everywhere! He was saying that the 

greatest witness these people had was 

that they were being obedient to live 

for Jesus in their lives, not trying to add 

Jesus as a part of their lives, and their 

witn 

 

our church? 

What if we lived intentionally to share 

Jesus with our lips and with our 

conversations over dinner, with our 

parties and conversations over coffee?  

What if we saw “being on mission for 

God” not as adding to our schedules 

but intentionally seeking to be on 

mission in every part of our lives?  

What if instead of “just cruising” with 

our neighbors, family, friends, and 

other parents on our children’s sports 

team we saw a vast mission field?  

 

 

equation of addition but a life of 

intentionality.  

Let me end on this note: 

1 Thessalonians 1:8 (ESV) 

8For not only has the word of 

the Lord sounded forth from 

you in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but your faith in God has gone 

forth everywhere, so that we 

need not say anything. 

 

witness had spread everywhere! What 

an amazing testimony.  

May our significance be found not in 

ourselves but in what Jesus has done 

for us and the story that we are a part 

of. May we not see our everyday lives 

as hindrances for God’s glory BUT 

canvases for His glory.  

 

 

"What I mean by “intention” is an intention to display 

God’s glory, to share the gospel in our everyday lives with 

the people God has chosen to surround us with." 

 



  

Please help bring peace, joy, hope, love & help to 

the women and men of Maui County facing a 

crisis pregnancy. 

 

You can make a positive difference in your 

community by making a 

$20 monthly pledge 

to 

Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui. 

 

Our goal is 500 monthly pledges. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Children's Camp Counselor NEEDED! 
We are in great need of 1 adult camp counselor to represent VIF.  This counselor is expected to participate 
(serve) throughout the Children's Camp (June 16-20). Counselors must complete a registration form and 
attend two Mandatory Counselor Meetings (at Kahului Baptist): Saturday, May 24th at 2:00-4:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, June 14th at 6:30-8:30 p.m. (dinner included).  If you would like to volunteer as VIF's Children's 
Camp Counselor, please contact Flo Nakama at 244-4069 or 276-9689.   

 
Sunday School Workers' Meeting Today 
Just a friendly reminder that there is a Sunday School Workers' Meeting today, May 18th at 11:30 AM in the 
VIF Sanctuary (upstairs).  

 
Effective Discipleship Through Missional Communities Presentation  
Tonight, May 18th at 6:00 PM during our Evening Worship Service, your pastors will be sharing with you the 
importance and priority of Discipleship and how Missional Communities are the best vehicle to achieve 
effective and powerful Discipleship.  We want to invite all of you who are interested in finding out about this 
and how we are proposing to implement all of this within VIF.  Many of our potential leaders have already 
been given the opportunity to be briefed on this exciting possibility.  A brief presentation will be given and 
then the pastors will guide you through a Question and Answer period.  Please make plans to be a part of this 
very important session.  God bless you all. 

 
Blessing of the Waikapu Water Project 
On Saturday, May 24th at 10:00 AM at the Waikapu Property, we will be having a blessing for the Waikapu 
water project.  Please come and join us in this time of prayer and fellowship.  Hope to see you all there!  
 

Opportunities to help the Malama Pregnancy Center 
The Malama Pregnancy Center had their Grand Opening last Monday and it was truly a blessing.  The center is 
in need of prayer and financial support in order to keep open and offer free services to clients.  One way that 
you could help is by participating in their summer pledge drive (see below).  You can also find donation baby 
bottles at our back table during our Sunday services if you would like to give financially but cannot commit to 
a monthly pledge.  Please pray for the Malama Pregnancy Center and how you may be able to help.  Thank 
you and God Bless.   

Please help us meet and surpass our goal!! 

MPC operates as a nonprofit organization that is 

solely supported through volunteers & donations. 

 

Don't wait for someone else to pledge; 

Tell yourself it starts with me!! 

 

Please contact us at 808-280-5810 to 

set up your monthly pledge amount. 

 

All donations are tax deductible. 

 

 

The MPC Summer Pledge Drive 
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MCBA Youth Camp - June 2-6, 2014 
For students completing Grades 6 through 12 this year. 

 

Held at the YMCA’s Camp Keanae 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
Wednesday, May 20th ……………...….$185.00  
Late Registration till May 30th ..…….$200.00  
 

 

MCBA Children's Camp - June 16-20, 2014 
For children completing Grades 3 through 6 this year. 

Held at the YMCA's Camp Keanae 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
Tuesday, May 27th …………….......….$150.00 
Late Registration till June 9th ..…….$175.00 
Camp Fees include lodging, camp meals, Bible study & craft materials. 
 
 

Registration forms are available on the back table after service, 
on our website www.vifmaui.com, or at the VIF office. 

 

 
 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 
 

Week of May 22-24 
Yamamura, Harada, Kimura, Watts 

Week of May 29-31  
Powell 

Week of June 5-7  
Blando 

 

 

 

Schedule 
Today  

May 18, 2014 

Team 2 
Joycelyn Kiaha 
Marion Kimura 

Elaine Yamasaki 
Avery Yamada 

Zachary Yamada 
Kaiani Kiaha 
Daniel Olaso 

 

Next Week 

May 25, 2014 

Team 3 

Gretel Saraos 

Rosie Quenga 

Vicky Quenga 

Daniel Quenga 

Shalia Mendez 

Danica Cooley 

Dyllan Caoile 

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

	

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

I Will Stand 
 

God Is Able 
 

Draw Me Close 
 



 

 
              

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

June 2014 

 

1 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 14:1-14 
 PM - Pastor Darren - BFM – Peace and War 
 
2-6 MCBA Youth Camp 
 
8 AM - Pastor Stephen - John 14:15-31 
 PM - Pastor Jeremy - BFM - Religious Liberty 
 
10 Pastor Stephen - Out of the Office 
 
11 King Kamehameha Day - Office Closed 
 
15 AM - Pastor Darren - John 15:1-17 
 PM - Pastor Stephen - BFM - The Family 
 
16-20 MCBA Children's Camp 
 
21 "G" Force 
 
22 AM - Pastor Jeremy - John 15:18-16:4 
 PM - Pastor Darren - BFM - The Importance of 
  our Affiliations 
 
30 Surf Ministry - Kalepolepo Beach Park 
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Valley Isle Fellowship 2014 Calendar 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

May 2014 

 

18 AM - Pastor Stephen – John 13:18-30  
 Sunday School Worker's Meeting 
 PM - Discipleship & Missional Community  
  

24 Waikapu Property Water Project Blessing 
 
25  AM - Pastor Darren – John 13:31-38  
 AM - Lord's Supper 
 PM - Pastor Stephen – BFM - The Christian and 
   the Social Order 
 

26 Memorial Day - Office Closed 
 Surf Ministry - 1000 Peaks  
 

26-27 Pastor Stephen - Out of the Office 
 

 

 
Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

6:00 pm 
 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 

Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 

Email: pdarrenvif@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 

Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  
 

"Valley Isle Fellowship Church" 
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