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By Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

Summer is almost here and for many that means going on 
vacation.  Vacation!  A wonderful and glorious time of re-
laxation, rejuvenation, and just plain old FUN!  A time to 
look forward to and a time to plan for.  As your pastor, I 
want to wish all of you a great vacation time.   
 
However, I want to also encourage you to plan and pre-
pare for one of the most important aspects of your vaca-
tion with the Lord.  I want to encourage you to plan your 
times of devotion and study so that this vacation will also 
produce a stronger and more vibrant relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  As you take Jesus on vacation with you, plan 
to spend quality time with Him and live life to its fullest so 
that Jesus will be glorified in you.  This will also mean that 
your time of relaxation, rejuvenation, and fun will be 
maximized as you allow Jesus to be lifted up high on your 
vacation. 
 
Some of the ways that you can plan and prepare for your 
time with Jesus on your vacation is to first of all continue 
your daily time with Jesus in prayer and study.  You might 
also seek to empower it a little more by reading that spe-
cial book or that special portion of scripture that you have 
been meaning to get to, but just didn’t have the time to.  
You could also plan a part of your vacation to be a mission 
endeavor by connecting with some Christians and/or a 
Christian Organization/Church in the area that you are 
going to and participating in a mission event that they 
might be conducting at the same time that you are there.  
Then on Sunday, go and worship in a church in the area 
you are visiting.  Make it a point to meet a Christian in the 
area and pray for them and their ministry in that locale.   

To be refreshed and renewed physically, emotionally, in-
tellectually, and socially are great.  When you also add to 
that mix, being spiritually renewed, you will find that this 
whole mix of refreshing and renewal to be the best!  This 
can only happen as you allow Jesus Christ to be a vital 
part of your whole life, including your vacation.  You will 
find yourself sharing the Lord with people in such natural 
and enjoyable ways that this will be a time of great excite-
ment and joy.  You might not even realize that you are 
doing it because it can become so natural.  Opportunities 
to share with both Christians and non-Christians the joy of 
the Lord will bring fulfillment and empowerment.   
 
Love the Lord your God with all of your heart, mind, and 
soul and take Him with you wherever you go, even on va-
cation.  This will result in the best vacation that you could 
ever experience.  The joy of the Lord will bring you 
strength.  The joy of the Lord will bring you refreshment 
and renewal.  The joy of the Lord will touch those around 
you in ways that can encourage, renew, and even point to 
an eternal change in their lives.  Love Him and love others 
through Him and 
your vacation will 
be filled with the 
joy of the Lord.  
God bless you all 
and when you go 
on vacation, may 
you have the best 
vacation that you 
have ever had. 
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The Only Way to Make Disciples 

By Pastor Logan Gentry 
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Patiently… 
 
It’s also the only way to make a community, multiply a com-
munity, and plant new communities in a healthy way. But it’s 
also not the American way, nor the American church way. We 
want to treat discipleship like it functions on a factory assem-
bly line, having people line up at the front, add specific theol-
ogy, life, and behavior along the way and come out the other 
end as a perfectly equipped disciple. That’s a program for edu-
cation and not a process of discipleship. 
 

Patient Discipleship 
Discipleship is really messy and more of a slower process than 
we want or realize. The strongest amongst of can find our-
selves in the most difficult of circumstances, the lowest of 
spiritual times, and even find ourselves in difficult patterns of 
sin. The same is true of every believer. 
 
Discipleship has often been viewed as an 
up-and-to-the-right straight process of 
successful growth, but discipleship is way 
messier than that, involves setbacks, pa-
tience, and a belief in the power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to overcome every 
sin, struggle, and trial. The only way we 
will make actual disciples of Jesus instead 
of religious look-alikes is to embrace the mess, get dirty our-
selves, and push through the mud to model Jesus’ incarnation. 
 
I recently was asked to teach on discipleship and wanted to 
provide a definition. I settled on discipleship is a process of 
becoming like Jesus Christ in our affections, our thoughts, and 
our behavior. 
 
I’m sure I stole this from someone, somewhere, or mashed it 
together from the many blogs and sermons I’ve listened to 
over time, but I don’t remember where. I’m sure someone will 
graciously email me to let me know. There is nothing new un-
der the sun. 
 

A Process of becoming like Jesus Christ 
The scriptures all point to Jesus and Romans 8 directs us to the 
aim of our salvation as being conformed to the image of Jesus 
Christ. It begins with God’s work of regeneration and in Ro-
mans 8:30 it moves quickly from justified to glorified, but a lot 
happens in the middle. 

 
The stress, struggles, and sinfulness of life gets in the way to 
remind us that we are not like Christ at all. We find ourselves 
discouraged if we keep looking at these snapshots of our lives 
that involve fear, guilt, and shame. It can leave us wondering if 
we will ever “get there” as a disciple. 
 
If we begin to see discipleship as a process with many itera-
tions, like the iOS system on an iPhone, we would find more 
peace, joy, and hope in the struggle of everyday life. Each day 
then allows us to experience more of God, realize more of our 
need to be conformed and trust that God’s word is true, that 
He will conform us to Jesus. 
 
We can then see ourselves as being formed into a beautiful 
statue worthy of the Louvre, but needing pieces carved away, 

refined, and added to fully look like 
the artist’s design. 
 

Our Affections 
The first area that God seems con-
cerned with is our affections. When 
Jesus is asked what is ultimate, He 
immediately goes to love in the great-
est commandments. He follows that 
with the great one another, revealing 

we are disciples by loving fellow brothers and sisters as Jesus 
Himself loves us. Only then does mission make any sense. 
 
Our desires overwhelm our thoughts and move us to action. 
The most intellectual can be swayed by the cravings within 
them. Each day our actions reveal a depth of desire that needs 
to find its spring in Jesus and no longer in our self. In light of 
this, worship, scripture, prayer, fasting, and other devotional 
practices actual appear to be the gifts that God declares them 
to be, the means by which our affections get redirected and 
conformed appropriately. 
 
Our designed recognizes our need and gives us a new heart in 
our new birth, so our affections can have a reset button to be 
more like Jesus. 
 

Our Thoughts 
But God has not made us as beings only governed by our heart, 
which is great news for all of us. As He gives us a new heart, He 
has also written eternity on it so that it can join God’s word  

continuation on page 4 
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in renewing our mind. 
 
In Romans 12, Paul calls the Romans to not be conformed to 
FOXNEWS, CNN, or your favorite cultural narrative, but to be 

 transformed by the renewing of their minds. The challenge 
from the scriptures is to take every thought captive and con-
form it to Christ, but we are typically too lazy and prideful for 
this activity. 
 
In comes Sunday gatherings and church community where we 
need the space to be challenged, have our thoughts exposed, 
and find a hospitable place where we can be vulnerable about 
the natural thoughts of the mind. Instead of embracing our 
individualism, we must embrace our identity in Christ as the 
new definer of our thoughts. 
 
We will then begin to see that right loves with right thoughts 
lead to right behavior. 

 
Our Behavior 
Our behavior is where most of us in church start as we con-
sider what needs to be changed, which is so American self-
help therapy of us. More than that I’m sure is our natural de-
sire to make everything a religious do-this, don’t-do-that law 
that would make our hearts and minds satisfied. 
 
The order of my definition was intentional. God’s covenant 
promise is to change our hearts, purifying us by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, transforming us by His death and resurrection, so 
that our lives will be drastically different. Lasting and signifi-
cant change comes from the inside out, not merely by cleaning 
up the outside. 
 
I’ve seen no one change their behavior for a long period of 
time without their loves and thoughts changing first. Anyone 
who has tried this has found that they become more frus-
trated in life, and begin to live 2 different lifestyles without 
any real joy. 
 
But we also can’t shy away from calling people to change in 
their behavior to be like Jesus. Our behavior reveals our 
thoughts and our affections, allowing us to address the full 
breadth of conformity to Jesus. 
 

One day the process will end… 
The good news is that one day the process will end. The mess 

will become marvelous, the ashes will become beauty, and the 
perishable will become imperishable. Jesus will come to get us 
at a trumpet’s blare or welcome us home at physical death 
and we will experience that final rest and perfection we want. 
Until then, Jesus promises rest, peace, joy, and patience as His 
Spirit works in us to be reminded that we are sons or daugh-
ters of God by faith in Christ, not our progress in the process 
of discipleship. 
 
This gives me great freedom from obsessive navel gazing, 
great freedom to repent and turn to joy in Jesus, and great 
patience with myself and others. We believers are all on this 
same path together regardless of our roles in the church. 
 
 
In some churches and missional communities, this means that 
we need to chill out on the constant challenging of one an-
other, have a little fun, and enjoy life as we enjoy Jesus. In oth-
ers, we need to stop being so shocked that sin exists in our 
leaders, the long-term Christian, and the newest member of 
the community. 
 
Jesus has grace and patience when His disciples sin, when He 
confronts someone new to His ideas, and He takes a long-term 
approach to them and us as He loves us to make us like Him-
self. 
 
This makes it clear that there is only one way to make disci-
ples…patiently. 
*************************************************** 

This article can be found at http://
www.vergenetwork.org/2015/05/10/the-only-way-to-make-

disciples/ 
This article was printed by permission of the author.  Requested by 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 
 

Logan is currently serving as the Executive Pastor at Apostles Church 
in New York City. He has served in a variety of ministry roles at Apos-
tles Church for four years, starting with missional community transi-
tions in the church and moving into a development role for the vari-
ous ministries and church planting initiatives. Logan regularly assists 
churches in creating, cultivating, and implementing ministries to 
meet the needs of their congregation and engage their context with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Logan blogs at Gentrified, is a regular con-
tributor at Gospel-Centered Discipleship and has contributed to The 
Gospel Coalition. Logan is married to Amber, they have three chil-
dren and live in Manhattan. 
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Summer is soon upon us 
and that means time to 
register your son and/or 
daughter for the basket-
b a l l M A U I  N E X T 
L E V E L  b a s k e t b a l l 
camp, June 22-26. We 
have two age groups this 
year, with three locations: 
Lahaina Civic Center and 
Kamehameha School for 
the 7-12 year olds and War 
Memorial Gym in Kahului 
for the 13-19 year olds. At 
our Next Level basketball 
camp we address more 
than just basketball skills, 
we address character skills 
using God’s playbook, the 
Bible. 

Camp is very affordable at just $99.00, but if that is a hardship, there are scholarships avail-
able.  To register visit our website at:www.basketballmaui.com/camp. You will find more informa-
tion and be able to print registration forms.  There is bus transportation from two locations in Kihei 
and from the War Memorial Gym to Kamehameha.  Sign up now to secure a spot at camp. 

If you would like to make a donation to help provide scholarships for those who cannot otherwise 
afford to attend, you can give online at our website. www.basketballmaui.com/donate 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together in prayer 
Sundays at 10:30 am (Cafeteria) 

Mondays 10 am, 3 pm & 6:30 pm (High St Sanctuary) 
 

Gather together to pray for God to move within ourselves, our church, 
community, nation and world.  Please join us for these very powerful 

times with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

Pastor Stephen will 
be on vacation from  
August 8th—19th 

http://www.basketballmaui.com/camp
http://www.basketballmaui.com/donate
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We have an electric scooter 

that was donated.  If you, or 

someone you know, are in need 

of this blessing, please contact 

the church office. 
     

 

Malama Pregnancy is seeking donations for their 
silent auction at their “Our ParTEA” fundraiser in 
November.  They are looking for: 

 Gift Cards 
 Gift Baskets 
 Dinner for two 
 Donations to cover the cost of the 

fundraiser (checks payable to Ma-
lama Pregnancy Center) 

 
The funds from the silent auction will be used to 
continue providing the following services to our 
community: 

 Free pregnancy tests 
 Consultation on pregnancy & 

choices 
 Life Skills classes 
 Post-abortion lay counseling 

 Practical & emotional support 
 Referrals to additional resources & 

agencies, including adoption 
 
They are a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and 
function 100% based off of private donations.  If 
you have a business, or know of a business that 
may be interested in donating, please contact the 
Center.  They will recognize the business’ at the 
event, that provide donations.  All donations are 
tax deductible.   
 
Mahalo for showing the love of Christ to our com-
munity through your support! 
 

Mailing: 1710 Ka’ahumanu PMB 423, Wailuku, HI 96793 
Physical: 64 Central Ave, Wailuku, HI 96793 

(808)280-5810 • malamapregnancycenter@gmail.com 
www.mpcmaui.org 
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text @mrvif to 81010 

Be in the know.  Join our text alerts. 

 
7:00 am 
Set-up 

 
9:00 am 

Worship Service 
(no childcare) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
10:30 am 

Sunday School  
(High St Property) 
Adult Prayer Time 

(Cafeteria) 
 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  

(High St Property) 

Surf’s Up! 

Join the surf ministry on Saturday, May 
23rd at Launiupoko Beach Park, Lahaina 
from 7am—2pm.  All levels from beginner 
to advanced welcome!  Don't have a 
board?  We have extras!   

For more information contact:  
Daryl Quenga at 808-357-4694 or 

dqbeachboy@gmail.com 

MCBA Youth 

Camp  
 

Are you in grades 6 to 12?   

Join youth from around Maui County 

for an awesome week at Youth Camp 

in Keanae from June 8th—12th.   

 

Returning campers fee is $200.  First 

time campers fee is $185.  We have a 

limited number of partial scholarships 

to help offset the registration fee.  

Deadline is May 25th. 

 

 

 

There are some needs for youth camp this year, happening June 
8th—12th in Keanae.  Below are their needs. 

 Drivers: to transport youth to camp on Monday, June 
8th, leaving the church around 12pm.  Also, to trans-
port youth back to the church on Friday, June 12th, 
(arrive in Keanae no later than 11:30am). 

 Adult Volunteer: They can still use one more male coun-
selor (not a team leader) to serve in different capaci-
ties, such as with the camp store and with church 
time. 

 Donation of Supplies:  
 Paint brushes, painting supplies, and/or acrylic 

paints that can be used for painting a mural.  
 Four inflatable circular kiddie swimming pools 

about 6-10 feet in diameter.    
 Sponsorships: There are some youth who may want to 

go to camp, but are unable to afford it. 
 
If you have any questions, would like to help and/or donate sup-

plies,  
please contact Lyle Irimata at (808) 280-4672. 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of May 28-30 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Week of June 4-6 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Week of June 11-13 
Blando ‘Ohana 

Week of June 18-20 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Week of June 25-27 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Week of July 2-4 

Volunteers Needed 



 

 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0529 

call Church Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 
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2015 Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) 

Planning Meeting 

TODAY 

12noon to 1pm  

older children’s Sunday 

School  

classroom 

All who would like to par-

ticipate in this year’s VBS are 

welcome to attend.  For 

more info contact Steffen at 

264-0397 or  

steffsone@aol.com 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

May 2015 
   

 17 9 am - Pastor Jeremy 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property & 
                       Adult Prayer in Cafeteria 
  6 pm - Pastor Darren 
 
 18 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  3 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 20 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 23 7am—2pm - Surf Ministry @ Launiupoko 
 

 24 9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property & 
                       Adult Prayer in Cafeteria 
  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

 25 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  3 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 27 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 
 31 9 am - Pastor Stephen 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property & 
                       Adult Prayer in Cafeteria 
  6 pm - Pastor Jeremy 

June 2015 
   

 01 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  3 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 
 03 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 
 07 9 am - Pastor Jeremy 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property & 
                       Adult Prayer in Cafeteria 
  6 pm - Pastor Darren 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 
 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 

*Adult Prayer Time in Cafeteria* @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

 
Today's Worship Songs 

Start A Fire 

Everlasting God 

Overwhelmed 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
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Naomi: A Model Mother 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
 


