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A New Season
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Last Sunday evening we had a very important meet-
ing.  I started off the evening by reading the following 
statement:
     Believing that God has led me to the end of one sea-
son and into another season, I am turning over all of my 
responsibilities for the Development and Maintenance of 
this Waikapu Campus to Pastor Darren.  This does NOT 
mean that I am resigning as the Senior Pastor of Valley 
Isle Fellowship, but that I am turning this campus over 
to Pastor Darren.
     Over the last 5 or so years, the demands of this build-
ing and development program of this campus have been 
very demanding.  It has been very difficult to give the at-
tention to pastoring, as I desired, with this huge distrac-
tion of the financing, development, and construction of 
this facility.  
     My desire is to return, fully, to the ministries that the 
Lord called me into many years ago.  Preaching, teach-
ing, and ministering to people is what I was called into, 
trained in, and practiced for many years.  I was never 
trained in the financing, development, and construction 
of facilities.  Yet, that is what has consumed much of my 
time and energy.  
     Criticisms (sometimes very severe) and great loss 
(loss of many fine and precious people) have taken its 
toll.  Many of these criticisms are justified because of my 
weaknesses and failings.  Therefore, I can understand 
completely why many have left.  
     Realizing that my biggest failure has been the fail-
ure to energize and mobilize the people of VIF to work 
together to accomplish this task, I want to thank the few 
people who have worked so diligently so that we can now 
enjoy this facility.  But realizing that this cannot con-
tinue, Pastor Darren has the passion and the desire to 
mobilize you, the people of VIF, into a new future where 
we all take the calling of the Lord personally and move 
together to accomplish all that God desires for us.  I ask 
that you give to him your love and loyalty as we all strive 
to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.
     Thank you for your love and support for me as I have 
done the best that I could to lead you to this point.  Let’s 
all give ourselves to loving and supporting Pastor Darren 
as we move ahead.  God bless you all.

Let me reiterate that I am NOT resigning as your Senior 
Pastor.  I intend to continue ministering to Valley Isle Fel-
lowship as your Senior Pastor, but this statement reflects 
the decision I have made to turn over all of the work of 
this Waikapu campus as far as its further development and 
the maintenance of it are concerned.  Therefore, when you 
have any questions about development and maintenance of 
this campus, please go to Pastor Darren and work lovingly 

and faithfully with him.  
He has undertaken a very 
big task and I ask that you 
do all that you can to make 
it as easy and joyful as 
possible for him.  I don’t 
want to see him burn-out 
with this undertaking.

As far as my future and plans, I am delighted to let you 
know that I can return more fully to my passion and more 
importantly to my calling.  I want to lead you into becoming 
fully the people that the Lord desires of us.  Discipleship, 
becoming pleasing unto Jesus Christ in every way, will 
be the focus that I want you to move powerfully towards.  
This will mean to give loyal devotion to Jesus through the 
work that Pastor Darren will be leading us into and to also 
lovingly and loyally follow the directions that I will lead 
you in through my preaching and teaching.  

God is already fulfilling a prayer and dream that we have 
had for many years.  People are starting to come and we 
need to be the people that God desires so that we can minis-
ter to and grow them into mighty Disciples of Jesus Christ.  
This is no easy task, but there is nothing more satisfying 
then for  all of us in  Valley Isle Fellowship to accomplish 
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Mahalo 
for enjoying  your food 
and drinks outside on 

the lanai.

this.  Also, there is nothing that will bring more glory and honor to Jesus than for this to be accomplished. 

As long as I have life and breathe (and as long as I have the hand of God on me), I will strive to do all that I can 
to accomplish all of this.  To God be the glory, great things He has done.  He desires to do even greater things and 
it can all be accomplished if we will simply love Him with all of our hearts, minds, and souls.  This will show 
itself in our lives as we live out all of the commands and desires of our Lord.  God bless you all.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

A Note of Thanks . . .
 During these past nearly two years it has been 
a blessing and privilege for me to serve Our Lord and 
you as your volunteer church secretary and I look for-
ward to continuing to do so.  
 I want to take this opportunity to thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for so generously gift-
ing me with a trip to spend time with Jeremy and his 
family, something this Grammyʻs heart has missed 
this part year.
 I will be leaving for Texas on May 15 and will 
return home on the 26th.  Grayson will graduate 
preschool as well as celebrate his 5th birthday during 
that time andbecause of you, I get to celebrate these 
milestones with him! 
	 I am humbled...thank you from the bottom of 
my heart.  I will be back in the office the 30th of May.
    Mahalo nui loa,
    Clarice 

Come find out how
YOU can be involved . . .

Meeting today
@ 12 noon

For more information contact
Steffen Yamada

264-0397

Mothers Day Family Photos

Next week, May 14th

See your insert for more information.

Join us as we study the

Book of Micah
from the Old Testament

Sunday nights @ 6 p.m.



What’s Love Got To Do With It?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, 
I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, 

and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, 
and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.

                             1 Corinthians 13:1-2 NLT

I remember that when I would apply for a new job I needed to fill out a job application. You would have to fill in 
the normal blank spaces, what you normally see in all applications. You would fill in your name, address, birthdate, 
nationality among some other things that you see in every job application. The one area that always made me stop 
and think about is when you get to the part that you would have to fill in what skills or qualifications you have, 
what educational degrees you’ve accomplished and what types of certifications you might have depending on the 
job position you are applying for.  

When I applied for my first job after high school and came to that area on the application, I felt so inadequate 
because I had nothing to offer or to put down. I felt I wouldn’t get any job because I had no skills to offer and 
no education high enough to get a job. I felt insecure when I first filled out a job application. I thought that the 
toughest thing to do was to fill out that job application until I realized I had to do a job interview. We all know that 
number one question that was going to be asked (and it was) was, “Why do you want to work for this company?” If 
the job application wasn’t nerve racking enough, now this question was questioning my motive. All I wanted was 
a job, that’s all (lol). 

In the above scripture passage I believe Paul was reminding us, as Christians, what our motive should be with the 
gifts given to us by God. In Chapter 12 Paul talked about Spiritual gifts given to those in the church. In Chapter 
13 Paul repeats again some of the gifts given but for the very reason of pointing out that motive should be at the 
core of our gifts. So, what is the motive? Love! 

After two decades of being a Christian I still like the phrase, “People don’t care how much you know, until they 
know how much you care.” In Francis Chan’s book “Multiply” he asks the question, “Why do you want to make 
disciples?” The Answer is love. 

“For God so loved the world…” is a partial quote from John 3:16. As we are given the gifts by God we must remem-
ber that those gifts are meant to be used powered by love. You might say that, that should 
be automatic but, remember even Jesus Himself told the religious leaders of His days that 
they exercised their gifts for personal gain and not for the intent of loving on others. There 
are people in the Christian circles that are doing things for personal gain and not for the 
intent of loving others. 

What I am sharing with you in this article is two things. One, God gives us gifts to be ex-
ercised for the benefit of others. Two, Paul is reminding us and keeping us accountable so that we can and should 
exercise those gifts given to us for others as our expression of love. This is being like Christ because all that Jesus 
did for us was only because He loves us. 

Spend time in prayer with God the Father to give you a heart of love for others as you know and are reminded that 
He loves you. 
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Announcements

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, May 7   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
        Melanie F, Marion K 

  May 14   Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal  
        AV

  May 21   Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, 
       Jaydee G, Jules G

  May 28       Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S et al, 
        Danae O

Waikapu Cleaning Schedule

Week of May 11-13
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimi F, Loida P
 

Week of May 18-20
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol Sa, Phyllis N

Week of May 25-27
Team 4

Hawea R, Wendy I, Lynette K, Anna G, 
Stephen K*

0

Week of June 1-3
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, Josie Y*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone,
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif to the number 
81010 or (808)670-3442  

OR
C) Give your cell number to the office and 

request to be added.
*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.
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Donations Needed!
On Saturday, May 20, 2017 Two Thirds 

World Network (TTWN) will be holding a yard sale for 
Mission Outreach in South East Asia.  It will be held 
on the front lawn of the Valley Isle Fellowship High 
Street campus from 7am to 11am.  The mission field 
has grown from a basketball court in Santa, Ilocos Sur, 
Philippines, to all over Southeast Asia. This year there 
is a planned trip in October or November to assist with 
water access for several communities.  Your generosity 
in the past has helped spread God’s love in real and 
practical ways. So, if you find yourself ready to do a 
spring cleaning and wish to donate items to the mission 
field, please contact 

Grace Motonaga @ 357-4553. 
We are so very thankful. God Bless! 

P.S.  Don’t forget to come shopping too!!



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Please pray for Prime Minister Maris Kucinskis of Latvia 
(Eastern Europe).
*French Nationals of France-In March, you rejoiced to learn 
that a little church in south-central France had grown to the point 
that it had divided and started separate meetings. Now there is 
another reason to praise the Lord for that little church! During 
Easter services, two more people entered the water of baptism. 
As the church celebrated the Lord’s resurrection and the new 
life in Christ of these two people, invited guests, including many 
nonbelievers, heard a clear declaration of the gospel. Pray that 
those visitors will be challenged to learn more about the mes-
sage they heard, that they will lay their burdens before the Lord, 
and that they will give their lives to Christ. Pray for members of 
Team France who shared the Word of God, asking that they will 
have many opportunities to meet with those guests who attended 
the Easter services. Also pray that those who were baptized will 
grow in their faith as they are discipled.
*Peoples of Northern Madagascar-In March, one of the stron-
gest cyclones to hit Madagascar since 2012 struck the north-
east coast, near the town of Antalaha. Reports indicated that 50 
people were killed and 176,000 were displaced. As the country 
slowly recovers from this disaster, please pray that God will pro-
vide clear paths for volunteers, resources, and services. Ask Him 
to comfort those who are grieving the loss of life and property, 
and also of livelihood.
*Southeast Asian Peoples-Three weeks ago, Pastor Raymond 
Koh was abducted by masked men in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Pray for his safe return, for boldness in sharing the gospel while 
in captivity, and for comfort for his family as they eagerly await 
his return.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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“Pray God would continue to send us laborers for His great 
harvest in San Diego.  Also pray that we would be worthy to 
receive the many lost among us.” Dale & Ashley Huntington

*   *   *   *   *  
West-Vast spiritual lostness describes just about the whole 
western region. Almost nine out of 10 residents in the Wests 
have no relationship with Christ. Thatʻs 62 million people–86 
percent of the population–who are lost.  And there are very 
few people in the region to tell them about Jesus-just one 
church for every 16,000 people.

Pray for the urban, Send City areas of the West. Please pray 
for the lost in the very religious areas like Salt Lake City. 
When you are in a secular place, it is easy to see the need 
for the gospel. But when religion is all around, lostness is 
well camouflaged. Pray for the more rural areas like Hawaii-
paradise needs partners too! We often do not see the need 
for evangelism and church planting in places like the Hawaii 
Islands, but the truth is the needs are desperate.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

May 2017
  7 9:00 am - Worship Service 

            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 noon - VBS Staff Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study 

  8 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

10 6:30 pm - Youth Group

14 Motherʻs Day
 9:00 am - Worship Service 

            10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study 

    15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

  15-26   Clarice out of the office

    17 6:30 pm - Youth Group

    18      1:00 pm -MCBA Pastors Meeting @ VIF
 6:30 pm - MCBA Executive Bd @ VIF
 King Kekaulike High School Graduation

    19      6:00-7:30 pm - Sweet Life Cafe
 Baldwin High School Graduation

    20  TTWN Yard Sale @ High Street
 Maui High School Graduation

    21 9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
 Lahainaluna High School Graduation

 22     6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

 24     6:30 pm - Youth Group

 26     St. Anthony High School Graduation

 27 Seabury High School Graduation

 28 9:00 am - Worship Service 
  - Lordʻs Supper

            10:30 am - Sunday School Promotion Sunday
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study 

    29 Memorial Day - office CLOSED
  NO Prayer Meeting 

   31 6:30 pm - Youth Group

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com



Are You Serious?  Give Up My Rights?
1 Thessalonians 2:7-12

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.    ___________ of Christians. – 1 Thessalonians 2:7a

 A.   ______________ have rights. – 1 Timothy 5:17-18

 B.   _________________ have rights.

   
II.   _________ and _________________ overwhelms those rights. – 
      1 Thessalonians 2:7b-8

 A. Love makes a  _______________.
 B. Love of a _____________.

 C. Christians love Jesus and _________ He __________.

III.  ___________ giving up those rights. – 1 Thessalonians 2:9-11

	 A.	Your	sacrificial	efforts	don’t	___________	your	rights.
	 B.	Freely	giving	them	up	so	you	can	be	an	____________	example	of	our	

      _____________  ___________.

IV. Living a  ___________ life. – 1 Thessalonians 2:12

 A. Plead, encourage, and urge not to ___________ and to _______________ .
 B. To live so God would consider us  ___________.
	 C.	To	share	in	God’s	_____________	and	in	His		__________.

Notes:
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