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Don’t Be Discouraged, Be Excited Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

Last Sunday was a very exciting day for me as Valley Isle Fellowship began a new schedule.  To be honest 
with you, I was a little apprehensive as I made the decision and commitment to this new schedule.  I was ap-
prehensive because during the year prior to this change, I had floated the idea to several people and had a 
mixed response.  I really don’t like getting people upset and therefore I was apprehensive in making this 
move.  However, after much prayer and soul searching, I finally made the decision, believing that this is the 
Lord’s will. 

I sensed that a new and exciting spirit filled the church last 
Sunday.  We anticipated that the normal numbers of people 
would be in attendance and since January, we have been aver-
aging only about 155.  Last Sunday we had 165 adults and 30 
children for a total of 195.  In preparing for this service, we 
ordered 165 lunches and to my surprise, we actually ran out.  I 
want to extend my sincerest apologies, especially to those who 
were not able to eat.  I simply underestimated the numbers of 
people who would attend. 
 
However, I have to also say, “PRAISE THE LORD!!!”  Sensing the 
loss of so many over the past few years has been very painful.  
It was comforting to know that maybe the loss was not as large 
as we once had thought.  Nevertheless, any loss, no matter 
how small, is still very painful because it involves people that 
we care for.  But, praise the Lord, we have not lost as many.   
 
My desire is that we will not focus on the negatives, but we 
will focus on the positives of bringing glory and honor to our 
Lord and Savior.  We need to realize that it is not about bring-
ing glory and honor to Valley Isle Fellowship, but glory and 
honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  It is therefore not 
about the numbers that we have attending VIF on Sundays, 
but the numbers that we have living victoriously for Jesus 
Christ in the community, 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.  The 
numbers attending VIF should be considered a gauge as to 
how many are living victoriously for Jesus during the week.  
The goal is not to build a big crowd in our worship services, but 
to build a great people who will love Jesus with all of their 
heart, mind, and soul 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
I sense that a very dynamic change is beginning to happen in 
VIF.  A change that makes the desires in the previous para-
graph very possible.  A change that will truly bring glory and 
honor to Jesus Christ.  However, I know that one of the strate-
gies of Satan will be to distract and discourage some.  In fact, 
he can distract and discourage so much that they will begin to 
lose their joy and excitement.  They may even drop out 
(prayerfully, if this happens, only for a short period of time).  
This kind of pull back may have a domino effect on others.  

Others may also get discouraged because of what others may 
be struggling with.  Rightfully so, they should be concerned 
about all who go through difficult and challenging times, but it 
should never rob them of the joy and excitement of their love 
and service unto the Lord. 
 
By rising over the discouragement of the challenging times in 
others’ lives, you stand the possibility of being an encourage-
ment to others by continuing in the excitement and joy that 
Jesus continues to bring into your life.  This will help others to 
see that God has not abandoned them, but that He will bring 
strength to overcome those challenges if they will draw close 
to Him.  His love and grace does cover us during challenging 
times.  His power and might will continue to strengthen and 
guide you through no matter what challenge may buffet you. 
 
Drawing close to God and His people is the answer to surviving 
through these challenges.  By drawing away and dropping out, 
you actually put yourself into a dire situation.  God’s remedy is 
really the only viable solution for these difficult and challeng-
ing days.  It is important to make wise decisions so that good 
consequences will fill your life.  Remember that bad choices 
brings about bad consequences. 
 
Our Father in Heaven 
loves us so much and 
He desires us to have 
a full and abundant 
life.  If we spend time 
fighting against His 
will for our lives, we 
will deny ourselves 
that full and abun-
dant life that He de-
sires for us.   
 
This article might 
seem to be very 
negative.  This is not 
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my intention.  My motive for writing to you about this is that you will not get discouraged at the first sign of challenging times.  
Fight the battle to keep your eyes fastened on Jesus.  He is your hope.  He is your strength.  He is the answer.   
 
Right now in VIF, things look very positive.  We are beginning to see some very exciting things shaping up.  We are seeing a few 
who are turning their lives over to Jesus Christ and that is very exciting.  We are seeing some who are making painful decisions to 
be faithful to the Lord, but as they endure the pain, they will also experience the glory of the Lord to set them free.  We are see-
ing others who are on the verge of making some scary but exciting decisions and as a result of that, we will see them empowered 
into an exciting life in Christ.  We really need to be encouraging each other to keep our eyes on Jesus and not to be discouraged 
by the challenges that Satan will put before us.   
 
Let us fervently pray for each other.  Let us fervently pray that God will have His way in all of our lives and for His glory to be re-
vealed to all of Maui County.  Let us all come to the realization of the Hymn Writer who wrote, “On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, 
all other ground is sinking sand.”  Let’s all stand on Christ the solid rock and encourage each other to do the same.  God bless you 
all. 
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My good friend Doyle Moore died on Sunday February 22nd, one hour 
after watching me preach on the Coral Ridge Live-stream from a hos-
pital bed in Boston. Doyle was an elder at Coral Ridge, a LIBER-
ATE board member, and one of my greatest encouragers. He had can-
cer. And he had been suffering with his cancer for years. I had the 
privilege of preaching at his memorial service on Saturday, March 
14th. 
 
Another good friend, Dan Siedell, spoke as well. Like me, Dan had 
been on the receiving end of Doyle’s life giving joy and generosity. 
What Dan said was so moving to me that I asked him for permission to 
share with all of you what he said. Please be praying for Doyle’s 
widow Valerie. 
 

I had the privilege of serving Doyle as his Sunday school teacher the last few years of his life. It was my joy to see him and Val 
Sunday after Sunday, often taking the trouble to bring coffee, tea, and pastries for the handful of attendees. One of his favorite 
studies was on the book of Daniel, especially the account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and their encounter with the 
mysterious “Fourth Man” in the fiery furnace. 
 
It was Doyle’s wish that I share my reflections on this story with you today. You know the story. These brave and courageous 
youths refused to bend the knee to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol and so they were thrown into the fiery furnace. But God saves them. 
 
I want to focus on just one verse: Daniel 3:25. 
 
“Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son  
of the gods.’” 
 
Those of us who have been reared in the church know that Christians have for centuries interpreted this fourth man to be the 
son of God himself, a mysterious prefiguring of the child who would be born of Mary in Bethlehem and the man who would die 
horribly and shamefully on a cross outside the city of Jerusalem for you and for me. 
 
This is a story with a miracle. 
 
We usually presume that the miracle is that these three youths are rescued from the fire. 
 
But there is a greater miracle: 
 
God himself is actually in the fiery furnace with them. 
 
God, whom we think is distant, far off, and at best, busy dealing with more important stuff in the world than your fiery furnace, 
or mine. But God is there with them, in it. And the results are miraculous: the three young men are “unbound and unharmed.” 
What a subtle but powerful description with tremendous implications. Nebuchadnezzar doesn’t need to take them out of the 
furnace; they’re just fine in it, because God is with them. When Jesus promises you and me, “I will never leave you nor forsake 
you”, He means it. He is present in and with our suffering. Even during the worst of trials, even in the fiery furnaces of our own 
making, or the fiery furnace of a rare and deadly cancer. And to believe this promise unbinds and unharms us, it frees us to enjoy 
life as a gift and to love others, even in the worst of conditions. 

continued on page 4 
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That is what Doyle wanted me to tell you today. 
 
Now, what Doyle didn’t know I would say today is this: 
 
I’ve never seen a person live so “unbound and unharmed” in the fiery furnace as Doyle Moore. I found myself on more than one 
occasion as amazed as Nebuchadnezzar: look at that man, with such a terrible disease, look at him living with such joy, such free-
dom, such pleasure! 
 
His illness never quenched his lust for life, and, more remarkably, his lust to serve others—to help them professionally, spiritu-
ally, financially. For me, as it was for many of you, his remarkable, miraculous generosity was often exemplified by his desire to 
stuff me with food and drink. I never knew Doyle with his taste buds. The illness and his treatment had long destroyed them. But 
that never stopped him from enjoying, delighting in food and drink as a means of his grace. He delighted in the meal if I did, ask-
ing me, “What do you give it, 1-10?” or “Does it taste as good as it looks?” 
 
There is something else I want you to know today. 
 
I watched him walk about in the fiery furnace of his cancer in amazement as he lived fully, joyfully, and selflessly, as he traveled, 
dined, sat on boards, fund raised for causes and people he believed in, and barraged the world with his texts, emails, links, and 
phone calls, all while wearing that Cheshire Cat grin of his. But he did so not because of his unique personality or his robust cour-
age or the fact that his body was able to fight off the cancer. It was because he believed that Jesus was in the fiery furnace with 
him. Jesus was with him the day he received the diagnosis and was thrown into that fiery furnace, and was with him every single 
day since, through the good days and the bad. It was Jesus that enabled him and Val to love my family and me in miraculous, life-
giving ways, in ways they don’t even know, all while the cancer destroyed Doyle’s body. 
 
And so, when you remember Doyle and his remarkable joy for life, especially during these last few years, I want you to see him 
walking about in his fiery furnace, “unbound and unharmed” with Jesus. 

************************************************************************************ 

This article can be found at http://liberate.org/2015/03/16/the-fourth-man-in-the-fire/ 
 

This article first appeared on pastortullian.com and liberate.org and is used here with permission. You can also go to http://
liberate.org/2015/03/19/unstoppable-part-8/ to hear more about Doyle’s Memorial Service. 

Requested by Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
 

William Graham Tullian Tchividjian, is the senior pastor of one of America’s most well-known churches, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church  in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, a Lecturer of Pastoral Theology at Knox Theological Seminary, a contributing editor to Leadership Journal, and the 

grandson of Evangelist Billy Graham. He is a graduate of Columbia International University and Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando.  
 

Tullian is a best-selling author, having written several books, the most recent, One Way Love: God’s Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted 
World was released in October 2013. Other titles include, Glorious Ruin: How Suffering Sets You Free, and Jesus + Nothing = Everything, which 

won Christianity Today’s book of the year in 2012.  
 

Tullian has appeared on CBS News, Fox and Friends, Morning Joe, Sean Hannity, and the 700 Club. He has also written for the Washington 
Post, Huffington Post, Christianity Today, and a host of other print outlets.  As a respected pastor, author, and sought after conference 

speaker, Tullian is singularly and passionately devoted to seeing people set free by the amazing power of God’s grace.  
 

A South Florida native, Tullian has been married to his wife Kim since 1994 and they have three children: Gabe, Nate, and Genna.  
 

Daniel A. Siedell is curator of LIBERATE, where he explores the impact of grace on vocation and culture. Trained as an art historian, Siedell 
spent over fifteen years as an art museum curator and art history professor. He writes and lectures widely on grace in modern art and the 

intersection of faith and culture. He and his wife Kerri, live in Pompano Beach, attend Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, and have three teen-
aged children.  

http://pastortullian.com/
http://liberate.org/
http://liberate.org/2015/03/19/unstoppable-part-8/
http://liberate.org/2015/03/19/unstoppable-part-8/
http://liberatenet.org/


 

 

 

Childcare has been discontinued, 
due to having continued difficulty 
with recruiting and sustaining an 
adequate volunteer workforce.  
When we are able to grow and sus-
tain a good workforce, and there-
fore, provide an excellent child 
care ministry, we will restart this 
important ministry.  Thank you for 
your love and understanding. 
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7:00 AM……….Set-up 

9:00 AM……….Worship Service (no 

 childcare) 

10:30 AM……..Sunday School & 

 Adult Prayer Time 

 

We will be gathering in the cafeteria in groups, no lar-

ger than 8 persons.  Prayer facilitators will be leading 

you into praying in a manner that will touch the heart 

of God and move our church, community, nation, and 

world.  Please join us in this very powerful time with 

the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 

When:  

Mondays 
10 AM, 3 PM, 6:30 PM 

 
Where: 

VIF Sanctuary 
 

Who: 
EVERYONE! 

 
 

. . .May your will 
be done on earth,  
as it is in heaven.  

Matthew 6: 10b (NLT) 

Pastor Jeremy will be on  
vacation from April 28th—May 16th.  

 
 

Pastor Stephen will be on vacation 
from August 8th—19th 
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PHILIPPINE SPRING MISSION 2015- A CALL TO PRAYER 
 

Please continue to pray for the Spring Mission Trip 
 

Schedule: March 28- April 12 2015 
Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, CONSTRUCTION 

 

We are always looking for supplies. The boxes have been sent, but Vince can carry 50 pounds with him on the airlines 
when he goes.  Supplies needed for adults and children: Multivitamins, Ibuprofen/Tylenol, cold remedies (non liquid), 
antibiotic cream, anti allergy medication, and anti diarrheal medication. Thank you so much for your support. 
 
“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him? Suppose a 
brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if is not accompa-
nied by action, is dead.” 

 

April 12th  

6:00 pm 

COUNSELORS NEEDED 
 

Do you want to make an im-

pact on kids & teens lives?   
 

We are looking for volun-

teer camp counselors for our 

youth (June 8-12) & chil-

dren’s (June 22-26) camps. 
 

Please contact the office if 

you are interested. 

 

VIF Sanctuary 
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Be in the know.  Join 
our text alerts. 

 
To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-out 
of messages at anytime by replying, 
‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 
 
Trouble using 81010?  Try texting 
@mrvif to (808)670-3442 in-
stead. 
 
Standard text message rates apply. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Easter is quickly approaching.  The Special Events 
Team has decided to have a Sunrise Service at the 
Waikapu Property at 6am (weather permitting) 
and our  Easter Service at Wailuku Elementary at 
9am, with a potluck to follow.  Sign-up for the pot-
luck in the back  of the cafeteria. 
 

You will need to bring your own chairs to the Sun-
rise Service as we will be out in the open and there 
will be very minimal set-up & tear-down. 
 
Schedule:  
6 am—Sunrise Service 
 Weather permitting 
 Bring a chair 
9 am—Easter Service 
 Potluck Lunch to  
    follow.   

EASTER SUNDAY  
 
 
 
 

Sign-UP ON BACK TABLE 

Surf’s Up! 
 

Join the surf ministry on TODAY at 1000 Peaks, 

Ukumehame from 12pm—4pm.  All levels from 
beginner to advanced welcome!  Don't have a 
board?  We have extras!   

For more information contact:  
Daryl Quenga at 808-357-4694 or 

dqbeachboy@gmail.com 
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Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

How can you help? 
Check out these 
opportunities! 

Look on page 9 for more information on 
these ministries. 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0529 

Church Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 
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Crisis Care Ministry 
 

 

There is a need to minister to our community, and 
church, through Crisis Care Ministries.  This ministry 
will literally help people during times of crisis.  As you 
know, crisis seems to pop-up during the most incon-
venient times.  If you would like to find out more infor-
mation, and/or you are ready to be trained and acti-
vated, please get in touch with Pastor Stephen at 419-
8100. 

Disaster Relief Volunteers 
 
David Blair, a member of Lahaina Baptist 

Church, is the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Conven-
tion’s Disaster Relief Coordinator for Maui.  

He is encouraging each church to begin 
getting members prepared to help during 

times of need.   
 
If you are interested, please fill out the survey 

form at the back table and drop it in one of 
the Offering Bowls or get it to our office.  

You will be notified when training will be of-
fered in the areas that you express interest in.  
This would give you another opportunity to 

share Jesus Christ with people that you 
might never have the opportunity to except 

through these relief efforts.  God bless you as 
you consider this important opportunity. 

 Andy Sniffen (264-0526) is willing 
to direct a ministry that will reach 
out to members of VIF, and the 
community, who are in need of 
help with simple repairs.  This 
ministry would give us the oppor-
tunity to share Jesus Christ with 
both members and non-members.  
This group would also be called 
upon to help with repairs around 
the church.  Call Andy and get in-
volved. 

Malama Pregnancy Center 
 

This non-profit organization depends on the talents of 
many and the support of friends.  They do not accept 
government funding and provide their services free of 
charge to our island ohana.   
 

Services offered are: 
Pregnancy Tests 

Options Counseling w/Trained Peer Counselors 
Post Abortion Care Group 

Practical & Emotional Support 
Referrals to additional Resources & Agencies 

All services are strictly confidential & free of charge. 
 
You can come alongside this amazing ministry by donating 
of your time & talents and/or your finances.  Here are 
some ways you can volunteer (training is provided). 

Volunteer positions: 
Front Desk 

Client Advocates 
Fundraising Team Members 

 
Contact the center for more information.  

64 Central Ave, Wailuku, HI 96793 � 280-5810 
� www.mpcmaui.org 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

March 2015 
  

   
 22 9 AM - Pastor Stephen—Prayer, Foundation not 
   Optional 
  10:30 am -  Sunday School @ High Street Property 
   & Adult Prayer Time @ Cafeteria  
  12 pm—4 pm - Surf Ministry at 1000 Peaks in 
   Ukumehame 
  6 pm - Pastor Darren  
 
 23 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  3 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 
 25 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
  
 26 Prince Kuhio Day—Office Closed 
 
 29 9 AM - Pastor Stephen—Intentional Living 
   -Lord’s Supper 
  10:30 am -  Sunday School @ High Street Property 
   & Adult Prayer Time @ Cafeteria  
  6 pm - Pastor Jeremy 
 

 
 
 

 April 2015 
 

 03 Good Friday—Office Closed 
 
 04 Easter Sunday Workday 
 
 05 6 am - Sunrise Service @ Waikapu Property 
  9 am - Pastor Stephen—Easter—The Irony of the 
   Cross 
  10:30 am - Potluck Luncheon 
  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
  
 06 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  3 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 08 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 
 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
 

@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 
 

This Is Amazing Grace 

Overwhelmed 

Cornerstone 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Only Through Prayer 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

Mark 9:14-29 
 

I. ______________________ can Turn People to Jesus. (vs. 14-18) 

 A. Doing all that you can before letting _____________ set in. 

 B. Desperate ____________ lead to desperate _____________. 

 C. In desperate times, turn to ________, not the things of ____________. 

II. Severe Challenges reveal ___________________.  (v. 19) 

 A. Jesus ___________ who He was to the people.  

 B. Jesus again ____________ the ______________ of the people. 

III. _______ is real and seeks to _____________.  (vs. 20-22) 

 A. John 10:10a (NLT) 10aThe thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. 

 B. The thief’s (Satan’s) only desires are for _______ to __________. 

 C. John 10:10b (NLT) 10bMy purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.  

 D. Evil does not have to ______________. 

 E. There is a ___________. 

IV. _________ is real and seeks to ___________.  (vs. 23-24) 

 A. If you can? – Many ________________ if Jesus CAN. 

 B. What do you mean if I can? – Question: Why do you _________________. 

 C. Help my _________! – ________ your _________ to Jesus by coming to Him. 

V. Even the ________________ from Him.  (vs. 24-27) 

 A. Jesus only needs to ______ and His __________ is ______________. 

 B. The Demons are ___________ at the ______________ of Jesus. 

VI. __________ can be your greatest ___________.  (vs. 28-29) 

 A. The Disciples were ______________ by their failure. 

 B. They were being _________ and _____________ by their failure. 

 C. They were __________ that they ____________ do these things. 

 D. Only by ____________. 
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