
 

 

world to love and serve the Lord in every situation of life.  In 
the past, lessons and classes were the primary mode of trying 
to accomplish this.  The primary theory was that the more 
knowledge that you have about the Lord and His Word, the 
more mature or strong you would be.  However, that premise 
has not served us well for it is only partial truth.  It is important 
to love and know the Word of God, but it needs to move from 
knowledge to application.  We need to be people who concen-
trate on living out the Word of God.  Knowing needs to lead to 
doing.  The Word says that we need to be doers of the Word 
and not just hearers.   
 
We are commanded to live our committed and loving lives in 
very public ways.  Our faith, therefore, can not be so private 
that we are caught in the act of trying to hide.  If we are hiding 
our faith, we are disobeying our Lord's command to let our 
light shine brightly so that all men will see our good works and 
glorify the Father in Heaven.   We need to give up all of our 
attempts to put a basket over our faith in order to hide it from 
the world and instead, unashamedly and boldly loving and 
serving our Lord needs to grab us and propel us into the dark-
ness to shine for Jesus.   
 
Our light may seem very small and weak, but as small lights we 
are attracted to each other.  We are even commanded to cling 
to each other for 
scripture tells us not 
to neglect the gather-
ing of ourselves to-
gether as the heathen 
do.  We are to en-
courage each other 
on to love and good 
works.  This is what 
the church was 
meant to be.  The 
church was never 
intended to entertain 
and offer a false hope 
to each other.  The  
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Living In A World Of Increasing Darkness Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

As the world turns more dark and evil, even the smallest light will turn brighter.  It becomes more and more 

difficult to hide, even the smallest light.  The blackest night is shattered by even the smallest of light.  But, 

when you add a bunch of small lights together, the darkness seems to be conquered by this chorus of lights, 

no matter how small the individual may be.  Together they can defeat the darkness. 
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Our world is growing darker and more evil.  ISIS is running ram-
pant throughout the Middle East with a horrible reign of ter-
ror.  Immorality is reaching some of its lowest depths, espe-
cially in the area of sex trafficking.  Corruption in every seg-
ment of society is becoming very common place.  The moral 
fabric of nations is on a rapid decline and it is reaching even 
into com-
p o n e n t s 
t h a t 
should be 
immune to 
moral de-
cline, it is 
r e a c h i n g 
into the 
church. 
 
Jesus told 
us, as individuals and as the church, that we are the light of the 
world and we should not, and cannot, be hidden.  As the world 
turns darker and darker, we need to grow brighter and 
brighter.  It is so necessary that our love for Jesus grows in-
stead of being extinguished by the darkness.  We need to be 
like Christians of history.  History has shown that the harder 
evil tries to extinguish the embers of Christian love and ser-
vice, the more the embers are fanned into a consuming flame 
that refuses to be snuffed out.   
 
Trials and challenges are so uncomfortable to go through.  We 
all want to either avoid, or get through them, as quickly as pos-
sible.  We spend many hours worrying and contemplating how 
to get around them.  Scripture tells us that little flowers never 
worry when the storms of life comes, because they know that 
if it never rained, they would never grow.  We need to realize 
that if the storms of life, the trials and challenges of life, never 
come, then we would never grow.  We don’t and should not 
embrace these trials and challenges, but we can actually thank 
our Lord for them because they give us the opportunity and 
privilege of embracing our Lord more tightly.   
 
Discipleship is the process of encouraging each other and the 



 

 

church was meant to be a place where we were to be sharpened so that we can pierce the darkness.  Scripture says that we 
need to be like iron sharpening iron to each other.   
 
As individuals and a church that exists in growing darkness, we need our lives together to be aimed at loving our Lord and Savior 
in such a way that as individuals, and as a church, that we will pierce the darkness.  Our light needs to shine so brightly that it be 
like a neon sign pointing the way to Jesus.  This will give those who are lost and consumed in the darkness the opportunity to 
come out of the darkness and to enter into the light of the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  Light and darkness cannot coexist to-
gether.  One is always trying to conquer the other.  The Light cannot compromise with the darkness.  Darkness is always trying to 
snuff out and conquer the light.  The Lord said in the Book of Revelation that He desires us to be either hot or cold but because 
we are lukewarm, He will spit us out of His mouth.  Hot or Cold.  Light or Darkness.  The two cannot coexist.  Remember, luke-
warmness is repulsive to the Lord.  For too long many of us have thought that lukewarmness was OK.  It is not. 
 
The darkness is growing.  Evil is growing and it is trying to snuff out your light.  Listen to the clarion call of the Lord as He shouts 
out, "Let your Light shine before men, so that they can see your good works and glorify Me, the Lord God Almighty."  It doesn’t 
matter how small your flame may be, but it does matter that you have a flame for the Lord.  Draw close to Him and He will draw 
close to you.  Let the Lord and the flame of others encourage and strengthen you.  Let it embolden you to burn brightly and may 
you pierce the darkness.  God bless you! 

 
Living In A World Of Increasing Darkness 

continuation from page 1 
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Kick-off Sunday Schedule 

March 15th, 2015 
 

 

7:00 AM   Set-up 

 

9:00 AM  Worship Service 

 

10:30 AM  Luncheon/

Fellowship 

 

12 noon  Teardown 

 

 

No Sunday School or childcare 

A Time of Celebration and  
Fellowship: 

 

March 15th marks VIF moving to one 
morning service and a new emphasis 
that will empower us all to be more like 
Jesus in thought, word, and deed.  On 
this Sunday, there will be no Sunday 
School.  We will be having one service at 
9 AM followed by a time of fellowship 
over a meal.  The church will be provid-
ing the food and drinks.  We are want-
ing you to be treated to a time of great 
fellowship as we celebrate what God is 
about to do in our lives.  We ask that 
you come with a spirit of anticipation.  
God bless you all. 



 

 

 
You Are My Son, and I Love You 

By Tim Brister 
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Today was the start of baseball season in 

Southwest Florida. After opening ceremo-
nies, my two boys played a double header as 
part of the festivities. It was the first time 
my 5 yr old son to go head-to-head with the 
pitching machine. At his first at-bat, he sur-
prised himself with a line drive past the third 
baseman, and I was super excited and proud 
of him. The following three at-bats did not 
fare too well as he struck out all three times. 

As someone who has always been highly 
competitive, I always want my boys to do 
excel in whatever they do, including playing 
baseball. The downside to that, and the 
temptation I have struggled to avoid, is re-

sponding to them based on their performance. If they perform well, they see the pleasure of their dad. If they make mistakes 
and struggle, they hear the disappointment of their dad (“c’mon son!). 

As a Christian who believes the gospel should permeate every area of my life, there are more and more blind spots that I’m 
learning to see more clearly. When it comes to baseball, I realized that my sincere attempts to make them better players was not 
honoring the gospel. My response to them was based on their performance (good works), and their identity as a baseball player 
was more dominant in their thinking than being my sons. 

Today, I started to make a change and repent of this legalistic approach to coaching my boys. I want my boys to know, more than 
anything else, that they are my sons, and I love them. And that love is not based on what they do or do not do, but because of 
who they are. They are mine. So every time they get ready to play the game, I pull them aside and have a talk with them. Before 
when I stressed a litany of techniques, I am learning to look them eye-to-eye and tell them, “Son, I am so proud of you. No mat-
ter what happens, how well you play today does not change how much I love you and delight in being your dad. I just want you 
to have fun and enjoy the game.” After a kiss on the forehead, I sent them off to do their best, and the smile that begun on my 
face transferred to a shy grin on theirs. 

I reflected more this evening on how this relates to the Christian life in general. Paul is not afraid to tell Christians to fight the 
good fight, to run the race so as to win, and use other similar illustrations of going hard and excelling to your very best. But the 
performance of the Christian was not the source of Paul’s understanding of the Christian life. Rather, it was the fruit of an iden-
tify firmly rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Salvation is not won by your good performance or lost by your bad performance; therefore, God’s approval and acceptance is 
not determined by what you do or do not do. Rather, salvation is based on Jesus’ righteousness and His good works that speaks 
on your behalf. Because of Jesus you are unconditionally accepted and loved with an everlasting love. God has given you His 
Spirit to remind you with every breath that you are a son (or daughter) of God, and He delights in you because of Jesus. And this 
is precisely what I want my kids to have mirrored before them in how I coach them in playing baseball. 

Imagine how difficult growth in the Christian life would be if the foundation of our spirituality was based on our performance? 
When we think we do well, we feel loved; when we fail, we feel shamed. This kind of spiritual instability is not only debilitating; it 
is deadly. 

continued on page 4 
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But imagine if your Christian growth is grounded in your identity as a son of God, unconditionally loved and accepted because of 
Jesus? The pressures off to hit the home run everyday. Jesus did that for you. It’s okay to strike out, because God is not basing 
your relationship with Him on your batting average. You can grow as a Christian and excel in spiritual maturity, not out of fear 
that God may look down on you in shame and embarrassment, but because God looks on you with sheer delight and uncondi-
tional love. What I need every morning I wake is to know that I am a son of God, and my identity is forever secured because of 
who Jesus is and what Jesus did for me. 

I believe my boys will enjoy the game more and play better, not because of increased pressure, fear of failure, or letting their 
dad down. No. They will play better because they know they are not merely baseball players; they are my sons, and I love them. 
They can run, play, strike out, and win the game, but the good performances and bad performances are not going to dictate how 
I treat them. How much differently would they treat the game of baseball if that was drilled into their thoughts and consciences? 

The free grace and unconditional love of God is not a license to sin so that they may increase. Rather, they are the fuel and moti-
vation to strive for holiness and godliness with all that is within me. True sanctification springs from the depths of gospel reali-
ties. And it is those gospel realities that should give form and function to every aspect of the Christian life, including when we 
say, “Play ball.” 

 
************************************************************************************ 

This article can be found at http://timmybrister.com/2015/02/you-are-my-son-and-i-love-you/ 
Printed by permission of author.  

Requested by Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 
 

Timmy Brister, is 33 years old, the husband of Dusti (for nine years) and the father of Nolan, Aiden, and one on the way. He is a pastor and 
elder of Grace Baptist Church, founder/director of the PLNTD Network, director of The Haiti Collective, organizer for Band of Bloggers, and 

 
What Is The Gospel All About? Part 2: The Death of Jesus 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

Last week I shared with you, “The Life of Jesus,” and how knowing everything about Him is the Gospel. I mentioned that when-
ever you hear the words, “The Gospel” you need to think about the life of Jesus; everything He said, represented and had done  
while on earth. Today, when it comes to the Gospel I want you to think also about the death of Jesus and what purpose and in-
tentionality it has for us and how we greatly benefit from it.   
 
We need to understand and know that Jesus came to earth not to live but really to die. I’m not saying that anything He did while 
on earth means nothing, because it does. He showed us how we are to live while on earth and how to give glory to God. By Jesus 
dying on the cross He has given us an opportunity to start over, to begin to live the life that He lived.  
 
Did you know that you can’t just tell yourself that "I’m going to live the new life in Jesus” without first dealing with the old life 
you are currently living? Did you also know that there is not enough strength  in you alone, to just give up one life for another? If 
this was at all possible on our own then Jesus wouldn’t have had to come down to earth, take on our form and die in our place  
that we might live the way God the Father intended. The reality is that He did come and He did die intentionally that we may live 
rightly before our God, our Father. Being made right with God by Jesus dying for you and me is how we benefit greatly from his 
death.  
 
Let me explain how Jesus dying for you and me was intentionally done that we may live life to its fullest.   I’m going to use what  

continued on page 5 
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is called the Romans Road Plan of Salvation to explain how 
Jesus’ death gives us the power and the will to live the life God 
intended when He first created you and me.  
 
What we first have to recognize is the sin in us. In Romans 
3:23 it says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.”Because of our sin, we are separated from God. In Ro-
mans 6:23 it says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.” Did you know that 
the penalty for our sin is death, which is eternal separation 
from God the Father to spend in hell tormented in pain and 
agony? In Romans 5:8 it says, “But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”The penalty for our sin was paid by Jesus Christ! There 
was a penalty for the kind of life we were living and the price 
to pay was death and Jesus paid that debt by giving up His 
own life that we may live!  
 
In Romans 10:13 it says, “For whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” Did you know that if we turn from our 
sinful way of living, then confess and trust Jesus Christ as our 
Lord and Savior, we will be saved from our sins? Romans 10:9-
10 says, “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 
and are saved.” As good as the Romans Road Plan of Salvation 
is and how it is used around the world, I believe that we are 
missing one thing prior to sharing the Romans Road.  It can be 
boiled down to one question that we as Christians fail more 
times than not to share with people before sharing the Ro-
mans Road Plan of Salvation.   
 
People first need to know and understand their condition, 
their standing, and their relationship with God. To begin to 
share the Plan of Salvation with people, they need to know 
that they are sinners. I remember seeing a pastor’s sermon 
title online, titled, “Good people don’t go to heaven, only sin-
ners do.” If people don’t know that they are sinners, who need 
a Savior to save them from their sin, the Gospel of Jesus is ir-
relevant to them. This is where the testimony of the believer 
comes into play. To share with people about the Gospel is one 
thing, but to show the people why we need the gospel and 
how Jesus makes all the difference in our lives is another. To 
tell people what Jesus did with no reason as to why He did 
what He did is meaningless to people. So, the question is this, 
“What is sin?”  Other questions will come up too like, “Define 
sin for me “or “What does it look like?” We need to remind 

ourselves that we people naturally sin, so recognizing it is diffi-
cult to notice even in us.  
 
You’ll be surprised when you ask people what is sin? They ei-
ther won’t have an answer or they’ll give an answer that is not 
quite right. On top of that we sometimes share what sin is as 
facts and information, rather than sharing it as personal and 
relational. For example, if I was to share what is sin as infor-
mational it would sound something like this, “Man has been 
disobedient towards God from the beginning of time and God 
called that sin, so Jesus died for me to take away my sin.” Boy, 
doesn’t that sound like information?  
 
Now let me share it again but in a more personal and rela-
tional kind of way. “Growing up I didn’t quite know what love 
was really like until I heard how much God loves me and de-
sired for me to be with Him.  I realized that, after it was made 
known to me, what sin was—choosing to live a life apart from 
God. There was nothing I could do to establish that right rela-
tionship with God but because God loves me He sent his son, 
Jesus, to die on the cross to wash away and forgive me of my 
sin, so that I can have a right relationship with Him.  I couldn’t 
fathom what God did for me, but to know that He did it be-
cause He loves me and wants a relationship with me, I could-
n't stay apart from Him any longer.” Even in that quote it’s not 
quite complete. However, sharing from the heart will probably 
catch a person’s interest that gives you the permission to 
share more and hopefully leads to the sharing of the Gospel, 
the Plan of Salvation.  
 
The best way to talk about sin is to share your testimony. Who 
best to share what sin is than the one who is free from it?  
That person is you! The importance of the death of Jesus was 
more than having a wonderful life to live on earth. It was to 
deal with our sinful nature first. In order to live the life that 
Jesus lived, which is having a loving relationship with God, our 
sinful nature had to be dealt with and only God and Jesus 
could do that for us. The death of Jesus was revealing God’s 
unconditional love for you and me. It is believing that Jesus 
died for my sins so that I may have an everlasting relationship 
with The Everlasting God. Do you want to know more about  
what the death of Jesus means for you and others? Do you 
want to know why Jesus died for you and others? . I encour-
age you to read all thirteen chapters of the book of Hebrews 
in the Bible.  Let the death of Jesus impact your way of life 
that will change the way you live now and forever. 
 



 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

What is Remind and why is it safe? 
 

Remind is a one-way text messaging system.  With Remind, all personal information remains completely 
confidential.  Visit remind.com to learn more. 
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 Andy Sniffen (264-0526) is willing to direct a 
ministry that will reach out to members of VIF, 
and the community, who are in need of help 
with simple repairs.  This ministry would give us 
the opportunity to share Jesus Christ with both 
members and non-members.  This group would 
also be called upon to help with repairs around 
the church.  Call Andy and get involved. 

Today 
March 01, 2015 

Team 3 
 

Rosie Quenga 

Vicky Quenga 

Danica Cooley 

Dyllen Caoile 

Next Week 
March 08, 2015 

Team 4 
 

Karen Fontanilla 

Judy Giron 

Jaydee Giron 

Jules Giron 

Kolbe Fontanilla 

Alysha Fontanilla 



 

 

Disaster Relief Volunteers 
 
David Blair, a member of Lahaina Baptist 

Church, is the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Conven-
tions Disaster Relief Coordinator for Maui.  He 

is encouraging each church to begin getting 
members prepared to help during times of 

need.   
 
There is a Disaster Relief Volunteer Survey 

attached to this Newsletter.  If you are inter-
ested, please fill out this form, located at the 

back of the newsletter and drop it in one of 
the Offering Bowls or get it to our office.  
You will be notified when training will be of-

fered in the areas that you express interest in.  
This would give you another opportunity to 

share Jesus Christ with people that you 
might never have the opportunity to except 
through these relief efforts.  God bless you as 

you consider this important opportunity. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PHILIPPINE SPRING MISSION 2015- A CALL TO PRAYER 
 
Two Thirds World Network is once again putting together a mission in 
the Philippines this Spring.  Please begin praying how God may use 
you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philippines.  God is amazing 
the way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards and across 
oceans.  Often we go in thinking we will be an instrument in God’s 
Hands to change other’s lives when in reality we find that it is our life 
that is changed. Won’t you seriously consider joining us this Spring to 
see how God can work in miraculous ways for His Glory?  We would 
love to have YOU!! 
 
Tentative Schedule: March 28- April 12, 2015 
Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, CONSTRUCTION 
 
If interested or would like more information: please contact Vince 
Bagoyo 357-3842 
 
“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 
deeds?  Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is with-
out clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you 
well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if is not ac-
companied by action, is dead.” 

Crisis Care Ministry 

 
There is a need to minister to our community, 
and church, through Crisis Care Ministries.  This 
ministry will literally help people during times of 
crisis.  As you know, crisis seems to pop-up dur-
ing the most inconvenient times.  If you would 
like to find out more information, and/or you are 
ready to be trained and activated, please get in 
touch with Pastor Stephen at 419-8100. 

Today's Worship Songs 
 

I Will Stand 

Awesome Is The Lord Most High 

God Of This City 



 

 

 

CHANGES ARE COMING!CHANGES ARE COMING!  
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MARCH 22, 2015 
EFFECTIVE  Child Care Update 

We will be discontinuing childcare, 
starting March 22nd, due to having 
continued difficulty with recruiting and 
sustaining an adequate volunteer 
workforce.  When we are able to grow 
and sustain a good workforce, and 

therefore, provide an excellent 
child care ministry, we will restart 
this important ministry.  Thank 

you for your love and understanding. 

New Schedule Effective March 22nd  
 

7:00 AM……….Set-up 

9:00 AM……….Worship Service (no child

      care) 

10:30 AM……..Sunday School 

Weekly Prayer Meetings 
Changed from Wednesdays to 

Mondays: 
 

On March 16, 2015 Weekly Prayer Meetings will be on Mon-
days (at 3 different times): 
 10:00 AM 3:00 PM 6:30 PM 
 
The 3 times are to give as many people as possible the op-
portunity to participate in this very important ministry.  We 
want to encourage everyone to come and get involved in 
prayer that prays down the will of heaven.  Matthew 6:10 b 

 

Starting on Sunday, March 22
nd

, during 

the Sunday School hour, the adults will 

be going to the Lord in prayer.  We will 

be gathering in the cafeteria after the 

tables are returned to their rightful 

places.  We will be gathering in groups, 

no larger than 8 persons, around the ta-

bles.  Prayer facilitators will be leading 

you into praying in a manner that will 

touch the heart of God and move our 

church, community, nation, and world.  

Please make plans to join us in this very 

powerful time with the Lord. 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

March 2015 

  

 01 AM  - Pastor Jeremy—Rhythms of Life: Part 1 

  PM  - Pastor Stephen 
  

 04 6:30pm - Youth Group @ Sanctuary 

  7pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 

 08 AM  - Pastor Jeremy—Rhythms of Life: Part 2 

  PM  - Pastor Darren 
  

 11 6:30pm - Youth Group @ Sanctuary 

  7pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

  

 15 9 am - Pastor Stephen—Fellowship: A Blessing 
                  From God 

  10:30 am - Luncheon/Fellowship  
  6 PM  - Pastor Jeremy 
  

 16 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

  3 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 
 18 6:30pm - Youth Group @ Sanctuary 

  

 22 9 AM - Pastor Stephen—Prayer, Foundation not 
                   Optional 
  10:30 am -  Sunday School @ High Street  
  Property & Adult Prayer Time @ Cafeteria  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 
*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

 
Gospel Rhythms: Part 1 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9,20-23 
 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You 
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 
20 “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the stat-
utes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?’ 21 then you shall say to your son, 
‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
22 And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh 
and all his household, before our eyes. 23 And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in 
and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 
 
Definition 

Rhythms of life are the everyday activities that we engage in. 
 

What rhythms do we all have?  
We are all living in a _________ and from a _________. 

We all __________ to someone or something to speak _________. 

We all _____________ because we were all made to ___________. 

 

Notes: 
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