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A few more of you have taken the first step into com-
mitting to participate in a Discipleship Small Group.  
This is a very significant step and it won’t be easy, but 

I want to commend you for com-
mitting yourself to growing into 
the person that Christ desires you 
to be.  This will be a difficult jour-
ney filled with many challenges 

and trials.  However, I want to encourage you not to 
give up.  Satan is not happy with this decision that you 
have made and he will do everything in his power to 
discourage and prevent you from fulfilling this com-
mitment.  

He will cause difficulties in your schedule, in your       
relationships, and with your health (especially with 
your fatigue factor).  He will mess with your desires 
to stay in control, rather than the desires of God, as 
expressed in the Bible, to be in control.  There will be 
a reorientation of your perspectives, which may chal-
lenge your whole life style.  However, we all need to 
keep in mind that being pleasing to God is the ultimate 
goal that we will all be striving for.  Keep be working 
with all of your might to “love God with all of your 
heart, mind, and soul.”  No matter how difficult the 

struggle may get, keep trying to let Jesus be the num-
ber one priority of your life.

The blessings and benefits that will be showered upon 
you as you journey down this path will be exciting and 
thrilling.  Knowing that the Lord is on your side and 
that you are striving to bring glory and honor to Him 
will be deeply satisfying.  Knowing that you are a part 
of His family and part of His Kingdom’s work will be 
so gratifying.  The joy of having a hand in others com-
ing into the grace and mercy of Jesus and others grow-
ing more deeply in love with Jesus will give you peace 
and contentment.  The struggles will be significant, but 
the joys and rewards will far outweigh them.

Some of you may still be considering taking that first 
step.  Yes, I know that it is challenging and scary.  I 

want you to know that I love you and care about you.  
Therefore, I am committed to continue to be in prayer 
for you.  I want you to  know  that you can  call me, meet 
with me, email me and/or text me and I will consider it a 
privilege to help you answer questions and to see things 
from a Biblical perspective.  However, there is one thing 
that I cannot do for you.  I cannot make the decision for 
you.  That decision is between you and God.  You will 
have to answer to God for why you did or didn’t follow 
His commands.

As you watch others struggle to become all that God       
desires them to be, you will see that the struggle is a             
difficult one.  So many get started and when it gets a 
little difficult, they end up quitting.  Some have to take 
time off because they have to rearrange several things 
in their life before they can get back on track.  Yes, you 
will see some who will have much difficulty.  However, 
you will also see many whose life begins to take some 
tremendous changes.  In a year’s time, you will see some 
who will get so excited and serious about their Lord that 
their lives will look radically different.  Their whole fo-
cus and attention turns to loving and obeying Jesus that 
they no longer look like the same person.  This kind of 
change can become very spontaneous and contagious.  

If you keep on watching these people and the changes 
that continue to happen in your lives, you may end up 
saying, “I wish I had taken the challenge and entered 
into the journey that they committed themselves to.”  
Let me say to you, that whenever you come to that un-
derstanding, I want you to get on board and join the rest 
of us on that journey.  We will all rejoice that you have 
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(continued from page 1)
made that commitment.  We will welcome you with open arms to join one of our Discipleship Small Groups.  I 
don’t know what they will be called, but know that these groups will be concentrating on helping you to grow  
into loving Jesus with all of your heart, mind, and soul and to lovingly obey Him in everything.  It doesn’t matter 
when you get on board, but it does matter that you do get on board.  
 
I am very excited to say that you will begin to see Valley Isle Fellowship become a very different church.  We 
will grow in our love for each other, our love for all non-Christians, and especially in our love for our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  This will reveal itself in the character, energy, and excitement of all that VIF does.  We will see an in-
crease in the number of those from the community coming to faith in Jesus Christ and joining in with us.  We will 
also see others leave VIF as they follow the Lord to go in loving obedience to other fields.  Some will go to other 
parts of our island to do His work.  Others will move to another part of our state to serve Him.  And still, others 
will go to another state and/or nation to serve Him.  We will see the Body of Christ (and VIF is a part of the Body 
of Christ) begin to grow and reach out to men, women, and children everywhere.  I pray that you will grow in 
your excitement over what God is and will do in and through Valley Isle Fellowship.  God bless you all!

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Is God Calling You?
Next month, from the 16th to the 30th, a  mission team 
will be travelling to Luzon to continue on mission for 
Christ.  Mission ministries will include medical/     den-
tal, evangelism, VBS, and prayer walking at villages.  
The mission team will also help with devotionals and 
fellowship at the newly built worship center in Luzon.

If God is speaking to you about joining the team in 
March, please contact 

Vince Bagoyo at (808)357-3842  
God can  certainly use YOU!

These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is 
great, but the workers are few.  So pray to the Lord 
who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.” Luke 10:2 (NLT)

May God bless you always!

Friday, February 17, 2017

6 pm - 7:30 pm
VIF Church - 473 High Street

Enter from stairs facing High Street

Ladies...Come join us for a cup of 
coffee, tea, water.  

Bring a friend or meet a friend.

For more information contact:
Pam (446-4009) or Lani (757-1652)



 Two Worlds Collide
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

But how can they call on him to save them unless 
they believe in him? And how can they 

believe in him if they have never heard about him? 
And how can they hear about him 

unless someone tells them? And how will 
anyone go and tell them without being sent? 

That is why the Scriptures say, 
“How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

Romans 10:14-15 (NLT)

As Christians we are waiting for a new world and new heaven. However, have you asked yourself why we are 
still here in this world?

I believe the Lord is already telling us that this world is soon to fade away, but in the midst of it God is  reaching 
out to those who will answer the call to believe in His Son.

The thing that concerns me is that God wants us to go out into this world and share the Good News about Jesus. 
Yet, what we are doing is telling the people to come to us, or, more like, “Come to church then I can tell you the 
gospel.” The picture I visualize in my mind is like telling the people of this world to come into our world so I 
can tell you about the love of Jesus. When, in fact, it is not biblical according to the scriptural passage above. 

It seems like two worlds are colliding and it’s intentional. As Christians, God wants us to go to the world to tell 
people about the Good News, not to tell the world to come into ours and only then do we share Christ.  

Let’s not forget and be encouraged by what Jesus said when we take the Gospel to the world. “I will be with you 
to the ends of the earth.” Rest assured the reason we can go into the world is because of Christ in us. He gives 
us the power, wisdom, words and courage to accomplish the task he sets before us.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
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VIF Church Members!!!
Called business meeting
Sunday, February 26

6 p.m.
(High Street Sanctuary

during the Evening Service hour)

Wanted . . . 
Volunteers 

to help with childcare during the 
worship service hour on a rotating schedule

Sign-up today at the back table!

Children are a gift from the Lord.;
they are a reward from Him.

Psalms 127:3 (NLT)



Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
 Today, Feb 5 Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B.

  Feb 12 Team 1: Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F

  Feb 19 Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal  
    AV
  Feb 26 Team 3: Hawea R, Francis C

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Feb 9-11
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Feb 16-18
Volunteers Needed

Week of Feb 23-25
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Feb  9-11
Volunteers Needed

Week of Feb 16-18
Hawea R

Week of Feb 23-25
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 

mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.
C) Give your cell number to the office and 

request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* India: On November 9, India’s Prime Minister announced that 
the majority of the nation’s currency would no longer be usable 
and would need to be exchanged for new notes or deposited in 
banks. This effort is intended to curb “black money” (money 
illegally obtained or not declared for tax purposes). Many are 
suffering, as they spend many hours trying to get money out of 
banks that do not have enough cash to go around. Also, some 
do not have bank accounts and no access to cash. Pray for relief 
for those suffering without cash to pay bills and buy food. Pray 
for the gospel to be proclaimed in this land and for the people to 
have a hope that is placed in Christ and not in earthly systems.
* Northern Coastal Peoples of Mozambique: “Please pray 
for the few Mwani (pronounced MWA-nee) believers,” asks 
the Makuha-Nahara Team. “They have faced persecution and 
threats from their friends and family members, and several be-
lievers have backed away from being obedient to Christ. Pray 
that God will raise up a fellow national believer who shares their 
faith without fear.”
*Central Asian Unengaged Peoples: Pray for the 200,000 
Khorasani Turks of Iran who have no known witness to the    
gospel. Pray that they will encounter the gospel and believe. Ask 
God to send workers to live among the Khorasani Turks..

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Pray for students at Ohio Wesleyan University and our 
churchʻs ability to share the gospel with them. Kale & 
Morgan Booher
“Pray that the Lord would raise up ʻeveryday 
missionariesʻ in Chicago to saturate every place and 
people troup with the gospel.” Chris Wright, Chicago 
Send City Missionary

Chicago, IL 
8,792,970 people live in metro Chicago

42% are unaffiliated with any religious body
9.1% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 34,348 Chicago residents



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

February 2017
    5 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
     - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  6 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

  8 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 12 9 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
     - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study 
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 13 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 15 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 17 6:00 PM - SLC

 19 9 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 20 Presidentsʻ Day - Office Closed
 NO Prayer Meeting

 22 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 26 9 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School    
        - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - VIF Called Business Meeting

 27 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

March 2017
     1 6:30 pm  Youth Group “Fuel” 
     5 9:00 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School       
     - Adult Sunday School

 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  6 Prayer Meeting 

  8 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” 

 12 9:00 am - Worship Service

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Give It A Chance
Acts 5:33-42

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. One’s  ________ can cause one to respond  ________________.

 A. The Disciples were  _________________  _____________ from prison.

 B. They went right back to the ___________ to __________ and didn’t  _______
       from arrest.

 C. The high council and the Pharisees responded with _____________.

II. Is it of God or Man?

 A. If of Man, it will eventually  _________.

 B. If of God, realize that you’re _____________ against ________.

III. Cannot rob the ________ of the _________ from  ___________  ______________
     of Christ.

	 A.	Personal	sacrifice	is	looked	upon	as	a		________________.

 B. The joy of the Lord enhances  ___________________.
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