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By saying that the root problems are spiritual, it means that 
our relationship with Christ has gone awry.  Sometimes, it is 
plain disobedience to the Lord, or because we see situations 
and challenges through our own eyes and not through the 
eyes of Jesus.  At other times, we have not spent the time and 
effort to uncover the will of God so we attempt to address the 
situation in our own strength and knowledge. 
 
Since the root problems are always spiritual, we must also 
come to realize that the answers are also spiritual.  You have 
heard all of your Pastors say that “It is all about Jesus,” or 
“Jesus is the Answer to Every Problem,” and “Jesus is suffi-
cient!”  We could not be more convinced and serious about 
this.  If we were to continually and fervently seek to be in 
sweet fellowship with our Lord and to lovingly obey His every 
desire, we would find Him defeating every trial and challenge 
in our lives.  Instead of first attacking the symptom, it would 
be wiser to first address our relationship with Jesus Christ, the 
root problem.   
 
Let me suggest to you a plan of action to deal with the root 
problems that lie at the base of every trial and challenge that 
we face.  You must realize that the path to addressing the root 
problem comes only through PRAYER.  Prayer is communicat-
ing with God in a very intimate and personal manner.  The fol-
lowing can prove very helpful to you if you sincerely apply 
these principles: 

1. Start your time in PRAISE and THANKSGIVING.  If you 
are going through a heart wrenching trial and chal-
lenge, it may be very difficult to “praise” and “thank” 
God for anything.  However, as you fight the battle to 
praise and thank Him, you will find that your heart and 
soul gets ready to hear Him and fellowship with Him.  
Even in your deepest and darkest moments, as you fix 
your mind and heart on Him, you will find many things 
to praise and thank Him for.  Therefore, start with 
PRAISE and THANKSGIVING. 

2. After giving the Lord the honor and glory that is due 
Him, turn to a time of CONFESSION.  This may very 
well lead you into a time of “brokenness.”  Don’t be 
afraid to be broken before the Lord.  In order for God 
to do great and mighty things in your life, you need to 
come to the point of total surrender to Him, and many 
times, brokenness is the pathway to total surrender.  
This time of “confession” is where you confess to Him 
all of the failings and sin in your life.  Yes, you might 
feel very bad and guilty, but God’s desire is to cleanse 
and forgive us, Satan’s desire is that you keep these 
sins hidden so that they can continue to wreck havoc 
and destruction in your life.  Confession is painful and 
sometimes very painful, but forgiveness is sweet and 
blessed.  Sincerely confess your sins to the Lord. 

3. Enter again into a time of THANKSGIVING, specifically 
thanking Him for His love and forgiveness.   

4. These first 
three steps 
might be dif-
ficult and 
they can be 
time consum-
ing, but they 
are really 
worth your 
time and ef-
forts.  By suc-
ceeding with  

continued on page 2  

 
IN THIS 

ISSUE 

1-2 The Problem is Spiritual 

3  Why Lamentation Must Precede   
          Liberation 

4-5   Announcements 

6 Calendar 

7 Disaster Relief Form 

The Problem Is Spiritual by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
 

Christians, and churches, all over the world have problems.  However, the primary problems are not what 
you might think.  If you were to dig below the surface, you would discover that the root problems for all 
Christians and churches throughout the world are spiritual.  Whenever we take our eyes off of Jesus, we will 
run into trouble of many kinds.  The trap that most of us get caught in is that we usually try to fix only the 
symptoms instead of addressing the root problems. 



 

 

these first three steps, you should now be able to deal with the 
specifics of the problem that is confronting you.  You are now 
cleansed and prepared to receive God’s answer and solution to 
the trials and challenges that confront you.  You might not like 
God’s solution, but you are now prepared to accept it.  You see, 
God’s solutions are not only the right solutions, but they are 
always the best solutions. God’s guidance and direction in 
Gideon’s life may have seemed foolish to Gideon, but Gideon 
was wise enough to accept God’s revelation.  His obedience to 
God’s direction brought tremendous victory. 

 
Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, the problems that we are fac-
ing are SPRITUAL.  Therefore, we must seek spiritual solutions, 
which are God’s solutions.  We must therefore be people of prayer.  
We must be seeking the Lord in prayer as individuals consistently 
and daily.  We must also be a people gathered in prayer together.  
This needs to take place in small groups and together as one body.  
Praying for God to cleanse us of all sins.  Praying that He would re-
veal His desires for all of us.  And finally, praying for the strength of 
character to go forth and accomplish His will.  We are His people 
and the sheep of His pasture.  He will not hide from us when we 
come to Him in humility and submission.   
 
Therefore, let’s begin to pray as individuals.  Let’s pray with sincer-
ity and with consistency, then let’s pray in small groups.  Seek part-
ners that you can go to the Lord with and seek His will together.  In 
the next couple of weeks, we will reveal to you what we believe is 
God’s plan for us to be in prayer together as the body of VIF.  Let’s 
seek to be in a right relationship with Jesus Christ so that He can fill 
us with His Holy Spirit and accomplish His will through us.  We live 
in exciting days and I look forward to what God has planned in and 
through us.  God bless you all. 

 
The Problem Is Spiritual 
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        Schedule  

Today  
February 01, 2015 

Team 4 

Donna Nozaki 
Chavelle Moniz 
Seth Yamada 

Wayne Sniffen 
Sheldon Moniz 

Karen Fontanilla 
Judy Giron 
Jaydee Giron 

Jules Giron 
Kolbe Fontanilla 
Alysha Fontanilla 

Next Week 
February 08, 2015 

Team 5 

Volunteers Needed! 

 
We are in need of people to volunteer to clean 
our church facilities on High Street.  Tasks in-
clude: 
 
Sanctuary/3 bathrooms: 
1. Vacuum floors 
2. Empty rubbish containers 
3. Straighten room/dust as  

needed 
 
Please sign-up in the back  or 
call or email the church office if you'd like 
to help.  We ask that you choose one day of 
the following: Thursday, Friday, OR Saturday 
of the week that you are able to volunteer to 
do the work.  
 
If three people were to volunteer each week, 
it would take only about an hour or so to com-
plete.  By joining together in this task, we can 
have fellowship, fun, and bring glory and 
honor to the Lord.  Please pray about this 
need.  



 

 

 
Why Lamentation Must Precede Liberation 

Pastor Zac Hicks 
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Our church has been sing-
ing a fabulous hymn for 
the last few weeks at the 
point of the service when 
we confess our sins. It’s a 
versification of Psalm 13, 
penned by Isaac Watts, 
and the music (by Karl Di-
gerness of City Hymns) is 

both simple and elegant—a great example of matching text 
and tune.  
 
Our church is going through one of those waves of suffering, 
where it seems like many people in our body are experiencing 
heavy trials of all types. As is often said in various ways at LIB-
ERATE, God’s grace shines most brilliantly when we have bot-
tomed out in the pit of darkness. Lamentation is the wailing of 
one who has bottomed out. Lamentation is the crying out of 
one so desperate that they’re coming clean about feeling ut-
terly abandoned by God: 

Shall I forever be forgot, as one whom Thou regardest not? 

Still shall my soul Thy absence mourn, and still despair of Thy 
return? 

Honest. Real. These are the words of someone who is at the 
end of their rope. The irony of all this is that suffering and 
need, though they don’t feel like it, are evidence of God’s 
nearness. It rightly feels like God is absent, but it just might be 
that He is becoming more present than ever. 

We often think that the liberating work of God in our life 
should feel like a breakthrough—cathartic, relieving, goose-
bumpy. And it ultimately is, for that’s where it ends. But the 
process of liberation (which is both life-long and cyclical 
throughout life) rarely excludes lamentation. In his powerful 
book, Grace in Addiction, author John Zahl pulls the curtain 
back: “Truth often feels more like a personal disintegration 
than a breakthrough…God’s work in the life of an individual is 
primarily and necessarily deconstructive.”* If we are likened to 
buildings, then our lamentations are the creaks, groans, and 
shudders that accompany our deconstruction when we are on 
the verge of collapse.  Lamentation is the soundtrack of our 
disintegration, God’s blessed, painful work. 

In this regard, lamentation signals our complete loss of hope in 
anything but the mercy of God. Gone are the charades and 

smokescreens of personal ability and self-help. Gone is the 
false pride that “I am a rock, I am an island” (Simon and Gar-
funkel). I am not the master of my fate; I am not the captain of 
my soul. To put it in the words of the Reformation, this is a 
sola gratia moment. If I am to be saved, help must come from 
outside of me, without my aid—by grace alone. 

And this is right where God wants us. 

Have you ever noticed that lamentation stood at the center of 
history’s moment of salvation? When Jesus hung on the cross, 
he groaned out Psalms of lament, like “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me” (Psalm 22:1). And before we take this 
statement to its cosmic end (Jesus felt the forsaking of the Fa-
ther so that we wouldn’t have to), we need to remember this 
moment as a cry, from a weak man, who felt alone, just like 
us. As Jesus was saving us, he was lifting up a groan of lamen-
tation. 

And this is good news, because it means that our moments of 
lamentation are precisely our moments of salvation and com-
fort. Our lament becomes a rendezvous point to meet Jesus at 
the cross. We see our bleeding, dying Lord crying out, “It is 
finished” for us. He wraps his arms around us, and his blood 
and pain baptize our blood and pain in the irrevocable love of 
the cross. The ultimate comfort finally arrives when we see 
that Christ experienced the ultimate pain—the Father turning 
his face away—so that we would never have to. So our lamen-
tation is caught up in Christ’s, and it returns to us as a prom-
ise: no matter how broken we are, our God is near and he will 
not forsake us. And lamentation, through the cross, turns to 
salvation. “Those who sow weeping will go out with songs of 
joy” (Psalm 126:6). 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
*John Zahl, Grace in Addiction (Charlottesville: Mockingbird, 2012), 71. 
 

********************************* 

Article can be found online at http://liberate.org/2014/11/13/why-lamentation-must-
precede-liberation/ 

 
Printed by permission of author.   

Requested to be inserted by Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro. 
 

 Zac Hicks (D.Min. candidate, Knox Theological Seminary; M.Div., Denver Seminary; 
B.A., Biola University) is Pastor of Worship at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Ft. 

Lauderdale, FL, and blogger at zachicks.com and Liberate. He grew up in Hawaii, stud-
ied music in Los Angeles, and trained in Philosophy and Biblical Studies at Denver 

Seminary. His passions include exploring the intersection of old and new in worship. 
Zac is an avid writer and recording artist, most recently having produced His Be the 
Victor’s Name (EP). He is a contributing author to Doxology & Theology (Nashville: 

B&H, 2013).  
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PHILIPPINE SPRING MISSION 2015- A CALL TO PRAYER 
 
Two Thirds World Network is once again putting together a mission in the Philippines this 
Spring.  Please begin praying how God may use you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philip-
pines.  God is amazing the way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards and across oceans.  
Often we go in thinking we will be an instrument in God’s Hands to change other’s lives when in 
reality we find that it is our life that is changed. Won’t you seriously consider joining us this 
Spring to see how God can work in miraculous ways for His Glory?  We would love to have 
YOU!! 
 
Tentative Schedule: March 28- April 12, 2015 
Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, CONSTRUCTION 
 
If interested or would like more information: please contact Vince Bagoyo 357-3842 
 
“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith 
save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to 
him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, 
what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 

 Andy Sniffen (264-0526) is willing to direct a ministry 
that will reach out to members of VIF and the commu-
nity who are in need of help with simple repairs.  This 
ministry would provide simple repairs giving Christians 
the opportunity to share Jesus Christ with both mem-
bers and non-members.  This group would also be called 
upon to help with repairs around the church.  Call Andy 
and get involved. 

 

Surf’s Up! 
Join the surf ministry on Monday, February 16th 
at Kanaha Beach Park, Kahului from 8am—12pm.  
All levels from beginner to advanced welcome!  
Don't have a board?  We have extras!   

For more information contact:  
Daryl Quenga  

at  
808-357-4694  

or  
dqbeachboy@gmail.com 



 

 

Aloha Brothers & Sisters, 
 
As you know Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui is dedicated to helping women and their families 
that are facing an unplanned pregnancy.  We come along side them no matter what their choice.  
However, when they choose life for their baby we provide them with baby essentials from new 

born to age one year. 
 
At this time we are in need of: 
 20-30 boxes of 38—50 count gallon size Zip Lock bags. 
 10 cases of size four (4) diapers. 
 10 cases of size five (5) diapers. 
 
Many of you have provided financial assistance to purchase car seats, of which we are very grateful.  Many other’s have do-
nated baby clothes, diapers and other baby essentials.  You can drop the items off at Malama Pregnancy Center on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday during our hours of operation.  If you are unable to bring the items into the Center, please give us a call 
and we can make arrangements. 
 
Everything you do to help the Center and our Maui Ohana is very much appreciated. 
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui 
 
Hours of Operation: 

 Monday: 9am—12pm & 3pm—6pm 

 Tuesday: 8am—1pm 

 Thursday: 12pm—5pm 

 1st & 3rd Saturday of every month from 9am—12pm 
 
 

Mailing: 1710 Ka‘ahumanu PMB 423, Wailuku, HI 96793—Physical: 64 Central Avenue, Wailuku, HI 96793 
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Disaster Relief Volunteers 
 
David Blair, a member of Lahaina Baptist Church, is the Disaster Relief Coordinator for Maui.  
He is encouraging each church to begin getting members prepared to help during times of 
need.   
 
There is a Disaster Relief Volunteer Survey attached to this Newsletter.  If you are interested, 
please fill out this form, located at the back of the newsletter. and drop it off in the Offering 
Bowls or get it to our office.  You will be notified when training will be offered in the areas 
that you express interest in.  This would give you another opportunity to share Jesus Christ 
with people that you might never have the opportunity to, except through these relief ef-
forts.  God bless you as you consider this important opportunity. 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 
  

February 2015 

  
 1 AM - Pastor Stephen  

  Lord’s Supper 

  PM - Pastor Darren 

  

 4 6:30pm—Youth Group @ Sanctuary 

  7pm—Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 

 8 AM - Pastor Stephen  

  PM - Pastor Jeremy 
 

 11 6:30pm—Youth Group @ Sanctuary 

  7pm—Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 

 15 AM - Pastor Stephen  

  PM - Pastor Darren 

  

 16 Presidents Day Holiday: Office Closed 

  8am—12pm: Surf Ministry @ Kanaha Beach Park 

 
 19 6:30pm—Youth Group @ Sanctuary 

  7pm—Prayer Meeting @ Annex 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

 473 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

ph: (808) 244-0865 

www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Today's Worship Songs 
 

You Are Good 

Blessed Be Your Name 

From the Inside Out 

Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

1st Service - 8:00 am 
*Child care available at High Street property* 

 

2nd Service - 9:45 am 
*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Hoowaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI96793 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Church Member Disaster Relief Interest and Skills Survey 
 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address ___________________________________________ Home Phone _____________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip____________________________________________  Work Phone _____________________________ 
 
E-mail ___________________________________________________Cell Phone ______________________________ 
 
Church __________________________________________________ Church Phone ___________________________ 
 
Church Address ___________________________________________ City/State/Zip ___________________________ 
 
Would you be interested in assisting with a disaster relief project by our church: 
 
____ In this community   ____ In this county    ____ In this state 
____ In the USA    ____ Internationally 
 

Interest/Experience/Training 
 
Check the types of disaster ministries that interest you.  Place two checks by areas where you are experienced. 
 

__ 1.   Advisory/advocacy    __ 15. Interpreter: Language _______________________ 
__ 2.   Bulk distribution    __ 16. Legal Aid 
__ 3.   Casework     __ 17. Literacy 
__ 4.   Chainsaw crew/tree removal   __ 18. Medical emergency team 
__ 5.   Child care     __ 19. Mud-outs 
__ 6.   Cleanup crew     __ 20. Reconstruction team 
__ 7.   Communications (Ham Radios)   __ 21. Repair (emergency) 

__ 8.   Counseling     __ 22. Salvage 
__ 9.   Crisis closet     __ 23. Sanitation 
__ 10. Damage assessment    __ 24. Security 
__ 11. Elder care (or handicapped)   __ 25. Shelter management or care 
__ 12. Employment assistance   __ 26. Transportation 
__ 13. Evacuation of persons    __ 27. Other: ____________________________________ 
__ 14. Feeding  

 
Check if you have training in the following:  

__ Involving Southern Baptists in Disaster Relief __ American Red Cross 
__State disaster relief manual   __ Introduction to Disaster Services 
__Hands-on training with unit   __Mass Feeding 
__ Temporary emergency child care   __Advanced first aid and CPR 
__Crisis counseling     __ Other: _______________________________________ 
__ Other disaster relief training 
 
 
 
              Date Received : _____________________ 


