
Valley Isle Fellowship
Love God, Love His Church, 
    Love His World
473 S High St - PO Box 886
Wailuku, HI  96793                                                  

Discipled In and Into Community 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

NEWSLETTER
January 22, 2017   www.vifmaui.com

One of the biggest problems in all 
of society is the problem of isolation and loneliness.  
This feeling can be very depressing.  Feeling like no 
one cares and no one supports you can be very devas-
tating and debilitating.  Powerful Christian Disciple-
ship combats this spirit of isolation by striving to be 
very inclusive.  Inclusive in that all people of every 
kind of life-style and belief are invited to come, see, 

and experience the love, grace, 
and mercy of Jesus Christ.

 Being inclusive of all people, 
however, does not mean that we 
will agree with everyone’s beliefs 
or appreciate everyone’s actions.  
In fact, scripture commands us 
to stay on the very narrow path.  

Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT) 13 “You can enter God’s 
Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The high-
way to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many 
who choose that way. 14 But the gateway to life is 
very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few 
ever find it.  Our attitudes and actions as Christians 
towards those who are on the broad highway to hell 
should be one of inclusivity and one of love, grace, 

and mercy.  The big challenge is to carry out our dis-
agreements with those on this highway to hell in a 
Christ-like manner.  One that is filled with all of the 
love, grace, and mercy of Jesus Himself.

God provides us with everything that we need to be-
come all that He desires and commands of us.  He 
provides for us the “bride of Christ,” His church, to 
help to nurture and disciple us into people who love 
and obey Him.  This church provides small disciple-
ship groups that help us to learn the scriptures and to 
apply them to our lives.  The applying of scriptures 
in our daily lives are greatly enhanced when we have 
the inclusive kinds of relationships that care enough 
to lovingly and graciously hold us accountable to the 
truth.  

For instance, holding us lovingly accountable to love 
those who might hate us.  Matthew 5:44-48 (NLT) 44 

But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who per-
secute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true 
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his 
sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends 
rain on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If you love only 
those who love you, what reward is there for that? 
Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you 
are kind only to your friends, how are you different 
from anyone else? Even pagans do that. 48 But you 
are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect.  This is not easy to do and we probably will 
need much encouragement from those who love the 
Lord and love us to even get close to accomplishing 
this.  To try to be a “lone ranger” and to do this on 
our own is going to be very difficult.  Why should 
we make a difficult situation more difficult when we 
don’t have to?  God provides everything that we need 
to accomplish being the people that He desires us to 
be.  He provides a whole community of faith to assist, 
encourage, and to empower us to be a blessing to God 
and to this world. 

As we are strengthened and dis-
cipled into a mature relationship 
in Christ through a Godly com-
munity of love and grace, we are 

then called not only to participate in this community 
but to also do our part in building other communi-
ties of Godly love and grace.  In other words, we are 
called to be discipled and to disciple others in the 
same fashion.  Growing in our love and commitment 
to Jesus Christ also means guiding others to love and 
obey the Lord.  This is why we are discipled in and 
into community.  God bless you as you move on to be 
all that Jesus desires of you.
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 Lifestyle Ministry
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All power in heaven and on earth is given to me. 19 So go and 
make followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to obey everything that I have taught you, and I will be with you 
always, even until the end of this age.”  Matthew 28:18-20 NCV

There are so many demands in the church today. With the demands in the world, 
especially living in the United States, many families are going in all directions. There are de-
mands in the workplace, family time, children’s activities, functions, gatherings and involvement 
in other good non-profit organizations. How do we manage the already high demand in our lives 
while as Christians the Lord commands us to make disciples or followers? The tendencies that the 

church has been told usually is to separate yourself from the world so you and I can focus more on God and doing 
His will. The concern with that, is God’s will for us is to remain active in the world. Where are we to go and make 
followers of Jesus? This question, I believe the church (Christians) might somewhat have a misunderstanding of it 
so let me explain. 

To make copper, iron, silver, nickel and aluminum metals you need raw minerals. Where do you get such minerals? 
It comes from within the earth itself. The more minerals you gather the more metals you’re able to make. Is there 
only a certain amount of metals that need to be made? Is there only a fixed number of metals that the world needs? 
Of course not, it is always in high demand.

When Jesus told His disciples to make more followers where did he tell them to find more? It was in the world, right? 
I do believe we need to look at our lives and see what the Lord wants us to no longer do, but, I also want us to see 
how the Lord will use us to reach people who are in our everyday circles of life. Did Jesus say how many followers 
to make? No, He left that out for a very good reason. There are many people that God is reaching out to, to become 
His followers and the way He does it is by using you and me. No one knows how many people God is reaching, and 
so, because no one knows, we should not limit ourselves to whom God wants us to reach and how many. 

What I mean by lifestyle ministry is to share with you that it should be the Lord who creates and motivates in us who 
to reach and how to reach them. I’ll be honest, I beg to differ sometimes if Christians are asking and letting the Lord 
lead them to reach people He wants them to reach and other Christians are telling them who they should be reaching. 
I believe Christians who are called to do mission work in other countries are expressing a lifestyle ministry. Think 
about it, would you go into a country you don’t know, preaching the gospel and making disciples that you might not 
know whether they would believe or not, and put your life on the line for Jesus? I use that as an example because it 
should be no different for us. We, the church in America, in Hawaii, need to look within ourselves, and see if we are 
allowing the Lord to move us or motivate us to make disciples or followers. 

As you look again at the scripture passage above, I want to share with you in my own words how he is speaking 
to me and maybe, He is speaking with you when it comes to living out a lifestyle ministry. What I am told is that 
Jesus has all the powers in heaven and earth, so, when He tells me to go, I don’t go empty handed but with all the 
power that Jesus will provide and work in, around and through me. What will also keep me going is the assurance of 
His words that He will be with me always to the ends of the age. You see, I am not forced to live out an intentional 
lifestyle ministry. I am moved, motivated and influenced by Jesus. He is my Savior who loves me and saved me to 
do good works. I pray it will be the same for you. What steps do we need to take to have a lifestyle ministry? Only 
this, to work on to believe in Him and to want to know Him more. Make it your prayer every day. Read John 6:22-
29 NLT 
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Two Thirds World Network

Two Thirds World Network 
Mission 2017

First, on behalf of Two Thirds World Network (TTWN) we want to thank you for 
your support and ardent prayers over the past 8 years.  TTWN was formed for a 
simple and profound reason: to share the Good News and the love of Christ in a 
very practical way.  We have been on mission in Southeast Asia and more 

particularly in the Philippines since 2009 by leading medical/dental missions and assisting in rebuilding 
villages devastated by natural disasters in order to lift up and encourage the people who were affected by 
these calamities all the while pointing to the love of God.  Because of your support and prayers TTWN and its 
missionary partners work in villages and communities in order to touch the lives of many people by sharing 
His mercy and grace.  We humbly ask for your continued prayers and support.

In March 2017, from the 16th to the 30th, a mission team will be travelling to Luzon to continue on mission 
for Christ.  Mission ministries will include medical/dental, evangelism, VBS, and prayer walking at villages.  
The mission team will also help with devotionals and fellowship at the newly built worship center in Luzon.

Please feel free to visit our website at www.ttwn.org for more detailed information about our mission.  If God 
is speaking to you about joining the team in March, please contact Vince Bagoyo at (808)357-3842.  God can  
certainly use YOU!

These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  So pray to the Lord who 
is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” Luke 10:2 (NLT)

May God bless you always!
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Announcements

Wanted . . . 
Volunteers 

             to help with childcare during the 
worship service hour on a rotating schedule

Sign-up at the back table!

Children are a gift from the Lord.;
they are a reward from Him.

Psalms 127:3 (NLT)
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Friday, February 17, 2017

6 pm - 7:30 pm
VIF Church - 473 High Street

Enter from stairs facing High Street

Ladies...Come join us for a cup of 
coffee, tea, water.  

Bring a friend or meet a friend.

For more information contact:
Pam (446-4009) or Lani (757-1652)

2016 Contribution Reports
are available at the back table.
Be sure to pick yours up today!



Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
 Today, Jan 22   Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
   AV 
  Jan 29  Team 3: Hawea R, Francis C. 
  Feb 5  Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B,
  Gwendolyn R 
  Feb 12 Team 1: Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
    Alysha F, Melanie F

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Jan 26-28
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Feb 2-4
Volunteers Needed

Week of Feb 9-11
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Jan 26-28
Carol Sn, Marion K

Week of Feb 2-4
Aikala Ohana

Week of Feb 9-11
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 

rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  

You’ll be prompted to download the 

mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.
C) Give your cell number to the office and 

request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Chinese of Malaysia: Pray for co-workers who have moved 
to a new area. Ask God to help them to quickly establish rela-
tionships, make friends, and begin outreach activities and Bible 
studies in this city.
*Susu of Guinea (SOO-soo): Brazilians have been working 
among the Susu for many years now. As a way of reaching out 
to the community, they have started preschools in several loca-
tions. The teachers are Susu speakers who work to help prepare 
the children for elementary school, which is in French. They 
also try to connect with the families of the preschoolers and 
reach out to them, looking for opportunities to share the Good 
News. Please pray for these Brazilians as they train and encour-
age the teachers, and ask that the teachers will be able to be salt 
and light to the children and their families. Please also lift up 
new Brazilian co-laborers who are in the works to join those cur-
rently serving in Guinea. Pray that God will supply all of their 
needs as they go through this process.
*SY Peoples of South China: Pray that believers will be bold in 
sharing their faith and faithful in multiplying disciples. Pray that 
they will be strong in the face of persecution and grow in their 
relationship with Christ.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Please pray for professions of faith, for Godʻs favor, 
protection and provision. Also pray for volunteers who 
are certified to teach English as a Second Language (ESL). 
- Kim and Ron Carr
Send Relief: A growing trend in evangelical circles is 
the emphasis on being socially conscious, which includes 
caring for the weak and vulnerable. This trend, however, 
is nothing new. The Bible is clear: God cares about human 
suffering and calls His people to do the same. God wants 
His people to care for the weak and  vulnerable around 
them--to be compassionate and merciful to those who 
are weary and heavy laden. Working in your community 
by meeting tangible needs creates a great opportunity to 
spread the gospel where you live. 



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

January 2017
 22 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 23 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 25 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 29  9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 30 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

February 2017
  1 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

  5 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  6 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

  8 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 12 9 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 13 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 15 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

18-19 Grand Celebration (tentative)

 19 9 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 20 Presidentsʻ Day - Office Closed
 NO Prayer Meeting

 22 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 26 9 am - Worship Service
 10:30 am - Sunday School        
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 27 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Lone Ranger Success?
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. Two are  ___________ than one, because they can _________ each other. 
   – Ecclesiastes 4:9 
 A. They can ________ each other ____________.
	 B.	In	battle	–	many	say	they	fight	for	their	____________		_________	to	them.
	 C.	This	_______________	goes	as	far	as	the	motto	–	“No	one	is	left	behind!”

II.	There	is	____________	and	_____________	in	fellowship.	–	Ecclesiastes	4:10-11	
	 A.	This	is	the	reason	for	_____________		_____________.
	 B.	A	__________________		________	many	times	has	broken	relationships.
	 C.	The	strength	and	resources	of	a	Godly	fellowship	are	simply			 	 	
      __________________.

III.	Satan	is	out	to	____________	you.
	 A.	John	10:10a	
	 B.	1	Peter	5:8	
	 C.	Ephesians	6:11-13	

IV.	Take	_______________	of	all	that	God	______________	to	fight	this	battle.
	 A.	Don’t	take	the	________,		________________	and/or		_______________
		 					path.
	 B.	Take	the	__________	path.
 C. Many say they are too  _________.
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