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It is very easy to understand where we want to go in 
our Christian lives, but it will be very challenging 
to get there.  It will require knowing and obeying.  
It will take a committed conviction and sustained 

discipline.  All these things will 
play a major role in accomplish-
ing this purpose.

The goal for nearly all of us is to grow in our love 
and commitment to Jesus.  This means being dis-
cipled not only to love but to also obey.  Growing 
to love Jesus with all of our heart, mind, and soul 
and then obeying Him because of that deep love for 
Jesus will be the result of this kind of discipleship.  

When you really come down to it, the Bible not 
only commends this kind of discipleship to all of us, 
but it also holds it up as the norm or the standard 
for all Christians.  This is a high standard because 
it is the standard that Jesus lived His life according 
to.  So many of us fail to come close to the heart of 
this standard because we tend to compromise.  As 
you look at some of the basis of these compromises, 
it is based on the examples that we see all around 
us.  We read in scripture that we have to love and 
obey the Lord with all of our heart, mind, and soul.  
However, the examples that we see all around us 
are filled with a lot of compromise so we begin to 
think that we just need to do what we can and that 
will be OK.  

When Jesus was walking this earth, one of the first 
things that He did was to gather around Him a 
group of men to disciple.  He lived and ministered 
with them for about 3 years.  He was trying to teach 
them the standards of Holy Living that were en-
compassed in the Old Testament, but then to show 
them through practical living how to live those 
standards out.  Although there was knowledge in 
the Old Testament and what those standards and 
norms were, there was so much compromise and 
rationalization that daily life became so far removed 
from this standard.  

Jesus built a community of faith that would transform 
their lives so that the standards of scripture would match 
with their daily lives.  These men, the disciples, were 
encouraged but yet disciplined so that corrections and 
adjustments could be made in personal living that would 
make their word and action more consistent with each 
other.  It was in both seeing the successes and the fail-
ures that caused the transformation to be so powerful.  
Successes were followed up with excitement and en-
couragement.  Failures were countered with correction 
and the encouragement to do better the next time.  The 
general relationship within this community was over-
whelmingly positive.  Although there were a few times 
when the appearance seemed to be negative, they were 
always followed up with Jesus affirming and encourag-
ing them.

All of this leads me to this point.  The 
best earthly gift that the Lord gives 
to us in helping us to love and obey 
Him is a community of faith.  We 
in Valley Isle Fellowship are taking 
this point very seriously.  We want 
to encourage all of you to faithful-

ness to the Lord through VIF and the best way for 
you to do that would be in and through a small group 
discipleship group.  We want you to pray about being a 
part of a weekly group that will concentrate on helping 
you to love and obey the Lord with all of your heart, 
mind, and soul.  These groups are not composed of 
perfect people.  You will find mistakes and mishaps in 
these groups but they will be rare.  As we grow in our 
love and obedience to the Lord these negatives will be 
turned into positives as the Lord uses them to change 
and build our lives to be more pleasing to Him.  I want 
to encourage you to pray and consider selecting and 
committing yourself to one of these groups.  God bless 
and keep you as you continue to love and obey Him.
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What Matters Most?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“Christ is all that matters, and he lives in us.” Colossians 3:11b NLT

In today’s times, I believe we, the church who are God’s people, need a reminder by asking ourselves, 
“What matters most?” In Colossians 3:11b Paul is reminding the church to set your minds and life on 
Christ Jesus. It’s not a matter of only believing in Jesus but living for Him in a world that can easily 
swallow us up. Paul in his letter to the church in Colossae begins with bringing believers back to what 
is foundational which is Christ Jesus. 

For me I like to think about when I played basketball. During practices the coach always went through 
the fundamentals of basketball with us, because he said this is what you will rely on in the game. He 
said this is the foundation we must rely on. We need to know how to shoot, learn defense and offensive 
moves and plays to get in the game and win. 

Paul, too, was telling the church in this life look to Jesus for help in how to live the new life in Him. 
He tells them that in all you do, do unto the Lord. Paul gave instructions for wives, husbands, fathers, 
mothers, children and even as employees to lean on the Lord and trust Him in how to live. In all of life 
I pray that what matters most to you and me is knowing that we live for Jesus and that Jesus lives in 
me. 

Set a time to read the book of Colossians. It has only four chapters but it packs a lot on life!

~   ~   ~   ~   ~
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Thank you so much for the pleasant 
surprise and traveling suitcase.  It was 
totally unexpected, but much appreciated.  
We will make good use of it.  God Bless 
and Happy New Year. 

                                    In Christ,
                                    Manny & Carol
                                            Suguitan



Announcements

      

Childcare Schedule
 Today, Jan 8   Team 4: Cheeng S, Jennifer B, 
   Gwendolyn R. 
 Jan 15    Team 1: Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
   Alysha F, Melanie F
 Jan 22   Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C, Krystal 
    AV
 Jan 29   Team 3: Flo N, Hawea R, Francis C. 
 Feb 5  Team 1: Marion K, Karen F, Kolbe F, 
  Alysha F, Melanie F 

High Street Lawn Care Schedule

Week of Jan 12-14
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Jan 19-21
Volunteers Needed

Week of Jan 26-28
Volunteers Needed 

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.

High Street Cleaning Schedule

Week of Jan 12-14
Volunteers Needed

Week of Jan 19-21
Volunteers Needed

Week of Jan 26-28
Volunteers Needed

Sign-up in the back to be a 
part of this ministry.
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Be in the know!  
Join our text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications.
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to 
rmd.at/mrvif

Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  
You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 

81010 or (808)670-3442.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.



MISSIONAL OPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Kabyle Berbers of Algeria and France: (kuh-BEEL BER-
bers) - “If it’s physical, it’s not good. If you see Jesus in her 
and are drawn to Him, then it’s OK.” Who would have thought 
Jubal* would date a follower of Jesus? The first time a brother 
met him, Jubal made fun of priests. Yet this time, Jubal had a 
pretty young woman, Sanya*, a believer, sitting next to him. He 
later revealed that he had a huge crush on Sanya. He asked if it 
was wrong to want to follow Jesus to be with a woman. When 
asked in response why he has not yet believed, Jubal said that he 
doesn’t want to give up certain things in his life. He came to a 
worship service. That Sunday, the leader gave a clear message of 
how to get to heaven. The man showed Jubal how to download a 
Bible so he could also search on his own. Pray for revelation for 
Jubal. Pray for Sanya’s protection if Jubal is not being sincere. 
(*names changed).
* Samogho (Duun Tribe) of Mali: The Training for Trainers 
(T4T) that you had been asked to pray for was finally started 
in December. Please continue to lift up this training, as the T4T 
method is something new to the people who are doing the teach-
ing. Laura Reece’s* heart is torn, because she is currently out 
of the country and a part of her desires to be there helping, en-
couraging, and walking with them through all of this. The big-
gest part of her heart knows that God really does not need her, 
and she loves that these new believers are learning to follow the 
Holy Spirit. Pray for the leaders of this training to have wisdom 
and guidance, and ask that their teaching will be understood by 
all so that those being trained can then go and teach it to others. 
Pray for the new believers who are being trained to have under-
standing, the courage to teach it to others, and the ability to teach 
it well. Pray for protection over everyone, as the evil one does 
not want growth and unity for the Samogho believers. Pray for 
salvation for the seekers who are nearby when this teaching is 
being done, asking that God will speak into their hearts and that 
they will follow Him. (*name changed)

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

January 2017
  8 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 12 noon - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 11 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 15 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 16 Martin Luther Kingʻs Birthday-Office Closed
 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 18 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 22 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 23 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

 25 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 29  9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

30 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

February 2017
  1 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

  5 9 am - Worship Service 
 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

  6 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

  8 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary

 12 10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property     
    - Adult Sunday School @ Pastor’s Study
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 13 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Annex

Valley Isle Fellowship
473 S. High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria
355 S. High St., Wailuku, HI 96793

Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
(High Street property)

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

VIF Church Sanctuary
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship @VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com
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Who Do We Follow?
Matthew 16:24-27

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
I. Jesus is one of the  ____________ among many to ___________ to ___________. 
 A. He gives you a  ___________.
 B. There are  ________  ___________.
  1. ___________________.
  2. __________________ .
  3. ___________________.
  4. ____________.
 C. He will not take away that ______________.
     
II. There is a _________  _________ in following Jesus.
 A. Turning from our  ____________  _________.
  1. Self  _____________.
  2. Self __________.
  3. Self ____________.
 B. Take up your __________.
	 	 1.	Jesus’	cross	was	the	result	of	His	_________	and	______________	
   to the Father.
  2. Cross bearing is not the result of ______________ or 
   ______________.
	 	 3.	Cross	bearing	is	the	result	of	_________	and		______________	to	
   Jesus.
 C. ______________ Jesus.
	 	 1.	You	cannot	be	Jesus’	unless	you	___________	Him.
  2. Following Him means to _________ Him.
	 	 3.	Obedience	to	Him	is	not	________________	or	________________.
     
III.	Following	Jesus	results	in	____		_________of	the	Judgment.
	 A.	_____________	will	come.
	 B.	We	will	be	judged	according	to	our	__________.
 C. You ___________ Jesus.
 D. No _________.
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