Devotion NT270

CHILDREN’S DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF:
____________________

LESSON TITLE: The Master Becomes a
Servant
THEME: Jesus wants us to serve one
another.
SCRIPTURE: John 13:1-17

Dear Parents…
Welcome to Bible Time for Kids. Bible Time for Kids is a series of
daily devotions for children and their families. Our purpose is to
supplement our Sunday morning curriculum and give you an opportunity
to encourage your children to develop a daily devotional life. We hope
you and your family will e blessed as you study God’s Word together.
This week we learned about The Master Becomes a Servant. The theme
was “Jesus wants us to serve one another.” When Jesus came as our
savior, He came first and foremost as a servant. He demonstrated that over
and over in how he served people continually throughout His ministry. He
was always serving the poor, the lame, the blind and He had a special place
in His heart for children. And the most important way He served us is by
giving His life for us on the cross.
Jesus is our example of a servant. As He served His disciples, He told them
that they should do the same thing. They should serve others. We are also
Jesus’ disciples and should be like our Lord. We need to be servants. Let’s
look at some ways we can be servants this week in our devotions.
The section of scripture that we studied was John 13:1-17. The following
five devotions are based on either the scripture and/or the theme for
Sunday’s lesson. As a starting point it would be good for you to review these
verses with your children.
These devotions are designed to help you reinforce Sunday’s lesson
throughout the week with your children, provide some more ideas for the
application of God’s Word in your children’s lives and provide a tool to help
in family devotions.
Obviously children at various age levels will respond to the devotional in
different ways. You may want to add your own ideas to these to make them
more age appropriate.
May the Lord bless you as you study His Word together!

Day One

Lay Down Your Wants

Text: 1 John 3:16 - “by this we know love, because He laid down His life for
us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”

Also read 1 John 3:16-24

The Bible is God’s Word. He chose men to write His word, so we could know who He is.
Jesus is God in human flesh. While He lived on the earth, he picked 12 men to spend the last
three years of His life with Him. They studied God’s word and learned who the “Word made
flesh” (John 1:14) was—the Son of God who laid down His life for us. Today we look at a
section of God’s word written by someone, who knew Jesus very well, the apostle John.
When he was older he wrote a letter to the Christians at that time. In John’s letter, inspired
by the Holy Spirit we learn a valuable lesson about love and servant-hood.
First we see what love really is. God’s kind of love is the kind that is willing to give up
anything for another. Jesus was willing to give up the glory of heaven and come to this
earth as a man. He then lived a perfect life and was willing to lay down that life so that we
could be saved. Jesus shows us God’s love by being willing to die on the cross in our place
and take upon Himself all of our sin. What an amazing love!
We also see that we should have that same kind of love for others. We should be willing to
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters in Christ. What this really means is we
should be willing to give up what we desire and want for the needs of others, so they can be
served. For example, let’s say you know someone who can’t afford to buy shoes, but you
have a weekly allowance. If you gave some of your allowance to your friend so they can
buy shoes, you would be putting aside your own desires to buy something for yourself to
help your friend. This is what Jesus is asking us to do. To put aside what we want for the
needs of others. He wants us to serve others not only with money, but also with our time and
with our hearts. This is pleasing to God.
•

How has Jesus shown you that He loves you?

•

How does serving others show them the love of Jesus? Think of some ways to serve
others.

Kid’s Bible Dictionary
Brethren: Other believers in Jesus. They are our brothers and sisters in
Christ. People who share a love for Jesus with one another.

Day Two

The Gift of a Life

Text: John 13:14-15 - “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example,
that you should do as I have done to you.”

Also read John 13:1-20

Have you ever received a gift, maybe from your parents, and it was a gift that you needed
to put together? When you put it together, you probably had to follow the instructions that
were given with the gift, didn’t you? If you didn’t follow the instructions, it probably took
longer to put together, or maybe it didn’t work right until you took it apart and started all
over from the beginning; this time following the directions!
Did you know that our life is a gift from God? Jesus was also a gift from God. And God
has given us an instruction book, the Bible, to follow so we can live a life that is pleasing to
God. One of the instructions that we are given for a blessed life is to have the heart of a
servant, just as Jesus did. Jesus set a living example of how we should serve others. If you
only read a chapter or two of the Gospels, you will see Jesus was always serving, healing,
helping and being humble in His life on earth.
In today’s example, Jesus is washing the feet of his disciples. Jesus lived on the earth
about 2,000 years ago. Most people walked everywhere they went. The roads were dirt
and people’s feet became VERY dirty. Washing feet was a job for the lowest slave. But our
loving Lord did this for His disciples. This is an example to us. As followers and believers
of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to do the same for others. We are Christians. That means
that we follow Jesus and serve others like Jesus did. We show those who do not know Jesus
died for them that He loves them as well. He served us by becoming a sacrifice for us all.
We should also sacrifice our wants or time for the sake of others.
•

Who is our example?

•

Why did Jesus wash the feet of the disciples?

•

Who do we set an example for?

Kid’s Bible Dictionary
Servant: One who prepares and offers their gifts to others, sacrificing
their own desires. Jesus was a servant to all.

Day Three

Exercise Your Faith & Be Strong

Text: Romans 15:1 - “We then who are strong ought to bear with the
scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.”

Also read Romans 15:1-13

John and Sam were climbing a very steep, rocky hill in the mountains. The two friends were
very different in the way God made them. John was very strong, and he was able to climb
the hill with no problem. Sam was very small and not as strong as John was. He could barely
keep up with his friend. He fell behind very quickly and was ready to give up and go back
to the bottom of the hill. But John noticed his friend struggling and picked his friend up
and carried him on his back over the steep and rocky part. John enjoyed the exercise. Sam
was so happy he could reach the top of the hill with John. When they reached the top, the
friends just looked around at all the beautiful mountains and trees. Sam thanked John for
his help. John really enjoyed helping Sam. It was great exercise for his muscles and he
was able to help his good friend.
Christian brothers and sisters have a huge mountain to climb. Life can sometimes be
difficult and there may be different problems that we face. As Christians, we all must
overcome the giant rocks of sin and the steep hillsides of self. This is what we need to do to
have a victorious Christian life. It is difficult sometimes. But a Christian who is strong can
help a younger Christian who is not so strong. If you are a Christian, you have many family
members in the body of Christ. They are your spiritual family. Some are very strong, like
John. Some are not strong yet, or possibly still growing, like Sam.
The Bible teaches that we need to help our weaker Christian brothers and sisters in the
faith so they can become strong. We need to encourage them and help them in their walk
with the Lord. In this way, we can serve our Christian family, just as the Bible teaches us.
As we read God’s Word and practice what we read, we grow into stronger Christians and we
can teach younger Christians how to be stronger. If you have been serving the Lord for a
long time is there someone you can think of who you can help to grow in the Lord?
•

How did John get stronger by helping Sam?

•

Where can we find help if we are struggling?

•

What are some ways we can help others to grow in the Lord?

Kid’s Bible Dictionary
Victorious: Winning a struggle or battle over something.

Day Four

The Right and the Left Hand

Text: Mark 10:45 - “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

Also read Matthew 20:20-28

Shauna and Jack were twins. The sister and brother always competed over who would be
first. Who would be the first to the dinner table? Who would be first to get to the front
door? They often got into trouble with their parents because they were always arguing over
who would be first. One day while their grandmother was at the house, they were arguing
over who would sit next to her. Their grandmother asked both of them to sit down in front
of her. “I have a very special story for you,” grandmother told them.
Grandmother opened up the Bible and read the story of the disciples who wanted to be first.
They wanted to sit at the right and left hand of the throne of Jesus. Jesus explained to the
disciples that those places were to be given out only by the Father in heaven. Jesus told His
disciples that the one who would be greatest in the kingdom of heaven wouldn’t get that
position by being the most talented or good-looking person or by fighting for their way
there. The one who would be first in God’s kingdom would be the servant of everyone else.
Jesus was the Son of God, but He came to the earth to serve. A good leader leads by
example and Jesus had been setting an example for these two disciples all along through His
life of service. He was a servant to the people who were helpless, sick, hurting and hungry.
Jesus served each one of us, even though we have not seen Him yet. He came to earth to
serve you by being your Savior. He has saved you from your sins. He became a servant
when He died on the cross at Calvary. He will be your savior when you simply believe in
Him. He loves you very much. Jesus wants us to serve one another. He tells us that if we
want to be first, we must use our life in service to others.
•

What do you think Shauna and Jack learned about always wanting to be first from
grandmother’s story?

•

What did the two disciples want Jesus to do for them?

•

How does Jesus tell us we can be first?

Kid’s Bible Dictionary
Leader: A person who directs or guides someone else. In the Bible, a
Leader is to always be a servant of the people he is leading.

Day Five

Follow the Leader

Text: John 3:17 – “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

Also read John 3:1-17

Throughout this week, we have learned a lot from a great example, Jesus! He is the one we
look to as our leader. Have you ever played the game, Follow the Leader? There is always a
person who is chosen as the “leader”. If the leader of the game turns right, everybody turns
right. If the leader sits down, everyone sits down. If the leader smiles, everyone smiles.
Whatever the leader does, that is what everyone else is supposed to do.
Today we read about a man named Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a leader, too. He was a
religious leader called a Pharisee. The Pharisees had been leading the children of Israel
for hundreds of years. They had taught God’s children that there was a “recipe” for
following God. The “recipe” was all of the rules and regulations the Pharisees had given to
the people. If they would follow all of these rules, some rules found in the Bible and some
rules they made up, then you could go to heaven. Nicodemus believed that Jesus came from
God. He saw the miracles Jesus had done, the healing and raising from the dead. But
Nicodemus had to come to Jesus at night, because He didn’t want any of his friends, who
were Pharisees, to know that he came to Jesus to ask questions. The Pharisees didn’t like
Jesus because He told people they didn’t have to keep the Pharisees’ made up rules.
Who should Nicodemus follow? His friends who think that you have to go by all of their
rules, or Jesus who died on the cross for our sins? Nicodemus decided to follow Jesus. We
need to do the same thing. Let’s do everything we see Jesus do. Go where Jesus goes and
say the things that Jesus says. In doing that we will be pleasing to Him and learning how to
be a servant.
•

Can you think of a way to serve someone today?

•

Imagine what the world would be like if everyone tried to serve one another.

•

Have you asked Jesus to be the leader of your life?

Kid’s Prayer Time
Wow! This week we learned that to be a true leader, it requires
sacrifice and a servant’s heart. To truly follow Jesus’ example is
sometimes difficult, but God has given us His word to light the way
and Jesus is our example. In prayer ask the Lord how you might
be pleasing to Him this week by serving others.

Memory Verse…
First and Second Grade

“But he who is greatest
among you shall be your
servant…”
Third Grade and Above

“But he who is greatest
among you shall be your
servant. And whoever
exalts himself will be
abased, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

Matthew 23:11-12

