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Our Mission
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie is a welcoming congregation rooted in the liberating
message of Unitarian Universalism.
WE INSPIRE spiritual and intellectual growth.
WE NURTURE a supportive and diverse community of members, families and friends.
WE ACT in service to the broader community.
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“Don’t be too sure: The Power of Maybe“

2/18

2/25

Rev. Walter LeFlore
“Luminescence”
Dr. Leonisa Ardizzone & The Lifespan
Faith Development Committee
“The Past is not History (2)“
Rev. Walter LeFlore

Our Nursery is available during all regular services. Please feel free to bring your young one there.
Information is available from the Greeter at the Welcome Desk in the lobby and the Usher at the door of
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Fitness Over Fifty with Johanna 11am (1st & 3rd weeks)
Bridge Club 7pm
Program Committee Meeting 7pm
Choir Rehearsal 9am (weekly)
Full Service 10:30
DCIC Annual Peace concert 2pm
Zen Meditation 6pm (weekly)
Speaking of Books 7pm
Tuesday Meditation 7:30am (weekly)
Coming Home Program 5pm (weekly)
Social Justice Committee Mtg 7pm
Havening Technique Seminar 6pm
Drumming Circle 7pm
LFDC Meeting 8:30am
Buildings and Grounds Work day 9am
SoulCollage 12:30pm
Senior Meeting (2nd & 4th week) 12:30pm
DCIC Annual Peace Concert 2pm (Snow Date Only)
Beading Group 5:30pm
AAUW Event 6pm (Snow Date Only)
Finance Committee Meeting 6pm
Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm
0% Screening 7pm
Workshop on Community Organizing 8am
Hudson Valley Folk Guild 7pm
Third Sunday Lunch 12pm
B&G Committee Meeting 6pm
Gillespie Forum 5pm
Membership Committee Meeting 6pm
Auction Set up Begins
LFD/RE Committee Meeting 6:30pm
Auction Set up Continues
Parkinson’s Group 10am
Meal for the Homeless Shelter 4:30pm
Auction 6pm

This Year’s Theme:
Radical Acceptance
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From the Minister

February 2018

There are times when words are hard to come by. This is one of those times. There is a
disturbance in the life of our congregation. Radical acceptance requires we acknowledge
what is. Radical acceptance tells us that we are at a particular point in time in the long
life of this community.
Okay, so now what?
Just before I sat to write this letter, I heard the words of a Beatles song in my head.
And when the brokenhearted people
Living in the world agree
There will be an answer
Let it be
For though they may be parted
There is still a chance that they will see
There will be an answer
Let it be
In Faith,
Rev. Walter

President Column February 2018
Dear fellow UUs,
I want to share with you the words with which I opened the last UUFP Board meeting on January 18, 2018.
To set the stage, there is a movement within the larger UUA to embrace people of color.
One aspect of this is "The Promise and the Practice." The Promise and the Practice is a turning moment; a
choice to listen deeply to the stories in our movement that have not been heard, and taken to heart, by all
Unitarian Universalists. It's a lamenting of what our Unitarian Universalist tradition and congregations have
lost by being unable -or unwilling - to center people of color (or even, at times, to merely include them). The
Promise and the Practice is a celebration of our shared commitment to live into a new chapter in the story of
our UU faith.
The following is a link to the Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU) page where The Promise and the
Practice is described in greater detail.
https://www.uua.org/giving/areas-support/funds/promise-and-practice
Within this context a Sunday service devoted to the topic is proposed.
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From the materials for this Sunday Service I have selected the invocation by Viola Abbitt a candidate for the
UU ministry and a seminarian at Meadville Lombard Theological School.
"We are Unitarian Universalists.
When we lift up our Seven Principles, some of us think of them as a form of theology — but they are more
important to our collective than that:
they do not tell us what we should believe; they tell us how we should be.
They tell us how we should act in the larger world and with each other.
We are brought here today by the fact that Unitarian Universalism has fallen short of the image that was
presented to the world, and to many of those who embraced this religion.
But we are also brought here today by the truth that Unitarian Universalism has shifted course to move toward
a place of wholeness: a place that perhaps never existed for us as a denomination.
It has been a long, and sometimes unforgiving road to today. But we are here today because we are mindful of
that past, and because we have hope for the future. We want the practice of this faith to be a fulfilling
manifestation of its promise.
Open your hearts. Seek new ways of understanding.
Come, let us worship together."

Intern’s Corner
This month I am looking forward to kicking off some “Covenantal Conversations” with everyone. I’d like us to
gather in small groups to share our thoughts - eye to eye, and heart to heart - about what is working at UUFP
and what needs improvement. Both the Committee on Ministry and I are interested in getting input from as
many people as possible to help us reflect on and grow the work and witness of UUFP. I will be posting sign-up
sheets in the lobby, so please join me!
A presto! (See you soon!)
Leonisa

RENews
January was a short month for RE. Fellowship was closed due to the extremely freezing weather on
January 7th, so on January 14th, 2018 classes resumed as usual when things got a little warmer!
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The Pre-K/Kindergarten class explored the concept of hospitality as practiced during our "Coffee Hour.
The children assisted with preparing the Coffee Hour that morning, and learned the importance of the
idea.

Judith and Pre-K/K setting up Coffee Hour
The Spirit Play group discussed Dr. Martin Luther King, and why we celebrate his birthday, and how
things have changed since his “I Have a Dream “speech.
They then discussed a story of a black family traveling through the south in the 50’s.

Reed and Spirit Play discussing their Joys and Concerns

The Middle School children followed their compass points to radical hospitality. They had an experience
which helped them be open to “the other – to hearing other people’s stories.” To commemorate Martin
Luther King Day, the children heard a story about Fanny Lou Hamer, one of the greatest freedom fighters
of the civil rights movement. During their reflection, they considered the connection between the
morning’s lesson and their spiritual journey.
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Middle School Kids listen intently to Anne discuss Radical Hospitality
On Sunday, January 21, RE joined in the Intergenerational Service
“The Sound of It” with the Reverend Walter LeFlore & Ministerial Intern Leonisa Ardizzone. During the
service they explored the role of music in our lives.
Make sure you register your children for RE! Also, volunteers are still needed to assist with all RE classes.
February will bring lots of wonderful things for the children involved in RE, so make sure you are updated
weekly with Reflections and Reconnections.

Merci from Joedy – I wanted say a heartfelt thank you to each and every one of you for all
of your kind words, thoughtful sentiments and gifts too!
I truly am a better person today than I was over 6 years ago when Walter hired me to be
the UUFP’s office administrator. As a non-practicing Catholic, it was refreshing to learn
about the UUs and find great comfort in knowing you are a welcoming place to worship.
Where your race, religion, sexual orientation and background really do not matter, it’s who
you are, not what you are that counts and that’s pretty awesome in my book.
I have thoroughly enjoyed being your caretaker! But now it’s time for me to focus on
taking care of myself. By accepting the position of Deputy Receiver of Taxes for the
Town of LaGrange, my work schedule will be lighter and easier, which will give the time
and energy to do so.
Please join me in welcoming our new office administrator, Donna Polat. I am both
excited and relieved that she is here. Donna is delightful and honestly, way more
qualified in Microsoft Office Suites, than I will ever be! I can rest easy knowing you are
in very good hands!
I will not say goodbye, but rather will say, see you later and if you live in the Town of
LaGrange, it’s more like, see you around town.
I promise to pop in from time to time to say hello. ☺
Take care,
Joedy
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Greetings from the Fellowship’s New Office Administrator
My name is Donna Polat and I am pleased to be the Fellowship's part-time office administrator.
I am a mother, grandmother, crafter and bonafide computer geek. I returned to New York in 2016 after
residing in North Carolina for 9 years. While in North Carolina, I worked for the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. I enjoyed my work there, but a strong desire to be closer to my family and return to my roots
brought me back to New York.
As the part-time office administrator, I am always willing to help and support your many needs. My office
hours are as follows: Tues., Thurs., and Fri: 10am-2pm. Wed: 10am-1pm;

SJ NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 2018
Wednesday, Jan. 31st at 7 p.m., Mid-Hudson Heritage Center, 317 Main Street, Poughkeepsie:
The Race Unity Circle presents Part 2 of its 3-part series, “Race: the Power of an Illusion.” A onehour film entitled “The Story We Tell” will be shown, followed by discussion. Admission is free;
refreshments will be served. Note: you do not have to attend all 3 parts to benefit from seeing one part.
Wednesday, Feb. 7th at 7 p.m.: Monthly meeting of the Social Justice Committee.
Wednesday, Feb. 7th at 7 p.m., Mid-Hudson Heritage Center, 317 Main Street, Poughkeepsie: The Race Unity
Circle presents Part 3 of its 3-part series, “Race: the Power of an Illusion.” A one-hour film entitled “The House
We Live In” will be shown, followed by discussion. Admission is free; refreshments will be served. Note: you do
not have to attend all 3 parts to benefit from seeing one part.
Friday, February 16th at 7 p.m. at the Fellowship: The Social Justice Committee presents another film in its
Peace, Justice and Sustainability film series. ZERO PERCENT is the story of the men of Hudson Link, an
organization created by the inmates at Sing Sing prison that provides a full college degree through local
universities. The results are so stunning, they have to be seen to be believed. Following the film, Onaje
Benjamin of Hudson Link will lead a discussion.
Saturday, February 17th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Fellowship: Mothers Out Front, the Dutchess County
Progressive Action Alliance (DCPAA), and our Social Justice Committee are pleased to offer a participatory and
inspirational workshop on “Community Organizing 101.”
The workshop will be structured in two sessions:
In the morning we'll do overview of organizing basics, paying special attention to the skills of relationship
building and building a campaign strategy and timeline.
The afternoon will be a stand-alone session on story-telling, aka public narrative. The story-telling component
is the not-so-secret success of Mothers Out Front. When our members speak to town boards, city councils,
hearings and rallies, people listen and are moved to act. We'll show you how!
The workshop is free. Please bring something to share for breakfast or morning snack. Lunch and child care
will be provided at no cost.
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For more information or to RSVP, go to http://ny.mothersoutfront.org/organizing_skills_workshop or contact
Lisa Marshall at lisa.marshall@mothersoutfront.org.
The Caring Circle is part of the UUFP caring community. Let us know how we can help
you and how you can help us. Thank you to all the members and friends who have sent
cards; made a call; visited homes and hospitals; helped drive; cooked a meal; or done
an errand for someone in our community during this past month! Caring Circle
Coordinators; Beatrix Clarke: beatrixclarkebausch@gmail.com & Betsy Silverstein:
edgsilver@hotmail.com
Dutchess County Interfaith Council
Presents
Annual Peace Concert An Afternoon of Stories
Sunday, February 4, 2018 @ 2:00pm
Snow Date: Feb. 11, 2018 @ 2:00pm at the UUFP
Storytellers
Kusum Gupta, Lorraine Hartin-Gelardi, Jonathan Heiles, Muriel Horowitz, Karen Pillsworth, Mary
Platt and Ron Sopyla
$10.00 Suggested Donation - All funds will go to Hudson River Housing
For more information call 845-471-7333 or http://www.dutchessinterfaithcouncil.org

Live and Silent Auction
Save the Date
Saturday, February 24th
Antiques! Collectibles! Treasures!
Want to contribute?
Bring your valuables to the UU auction table on Sundays
to be reviewed by the auction committee.
Admission: $10*
6:00pm: Doors Open
7:00pm: Live Auction
Noon on Sunday: Silent Auction Bids Close
*Admission fee includes food, beverages, a raffle ticket and a bidding paddle.
Get ready for costumes, masks, intrigue, entertainment, delectable edibles, laughter, and refreshments!
Questions, comments, or ideas for service items should be directed to Haley: JansenAsstHaley@Gmail.com
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MARDI GRAS AUCTION 2018
As you know, our MARDI GRAS AUUCTION will be held on Saturday, February
24th from 6:00 - 9:00 pm.
This is truly a FUN fundraiser. There is always an abundance of food, along
with an increase of costumes and entertainment. $10 pp admission includes
treats, beverages, 2 raffle tickets, entertainment & bidding paddle. Over
$4000 was raised at last year's event.
Work has begun to create PR & Publicity protocols for all events - signage/classified ad/social media/flyer
distribution/e-mail notices, etc.
A planning group is meeting regularly. Details for each facet of the Auction is being discussed, seeking
additional team members, as well working on a list of actions to be completed. By implementing these items,
anyone person will not be overwhelmed with responsibility. Greater organization should lead to greater
income.
Auction item donations and your assistance will be valuable to the success of Mardi Gras! Contact Kathy
Boone (kboone1951@outlook.com / 845-625-3148); Jolanda Jansen (jgjansen@jansen-engineering.com / 845505-0324); Joyce Marra (ajoy12601@hotmail.com / 845-453-1188). JOIN TEAM AUUCTION!

UUFP BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
Thursday, January 18, 2018
Motions only!
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Wayne motioned to approve minutes from 19 October 2017, 16 November 2017, and 21 December 2017
meeting, Julie seconded, passed unanimously.
Motion made by Jon that ethernet connection and drinking fountain be paid for from the Mel Tiger
Foundation, seconded by Wayne, passed unanimously.
Julie nominates Rosalynde Trammell to serve on the BoT as the Youth Trustee, seconded by Ron, the
motion passed unanimously.
Motion by Davyd, seconded by Wayne, “The announcement of town hall and corporate meetings includes
a section of the bylaws to help people understand how these meetings work.” unanimously passed.
Wayne motioned, “We record all open Board Meetings. The Board of Trustees will be very mindful of
personnel discussions and not include Executive session in the recordings.” Davyd seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote- Wayne-yes, Julie-yes, Jolanda-yes, Ron-yes, Jon- yes, Davyd-yes. Passed unanimously.
Wayne made a motion that “We make our video password accessible just as our minutes currently are.”
Seconded by Ron. Friendly amendment by Ron (accepted by Wayne) “And/or invite only for members.”
Roll Call Vote: Wayne-yes, Jule-yes, Jolanda-yes, Ron- yes, Jon-abstain, Davyd- No. Motion passed.
Ron motioned “BoT meet two weeks from today at the Program Committee Meeting on Thursday,
February 1 to discuss this issue.” Jon seconded. Roll Call Vote: Ron- yes, Jolanda- yes, Wayne-abstain, Jonyes, Julie- yes, Davyd-yes. The motion passes.
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“DEEPER THAN SKIN” Performance - THE SWEET SMELL OF

SUCCESS!!! It was a packed house for Reggie Harris & Greg Greenway.
The duo presented a lively musical evening of song and story to an
enthusiastic crowd. Stories and songs: designed to bring awareness of
race - past, present and future.
Listening to another’s story and telling your own may not change an
opinion, but will promote understanding, diplomacy and possibly ignite a
friendship as happened to the touring team of Greenway & Harris.
This entertaining and informative evening was a financial success as well. Income sufficient to pay
the performers’ fee also added $370 to UUFP. UUFP - THE PLACE TO BE!

Speaking Of Books
Our February meeting will be Monday, February 5th at 7pm.
The book chosen is 1493 by Charles C. Mann.

Rev Kay Greenleaf’s Memorial Service
Rev Kay Greenleaf’s memorial service will be April 21 at Miller Funeral Home.

Additional Service Information
“Luminescence” Dr. Leonisa Ardizzone and The Lifespan Faith Development
Committee
On Sunday, February 18, we will hold our second annual intergenerational
Luminescence celebration.
Luminescence is a unique UU holiday, developed by the UU Congregation in
Santa Clarita, California, over a period of several years, starting in 2007. The
members of that congregation felt that while we UUs often celebrate the
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holidays of other faiths, we should also celebrate our own unique UU identity and work to strengthen our
faith.
Taking place in winter, but during a time of growing light, luminescence is a time for recognition, reflection,
refocus and renewal. Our version is a little more interactive than the original, and distinctly intergenerational.
We hope you will join the Lifespan Faith Development Committee and our ministerial intern, Leonisa
Ardizzone, in this celebration of all that it means to be a Unitarian Universalist!

Support Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism
On February 4, join congregations across the country for Promise and Practice Sunday! The Promise and the
Practice of Our Faith Campaign is a $1 million matching gift campaign to help fulfill the UUA Board of Trustees’
$5.3 million commitment to Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU). UU religious professionals of color
developed worship and religious education materials for worship teams and lay leaders to use as we uplift and
listen to the voices that have often gone unheard within the UU faith movement. Designate February 4 to
support BLUU or choose any Sunday between now and the 2018 General Assembly in June. For more
information, campaign resources and materials, visit UUA.org. Photo credit: Adja Gildersleve.

Grow Young Justice-Makers
The UUA Faith Development Office has created resources to help parents and
caregivers affirm and enjoy faith-based action with children while strengthening
their own connection to the religious values that call them to social justice work. A
new section of the UUA website offers activities, inspiration, and resources for
growing young justice-makers. Find ideas to deepen faith and enhance family life
through conscience-building, real talk about racism and injustice, and engagement in
public witness. A page on breaking the rules for justice introduces kid-friendly stories
of UUs and others who have used civil disobedience to challenge unfair laws. Another section explores the UU
language of values through the seven Principles. These pages are also useful for religious educators, ministers,
and lay leaders who want to promote or lead multigenerational justice work that is grounded in UU faith
development.

Inside and Out
News Section for Members and Friends
============================================================
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RE YOU OKAY? Program
In partnership with the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office, Office for Aging offers a free
program called “Are You Okay?” Once a senior signs up with the program, a computer will
call their home at a designated time each day. If no one answers, the computer will call
their emergency contact. If that person does not answer, the Sheriff’s Office will dispatch a
unit to check on the resident. Applications are available on Office for Agings
website. www.dutchessny.gov/aging, or by calling the office at 845 486-2555.

Love
And
Chocolate
A fundraising event for the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Catskills
320 Sawkill Rd, Kingston, NY 12401
Friday, February 9th - 6pm - 9pm
$15 singles/ $25 couples**
*For Adults only **includes 2 glasses of wine
Snow Date, Friday, Feb. 16th
Join us for Love Songs and
an all-you-can-eat Chocolate Buffet
with Ditto duo and other musical guests
INCLUDING PAT LAMANNA
❤ 6pm -7pm silent auction of gift certificates from local shops ❤
❤ raffle for a beautiful handmade quilt by rev. Erica Baron ❤
❤ 7pm - 9pm music and feasting ❤ BIG LOVE BALL photo booth $5 ❤
for more information or for advance ticket sales, call 845-331-2884

Hudson Valley Holistic Market – Sponsored by Akasha’s Journey
Free Adminission – Classes by Donation
February 25th - Winter Wellness @ the Best Western Kingston, 503
Washington Avenue, Kingston, NY
Email: hvholisticmarket@gmail.com or visit www.hvholisticmarket.com
for more information on upcoming market dates and locations
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Prayer for Peace and Love
White birds, love birds, doves, you have been caged, but we will set you free
from inside ourselves.
You are the symbols of our overriding goodwill.
Let peace rain from the skies through which you fly.
Then we, fearing no dung of birds nor piercing hail,
will cup our hands.
What we need to live together will fall back to us.
And what of love?
Love stands by the side of all people, already.
So would we.
And in our coming into right relationship with Life,
may goodness be our mentor.
Blessed be our only earth and all who inhabit it, for it cannot be otherwise!
Amen.
~Wayne Norman Cochran

You Might Be Interested In:
THE MANY FACES OF TRAFFICKING AND WHAT WE CAN DO
Presenter: Grace Roebuck, Vassar College - Thursday, February 8th, 7:00 pm @ UUFP
Grace Roebuck, a sophomore Psychology major from Vassar College will speak on the issue
of Human Trafficking. About a year ago, Grace co-founded an anti-trafficking organization
at Vassar College entitled "The Underground." Starting with a campus wide art initiative, the Red Sand Project,
Grace and her team have since gone on to develop many new projects including an anti-trafficking curriculum
at a Haitian Secondary School, a theater production on sex slavery, and the return of Red Sand among other
things. During this presentation Grace will elaborate on the primary causes of human trafficking, as well as its
many forms; effect on victims; and susceptible high risk groups. Further she will discuss new and innovative
combatant techniques - as well as interesting organizations, individuals, and businesses working to combat
this issue. Questions: Monique Jones, 849-1692, myj712@aol.com or Sandy Lash, 227-4650,
sjlash@optonline.net Visit: http://aauwpoughkeepsie.org/ for more information about this and upcoming
events.
Folk Guild Coffeehouse Series to Feature Thomasina Levy - The Poughkeepsie Chapter of the
Hudson Valley Folk Guild continues its 2017-2018 coffeehouse series on Saturday, February
17th, at UUFP. The coffeehouse performances start at 7:30 pm with an open mic format
followed by featured act, Thomasina Levy.
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Admission to the coffeehouse is $6, general admission and $5 for Folk Guild members and seniors. For more
information about this topic, please contact Rich Keyes by calling 845-592-4216, or e-mail
hvfgpoughkeepsie@gmail.com. For more information about this event and future HVFG events, please visit:
http://hudsonvalleyfolkguild.org/
Saturday, March 3rd, 7:30pm @ UUFP - REDWOOD HILL is a group of friends who have
banded together to pay tribute to Bluegrass music’s legendary Country Gentlemen, a
group highly acclaimed as one of the most important progressive Bluegrass bands for
their unique blend of folk and Bluegrass music. Visit www.hvbluegrass.org for more information.
Artist for the month of January: Jean Tansey 845-255-4385 jeantansey@gmail.com
www.jeantansey.com
Newsletter Deadline Dates: The newsletter deadline will be on the 22nd (or the next business
day if it falls on a weekend) of every month between September and May. (2/22; 3/22; 4/23; and
5/22).

Live Our UU Principles
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