
            April Services  

April 6:    Whose are We    Rev. Walter LeFlore 

April 13:  Mending Nets      Rev. Walter LeFlore 

April 20:  Hope the verb      Rev. Walter Leflore 

April 27: "And always, the Earth"     

            Intergenerational    Spiral Web 
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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie is a community that values diversity, peace, 
democracy and the interdependent web of all existence. The Fellowship nurtures and challenges its 

members in their religious journeys, and advocates for social justice in the larger community. We 
are engaged in worship, study, public service, fellowship and social action. We invite your 

attendance and participation. 

 

Our nursery is available during all regular services.  Please feel free to bring your 
young one there. Information is available from the minister, any member of the 
board, the Greeter at the Welcome desk in the lobby and the usher at the door to 
the main room. 
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The Rev. Walter LeFlore, Minister 
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“UU News and Views” is published 
monthly (except July and August) by 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Poughkeepsie, and is  
distributed to our members and 
friends without charge. 
 

Editor: Jane Bartik  
email: UUPokNewsletter@yahoo.com  
 
OFFICERS    
President    Bryan Cook 
Vice-President   Paul Silverstein 
Treasurer    Jim Wood 
Corp. Clerk          Jane Bartik 
 
Trustees at Large  
This Person     Serves until 
Jeff Asher                   '15 
Joe Cosentino             '15  
Anne Lancellotti         '14 
Nick Garin           '14 
Larry Decker      '14  
 
The UU Fellowship of Poughkeepsie 
67 South Randolph Avenue 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
845-471-6580 
Web: www.uupok.org  
email: office@uupok.org  
Office administrator: Joedy Kievit 
Office Hours: 

Tues, Wed:  10 am – 1 pm   
Thurs: 11 am – 2 pm 
Friday: 10 am – 1 pm 

 
The UU Fellowship of Poughkeepsie 
is a member of the Society of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association  
25 Beacon Street Boston, MA 02108 

www.uua.org 
 

We are one of 52 Societies in the  
Unitarian Universalist District of  
Metropolitan New York 
P.O. Box 898 
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

www.uumetrony.org 
 

April Highlights  
 
April 2: Film “The House I Live in” 7PM 
                       
            Paganism 101 7PM 
 
April 7: Speaking of Books. Discussing Malcom 
Gladwell’s “Outliers” 7PM 
 
April 12:  Building and Grounds Work Day 9AM to 
Noon  
               Herb Class 10AM to Noon 
 
April 13: Membership Class – Our Fellowship and 
what it means to be a member 12:15PM   
    
               Senior Group 12:15PM 
        
April 14: Bead Together 6:30PM 
 
April 16: Paganism 101 7PM 
 
April 17: Board of Trustees meeting 7PM 
 
April 21: Spiritual Movie Night “Buck” 7PM 
 
April 23: Lunch with Walter Noon 
 
April 27th: Sunday Lunch. After service 
 
                 Senior Group 12:15PM 
 
May 5: Speaking of Books. Discussing Karl 
Jasper’s “Socrates, Budda, Confucius, Jesus” 7PM 

 

Third Sunday Lunch is FOURTH 
Sunday in April! No it’s not an April 
Fools. We will have our usual lunch on 
an unusual Sunday. 
 

mailto:UUPokNewsletter@yahoo.com
http://www.uupok.org/
mailto:office@uupok.org
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The Prez Sez 
 

Hello all, 

 

Warning: This column will not have a single and coherent theme. I am not saying the others did, but at least 

this time it is conscious. 

 

First, as our annual pledge campaign rolls to a close, I will take the opportunity to write some final words – 

and then you won’t hear anything more from me about it (at least until next year). If you have not yet handed 

in your pledge, please get it in ASAP. We use this data to determine our budget for the following program 

year, and that budget process is starting. A budget must be approved at the annual Corporate Meeting, which 

will be on June 8 (details forthcoming). Working backward from there, we want to have a Town Meeting at the 

end of May to let you all know what we have come up with and to get your feedback prior to the vote. And this 

means the BOT must approve a budget by our May 15 meeting, which means the Finance Committee has to 

have a budget before then. And, as you determine your pledge, please seriously consider what the UUFP 

means to you, and to all of us.  

 

Second, in the interests of letting you all know what your BOT does, I want to remind you that our meetings 

are open to all. We meet on the 3
rd

 Thursday of the month, from 7pm until (usually) 9:30 pm. To make it easier 

for you to decide to come check us out, a week prior to each meeting I will post an initial agenda of the fun and 

fascinating subjects we will be discussing.  

 

And last, but not least, thank you to our VP, Paul Silverstein for the following: 

 

Ever struggle to articulate what we, as the UUFP, are all about? The Board of Trustees and the Minister are 

jointly sponsoring a project to help address this by defining a congregational Mission. It will not attempt to 

have us all think or act alike – who would want that? It will, however, strive to clarify and articulate the 

common goals and priorities that we do have. The hope is that it will make the work we do as a community 

more meaningful and powerful. 

 

The process will begin with some guided discussions to gather input from the congregation. A small group will 

take this input and attempt to craft a short and memorable statement that captures the essence. This will then be 

shared with the congregation for feedback and any adjustments. A final version will then be put forward for 

approval.   

 

It will be essential, that we undertake this in a spirit of mutual respect and realize that there will be differences 

of opinion – at least I hope so. 

 

For some examples of Mission/Value statements from other congregations, see the links below: 

http://www.rochesterunitarian.org/missionstatement.html 

http://www.westchesteruu.org/index.php/about-us/our-values 

  

Bryan Cook                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rochesterunitarian.org/missionstatement.html
http://www.westchesteruu.org/index.php/about-us/our-values
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Thank you to all the wonderful folks who organized ran and participated in Quuizbowl! Emcees were Chad 

Halson, Becky deCusatis,  Merrylea Bullock.  

Robotic Purple Flamingos: (and winners) Rosie Trammell, Davin Strom, Shawn and Miranda Colacchio, Jacob 

Tessler.  

Anonymous 5: Chase Kunaschk, Maya Tessler, Zach Wolin, Jordyn Strom, Ava Barnes.  

Rainbow Dr Seusses: Davionna Strom, Hayley Tessler, Clare Kunaschk, Quinn Chase-Salerno And thank you 

to Sooozie Nowak and the RE folks! 

 

Thank you to everyone who organized, helped and participated in Our Mardis Gras Madness Auction. Thank 

you to Jolanda Jansen for leading the charge, Maggie LeFlore for kicking it all off, Larry Decker for 

decorations including Mardis Gras Man (won by Nick Garin), Joyce Marra for rounding up auction donations 

and making the wonderful auction paddles, Jane Bartik, Soyal Smalls, Judith Knauss, Beatrix Clarke, Ajamu 

Ayinde, Len Marcus, Katy Corcoran, Eleanor Harmantas, all of our bakers and everyone who contributed and 

bought our wonderful items and our two rousing auctioneers, Craig Kunaschk and Kevin Barnes.  

From the Minister                                                                       April 2014 
 

Have you ever asked yourself why does the UUFP exist? I wouldn’t be surprised if the answer was no, and 

you probably would not be alone. But the answer does matter for a number of different reasons. 

 

If one person believes the Fellowship exists to provide work for a minister, DRE and other staff, while 

someone else believes we exist to provide people an opportunity to volunteer their services, while 

someone else believes we are about growing “my” spirit…we would find ourselves all going in different 

directions, driven by different priorities.  

 

Yet, we are a covenantal community where we agree to be in right relationship with one another and with 

the values and principles espoused by Unitarian Universalism. While UUism is often like herding cats, a 

strong and vital community requires that we be in alignment and share the work of sustaining and 

strengthening our Fellowship.  

 

The Board, Committee on Ministry and the minister agree it is time for us to endeavor to collectively 

answer the question “why do we exist?” We are in the process of designing a congregation-wide effort to 

this end, and we can not do this work without your thoughts and help. 

 

Over the next few weeks you will hear more about a process to define our mission. Our quest, hope and 

expectation is to find that place that includes all of us, where every individual will be nourished and 

sustained by our common mission. 

 

This process will likely take a number of months but we hope to have an answer by the end of 2014. 

Again, we will need your thoughts, goodwill, support and help.  

 

In Faith, 

Walter 

 



5 

 

Steward of the Month 
Jim Wood 

 

When I asked Jim for some information for this month’s “Steward of the Month”, he modestly declined. Being 

a shy, retiring man, he told me there really was nothing to say. Therefore, I have no choice but to make it all 

up. 

 

As he is a man of few words, there are little hard facts to go on. We do know that Jim was born, sometime after 

the Civil War. And, although he has been careful to stay in the shadows, he has dabbled in several activities at 

the UUFP. Few know that he is even a minister himself, and why he does not call himself “Rev. Jim” is 

probably only due to copyright issues with Christopher Lloyd. In his role as a spiritual leader, he is a major 

force in the Spiral Web, our pagan group that has had a large influence on the UUFP. Additionally, when in his 

role as Treasurer he is not beating us up over finances, he is beating on a drum, as one of the founders/leaders 

of the Drumming Circle. Yet, in addition to being a spiritual being of some substance, he also has a mundane 

side, as I just alluded to. Jim has been on the Board of Trustees for, well, forever, including being the 

Treasurer, Bookkeeper, and Chief Financial Wizard. 

 

Now, for a brief moment of seriousness. It is in his role as Treasurer that I am most familiar with Jim’s 

dedication to the UUFP. He is our financial conscience and keeps us honest, even though he can be picky, like 

not allowing us to “balance” the budget by saying we will take in $65,000 in fund-raising. Jim has spent 

incredible hours and has done an awesome job keeping our finances in order. For all this, Jim Wood is our 

Steward of the Month. 

 

 

 

Lifespan Faith Developments 
Building Community: A Matter of Faith 

 
Easter, April 20

th
 there will be a one room schoolhouse which highlights the Easter story and themes of death 

emerging into new life. We will than have our annual Easter Egg Hunt with our teens hiding the eggs. 

 

Teacher Development Workshops were held March 15th and 22
nd

 to accommodate a nearly perfect 

attendance. RE teachers met with Jeanne Nametz, our DRE and each other to continue to deepen their teaching 

skills in three areas: 

 Proficiency with Tapestry of Faith curriculum and an understanding of Faith Development theory, 

 Understanding learning differences and managing behaviors in the RE classroom  and, 

 Deepening one’s own understanding and expression of their particular credo or faith in community. 

 

QUUizbowl 2014 

This year, we tightened up our act and brought our usual evening contest of memory and wit to a Sunday 

morning Service: and the feedback was overwhelmingly positive! Kudos to the teams of younger folks, their 

lifelines and the audience consensus answers! Hurrah to the winning team, Robotic Purple Flamingos! Thanks 

to the trio who ventured to emcee the event with elan! And cheers yet again to Cathy Augello for dreaming this 

event up in the first place! Now it's up to YOU: let’s see lots of Quuizbowl questions next year!! 

Thank you once more...Sooozie Nowak and all the RE folks..... 
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Our lively group of teenagers, known as the Uniteens, have big plans in the works, some of which will be 

unveiled at a later date, but some of which we are free to share now.  

A very physically active group, the Uniteens went on a hike to Locust Grove in March and thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves, which sparked an interest in planning more hikes, and perhaps joining in on the Fourth Sunday 

Hikes series put together by Paul Silverstein and Georgette Weir.  

 
Possible field trips include as a combined visit to Powell House Quaker Conference and Retreat Center and 

Little Brook Farm horse rescue in Chatham, NY, as soon as the weather gets warmer and a trip to Storm King. 

Since all of the sleepovers for the last few years have been either Coming of Age or OWL oriented, the youth 

have decided that a social sleepover is in order, especially one where they are not rousted out of their sleeping 

bags at 7am (after having finally settled down around 3!). So, sometime in May or June, schedules permitting, 

they plan to get together, make dinner, watch movies, sing Karaoke, play games – without a pressing agenda. 

We have also discussed the possibility of a Uniteens, Friends & Family camping trip at some point over the 

summer, and other summer activities, as they are interested in continuing to nurture their identity as group.  

The biggest item under discussion at the moment is the possibility of attending General Assembly in 

Providence, Rhode Island in June. It’s not clear at the moment if any of them will be able to go, but the interest 

is certainly there. 

Stay tuned for more news, including a big announcement from Chad Halson, one of two Eagle Scout 

candidates at the Fellowship (the other is Alex Findeis). If you are interested in working with the youth, we 

invite you to contact Jeanne Nametz, Judith Knauss or Geri Willmott.  

 

 
 

 

The OWL program continues to run smoothly, with two groups meeting concurrently, The group for youth in 

grades 7 through 9 is being facilitated by Jeff Asher, Beatrix Clarke, John Colacchio and Judith Knauss, while 

the group for youth in grades 10 through 12 is being facilitated by Chris and Patti Tessler. The last sleepover 

for the program is March 29/March 30.  
 

There is a possibility that the OWL facilitators will present a Summer Sunday service featuring some of the 

activities and information from the program so that the congregation can experience firsthand the value of 

OWL. If you are interested in learning more about OWL, we would recommend attending the Sunday 

program: Keep your eyes peeled for the summer schedule! 

 

As you probably know by now, OWL stands for “Our Whole Lives.” Developed jointly by the Unitarian 

Universalist Association of Congregations and the United Church of Christ, OWL is grounded in a holistic 

view of sexuality, providing not just facts about human anatomy and development, but also tools to help 

participants clarify values, build interpersonal skills, and understand the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects 

of sexuality. In addition to the curricula for 7-9 and 10-12 graders that the Fellowship has traditionally offered, 

there is also curricula for children in Kindergarten to First grade and 4
th

 to 6
th

 grade, as well as curricula for 

young adults (ages 18-35) and older adults. If you are interested in either becoming a trained facilitator or in 

participating in an age-appropriate group if one is run, please contact the Lifespan Faith Development 

Committee. 
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Stewardship  

Until recently, my daily walks would include an occasional foray into some wooded area to satisfy my 

curiosity about what lies off the path. Inevitably, I would come across a stone wall laid out in a straight line 

through the woods. It always strikes me how, at one time, long ago some one/s labored long and hard to 

remove these stones from where they had lain and move them into a line to mark a boundary or keep out the 

livestock. They removed the stones to make the field plowable and fertile for the crop that they needed to 

grow. 

 

That fertile field is, in some ways, like our fellowship. A place where freedom and liberal ideas can grow and 

feed our spirit. In the past someone/s labored to build our Fellowship for us, knowing we would continue the 

work. Our field/fellowship will continue to nurture us as long as we continue to keep it fertile and keep moving 

the new stones. 

 

Please do your part in maintaining our fellowship. The bounty will be ours to share. 
 

Paul Osgood  

 

 

 

 

“The master of the garden is the one who waters it, trims the branches, plants the seeds, and pulls the weeds. If 

you merely stroll through the garden, you are but an acolyte.”          Vera Nazarian 

 

This is the first Buildings & Grounds column in several months, not because there weren’t things to 

communicate, but because I have been struggling with complex feelings about how best to express what I have 

to say about the important work of the Buildings & Grounds Committee.  

 

First, I want to talk about some of the exciting things that have happened over the last three years, big and 

small (and sometimes the small things are the biggest), as well as some of the exciting things that are about to 

happen. 

 

We have several refurbished and repurposed closets/storage rooms: one, off the nursery, is in the process of 

becoming the new B&G closet so that another bathroom on the second floor can become operational; another, 

off the East Wing Kitchen, has become the new hospitality closet (still needs a little organizing, but it’s getting 

there); the old hospitality closet off the Baldwin Assembly Room has become a closet for the Music Program 

and for several other groups that meet at the Fellowship (SoulCollage, Reiki, Poetry, The Conversation and 

more); and smaller closets have been fitted with better shelving to maximize potential. Thank you to John 

Colacchio, Tom Ferrara, Brad Kendall  and Tony Maresco for all of their work! 

 

The doors to the Main Meeting Room, which were not operating properly, have been fixed (thank you, John!). 

The exterior door knobs have been fitted with hand grips to make them easier to open. A chair lift has been 

installed to help make the upper lobby and first floor of the old building accessible. One of the stall doors in 

the Women’s bathroom in the lower lobby has been modified to make it more accessible for people with 

walkers. The beautiful wood floors in the Baldwin Assembly Room and the Knauss Wilford Conference Room 

have been refinished: new carpeting has been installed in the upper lobby, Administrator’s Office and Lifespan 

Faith Development office. New furniture has been provided in the Conference Room and East Wing Library 

(more to come!).  
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There are also some big projects on the immediate horizon. The biggest two are reroofing and repainting the 

Main Meeting Room. The reroofing will likely been done by an outside contractor and paid for through the 

Endowment Fund, but the repainting will likely need to be done by us, the members and friends of the 

Fellowship (we hope in April!). Also, the coming of spring means that the lawn will need mowing and the 

gardens and labyrinth will need tending, all on a regular basis. Such work has long been done by Fellowship 

members (thank you to everyone who has routinely stepped up to the plate hear, especially Eleanor Harmantas, 

Jane Bartik and Len Marcus). This brings me to the hard part of my column. 

 

One of the seemingly humorous “selling points” of Unitarian Universalism is that we don’t “do” guilt: we 

laughingly leave that to other denominations. Personally, I appreciate that our faith, in and of itself, does not 

lay guilt trips on us. However, that does not mean that if we practice our faith actively, we might not 

experience guilt: our faith calls us to develop our conscience and a sense of justice.  

 

So, I want to make it clear that this column is truly not meant to chastise or otherwise engender guilt in anyone: 

it is meant as an honest entreaty for help, your help, in maintaining and improving our beautiful building and 

grounds. Once a month, we have a Building & Grounds workday, from 9am to 12pm, with lunch usually 

provided. Often, there are only one or two people present (including myself), even though emails are sent and 

announcements go into the newsletter, the Blast and the Order of Service. This is not a new development: for 

several years before I became B&G Chair, I witnessed previous B&G Chair Richard Sudnik wrestle with the 

same challenge. Perhaps it’s time to change the model: Reverend Walter has suggested switching the workday 

to a Sunday afternoon following Fellowship, which we are considering, but Sundays already seem so packed 

with obligations!  

 

In the meantime, our budget is limited, but our needs are not. I understand that there are so many demands on 

our increasingly precious time that it’s hard to give any up, but as base camp for the spiritual journey of our 

lives, the “bricks and mortar” deserve our tender care and attention. If you could lovingly spare the Fellowship 

just a couple of hours a month, we would be able to accomplish so much! Please consider coming to the next 

work day on April 12
th

. 

 

In fellowship and with love, 

Judith 
 

Social Justice Committee News   

Wednesday, April 2 at 7 p.m.:  The Social Justice Committee presents a free screening of The House I Live 

In,  directed by Eugene Jarecki, a 2012 documentary film about the War on Drugs in the United States. Roger 

Ebert says The House I Live In "makes a shattering case against the War on Drugs." Peter Bradshaw reviewed 

the film for The Guardian and summed it up as an "angry and personal attack on America's war on drugs 

contending it is a grotesquely wasteful public-works scheme". 

 

Sunday, May 4 from 1-5PM:  The Social Justice Committee, along with the Dutchess County Interfaith 

Council, will hold a celebration of World Fair Trade Day at the Fellowship.  Admission is free, and everyone 

is welcome. 

Each year, communities across the country get together between May 3 and 18 to celebrate the power of Fair 

Trade.  The fairly-traded products that will be sold at the World Fair Trade Day celebration include beautiful 

handicrafts from many countries, suitable for Mother’s Day gifts; as well as coffee, tea, and chocolate.  There 
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will also be “ethical” (to the extent possible, fairly-traded, organic, and/or local) refreshments for sale, as well 

as free coffee tastings and pairings with other fairly-traded foods.  Special activities for children are planned. 

Three documentary films will be shown that highlight the differences between fair trade and free trade: “The 

Dark Side of Chocolate,” “Life and Debt,” and “What is Fair Trade?”  Cecilia Durkin, former proprietor of 

Women’s Work, a fair-trade store located until recently in the Nine Mall, will speak on her experiences 

importing and selling fair-trade goods.  There will also be informational literature about fair trade.   

Since Garstand, a small town in the northwest of England, declared itself the first Fair Trade Town in 2000, 

over 600 communities on three continents have worked to promote Fair Trade, increase sales of Fair Trade 

products, and ensure more farmers in developing countries get a fair deal.  To become a Fair Trade Town, a 

community needs to meet certain goals that are set and monitored at national levels.  These goals can be found 

at www.fairtradetowns.org.  We are looking to have Dutchess County named a “Fair Trade County” and will 

have petitions and literature available to inform the public about this opportunity. 

GROWING STRONGER 
 
We have just entered our third year of the three year program known as “Growing Stronger.” By now, we hope 

that most of you are at least a little familiar with what Growing Stronger is, but, if not, this will serve as a 

synopsis, and also as an update on our activities.  

 

Growing Stronger is a workshop series, sponsored by the Central East Regional Group (CERG) of the UUA. 

The program is specifically designed for small congregations (up to 150 members) who have the commitment 

and motivation to grow in strength, influence and numbers.  Application to the program was competitive, with 

room for only eight congregations. The Fellowship was thrilled to be among those congregations selected to 

participate.  

 

We put together a “Growing Stronger Team” with Fellowship members that committed to meeting  every six 

months for three years for an overnight retreat with the program facilitator, Mark Bernstein, as well as the GS 

Teams from other chosen congregations. At these retreats, we set goals, evaluate our progress and generally 

learn from each other, while experiencing the joy of connecting with other UUs.  The GS Team then met 

between retreats to review, revise and strategize our goals, and also have a “virtual” check with Mark 

Bernstein. On March 21/22, Jeff Asher, Judith Knauss and Paul Silverstein attended the fifth such retreat: there 

will be two more, in October of 2014 and March of 2015.  

 

The program is not designed simply to increase membership: it is designed to help us grow stronger in many 

ways. Five types of growth were defined, and each of our goals are linked in some way to one of these five 

types of growth. These five, with very short-hand characterizations are: Numeric (numbers), Maturational 

(faith-deepening), Incarnational (action, especially social justice), Organic (organizational) and Associational 

(increasing engagement with the denomination outside our own walls).  

 

Some goals were for the Growing Stronger Team itself: others required that GST work with the Board and 

various committees and individuals to achieve. Examples of GST goals that have been achieved or are in 

progress include the development of Chalice UUniversity and various adult activities such as the Fourth 

Sunday Hike and the Spiritual Movie and Book Discussion groups, the Team approach to Sunday morning 

hospitality and encouraging greater attendance by Fellowship members at the Annual District Meeting.   

 

Believe it or not, this is exciting work, and we invite you to talk to any one of us on the team to hear more 

about the program, and check out to next month’s newsletter for more information about our previous and 

http://www.fairtradetowns.org/
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current goals. We are interested in hearing your thoughts and ideas about growth and vitality. Help us make 

our last year participating in the Growing Stronger program a real banner year!  

 

Reverend Walter, Jeff Asher, Judith Knauss, Anne Lancellotti, Paul Silverstein 

 
 
Spiral Web 
  

Spiral Web’s April Paganism 101 offerings are “The Goddess” on April 2 and “Candle Magick” on April 16. 

All workshops run from 7 to 9pm, and are open to everyone. No prerequisites and no need to feel you must 

attend all sessions. Come find out more about what interests you!  

 

On April 27, 2014, we hope you will join us at 10:30am in the Main Meeting Room for “As Always, the 

Earth,” our annual intergenerational Earth Day service for the congregation. Almost immediately after the 

Earth Day service, we will have a brief Beltane Ritual, which will be followed by a pot-luck lunch. Everyone is 

welcome!   

 

Herbs for Body and Soul 2014 

Once again, Spiral Web is pleased to be sponsoring Herbs for Body and Soul, an introductory course to 

Herbalism. Learn to identify, grow and use herbs, for food, health, and spirit. Grow an herb garden, make 

medicines and explore shamanic and energetic uses of herbs. The start date of the class was changed from 

March to April, due to weather (nothing visible sprouting yet!), so there may still be time to join in: the roster 

is full, but people do sometimes drop out.  

 

Teachers:  Beatrix Clarke, Pat Holtz, Jim Wood 

Times:  Orientation will be on April 12. Classes are the Second Saturday of every month from April through 

October from 10:00am to 2:00pm (4/12, 5/10, 6/14, 8/9, 9/13, 10/11 and 11/8)  

Locations: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie and the personal herb gardens of Jim and 

Beatrix 

Cost: $ 150 ($ 100 for materials and a $ 50 contribution to the Fellowship) 

 

For more info and to sign up, call Beatrix Clarke at 845-454-9387, or write to her at beabausch@verizon.net 

 

 

 
We hope by now that you have picked up and perused the catalogue for Chalice UUniversity, or checked out 

the Chalice UUniversity page on our website (http://uupok.org/#/religious-exploration/chalice-uuniversity). 

There is an amazing diversity of programs for adults at the UU Fellowship of Poughkeepsie. These programs 

are designed to foster personal development on many levels: spiritual, intellectual, emotional, communal and 

physical, often all at the same time, which is natural as  Unitarian Universalists tend view the world 

holistically: we are all body, mind, heart and soul. 

 

We would like to expand our offerings, which vary from year to year. How would you like to join our faculty 

and start a class of your own or facilitate an existing program? Or maybe you just want to become a member of 

the student body for now? We are also thinking about different ways to acknowledge participation in 

programming: tee-shirts, caps, mugs, pins, with the Chalice UU logo? And perhaps someone would like to 

write a Chalice UU song, a real alma mater?  
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Chalice UUniversity Featured Offering 
Each month, we will feature a different offering here in the newsletter. This month’s highlight is “Beading 

Together,” a beading group that meets at 6:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  If you like to bead but 

wish you had company while you do it, or you need a little help or advice on your projects, this is the place to 

be. Everyone brings their own projects and finds inspiration and support. Contacts: Jane Bartik and Katy 

Corcoran. 

 

Chalice UUniversity is a joint project of the Lifespan Faith Development Committee, Membership Committee, 

Spiral Web, the Board of Trustees and the Growing Stronger Team.   

 

Come light the flame in yoUU! 

 

 
Lunch with Walter. 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, April 23 at noon. Then bring your lunch to the conference room and join 

the conversation. We'll be waiting for you. 

Our 4th Sunday Hike in April is for the Birds. 
 

Our April 27
th

 hike, will be a bird walk at some close by location. It’s a great time of year for migrating 

birds.  Bring binoculars if you have them, but there will be extras available. 

We will carpool from the UUFP parking lot after 3
rd

 Sunday Lunch (which moved a week due to Easter) 

Departure at approximately 1:00. Let either Georgette Weir (georgette.weir@gmail.com) or Paul Silverstein 

(paul.silverstein@oracle.com) know if you plan to participate- or just show up.  

 
 
 
Program Committee 
Sunday Summer Lay Led Services 

 

Summer will be upon us before we know it and so it’s time once again to consider leading a summer Sunday 

service. You know you want to, but perhaps you think you don't have anything to say. Just share what you love 

with us. We will love you AND value AND appreciate what you share.  Generally, our informal summer 

services include information that is informative, possibly interactive, usually creative, and either spiritual or 

scientific in nature. Response has been positive and these dates remain: July 6 & 13,  Aug 10 & 31. If you 

would like to volunteer to present a Sunday morning service of approximately one-hour in length please email 

Peg Malloy, Program Committee Chair, ( nrghlr@yahoo.com) with your service title, a brief write-up about 

your service, and your first and second date choices for a Sunday.   

 

 

 
It’s Spring Cleaning Time!                               Time to start thinking about   

 
 

The Great UUFP Tag Sale 

mailto:georgette.weir@gmail.com
mailto:paul.silverstein@oracle.com
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As you sort through your closets, cabinets, drawers, attics, etc.,   keep the Fellowship’s Tag Sale in mind. Our 

sale was very successful last year and your donations will ensure its success again this year.  

 

Save the Dates: The Tag Sale will be Friday and Saturday, September 19 and 20. 

 

Notice that we are doing a TWO day sale this year! 

 

Are you interested in helping organize the sale? Contact Jane Bartik (aubreysprite@yahoo.com) and you’ll 

be invited to our next meeting which will be in early May.  

 

Spiritual Movie Night 

 

Join us April 21
st
 at 7PM as we show the wonderful movie Buck. Master horseman Buck Brannaman, 

inspiration for The Horse Whisperer, reveals details of his troubled childhood and how our communication 

with our animal companions can teach us lessons about how we relate to fellow human beings. We will have 

snacks and conversation after the move.  

 

Pete Seeger Tribute, at Rock Tavern UU 

Remembering Pete in Story and Song 

Pat Lamanna, Bill Hudson, Rik Palieri, Rick Nestler, Spook Handy, David Bernz, Dan Einbender, singers from 

the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus and other singers who have known, performed with and been influenced by 

Pete Seeger will be sharing stories about and songs written or performed by Pete Seeger  

Saturday, April 26, 7 p.m.  

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern, 9 Vance Road, Rock Tavern, NY  

Tickets $8 in advance. May be purchased through the UUCRT website (www.uucrt.org) or by calling (845) 

978-5620.  

Tickets at the door $12 if space available. 80% of proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the Hudson River 

Sloop Clearwater  

and the Beacon Sloop Club; 20% will benefit the UUCRT. 

 

 

 

 

Beyond the Golden Rule 
A New Model for Intercultural Competency 

Saturday, May 17, 2014; 8:30am- 4:30pm 

Community Unitarian Church White Plains, NY 

$20 registration fee, scholarships available, lunch included 

This workshop will help participants hone their intercultural skills. Each person will participate in one of three 

tracks: 

Track A involves no prior preparation and will explore how we are and can be more intercultural in our 

congregations and our lives. 

mailto:aubreysprite@yahoo.com
http://www.uucrt.org/
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Track B involves prior preparation and will build on the intercultural competency of skilled 

participants. 

Track C is designed for clergy. 

Register online at: https://fd7.formdesk.com/uuforms/intercultural For more information, or if you’d like be to 

part of Track B, email pclarke@uuma.org 

 

 

 

Mirage Theatre Company 

You may not know that the Fellowship serves as a collaborative partner to Mirage Theatre Company, New 

York City and Poughkeepsie-based Theatre Company that creates, produces, and tours an international 

repertoire of premieres and revivals to celebrate cultural differences, affect social change, and uplift the spirit. 

Mirage’s perspective is artistic, cultural, and global. We believe in “creative change” – in the power to deepen 

understanding of “the Other” and theatre’s ability to reach across borders. Through the sponsorship of our very 

own Social Justice Committee, the Fellowship provides time and space (and sometimes (wo)man power for 

Mirage to develop projects that achieve these aims, which are also reflected in the seven principles of our faith.  

For the last two years, Mirage has been developing “Distant Survivors.” Conceived and adapted for the stage 

by Mirage’s Artistic Director June Prager, Distant Survivors is based on Holocaust poetry by William Heyen.  

The play explores man's attempt to fathom the evil that spurred the Holocaust and confronts the condition in 

mankind that allowed it to happen. Some of you may remember a staged reading and a performance of selected 

scenes from “Distant Survivors” that the Fellowship hosted last year. 

We are therefore very pleased to announce that the World Premiere of the complete production of “Distant 

Survivors” is taking place this month to commemorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day), at the 

Jewish Community Center (also now known as the Hudson Valley Community Center), located at 110 South 

Grand Avenue in Poughkeepsie, on April 26 and 27. Stay tuned for more details about this exciting event! 

 

 
 

Deadline for May newsletter is  
April 24th. Please send submissions to  
uupoknewsletter@yahoo.com 

 

Art at the Fellowship 
Our April Artist is 

Pat Buckstrup 

 

 

                                                      

Chili cook-Off: Saturday June 7  
6:00pm - 8:30pm 

Save the Date & Chef's Needed: 

Master Chef's and Amazing Cook's requested 

to show off their Chili Recipes! 

Both old Family Recipes and Nuevo Cusine! 

Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian Chili  welcomed! 

Prizes awarded for top Chef's! 

Fun for the whole family! 

To enter cook-off, please contact: 

Chad Halson  

chadhalson@aol.com 845-473-3958 

 

mailto:pclarke@uuma.org

